Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



^^Wi^ 




/ ■ ■'■■'■■ 



•l 



V 



\ - 



k 



'i 





THE 



^CITY 0| THE SULTANy, 






$0mtstic Pnmtrs jof % teKs : 



"WITH 



A STEAM VOYAGE UP THE DANUBE. 



BY 

MrSS PARDOEy 

AUTHOX OV **THX COUST OV LOVIS THX FOUSTXBinrE/' SIC. 



Jtmrtf) ^ttion. 



LONDON: 
•G. ROUTLEDGE & GO. FARRINGDON STREET; 

NEW YORK: 18, BEEKMAN STREET. 

1854. 






/(i'i^,^ -.*>-^ '• 



/^*- 






pr2>-fe^ 



^vt 



X,Coc*^^>-£' ^ c-' 






i<^y 



■^ c>z/i-^r^qc^c^ y^. 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY 

APR 8 1991 



TO HER 

TO WHOM PROFESSION AND PANEGYRIC 

WERE ALIKE SUPERFLUOUS ; 

AND FROM WHOM, 

DURING MY SOJOURN IN THE EAST, 

I WAS FOR THE FIRST TIME SEPARATED— 

I DEDICATE THIS WORK. 



PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 
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presentmg to the Public this new edition of a work to which it 

^ta already accorded so large and flattering an amount of welcome, 

.Iftat upwards of 30,000 copies have been disposed of in England and 

^^iUnited States, the Author ventures to hope that, having been 

'Ia*fiA in accordance with the spirit of the time, and at a singularly 

I moment, to put it forth at a price so moderate as to place it 

the reach of many who have hitherto been deterred from its 

by the expense wluch it involved, it may once more become 

ofagect of popular favour, and be found as acceptable to the reading 

^bUc at the low price of two shillings as it formerly proved at that 

, two guineas. 




i June, 1854. 
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PREFACE TO EDITION OP 1837. 



In publishing the present work, I feel that I should be deficient in 
self-justice, did I not state a few facts relatively to the numerous diffi- 
culties with which I haye had to contend during its compilation. 

The language of Turkey, in itself a serious impediment, from its 
total dissimilarity to every European tongue, naturally raises a barrier 
between the native and the stranger, whidh is to the last onl^ partially 
removed by the intervention of a third person, who, acting as an 
interpreter, too frequently fritters away the soul of the conversation, 
even where he does not wilfolly pervert its sense. But this drawback 
to afoU and free intercourse with the natives, irritating and annoying 
as it is, sinks into insignificance when compared with the myriad snares 
laid for the stranger (and, above all, for the literary stranger), by 
party-spirit and political prejudice. The liberal-minded and high- 
hearted politician of Europe, even while he is stra^odng every nerve, 
and exerting every energy, to support and strengthen the interests of 
his country, disdains to cany with him into priyate life the hatreds, 
the jealousies, and the suspicions, which, like rust on metal, mar the 
brightness of the spirit that harbours them. He does not reject a 
friend because his political tenets may be at variance with his own, 
nor overlook the amiable traits of his character, to dwell only upon 
his opposing prejudices and interests. 

The height to which party-spirit is carried in Constantinople, or, I 
should rather say, in the Erank quarter of Constantinople, would be 
laughable were it not mischievous. Even females are not free from 
the malaria which hovers like an atmosphere about the streets and 
" palaces " of Pera ; and a traveller has not been domesticated a week 
among its inhabitants, ere he almost begins to believe that the destinies 
of the whole Eastern empire hang upon the breath of a dozen indi- 
viduals. #With one party, Russia is the common sewer into which are 
poured all the reproach and the vituperation of indignant patriotism ; 
with the other, England is the landmark towards which is pointed the 
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finger of suspicion and defiance. All this may be very necessary, and 
very praiseworthy, as a matter of diplomacy ; I suppose that it is both 
the one and the other; I have no opinion to offer on the subject. I 
merely venture to question the propriety of suffering such anti-social 
feelings to intrude into the bosom of private life ; and to question the 
soundness of the judgment which would universally create a bad man 
out of a rival politician ; and make the opening of one door the signal 
for the closing of another. It is said that the three plagues of Con- 
stantinople are. Fire, Pestilence, and Dragomans : judging from what 
I saw and heard while there, I should be inclined to add a fourth, and 
to designate it Politics. Certain it is that the faubourg of Pera 
always reminded me of an anthill ; with its jostling, bustling, and 
racing for straws and trifles ; and its ceaseless, restless struggling and 
striving to secure most inconsequent results. 

Tliat the great question of Eastern policy is a weighty and an impor- 
tant one, every thinking person must concede at once ; but whether its 
final settlement will be advantageously accelerated by individual 
jealousies and individual hatreds, is assuredly more problematicaL 
" He idio is not for me is against me," is the motto of every Euro- 
pean resident in Turkey ; for each, however incompetent he may be to 
judge of so intricate and comprehensive a subject, is nevertheless a 
kmd and uncompromising politician. And if the temporary sojourner 
in the East be resolved to belong to no clique, to pledge himself to no 
party, and to pursue a straight and independent path, as he would do 
in Europe, without lending himself to the views of either, he is certain 
to be suspected by both. 

Hiese are the briers which beset the wayside of the stranger in 
Turkey. He has not only to contend with the unaccustomed language 
and manners of the natives— to fling from him his European preju- 
dices — and to learn to look candidly and dispassionately on a state of 
society, differing so widely from that which he has left — but when the 
wearied spirit would fain fall back, and repose itself for a while among 
more familiar and congenial habits, it has previously to undergo an 
ordeal as unexpected as it is irritating ; and from which it requires no 
inconsiderable portion of moral courage to escape unshackled. 

Such are the adventitious and unnecessary difficulties that have been 

gratoitously prepared for the Eastern traveller, and superadded to the 

natoral impediments of the locality ; and of these he hft infinitely 

more reason to complain, than of the unavoidable obstacles which 

oeet him at every step in liis commerce with the uativ^^. TVa^ \Jcv& 
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Turks as a people, and particularly the Turkish females, are shy of 
making the acquaintance of strangers, is most true ; their habits and 
feelings do not lend themselves readily to a familiar intercourse with 
Europeans ; nor are they induced to make any extraordinary effort to 
orercome the prejudice with which they ever look upon a Frank, when 
they remember how absurdly and even cruelly they have been mis- 
represented by many a passing traveller, possessed neither of the time 
nor the opportunity to form a mQre efficient judgment. 

When my father and myself left Europe, it was with the intention 
of visiting, not only Turkey, but also Greece, and Egypt; and we 
accordingly carried with us letters to influential individuals, resident 
in each of those interesting countries, whose assistance and friendship 
would have been most valuable to us. And, for the two or three first 
months of our sojourn in Constantinople, while yet unwilling to draw 
deductions, and to trust myself with inferences, which might, and 
probably would, ultimately prove erroneous, I suffered myself to be 
misled by the assertions and opinions of prejudiced and party-spirited 
persons, and still maintained the same purpose. But, once awakened 
to a suspicion of the spirit-thrall in which I had been kept, I resolved 
to hazard no assertion or opinion which did not emanate from personal 
conviction, and I found that I could not prove an honest chronicler if 
I merely contented myself with a hurried and superficial survey of a 
country constituted Hke Tuii^ey. 

To this conviction must consequently be attributed the fact, that 
the whole period of my sojourn in the East was passed in Constanti- 
nople, and a part of Asia Minor. But my personal disappointment 
will be overpaid, should it be conceded that I have not failed in the 
attempt of affording to my readers a more just and complete insight 
into Turkish domestic life than they have hitherto been enabled to 
obtain. 

May, 1837. 
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It was on the 30th of December, 1835, that we anchored in the 
Golden Horn. My long-indulged hopes were at length realized, and 
the Qaeen of Cities was before me, throned on her neopled hills, 
with the silver Bosphoms, garlanded with palaces, nowmg at her 
feet! 

It was with difficolt^ that I could drag myself upon deck, after the 
sight of intense su£rermg[ which I had passed in the sea of Marmora^ 
tsSoL when I did succeed m doing so, the vessel was abready under tiie 
walls of the Seraglio garden, and advancing rapidly towards lier 
anchorage. The aimosphere was laden with snow, and I beheld^tam- 
boul, for the first time, dad in the ermine mantle of the sternest of 
seasons. Yet, even thus, the most powerful feeling that unravelled 
itself from the chaos of sensations wnich thronged upon me was one 
of unalloyed delight. How could it be otherwise ? 1 seemed to look 
on fiury-iand— to oehold the embodiment of my wildest visions— to be 
the denizen of a new world. 

Queenly Stamboul ! the myriad sounds of her streets came to us 
meiiowed by the distance ; and, as we swept along, the whole glory, of 
her princely port burst upon our view ! The gilded palace of Amurath, 
with its guttering gate and over-topping cypresses, known as the 
Edd Serai, was soon passed ; behind us. in the distance, was Scutari, 
looldng down in beauty on the chamiel, whose waves reflected the 
graceful outline of its tapering minarets, and shrouded themselves for 
an instant in the dark shadows of its funereal grove. Gralata was be- 
side us, with its mouldering walls and warlike memories; and the 
veMel trembled as the chain fell heavily into the water, and we 
anchored in the midst of the crowd of shipping that already thronged 
the harbour. On the opposite shore clustered the painted dwellings 
of Constantinople, the party-coloured gannent of the " seven hills " — 
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the tall caresses that overshadowed her housca, and the stately pkne 
trees, whiM mO[e than rivalled them in beauty, bent their haughty 
heads beneath the weight of accumulated snows. Here and there, a 
cluster of graceful minarets cut aharply against the sky - while the 
ample dome of the mosque to which they belonged, and uie roofs of 
the dwellings that nestled at their base, lay steeped in the same chill 
liverv. iEagedy did I seek t« distioguish those of St. Sanhia, and the 
snudler but Tar more elegant Solimani^, the shrine of the Prophet's 
Seard, with its four minaieta, and its cloistered courts ; and it was 
not withont reluctance that Ituined away, to mark where the throng- 

7 houses of Pera clomb, wi^ magnificent profusion, the amphitheatre 
hills which dominate the treasure-laden port. 
As my gaze wandered along the shore, and, passing by the exten- 
sive grove of cypresses that wave above the burying-ground, once 
more fallowed tlra concse of the Bosrtionui, I Wat«hed the waves as 
they washed the vei7 fonlidation of the dwellings that durt it wtil I 
saw them chafing Bitati^ag^linK at the iHuei^ the barrack of Top^- 
tianti^, and at iioervals flinging tbemselvea high m the air above its 
veiyroof. 

To a European fejt, the ScBne, iidetfenfleally of its surpaaali^ 
beauty and utter novelty, possessed two leatares necnliarly striking ; 
the extreme vicinit; of ue honsea to the sea, vbich in muiy inataneea 
they positively ovei;hdJi|C; and the vastnjiiaberof agnatic fowl that 
throng tiie harbour. Seagulls were Bying past ns in clouds, ami 
sportiilg like domestic birds about the vessel, while many of the 
aqioining rcofs were clustered with them ; the wild-duck and the 
water-h«i were diving under our very stom in seaicb of food; and 
' h o^po^isfis were evetymjjneut nJljog bp,, turning op tiieir 
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sights Of a mighty ci^, as thoogh nnoanactoiiB of the vicinity of 
daiger. How long, I Invdimtari]^ asked m^Ml^ would this extea- 
ord&iary confidence in man be repaid ^y imptmit^m an |hi{^isli port t 
and the answer was by no means pleasmg to my Datknuu pride. 

As I looked round upon. t}ie shipping, the language c^ many loads 
came on the wind. Here the deep Brig a-hoj !" of the British 
seaman boomed aloiu; the rip^ ; there the shrill cry of the Qieek 
mariner rang through tbe air : at intervals, the fuU rich sixain of the 
dark-cycd Italian tclieved the wild monotoooua chant of the Turk; 
while the cry of the sea-boy from the rigging was answered by the 
stem brief tones of the wcitlier-bcatcii sailor on the deck. 

Every instant a graceful caique, with its !gng sharp prow and gilded 
oTUiunents, shot post the ship : now freighted with a bearded and 
turbaned Turk, squatted upon bis carpet at the liottom of the boat, 
pipe in hand, and muffled closely in his furred pelisse, the very per- 
sonification of luxurious idleness, and attended by liis red-capped 
and blue-coated domestic, who was sometimes a thick-lipped negro, 
but more frequently a keen-eyed and mustachioed Mussuhnauu;— now 
teuanted by a groun of women, huddled closely together, and weuriug 
the yathmac, or veil of white musltn. which covers all the face except 
the eyes and nose, and pives to the wearer the appearance of an 
animated corpsu ; sonic of them, as they passed, lan^mdly breathing 
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out their haimcmions Tarkish^ wliicli in a female mouth is almost 
music. 

Then came a third, gliding aloi^ like a nautilus, with its small 
white sail;, and bearing a bevy of Greeks, whose large flashing e^es 
gleamed out beaieath uie unbecoming/<?2r, or cap of red cloth, with its 
porple silk tassel, and ornament of cut naper, bound round the head, 
among the lower dasses, bv a thick clack shawl, t^htly twisted. 
This was followed by a fourth, impelled by two lusty rowers, wherein 
the round hats and ai^^lar costume of a party of Franks forced your 
tiioughts Wk upon the country that you had left, only to be recalled 
the uext instant oy a freight oi Armenian merchants returning from 
the Gharshees of Ccmstantinople to thdu: dwellings at Galata and 
Pera. As I looked on the fine countenances, the noble figures, and 
the animated expression of the party, how did I deprecate their 
shav^L heads, aiui the use of the frightful calpacy which I ^ cannot 
more appropriate describe than by comparing it to the iron pots used 
in English fitchens. inyerted ! The graceful pelisse, howiBTcr, almost 
makes am^ids for the monstrous head-gear, as its costly garniture of 
sable or maiten-ekiii £bUb back, and reveaLs the robe of nch silk, and 
the cadiemire shawl fdbded about the waist. Altogether, I was more 
struck with the Armenian than the Turkish costume ; and tha« is a 
refinement and temte about the wearers singularly attractive. Their 
well-trimmed mustachios, their stained and carefiillv shaped eye- 
brows, their exceeding deanliness, in short, their whole appearance, 
interests tiie eye at once ; nor must I pass over without remark their 
jewdled rines, and their pipes of almost countless cost, grasped by 
£ilgm so wnite and slender that they would grace a woman. 

While I am on the subject of costume, I cannot forbear to record 
my reeret as I bdield in every direction the hideous and unmeaning 
fizy which has almost superseded the gorgeous turban of muslin and 
cachemure : indeed, I was nearly tempted in my woman-wrath to con- 
sider all the admirable reforms^ wrqught by Sultan Mahmoud in his 
ci^jital, overbalanced by tiie frightful changes that he has made in the 
national costume, b^ introducing a mere caricature of that worst of 
all originab-4he suiF, starch, angular European dress. The costly 
turbaiL that bound the brow like a diadem, and relieved by the rich- 
ness 01 its tints the dark hue of the other garments, has now almost 
entirely disappeared from the streets ; and a group of Turks look in 
the distance like a bed of poppies ; the flowing robe of silk or of woollen 
has been flung aside for the ill-made and awkward surtout of blue 
doth ; and the waist, which was once girdled with a shawl of cache- 
mire, is now compressed hy two brass buttons ! 

The Dearvish, or domestic priest, for such he may truly be called, 
whose holy profession, instead of rendering him a distinct individual, 
suffers him to mingle like his feUow-men in all the avocations, and to 



partidpate in all the socialities of life ; which permits liim to read his 
offices oehind the counter of his shop, and to brin^ up his family to 
the cares and customs of every-day hfe ; and who is bound onlv by liis 
own voluntary act to a steady continuance in the self-imposed, duties 
that he is at uberty to cast aside when they become irksome to him ; 
the holy Dovish frequently passed us in his turn, seated at tk^^^^^^^osL 
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of the caiqtie^ with an open ydame on his knees, and distingoished 
from the Uky-Tark by his geuUf. or high hat of grey felt. Then came 
a group of Jews, chattering and gesticulating: with their ample doaks, 
am seoaII ding[y-ooloured caps, soiionnded oy a projecting band of 
brown and white cotton, whose singnlar pattern has misled a modem 
trayellar so far as to induce hixn to state that it is " a white handker- 
chief inscribed with some Hebrew sentences from their law." 

Thus far. I could compare the port of Gonstantmople to nothing 
less deli^tful than poeti^ put into action. The novel character of 
the scenery— the ever-shiftrng, picturesque, and graceful groups— the 
constant mtting past of the lairy-like caiques— the stranse tonnes — 
the dark, wild eyes— all conspired to rivet me to the decK, despite the 
bitterness of the weather. 

Eveninff came— and the spell deepened. We had arrived during the 
Turkish RamazaiL or Leni^ and, as the twi%ht gathered about us, 
tiie minarets of all the mosques were brilliantly illuminated. Nothing 
could exceed the magical effect of the scene: the darkness of the 
hour concealed the outline of the graceful shafts of these ethereal 
columns, wlule the circles of light which girdled them ahnost at their 
extreme heu^t formed a triple crown of Uving diamonds. Below these 
depended (mling the intermediate space) shirting %ures of fire, suc- 
ceeding each other with wonderful rapidity and precision : now it was 
a houscL now a group of cypresses, then a vesseC or an anchor, or a 
spray of flowers : and these changes were effected, as I afterwards 
cusoovered, in tne most simple and inartificial manner. Cords are 
sluDff from minaret to minareL from whence depend others, to which 
thekmps are attached; and tne raising or lowering of these cords 
aooordinff to a previous design, produces the apparently magic tran- 
sitions wnich render the illummations of Stamboul unlike those of any 
European capital 

My continued indisposition compelled my father and myself to re- 
main another day on board ; but I jscaroely felt the necessity irksome. 
All was so novel and so full of interest around me, and my protracted 
voyage had so thoroughly inured me to privation and inconvenience, 
that 1 was enabled to exqoy the scene without one regret for land. 
The same shiftbg panorama, tiie same endless varieties of sig:ht and 
soimd, occupied the dav : and the same magic illusions lent a brilliancy 



and a poetry to the 

Smile, ye whose exclusiveness has girdled you with a fictitious and 
ima^puuy circle, beyond which ye have neither sympathies nor sensi- 
bilities — smile if ye will, as I declare that when the moment came in 
which I was to quit the good briff, that had borne us so bravely through 
storm and peril — ^the last tan^ble link between ourselves and the tar 
land that we had loved and left— I almost regretted that I had trod 
her snow-heaped and luggage-<mmbered deck for the last time ; and 
that^ as the crew clustered round us, to secure a parting look and a 
parting word, a tear sprang to my eye. How impossible does it 
iq^pear to me to forget, at such a time as this, those who have shared 
wilh you the perils ana the protection of a long and arduous voyage ! 
!EVom the sturdy seaman who had stood at the halm, and contended 
wi'ih the drear and drencbixig midnight sea^ to tke veutaiQitta V^i ^Vi^ 
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hsA climbed the bending mast to secure the remnants of the shivered 
sail, every face had long been familiar to me. I could call each by 
name ; nor was there one among them to whom I had not, on some 
occasion, been indebted for those rude but ready courtesies whicL 
however insignificant in themselves, are valuable to the uninitiated 
and helpless at sea. 

On the Ist of January, 1836, we landed at the Custon House stairs 
at Galata. amid a perfect storm of snow and wind : nor must I omit 
the facb mat^e did so without "let or hindrance from the officers 
of the establishment. The only inquiry made was, whether we had 
brought out any merchandise, and, our reply being in the negative, 
coupled with the assurance that we were merely travellers, and that 
our pacduiges consisted simply of personal necessaries, we were civilly 
desired to pass on. 

From the Custom House^ we proceeded up a steep ascent to Pera^ 
the quarter of tiie Eranks— the focus of diplomacy*— where every lip 
muimnn ''His Excellency/' and secretaries, int€a:preters, and atiacha 
are — 

" Thidc as the leaves on TalombroMU*' 

But, alas ! on the 1st day of January, Pera» Galata^ and their environs, 
were one huge snow-ball. As it was Friday, the Turkish Sabbath, 
and, moreover, a Friday of the Bamazan, every shop was shut: and 
the few foot-passengers who passed us by hurried on as though im- 
patient of exposure to so inclement an atoiosphere. As most of the 
streets are impassable for carriages, and as the sedan-chairs which 
flupnlv, however imperfectly, the place of these convenient (and almost, 
as I nad hitherto considered, indiroensible) articles, are all private 
inroperty, we were e'en oblig^ to thread our wesoy way" as pa- 
tiently as we could— now buried up to our knees in snow, and anon 
immeraed above our ankles in water, when we chanced to plunge into 
one of tiiose hu^ holes which give so interesting an inequality to the 
8ur£Mse of Turkish paving. 

Nevertheless, despite the difficulties that obstructed our progress, I 
could not avoid!^ remarking the little straw hu1» built at intervals along 
the streets, for the accommodation and comfort of the otherwise home- 
less dogs that thronff every avenue of the town. There they lay, 
eronched down snugly, too much chilled to welcome us with the 
diorus of barking that they usually bestow on travellers : a species of 
load md inconvenient greeting with which we were by no means sorry 
to dispense. In addition to this shelter, food is every day dispensed 
by the inhabitants to the vagrant animals, who, having no specific 
owners, are, to use the approved phraseolo^ of genteel alms-asking, 
''wholly dependent on the charitable for support." And it is a sin- 
gular met that these self-constituted scavengers exercise a kind of 
internal economy which almost appears to exceed the boundaries of 
mere instinct; they have their defined "walks," or haunts, and woe 
bdide the strange cur who intrudes on the pnvileges of ms neigh- 
bours ; he is hunted, upbraided with growls «nii \:»xY&«\)eaKX. ^\^ ^ 
sides, even Jntten hi cases of obstinate contuxi^ac^, «sA -vo^^sca?^^ 
obliged to rekeat within bis own lim^. 'IVi'ea xcoas^x^Vw^^^ 
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was informed, greatly decreased of late .years, but they are stiU very 
ooi£3iderable. 

As we passed along, a door openedj, and forth stepped the most 
maenifieent-looking individual whom I ever saw ] he nad a costlv 
cs-.cnemire twined about his waist, his flowing robes were richly farreiL 
and he turned the key in the lock with an air of such Uended 
anxiety and dignity, that X involuntarily thought of the Jew of Shaks- 
peare : and I expected at the moment to hear him exclaim, " ^ut the 
door, Jessicsk, shut the door, I say !" But, alas i he moved away, and 
BO sweet Jessica flung back the casement to reply. 



CHAPTER n. 

Difficulty of Ingress to Turkish Houses— Steep Streets— Tlie Harem— The Tntdoor 
— Tl^e Mangail— The FamUy— Female Costume— Luxurious «Habits— The Rama, 
un— The Dining-room- The Widow— The Dinner— The Turks not Gastronomers 
—Oriental Hospitality-*Ceremony of Ablution— The Massal4}he— Alarm in the 
Harem— The Prayer— Sveninsr Offline;— Puerile Questioiui— Op^i^- Primitive 
^aintinff— Splendid Beds— Avocations of a Turkish Lady— Oriental Coquetry— 
Shoppinff— Commercial Flirtations— The Sultana Heyb^tOullah— A Turkish Oar. 
liage— The Charshccs Armcuiaa Mercfaants-^Qreek Speculatonr-Petfianea and 
Spobfoideiy. 

I HAYS already mentioned that we arrived at Constantinople during 
the Ramazan or jLent ; and my first anxiety wins to pass a day of fast 
in the interior of a Turkish family. 

This difficult, and in most cases impossible, achkYement for a 
Emcopean was rendered easy to me b^ the fact that, shortly after 
trar landing, I procured an introduction to a respectable Torkia^ 
merchant ; and I had no sooner written to propose a visit to his 
harem than I received the most frank and cordial assurances of 
welcome. 

A Greek lady of my acquaintance having offered to accompany me, 
and to act as my interpreter, we crossed over to Stamboul, and, after 
threading several steep and narrow streets, perfectly impassable for 
carriages, entered the spacious court of the house at which we were 
expected, and ascended a wide flight of stairs leading to the harem, or 
women's a]^rtments. The stairs terminated in a la^ge landing-place, 
of about tmrtv feet square, into which several rooms opened on each 
side, screened with curtains of dark doth embroidered with coloured 
worsted. An immense mirror filled up a space between two of the 
doors, and a long passage led from this point to the principal apart- 
ment of the harem, to which we were oondueted by a. black slave. 

When I say "we," I of course allude to Mrs. and myself, as 

no men, save those of the feunily, and the physician, are ever admitted 
withm the walls of a Turkish harem. 

The apartment into which we were ushered was large and warm, 

liddy carpeted, and surrounded on three sides by a sofa, raised about 

a foot /jvm the gronnd, and covered with crimson, sbaig*, wVn^ft ^Ibkib 
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cusj^axus, that rested against the wall, or were scattered at intervals 
aJong the couch, were gaily embroidered with gold thread and coloured 
silks. In one apgle of the sofa stood the tandour : a piece of furni- 
ture so Tudike apythiing in Europe, that I cannot forbear giving a 
d^cription of it, 

The tandour ii a wooden frame, covered with a couple of wadded 
coverlets, for such th^ literally are, that are in their turn overlaid by 
a third and considerably smaller one, of rich silk : within the frame, 
which is of the height and dimensions of a moderately-sized breakfast- 
table, stands a copper vessel, fiHed with the embers of charcoat; and, 
on the two sides that do not touch against the sofa, piles of cushions 
are heaped upon the floor to nearly the same height, for the conveni- 
ence olthose whose isuak in the family does not authorize them to 
take places on the couch. 

The double windows, which were all at the upper end of the apart- 
ment, were closely latticed ; and, at the lower extremity of the room, 
in an arched recess, stood a classically-shaped clav jar full of water, 
and a cove^ soblet in a glass saucer. Along a suken cord, on either 
side of this niche, were hung a number of napkins, richly worked and 
fringed with ffold; ,and a large copy of the Koran was deposited 
beneath a hancQcercnief of gold gauze, on a carved rosewood bracket. 

In the middle of the floor was placed the manual, a large copper 
vessel of about a foot in height, resting upon a stsmd of the same 
material raised on castors, and filled, like that within the tandour, with 
charcoal 

The family consisted of the father imd mother, the son and son's 
wife, the daughter and her husband, and a vounger and adopted son. 
The ladies were lying upon cushions, buriea up to their necks under 
the coverings of the tandour ; and, as thev flung them off to receive 
us, I was struck with the bea^ty of the oauffhten whose deep blue 
eyes, and hair of a golden brown, were totaljhr different from what I 
Lad expected to find in a. Turkish harem. Two glances sufficed to 
satisfv me that the mother was a shrew, and I had no reason subse- 
quently to revoke mv iudgment. The son's wife had fine, large. 
Brilliant black eyes, but ner other features were by no means pleasing, 
although she possessed, in common with all her country-women, that 
soft, white, y^vel? skin, for which they are indebted to the constant 
use of the oatn. To this luxury, in which manv of them daily indulge, 
must be, however, attributed the fact that their nair, in becoming bright 
and glossy, loses its strength, and compels them to the adoption of 
artificial tresses : and these thev wear in profusion, wound amid the 
folds of the embroidered handkerchiefs, that they twine about their 
heads in a most unbecoming manner, and secure by bodkins of 
diamonds or emeralds, of which ornaments they are inordinately fond. 

Tbev all wore chemisettes or under garments of silk gauze, trimmed 
with ninges of narrow ribbon, and wide trousers of printed cotton, 
(idling to the ande : their feet were bare, save that occasionally thej 
thmsl them into little yellow slippers, that scarcely covered their 
toes, and in which thev moved over the floor mtViVJoa w^a^^sX* ^asfc^ 
dragflring after tltem their anterys, or sweepvaig To\it^*r\wX.'Kvsst^Vsfc- 
Onently Ihnv dhvcDf^ed w^i\\ even tl^PSPi ^t\c\ ^V5^^V^^ V-^v^^^vn^ ^^'^^^'^• 
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the harem. Their upper dresses were of printed cotton of the brightest 
colonrs— that of the daughter had a blue ground, with a yellow pattern, 
and was trimmed with a fringe of pink and ^reen. These robes, whidi 
are made in one piece, are divided at the hip on either side to their 
extreme length, and are giit about the waist with a cachemire shawL 
The costume is completed in winter br a tight Test, lined inth for, 




speaking, most luxurious and indolent, 
if I except their custom of early rising, which, did they occupy them- 
selves in any useful manner, would be undoubtedly very commendable; 
but as they only add, by these, means, two or three hours of enmti to 
each day, I am at a loss how to classify it. Their time is spent in 
dressing themselves, and varving the position of their ornaments — ^in 
the bath— and in sleep, whicn the^ appear to have as entirely at their 
beck as a draught of water ; in winter they have but to nestle under 
the coverings of the tandour, or in summer to bury themselves among 
their cushions, and in five minutes they are in the land of dreams. 
Indeed, so extraordinarily are they giftea in this respect, that they nc^ 
unfrequently engage their guests to take a nap witii the same uafff- 
froid with which a European lady would invite her friends to take a 
walk. Habits of industiy have, however, made their wiay^ in many 
instances, even into the harem ; the changes without have influenced 
the pursuits and feelings of the women; and utter idleness has 
already ceased to be a necessary attribute to the high-bred Turkish 
female. 

As it was the time of the Bamazay neither coffee nor sweetmeats 
were handed to us^ though the offer of refreshments was made, which 
we, however, dedmed, beingresolved to keep Lent with them accord- 
ing to their own fashion. We fasted, therefore, until aboujb half-past 
six o'clock, when the cry of the muezzin from the minarets proclaimed 
that one ot the out-watchers, of whom many are employed for tiie pur- 
pose, had oiught a glimpse of the moon. InstanUy all were in 
motion; their preliminary arrangements had been so ieakusly and 
carefully made that not another second was lost; and, as a slave 
announced dinner, we all foUowed her to a smaller apartxuent, where 
the table, if such I mav call it, was already laid. 

The room was a perfect square, totally unfurnished, save that in the 
centre of the floor was spread a carpet, on which stood a wooden 
frame, thout two feet in height, supporting an immense round plated 
tray, with the edge slightljr raised. In the centre of the tray was 
pbioed a capacious white basin, filled with a kind of cold bread soup : 
and aroundTit were ranged a cirele of small porcelain saucers, filled 
with sliced cheese, anchovies, caviare, and sweetmeats of every descrip- 
tion : among these were scattered spoons of boxwood, and goblets of 
pink and white sherbet, whose rose-scented contrats perfumcMl the 
apartment. The outer range of tiie tray was covered with fra^nnents 
of unleavened bread, torn asunder; and portions of the Bamazaa 
cake, a dry, cbse, sickly kind of paste, glazed with the whites of eggs, 
and strewed over with aniseeds. 

Our party was a numerous one— the aged nurse, who had reared 
JHecMHantnof the family— the oiphan boy of a dfitA«i(A,w\io«^«in9i!bL 
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his wife. Lad penshed by plagae duiing the previons twelve months — 
several neighbours who bad diosen the hour of dinner to make their 
visits— a very pretty Mend from Scataii—and a very plain acquaint- 
ance from the nouse of death— the widow of a day— whose husband 
had expired the previous moinin^, been buried the same evening, and, 
as it appeared, forgotten on the moirow * for the " disconsolate 
widoV'^nad come forth in a pink vest,, and sky-blue trousers, with 
rm^ on h«r fingers, and jewels in her turban, to seek the advice and 
assistance of the master of the house, in securing some valuable 
shawls and sundry diamonds and baubles which she had possessed 
before ner marriage, from the grasp of the deceased's relatives. 

As soon as the serious business of the repast really conunenced, that 
is, when we had each possessed ourselves of a cushion, and squatted 
down with our feet under us round the dinner trB,j, havmg on our laps 
linen napldns of about two yards in length, richiv fringed, the room 
was literally filled with slaves, ''black, ^hite, ana gray," from nine 
yeara old to fif^. 

Eish. embedded in rice, followed the side or rather circle saucers 
that I nave already described ; and of most of qrhich I sparingly ]par- 
took, as Hnb only answer that I was capable of giving to the unceasing 
'' Eat, eat, you are welcome," of the lady of the house. With the fish, 
the spoons came into play, and all were immersed in the same dish ; 
but 1 must not omit to add that this custom is rendered less revolting 
than it would otherwise be, by the fact that each individual is careful^ 
should the plot be paitaken of a second time (a rare occurrence, how- 
even from the rapidity with which they are changed), always to 
connne himself to one spot. The meat and poultry were eaten with 
the fingers ; each individual fishing up, or breaJdng away, what pleased 
her eye : and several of them tearmg a portion asunder, and handing 
one of tne pieces to me as a 'courtesy, with which, be it remarked, 
par parenitese, I should joyfuUy have dispensed. Nineteen dishes, of 
nsh, fleshj fowl, pastry, and creams, succeeding each other in the 
most heterogeneous manner— the salt following the sweet, and the 
stew preceding the custard — ^were terminated by a pyramid of pillauf. 
I had the perseverance to> sit out this elaborate culinary exhibition ; 
an exertion which is, however, by no means required of any one, by 
the observance of Turkish comtesy. 

Gastronomy is no science in the East, and gourmandt are unknown ; 
the Osmanlis onl^ eat to Uve, they do not live to eat ; and the variety 
of their dishes originates in a tacit care to provide against individual 
disffiuts, while the extreme rapidity with which they are changed 
sumciently demonstrates their want of inclination to mdulge indivi- 
dual excess. The women drink only coffee, sherbet, or water ; but 
some few among the men are adopting the vices of civilized nations, 
and becoming addicted to beverages of a more potent description. 
No person is c^qpected* to remain an instant longer at a Turkish table 
than suffices him to make his meal : the instant that an individual has 
satisfied his appetite, he rises witnout comment or apology, wa&hfia» 
his hands, and resumes his pipe or his occ\ip«idoTL. ^qt is^xs^'V'^i^s^ 
over wi&out comment the simple and be^tiioi Vo'S'^^^^a^^ ^^ ^^ 
2hrJa^ who welcome to their board, be lie nc\i ot ^w, c^^tj ^xse^ 
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nan wtko ihiiilu proper to take » seat at it; the emphatic "Too ate 
wdcome," is oever coldl; nor grodgio^l? oxtered ; and tke Uosaui- 
maona extend thii nnostentatioita greeting to each new-ooioer, without 
MBsrvation or limit, vpon the same prinoiple tiaat the; never permit 
tlkem U) find ftnlt with any article of looa whidi ram be aeiTCd np. 
"BuiT oenader thenuelTes only aa the itewai^ of Qod, and ccmse- 
qnenthr vaa the goods of life as a loan ralihra' than a posseMioii; 
while UK7 conaider thraaselves boond to give fram thmi snpeifluity to 
tiioee who have been leaa ^.TOured. 

As we TGM frtnn table, a BJave ttresented herself, holding a baain 
and strainer of wton^ mdaL while a lecoDd poured tepid water 
ovet onr hands, &om an elf^antlj-faiiiMd vaae of the same mateiialB; 
and a third handed to na emhnudeted 'wr'""* of great beautr, of 
whi<^ I leallr availed in^ielf with rehietanoe. 

Havinig pei£3imed thu agreeable aeremou?, -we nhuued to \kt 
ptinoipM iqwifanen^ lAere our par^ received an addition in the 
peraon of a very prettj old nuusaljhe, or tale-teller, who had been 
invited fa< relieve the tediuui of the evening with some of her nana- 
tioiu. ^Qu( onstom u. v^ EEncral during the Eamazan, and is a 
^ceat naonrce t» Qw Tiu^wi Udies, who can thua leoline m luiorioua 
uuctitoii and have tikir minds amused w\tiiout any personal eiertion. 
OoBob was prepared at tlie mongal, and handed round : after which 
the elder ladr seated herseu on a jiile of cushions placed upon tbe 
fiooi, and Eotkdted a soiuiIq of pipea in petfeet silence, and with 
ezlzene Bit*t«, flk^ng ou volnmes of smoke, that created a thick 
mist in the uartment. 

I had jnst begun to indiJge in a violent fit of coughiiw, indneed by 
the denaitv of thia artificial atmosphere, when in walked - ■' — *'- 
announce uie intended preseoco of the eenllcmen of the u 
in an instant the whole scene was changed. The two Turkii 
whom I have already mentioned aa being on a visit in thi 
mshed from tbe room bBreToated, in as bttle time aa it won 

required for me to disengage mvself from the tandoiir! thele . 

mauaUie covered her face wiUi a thick veil, and conce«led hwadf 
behind the door — the Juno-like daughter, (one of the ipost majeotic 
women I ever remember to have seen, although VETy f«r from one cS 
the tallest) flung a haudkcrchief over her head, and fastened it beneath 
her chin: while the son's wife caught up a /eridjie, or (^St* '"^ 
withdrew, muffled lunid its folds, to her own apartmoat. !ua elder 
lady was the only one of the party undistnrbed by the intelligence ; 
she never raiaed W eyes bom the carpet, but coulinueil inhaUog the 
annuxJtbe "toeotea weed," gravely ftasplng her iong pipe, her 
lips piMsed aninst its amber mouth-piece, and her brilliant rings 
tnd mamondrnudded bracelet flasliing in tbe light. 

In a few minntee, the aged father of the famuy was squatted down 



stood a slave with his chibouk, which his wife bad just filled and 
lighted, and on the other his elder son, holding the little brass didi in 
which the pipe-bowl is deposited to protect the carpet. Neat bim, 
an aaotber cushion, hj tiie lobaecobas of gold-euiQioifeed wcbfi.- 
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mire, from whicli &e said son was about to resale himself, after 
haiing aapplied the wsnta of Iiis father : and a few paces nearer to 
tbe door teclincd the hMidffflirift Solimsfl TlfTepdij the adopted son, to 
whom I have alread}' alluded. 

While the party were refreshing themaelTES with coffee, which was 
abortl; afterwards served to them, acrjirom themimiretsof ane^h- 
boQiing mosqno aimoaaced the boor of prayer ; when the old m^i 
gnTel; l^d aside his pipe, and, spreading- a cnmBOn rug above the 
carpet near the spot where he had been sitting, turned his face to the. 
east, and began his devotions b^ stroking down his beard and faUing 
upon Lis knees, or ratlier sijuattlng; Hmsfilf in a douUed-itp positioo, 
■which it were impossible to describe. Por a while liis Lns moved 
rapidly, though not a sound escaped them, and then suadenly he 
prostrated himself three times, and pressed his forehc^tothe carpet, 
rose, and folding his arms upon his breast, continued his prajer— 
rcsiuned, after a brief apace, his original position, rocking his body 
slowly to and fro— again bent down — and repeated the whole of these 
ceremonies three times, concluding his orison by extending his open 
palms towards Heaven ; after which, be once more slowly and reveren- 
tially passed his hand down his beard, and, without uttering a sylla- 
ble, returned to his seat and his pipe, while n slave folded the rug and 
laid it aside. I remarked that at intervals, during the prayer, he 
threw out a long respiration, as though he had heen eollectme, his 
breath for several seconds ere he suffered it to escape, but throughout 
the whole time not a single word was audible. The rest of the party 
contioued to laogh, chat, and smoke quite anconcemedly, however, 
during the devotions of the master of the house, who appeared so 
thoroughb absorbed as to be ntterly unconscious of all that was Boing 
oi (uxnuia him. 

' I 001^ not to turn ouitted to mention that, on entering the 
hanm, eadt of the gentlemen of the family had deposited on a table, 
at flie eriremilr of the apartment, his evening offering : for no Turk, 
bowerer high his rank, returns home for the ni^ht, when the avoca- 
tions of the day are over, emptv-handed ; it signifies not how trifling 
may be the value of Lis buitnen — a clnater of grapes— a paper of 
sweetmeats — or, amona the lower orders, a few small flsh, or a head 
of lalad — eyery individual is bound to make an offering to the J)ei 
Penatet ; and to M in this duty is to imply that he is about to repu- 
diate his wife. 

The fother of the eldest son^ Usnf Effendi, had brought Lome 
Bamasan caket but Soliman Effendl deposited on the toudour a 
hottha, or handkerchief of clear muslin wrought with gold threads, 
ukd cont«nin^ sweetmeats ; amongthemwere a quantity of Barcelona 
nuts, wlueh, m Turkey, are shelled, slightly dried in tbe oven, and 
eatrat with laimns. ts almonds are m Europe. In the course of the 
evening, the elder lady resumed her place at the tandour ; and, in the 
interrals of the oonTersation, she amused herself by burning one of 
the nuts at a candle, ancC having rednced it to a black and ody snh- 
stance frith great core and patience, shetooV.ap EkS[O^Tl:t\sAVfia&- 
minor, set into a framework of purple veYvet, en&KA&tT^vsx siwct, 
that waa batied among her cushions, (md\)css.tttQ d^iiVw e^Oi^w*' 
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makuig tliem meet over the nose, and shapuu^ tliem withanartwiiicli 
nothixi^ but long practice coiQd nave enablea lier to acquire. 

Their questions were of the most puenle description— iny age — 
why I did not marry— whether I liked Constantinople— ifl could 
read and write^ &c. &c. ; but no impertinent comment on fashions 
and habits so different from their own escaped them : on the oontnuj, 
they were continually remarking how much I must find everything in 
Turkey inferior to what I had been accustomed to in Europe : and 
they lost themselves in wonder at the resolution that had decided 
me to visit a part of the world where I must suffer so many pri- 
vations. Of course, I replied as politely as I could to these compli- 
mentary comments ; and my companion and myself being much 
fatigued with the exertions that we had made during the day, we 
determined to retire to our apartment, without waiting to partake of 
the second repast, which is served up between two ana three o'clock 
in the morning. 

From this period the Turks remain smoking and sipping their 
coffee, detailing news and telling stories, an amusement to which 
they are extremdv nartial, untiT there is sufBicient li^t to enable 
them to distinguisn between a black thread and a white one, when 
the fast is scrupulously resumed. But it may be curious to renuok, 
that, as not even a draught of water can be taken until the evening 
meal, and (stiU greater privation to the Osmanli), not a pipe can be 
smoked, they have adopted a singular expedient for appeasing the 
cravings of reawakening app^. They^rase opiuid pills to be 
prepared, enveloped in one, two, and three coatings of gold leaf; and 
these they swallow at the last moment when food is permitted to be 
taken ^ under the impression that each will produce its intended effect 
at a given time, which is determined by the number of envdopesthat 
have to disengage themselves from the drug before it can act. 

The apaitment wherein we passed the night was spacious and lofty : 
and the ceiling was lined with canvass, on which a large tree in full 
leaf was painted in oils ; and, as this was the great ornament of the 
room, and, moreover, considered as a model of ingenious invention, 
one of the slaves did not fail to point out to us that the canvassj in- 
stead of being tightly stretched, was mounted loosely on a sh^t 
frame, which, when the air entered from the open windows, permitted 
an undulation intended to give to the tree the effect of reahty. I do 
not think that I was ever more amused— for the branches resembled 
huge boa constrictors much more than anything connected with the 
vegetable kingdom : and every leaf was as large and as black as the 
crown of a man's hat. 

Our beds were composed of mattresses laid one above the other 
upon the floor, and these were of the most costly description ; mine 
being yellow satin brocaded with edd, and that of my companion 
violet-coloured velvet, richly fringed. A Turkish bed is arranged in 
an instant— the mattresses are covered with a sheet of silk gauze, or 
striped muslin-;-(my own on this occasion was of the former material) 
half a dozen pillows of various forms and sizes are heaped up at the 
jiesaii jdlin ncMy embroidered muslin cases, through wnich the satin 
containing tlie down is distmstlj seen— and a ooupVeoi ired&tdicn^^x- 
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lets are laid at the feet, caiefally folded : no second sheet is considered 
necessary, as the coverlets are lined with fine white linen. Those 
which were provided for us, were of pale blue silk, worked with rose- 
colonred flowers. 

At the lower end of every Torkish room, are large closets for the 
reception of the bedding ; and the slaves no sooner ascertain that you 
have risen, than half a dozen of them enter the apartment, and in five 
minutes everv vestise of your couch has disappNeared— you hurry from 
the bed to me batn, whence you cannot possibly escape in less than 
two hours — and the business of the day is then generally terminated 
for a Turkish lady. All that remains to be done, is to sit under the 
covering of the tandour, passing the beads of a perfumed chaplet 
rapidly through the fingers — arraneing and re-arrangin|r the head- 
diess and ornaments—or to put onihe pasimae and /eridj^, and sally 
forth, accompanied by two or three slaves, to pay visits to favourite 
ftiends ; either on foot, in yellow boots reaching up to the swedl of the 
leg, over whidi a slipper of the same colour is worn; or in an araba. 
or carnage of ^the oounby, all paint, gildinjg-. and crimson cloth, nestled 
among cushions, and making more use ot ner eves than any being on 
earth save a Turkish woman would, with the best inclination in the 
world, be able to accomplish: such finished coquetry I never before 
witnessed, as that of the Turkish ladies in the street. As the araba 
moves slowlv along, the/eruyAe is flunff back to displav its white silk 
lining and bullion tassels; ancL should a ^up of handsome men 
be'^cBistered on the pathway, that instant is accidentally chosen for 
aiianging the yeuhmae. The dark-eyed dames of Spain, accomplished 
as th^ are in the art, never made more use of the graceful veil than 
do the Orientals of the jealous peuhmae. 

The taste for *' shoppinjg" is as great among the Eastern ladies as 
with their Dbit European sisters ; but it is indulged in a totally different 
manner.^ Constantinople boasts no commercial palace like those of 
Howell and James, or Storr and Mortimer; andTstill less a Maradan 
Carson: no carriage draws up at the door of an Ebers or a Sams, for 
*' the last new novel ;" nor does a well-warmed and well-floored bazar 
tempt the satin-slippered dame to wander among avenues of gUtterinf 
gew-gaws and elaborated trifles : the carriage of the veiled Osm^E 
stops at the door of some merchant who has a handsome shopman ; 
ana the name of the latter having been previously ascertained, Sadak 
or MustaphsL as the case may be, is ordered by the arabajhe, or coach- 
man, to exhibit to his mistress some article of merchandise, which he 
brings accordingly, and, while the lady affects to examine its quality 
and to decide on its value she enters into conversation with the youth, 
playing upon him meanwhile the whole artillery of her fine eyes, llie 
auestioninf generallv runs nearly thus: — "What is your name?" — 

How old are your" — "Are you married?" — "Were you ever in 
love?" — and similar misplaced and childish questions. Should the 
replies of the interrogated person amuse her, and his beauty appear as 
^[leat on a nearer view as when seen from a distance, the merchandise 
IS objected to, and the visit repeated frequenlV^, ^t^ \kv& ^&^jss&^ss«^ 
taste of the poichaser can be satined. 

Nor are women of high rank exempt trom \\^ \sA<^<k^ ^ss^ss' 
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which Can only be accounted for by the belief that, like caged birds 
occasionally set free, they do not know how to use their liberty: the 
Sultana Hayb^toullah, sister to his Sublime Highn^s, the Light of 
the Ottoman Empire, is particularly attached to this ^ttaio^dinary 
pia88e4efnps. 

The following morning we started on an explorilig expedition| 
accompanied by the closely-veiled and heavily-dttmed Juno," $iia 
attended by her nurse and child, aiid her ouamtly-habited footman; 
and, as the carriage could not«approach the house by a consider- 
able distance, owing to the narrowness and steepness of the streets 
in that quarter of the city (which, built upon the crest and down 
the slope of one of the seven hius," oVenooks th^ glittering and 
craft-dustered port), we were oblijged to walk to it fhrou^ the 
frozen snow, upon the same principle that, as the mountain wonld 
not ^ to Mahomet, Mahomet Was bompelled to go to the mountain. 

Directlv I cast my eyes on the 'c%miag:e, I had an etcdHei^ idelEt. of 
that which the fairy godmother of Cinderella created for her ravourito 
out of a pumpkin. Bs form was that of a small coveted ^i^aggon : jts 
ext^or was all crimson cloth, blue silk fringe, and tassels; ana its 
inside precisely resembled a bake of gilt gingerbread. l^Vfi^ronlid 
looking-fflassds, just sufficiently mge to teflect the {E^tuiie^ ittne^ 
impataneued on either side of the doob^ iand in the placb of \^ilidoWs 
We had alt lattices, so closely made Inat our position was l^e veiy 
reverse of cheerful; and, as I fotmd it, moreover, quit^ impOssiUe to 
breathe freely, these lattices %ere fiung babk, despite Ihe colil knd 
this arrangement being made, I estabmht^ myself very comrottam;^ 
on the satin cushions, with my feet doubled hinder mBata Ttr^ue^ 
amid the pHed-up luxuries of awtf^ iand embtoidCTv. 

Our fint visit was to the duphees, or, as Europeans for SMskne 
inexplicable reason have the habit of calling them, the ** bazars -^ 
the Word bazar Hterally signifying mifu-ket, — ^and as the carriage rattled 
under the heavy portal, my nrst feeling was that of extreme disap- 
pointment. The great attraction of these establishments is unde- 
niably their vast extent, for in temte and richness they are as inferior 
to our own miniature bazars in London as possible. Eudely paved 
— disagreeably diriy — ^plentifoHy furnished with i^outs^ of which both 
the sight ana the scent are unpleasing — badly lighted — clumsily 
built — and so constructed as to afford no idea of the space they 
cover, until you have wandered "through the whole of their mazes, 
your involuntary impression is one oi wonder at the hyperboles 
which have been lavished on them by travellers, and the uncalled-for 
extafiies of tour-writers. 

The charshees are like a little commercial town, roofed in; each 
street being appropriated to one particular trade or calling, and pre- 
senting relative degrees of attn^nion and luxury, from the diamond- 
merchant's counter to the cushions of the shawl and fur-menders. 

The Beizensteen is wonderfully rich in jewels, but in order to wit- 
ness the display of these you must be, or be likely to become, a 
purchaser, as only a few, and those of comparatively small value, are 
exposed in the glass cases which ornament the counters. Neariy the 
whole of the jewellers are Armenians : as well as the money-changers. 



vho trauMct bnsinees in their immediate vicinity. Indeed, all tlie 
steady commerce on a ^reat scale in tlie capital m^ be said to be, 
with very slight eiceptioiu, in the hands of the Aimenians, who have 
the trae, patient, phiddiug, calcokting' spirit of trade ; while the 
wilder speculations of hazardous and ambitious enterprise are grasped 
wiUi aridity by the more daring and adventurous Greeks ; and hence 
ariaea the (act, for which it is at first B^ht difficult to account, that 
tlu) mart wealthy and the most needy of the merdionts of Stamboul 
He_ alike erf that nation; while you rarelvsee an Armenian dther 
limited tiL his means, or obtrusive m hia style. 

Li the street of the embroiderers, whose stalls make a very g^ 
tmaamx, being hung all over with tobacco-baga, purses, ana 
temfai, wnmght in gold and silver, we^ohshased a conple of ricbly- 
wi£ked handxeA^eb. vied, by the ladies of the counts for bindiuE 
vp the hofr after the bath, mid vhlch are embroidered with a taste 
a^ ikiD tmly admiiable. 

TWoewB drove to the shoe bazar, where slippers worked with 
aeedpeails, and silver and gold threacL upon velvets of every shade 
and colatir, make a very hiaidsDme and tempting anpearant^ ; aiul 
among these are raiiped circuW looVius-Elaases, ra wnjch the fraaies, 
backs, and handles a.rc similarly ornamented. The scent -dealers next 
claimed oar attention, and Ihcir quarter is indeed a miniature embo- 
diment t)f "Arabythe Blest," for the ntmosphere is one cloud of 
perfume. Here wc were fully enabled 1^) understand I'emiarrai da 
richeua, for nil the sweets of the East and West tempted us at once, 
from the long and slender fia^on of Eau de Cologne, to the small, 

S'lded, dosely-enveloped bottle of attar-guL Nor less luiurioos was 
e atwosphere of the spice bazar, with its pyramids of dovea, its 
Siles of dnnamon, and its bags of mace— and, while the porcelaitt 
Balers allured us into their neighbourhood by a dHa7,ling display. 



a very confused impression of this great mart of luiury and cipense 
It was a most fatiguing day : and I was scarcely sorry when, navii 
bade farewell to the hosijitable family, who had so kindly ai 



t«Diiily ROeived us as guests, we hastened to embark on board our 
caiqoe, and in ten minutes found ourselves at Topp-hann^, whence we 
■lowly mounted the steep ascent which terminates in the high-street 
of ten, w^hin a hnndred y&rds of our temporary residence. 
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xetOe Tddt— The Miiualeiun— Dotla of (k« 



acbal^ Mnrio— eolemnnr (^ Uw Sorlcc— Mbtaka of ■ ModoBTnnUw 
<— ExTdanodon of tlw CattDttOf — TlM Pra-fot — Tbe Kin c< Pncc— Appoinnca gf 
tlie Chipcl— BellcioBi Toknnca of Uia Tmb— Hie Flmch StsaefOt. 

I FAiD tvo visiti to the convent (if such, indeed, it maf be ttamn^ 
of Taming (or, aa thej are oomiiionlr called in Euti^nl Dancnu) 

Derviahea, which ia sitoatcd opposite the Pcfttt Champs oes Uora, 
descending towards Gakta. The court of the Teldi is entered bj 
a handsomel; ornamented gate, and, having paised it, TOn. hare 
the cemetery of tlic brethren on your left b^i, andtiieeaueof thq 
main building on your ri^ht. As you airive in front of toe cooftai, 
the conrt widena, and m the midst stands a magnificent ]^aae-toee 
of great antiquity, carefull; railed in : while yon have on one (dde tha 
degunt mausoleiun in -which repose liie anperiota of the oitler; and 
on the other the fountain of white raarbl& roofed in like an onbof, 
and enclosed on all its sii sides from tne veather, wh«e tite der- 
vishes perform their ablations ere they enter the chapeL The man- 
sdeum is of the octagon form, tbe fioor being raised two utepi in tho 
centre, leaving a space all ronnd, just snffidentlv wide for one peraoa 
to pass along. The sarcotjhagi are covered wiut jdain dar-eounmd 
cloth, and at the bead of Mch tomb is placed tihe (Wk^, or derviali't 
hat, encircled by a dear muslin handkerdiic£ embodsied with 
tinted silks and gold thread. A large gilt Dune, mmliMjiig the 
rem-esentation of a hat wrought in needlework, and standing on a 
slab, on which is inscribed a sentence from the Koran, rests against 
one of tbe sarcophag-i, and huge wax-candles in plain cUf-O^Dred 
candlesticks are scattered amone tbe tombs. 

The Tekie is a handsome bnildiiK with projecting wings, in which 
the conununity live very comfortab^ '^^. ^heir wives and children j 
and whence, having performed theii leligions duties, they sally forUi 
to their several avwitions in the eity, and minele with their fellow- 
men upon eqoal terms. Unlike the monks of the Church of Borne, 
the dervishes are forbidden to accnmulate wealih in order to enrich 
either themselves or their convent. Tbe most simple fare, the least 
coatlv garment, serve alike for tJieir own use, and for that of their 
fsmiuea -. indnstrr, tempenne& and devotion, arc their duties ; and, 
as they are at liberty to secede from^ their self-imposed obligations 
-■■- — Ter they see fit todo so, there is no Inke warm ness among the 
ini^, who find time thronghoat the whole year to devote m — 



honn to God, even of their mostbnsy days ; and, unlike their fellow- 
citjiens, the otiier MnssDlmaniu, they throw open the doors of their 
chapd to strangers, ootyitipalatiiig that gentlemoi aball put off their 
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Thia chapel which has been eironeousl; deaisnalfd a " mosqoe," 
is an octagon building of moderate size, neatly painted in fresoo. 
The centre of the floor is railed off, and tbe enclosure is sacred 10 
^e brotherhood j vtule th^ outer circle, covered with Indian mat' 
tyis. 13 appropriated to visitors. A deep gaUerr runs round six 
Bides of the building, and beneath it, on foui left band as roa 
enter, jon remark the lattices through which the Turkish women 
witness the service. A narrow mat eunounds the circle within 
the railitlf, and upon this the brethren knee) during the prsfeis: 
while Uie centre oT the floor is so highly poUshed by the perpetual 
tfiction thai it resembles a mirrar, aad ftie boards ore unilcd by 
bails with beads as Urge as a shiUuig, to prevent aocidenU to the 
feet of the dervishes diuiog their evolutions. A bar of iron 
descends' octagoitalljr from the ce^fe of the, domed roof, to which 
transTerse bxfs ara attached, bearing a vast number of gkss lamps 
of ((ifE^ent coloora aitd sicei ; and, against many of the pillars, of 
which I ooijnted foni-and'twentl'i Bupportiug ~the dome, are hung 
tamea. witMn which axe insoribea pasa^es from the Prophets. 

. F the superior, the name of the founder of tho 

written in gold on a black ground, in imiiicnso chatacters. 
consists of a small carpet, above wiiich is spread a crimson 

an this the worthy principle was squatt«d when we entered, in 
Du BuuuLi cioak of Spanish &own, with large hanging sleeves, and hia 
getuaT or high hat of gray felt, encirded 'witb a green shawL 1 

S'tied nim that his hack was tamed towards the glorious SosphoriLi, 
at V)U distinctly seen through the four lai^ windows at tjie 
6xtremit7 of the chapel, flaKlim g in the light, with the slender 
■unuets and loidlj mosqoet of Stamboul gleaming ont in the difl- 
Unoe. 

One bf one, the dervishes entered the chapel, bowing profonndb' 
at Um little gate of the enclosure, took their plaoea on the mat, and, 
bending down, reverently kias^ the groondj and then, folduig theii 
atrnp meekly on their breasts, remained huned in prayer, with tlieii 
eves chraed, and theirbodiesswisging ^owly toand fro. Theywerq 
all mvdoped in wide cloaks (oai^-aoloured cloth with pendent 
flleeyea; and wore their geulafs, whidi they retained dunng the 
whole t» the service. 



ji consequence, quite unprepared for the effect tiiat the ^libition 
of their religious rites camiot fail to exert on all those who are 
mA predetenuined t« find food for mirth in every sectarian pecu- 
liarity. The deep stillness, broken only by the breath of prayer, or 
the mehmcholi^ wailing of the muffled instruments, which seemea to 
send forth their voice cf sadness from behind a cloud in sobdned 
sorrowing, lil^ the melodious plaint of angels over fallen mortality 
— tiie concentrated and pious self-forgetfulness of the commnnit}', 
who never once cast their eyes over the crowds that thronged Ibatr 
chuwl — the drap rich chant of the choral brethren — «.vea.Vbib-^«ci 
Goimit ^ordea b; the light and furjr-\iket«[a'^\&m'«\iu^'CDK^%i^a 
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impearance, heightened the effect of the scene ; and tacitly rehnked 
the presmnption and worldliness of spirit that 'woxM have sought a 
jest m the very sanctuary of religion. 

The service commenced with an extemporaneous praver from the 
chief priest, to which the attendant dervishes hstoiea with arms 
folded upon their breasts, and their eyes fixed on the ground. At its 
oondufflon, all bowed their foreheads to the earth ; and the orchestra 
struck into one of those peculiarly wild and melancholy Turkish airs 
which are unlike any oUier music th^ I ever heard. Instantly, the 
full Toices of the brethren joined in chorus, and the effect was thrill- 
ing: now the sounds died away like the exhausted breath of a 
departing spirit, and suddenly tney swelled once more into a deep 
and powerful diapason that seemed scarce earthly. A second still- 
ness of about a mmute succeeded, when the low, solemn music was 
resumed, and the dervishes, slowiy rising from the earth, foDowed 
their superior three times round the enclosure; bowine down twice 
under the shadow of the name of thrar founder, suspended above tiie 
seat of the hiffh priest. This reverence was pmormed without 
removing their folded arms from their breasts — the first time on the 
side by which they approached, and afterwards on that opposite, 
whidi they gained by slowly revolving on the right foot, in such a 
manner as to prevent their turning their backs towards the inscrip- 
tion. The procession was closed by a second prostration, after which, 
each dervish having gained his place, cast oft his doak, and such as 
had walked in wooden slippers withdrew them, and, passing 
solemnbr bdore the chief priest, they coinmenced their evolutions. 

I am oy no means prepued, nor even inclined, to attempt a Quixotic 
defence of the very extiraordmary and bizarre ceremonial to whidi I 
was next a witness ; but I cannot, nevertheless, agree with a modem 
travcdkr in describinff it as '' an aosurdity." liiat it does not accord 
with our European ideas of consistent ana worthy worship, is not oidy 
possible, but certain; yet I should imagine that no one could feel 
other than respect for men of irreproachable character, serving God 
according to their means of judgment. 

The extraordinary ceremony inmh gives its name to the dancing, 
or, as they are realljr and much more appropriately called, the tuininj^ 
dervishes — ^fqr nothing; can be more utterly unlike dancing than their 
evolutions, — is not without its meaning. The communi^ first jpnj 
for pardon of their past sins, and the amendment of their rature hves ; 
and then, after a silent supplication for stren^ to work out the 
change, tiiey fisrure. by their peculiar and fatiguing movements, their 
anxiety to shake the dust from their feet," and to cast from them all 
worldhr ties. 

As I could not reconcile mjself io believe that the custom could 
have grown out of mere whim, I took some pains to ascertain its 
meaning, as well as visiting the chanel a second time during its ob- 
servance, in order to ascertain whether the ceremonies differed on 
different davs, but I remarked no change. 

Immediately after passing with a solemn reverence^ twice perfonned, 
the place of the high priest, who remained standing, the dervishes 
q^otead their aims, and commenced their revolving motion ; the palm 



of the right hand beinff held Upwards, and that of the left turned down. 
Hbai uodei-dressea (for, as I before remarked, they had laid aaide 
their doaks) consisted of a nuiet and petticnat of dark-coloured 
clothjthat descended to their feet: the hitter ottlcr of brethren being 
dad m greei, and the others in orown, or a sort of vellowish grey ; 
aboot their vtaSta ther wore wide girdles, edged with red, to wUch 
the ri^ aide of the jacket was doaeij hitcned, while the left hmg 
loose: their petticoats were of immense width, and laid in large plaita 
'beneath the gnrdle, and, as the wearers swung lourid, formed a bdl- 
like appearance ; these latter garments, however, are only worn during 
the ceremony, and are CEchaiigcd in summer for white ones, of Jighter 
matcriaL 

Tha niunber of those who were *' on duty," for I know not how else 
to express it, was nine ; seven of them being men, and the remaining 
two mere boys, theTOnngeat certainly not more than t<m fears (^ age. 
Nine, elercn, and thirteen, are the mystic uumbers, which, however 
gnat the strength of the community, are never exceeded ; and the re- 
maining members of the brotherhood, during the evolutions of their 
cooipBnions, contiune engaged in pr^erwithin the endoatfre. These, 
on this occudon, amounted to about a score, and remained eadi lean- 
ing against anillar: lAik tiie beat (tf tbe drum in the gallery mailed 
the tune to whieh the revolviw dervishes moved ; and the ^ect was 
■ingnlT to a decree that baffles description. So true and unerring 
were their motions, that. aUbonf^ the space which they occapiedwaa 
somewhat circnmscrflKO, they nevcz once guned upon each other: 
and for five minutes they continued twirlmg roono and lonnd, as 
thon^ impelled by ntadunery, their pate, passionless countenances 
perfrctly immobile, their heada slighuy declined towards the right 
shonlde^ and their inflated gaiments creating a-cold shup air in the 
ch^el, reom the rapidity of their action. At the terminafion of that 
period, the name of the prophet occurred in the chant, which had been 
onintermitted in the gaUerv ; and, as they simultaneously paused, and, 
folding their hands upon their breasts, bent down in reverence at the 
sound, their ample garments wound aboat them at the sadden check, 
and gave tbem, for a moment, the appearance of mummies. 

An interval of prayer followed ; and the same ceremonr was per- 
formed three times ; ax the termination of which they all fell prostrate 
on the euth, wiunt those who had hitherto remained spectators flung 
their dodca over them, and the one who knelt on the left of the chi^ 
priest ros^ and delivered a lonp prayer divided into sections, with a 
ispid and solemn vcaoe, prolonnng the last word of each sentence by 
the ntterance of "ha— ha— kr' — with a rich depth of octave that 
would not have disgraced Phillips, 

This prayer was for "the great ones of the earth" — the m^nates 
of the &id— ell who were in Authority over them :" and at ea<^ 
proud name tiiey bowed their heads aptm their breasts, nntdl that of 
the Sultan was men&med, when they once more fell flat upon the 
gtODsd, to the sound of Hie most aw&l howl I ever heard. 

This outburst from the galkr; terminated the labours of the or- 
dieatn; and tiie anterior, rising to his knees while tiie others con- 
tinued prostrate, in us torn prayed forafewi]utsiit&\»cA.^&Kt^'UkicB% 
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his stood upon the Grimson rag, they sppronGhed him one liyjojic, and 
clasmng his hand, pressed it to their lips and forehead. When the 
fiist nad passed^ he sti^tioned himself on the right of the superior, an4 
ayaited the am?al of the second, vho, on reaching nim, hestowed on 
him also the kiss of peace, vluch he had just proffered to the chief 
priest ; and e^ in sncces^ion pei<io|:med the same cereman^ to all 
those vho had lo-eoedea. him, which was acknowledged by gently 
stroking down the heard. 

This wai the fin4 act of the exhibition; and, the superior hmrinsf 
slowly and silently traversei the enclosure, in five seconds the dbapel 
was empty, and tne congregation busied at the portal in redaiiping 
their booi^, shoes, and slippers. 

I had never hi^erto seen soch picturesque ^nramps ig those which 
thronged the deryisties' dLapeTo^ idt seoond visit; nor ai4 X ererwit- 
ness more perfect order in foiy piublic assembly. A deep stiOni^ 
reined throughout the whole ceremony, only broken by the sobs <tf a 
miodteKaged Tork ^no stood near me, and w AO was so mucn oyemnne 
by the saddening wail of the orchestras that ho.ooul^ not restrain his 
tears ] a circii^nsStance by no means 1^^x)^|mon in this oountvy, where 
all ran^s ^ peco^ly susceptible to th^ inflnftT}pf, of music 

The interior of the edificp was a perfect pictare« of which ^ the 
soberly-cidd dervishes occumed the centre; while the exterior drde 
was peopled with groups ^soldiers m their coarae wmping coats 
and red caps— venerable Turks in. cUffet-coloured peli^es, richly 
forred — descendants of Mahomet, with uieir green turnans and portly 
beards — ^ana peasants in their rude suits of dosky brown ; all equally 
ii^t, imd all equally orderly.' 

The Turks are extr^oiely tolerant with regard to religious oninicms : 
their creed being si)lit into as many sects as that of th^ Cnurdi of 
England; and each individual being left cquaUy j^ee to (oDow, as he 
sees fit, the dictates of his conscience. The dervishes ajre o| several 
different orders. The Mivlavies are materialists in their faith ; the 
Zerrins worship the Virgin Mary ; and the BektaeJu^ believe in the 
Saviour and tne twelve apostles ; every order has its pec^]iar con- 
stitutioiL differing from the dogmas of simple Tslamjsm ; but they are 
univers^y venerated by Mussehnauns, despite their secUui(m preju- 
dices. They are generally versed in astrolc^ and music ; exorcise 
sufferers from witchcraft and the evil eye : ana are always of quiet and 
submissive nuumers, never mingling either in the intrigues of the 
court, or the cabals of the Ul^mas. 

It IS not surprising that the Turks should venerate their own der- 
vishes, when they not only tolerate but even respect the Christian 
monks, and regard their monasteries as holy places, bearing the names 
of saints, and inhabited by men wholly devoted to God. To such a 
height^ indeed, do they carry this reverence, that they permit the com- 
munities of several convents built on the charming btt]e group of 
islands, called " Princes* Islands,'' situated in the Fropontis, not more 
than two leagues from Constantinople, to be summoned to their chapel 
to pi^er hy the rineing of bells ; a privilege which is not accorded!^to 
any diristian church devoted to a general congregation; but perhaps 
the greatest proof that can be adduced of their veneration for religious' 
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societies, eidsts in the fact that in the mansoletun of the principal* 
Teki^, at Iconium, lies one of the most celebrated of Mosselinaim 
saints, MoUah Honkiar^ and beside him a Christian monk, to whom he 
had been so tenderly attached during his life, that he desired in his 
will that they shonla not be separate after death. The two tombs 
still exist, and what renders the anecdote still more worthy of record, 
is the oinmmstance that it is the ch^ik or abbot of this ve^ monastery, 
who has the. priyilege of girding on the i9fW(»d of the Sultietn in the 
mosque of Eyoub, on his accession to the Ottoman throne. 

The Turks do not consider their women worthy to become dervishes, 
but they, nevertheless, respect the Christian nuns : and a somewhat 
curious proof of this fact was given in 1818. on the receipt by the 
Sultan and his favourite minister, Halet Enendi, of two petitions 
drawn up by a sisterhood at Genoa» in which were Set forth the injuries 
done to their convent by the French republicans, terminating with ^ 
prayer to "his very pious Highness," to send to them, as a present, 
three Tuiiiej carpets to cover the floor of their chapel, one m which 
was to be cnmson, a seocmd purple, and the third green : and in return 
tiiey nromised to pray for the health, prosperi^, ana glory of the 
au^t head of the Ottoman emx>hre. The Sultan gallantly acceded to 
thor request, wA the compatriots of Bozalana receiveiL with the 
least possible d^lay, the magnificent donation by which aMussebnaun 
emperor contributed to the adornment of a temple dedicated to 
Christian worship. 

In the Cemetery of the Teki^, at Fera, lies the body of the Marquis 
de Bonneval, a French renegade, who died a pasha : and the stone 
lAth yet remains there that once covered the head oi Halet Effendi, 
the founder of the convent. whicL I have omitted to mention, is built 
entirdy of marble. The head of the Effendi has, however, been re- 
moved to a less sacred place of burkd, and has found a 'traitor's 
'grave. 



C&APTteR IV, 

Merchants of Galata— Palaces of Pera— Picluresque slyle of Building;— The Perotes 
— Sodal Sabjects— Greeks, European and Schismatic — Ambassadorial Residences 
— Eitfrte of the SmbftMies— Thie CamiTal— Rosrian Supremacy— Societ7 of Pera. 

Neithipe Frank nor Christian is allowed to inhabit the " City of 
the FaithM;" and the faubourg of Pera^ situated on the opposite side 
of the port, IS consequently the nead-quarters of the Slite of Eurooean 
society. Galata^ which skirts the shore of the Bosphonis at the base 
of the hill on which Pera is built, numbers among its inhabitants many 
yery respectable merchants, whose avocations demand their continual 
presence: but Pera is the dwelHns-place of the beau-monde — the 
seat of lashion—^he St. James's of the capital. Here everything 
social is en magnijique: the residences attached to the different Lega- 
tions ^ory in the imposing designations of " palaces "-rthe gloomy 
iKuigaxiM of the Parisian modistes are as dear and as dirty as can be 
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• desii^— fdl the emphjfh of diplomacrjr thiong the narrow, ste^, and 
ill-^yed streei», Wiiile the flair Greecs look down upon them from 
theur bay-windows, projecting far beyond the facade of Uie bnilding; 
and the bri2:ht-eved Armenians peer firom their lattices, " all-seeing; 
but nnseen.'^ Tne qnaintly-colonred houses looking like tenements 
of painted pasteboard, appear as though a touch would make 
them meet, and are pictui^que beyond descr^tion, as they adranoe 
and recede, setting all external order, regulanty, and pn^ortion, ttk 
defiance. 

In my rapid definition of European society, I must not omit to 
mention that the Perotes. or natives of Pera, consider themselyes as 
muchFranks as though tney had been bom and nurtured on the banks 
of the Thames or the Seine ; and your expression of amusement at 




iply divide sociefy into two parts- 
scandalous-^premising, however, that it requires a aeUcate touch to 
separate them, they are so intimately interwoven. Those who have 
the ««/y^ of tne several embassies criticise eadi other; while those 
who have not» exefdse a still more pow]erful prerogative ; and certain 
it 18 that, between the two, the population oi Pera is a great droolat- 
ing medium which would render an official "hue and cry'' a work of 
supererogation. "Not a feather falls to the ground," but in half an hour 
every^ inoividual in the place knows by whom it was plucked, and the 
tale IS told with a radness and a zest that would make the fortune of 
a Sunday paper. 

A nice distinction exists among the Greeks, on which they vehe- 
moitly insist ^ the Greek Catholics consider themselves as Eurojpeans, 
while the schismatic Greeks do not assume this privilege, of which the 
former are extiremdy jealous. 

After the residence of a few weeks, you can readily determine the 
origin of every female whom you encounter in the streets of Pera. 
The fair Perotes, indeed, wear the bonnet, the doak, and the shawl, 
whiioh form the walking garb of the genuine European gentlewoman; 
but, nevertheless, it is impossible not to disting^h them at a glance ; 
an insurmountable taste for bright colours, an indescribable pecmliarity 
in the adjustment of their toilet, at once mark the Perote ; while the 
dark-eyed Greek is known by her wide-spreadinff turban of gauze or 
velvet, over which b flung a lace veil, which, falling low upon the 
back and shoulders^ leaves the face almost entirely uncovered. 

Since the great nre of Pera, the Ambassadors of England and France 
have resided at Therapia, a pretty village on the biuiks of the Bos- 
phorus, near the mouth of the JBlack Sea; but tiie Internuncio of 
Kussia, the Ministers of Austria and Prussia, and the ckamS$ 
d'affaires of Sardinia and Holland, still inhabit the town during tiie 
winter months. The Austrian palace, however, is the only one that 
now remains, the other diplomatic establishments bein^ compressed 
into dwelling-houses ; thus the Hussian minister inhabits a mansion 
in the High Street, and the Dutch chargh d' affaires resides next door 
tons. 

Hie enirie of the embassies is peculiarly easy to the resident Euro- 
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peaiis, as their number is so limited tliat les grands convenances are 
ahnost necessarily laid aside, and their excellencies super-eminently 
tolerant with regard to the rank of their guests. Thus it is some- 
what startling to a traveller accustomed to the exclusive circles 
of Paris and London to find, not only merchants and their wives 
at the diplomatic soirdes, but even the head-clerks and their fcur 
partners. It is true that the mode of reception has gradations of 
giaciousness^ — 



«« 



SmaU by degrees, and beantiftilhr less;" 



but this is mere matter of individual feeling and power of endurance— 
the lact remains unaltered. 

The Carnival had this year resumed its gaiety; men's minds had 
be^un to cast off the panic occasioned bv the terrific confiagration, 
whidi alinost made the town a waste, ana nearly ruined many of the 
inhabitiuits whose property consisted chiefiy in houses. 

At the Austrian palace there were balls every Sunday, ^ere mus- 
tachios and diplomatic buttons were rife ; ana even in a ball-room 
the Bnssian supremacy is pal^bly evident — tiieir number, their 
political power, their never-cettsmg efforts at popularity, cannot be 
forgotten for a moment. There is cuplosiacy in every action— in every 
look— in every tone— end withal a self-gratidator^, quiet species of 
at-home-ness everywhere and with everybody, wmch shows you at 
omoe timt they are quite at ease, at least, tor the present. 

Exquisite, m the most wide acceptation of the term, in their costume 
—affectedly refined and aristocratic in their masmers-aeham^s pmr 
la danse — jMssant la moiliS de leur temps a rienfaire, et P autre moitii 
hfairedes rtens. the attaekSs of M. de Boutenieff, upwards of thirty in 
number, are as busily employed in turning heads and winning hearts, 
as though the great stake wnich they came here to play were but the 
secondary obaed; of then: mission. 

Close the doors of the diplomatic residences, and little more can be 
said for the European society of Pera -it is about on a par with tiiat 
of a third-rate provincial town in IWland. ISnnui succeeds to 
curiosity, and indifference to enmii; ana you gladly step into your 
caique, or your araba; or, better stU], spring into your saddle, to re- 
create yourself among scenes of beauty and magnificence, and to escape 
firom '*the everlasting larum" of ''rounded sentences which tend to 
nothing." 
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dony i^ of wiuch a mnckm tnTcIler has mkea; ImL ahsl-— tiie 
trath most be tdd — oat a mosque nLStambonTbas a fpSdei dame ; and 
tiie onlrmproadi to socha gorgeous object that Icoold diac o fei were 
tile ffiaea spires of ^be mmarets of ookaa Malnnaiurs masque at 
Topp-hanzie ; bat, em moMcie, the eye lingered long on. the rain of 
Jnstmian's aqaednct, whidi rises hoar and dsrk abo^ the dnsterxng 
bqaaes of the cibr, spanning the two hills against iriiicfa. it rests^ as 
witii tiie grasp ot centuries — upon the flittering nimndesof the Seia]^ 
JJaaiimg oiot amid the tall cypresses iSai hem uem in; and an the 
cifgant^ but nearh^ nntenanted^ Seraglio itsd^whieb stands vpontibe 
T07 c^e of tiie Iake4ike sea^ misored in tiie dear w«tas» . , , ■ 



But tlieae were soon left beliind ; and, as our sturdy rowers ripidiy 
impelled ua forward, we traced on our right hand the eitenaiye out- 
buildings of the Araeiial, which bound the shore to the very eitremity 
of the port, and only terminate at the point of the " Sweet Wateps," 
where o lovely river empties itself into the harbour, ana gives its 
name to the locality. 

In tea minutes we were at the Fsnai, and landed on a vooden ter- 
race "washed by the waters of the port ; and in five mote w« li»J 

passed into the gardeu to which it belmu" ■"-' " 

house of the hospitable family *ho had oi 
night. 

Having trarersed an eiiensire hall, Jiaved with stone, whence three 
tligrhts of marble stairs gave sdmitrance into different parts of the 
nuoaoii, we pa^ed thioi^ a lone gallery, and entered the apart- * 
ment in whim thf )adies (rf tiix family were awaiting oar amvaL, 
No duDlllg sslijblttoil of neasnrsd coortesv— no high-bred manifeata- 
tfonM''cxduwvB"illcUfl!BWICt greeted the foreign strangers; but 
«adi lit tnU i^praacaed na with extended hand, and ottered the kiss 
of wdcome ; iJidin lesl gaa a quarter of an boor we were all laogtuDS 
■ad diattins u gaUy in freodi, as though we had been the acquaint- 
ance ot years. ' 

Nowhere do you feel yourself more thoroughly at home at once than 
among the inhabitants of the Sast [ thcv tnny be what we are accnsr 
tomea Im call them — (enii-barbarians ; but, if such be the cast neret 
was the aphorism of a celebrated female writer more thoroughly ex- 
emplified, that " extreme politeness comes next to ettreme simplidty 
of manners." Any privation that you may Boffet in a Turkish ot 
Greek house, beyona those consequent ou tlie habits of the eoonhx 
most be gratoitoDS, as the natives place a lirm reliaiioe on your asking 
for tjl that yon require or wish; and they arc so &r from being obliged 
to Ton fbr a oontniTimifle of aotlon, that you caqnot more Berioosly 
offend than by giving thtm cause to suspect, after lonr departure, 
that 70a have Been inconrenienoed dunng your residence m their 
&milie9. 

The room in which we were received was of considerable extent, and 
sURoonded on three sides by a sofa, like those in the Turkish houses, 
which were in fact copied fem the Greeks ; this was corered with a 
^n-'pattoned chintt, and famished with cushions of cut velvet of a 
lien de«> blue; nor was the comfortable tandour wanting ; and, when 
I had laid aside nrr doak, shawL and bonnet, and exchanged my 
validiig-shoes foi uppers, I crept under the wadded covenngs as 
gladly ta tmy Greek among them ; and, having surrounded ourselves 
with cndiioiu, we idl sat in luxurious idleness, ipeculating on the 
forthcoming ball, and relating anecdotes of those which were past. 

floUdng can be more patriarchal than tlie domestic economy of a 
Greek fhinlly : titat in which we were guests comprised three gene- 
rations; and the respect and obedience shown by the younger 
Ivancbes totheir venerable relatives were at once beautiful and 
affecting. The »fei grandmother, a nohle remain of former beauty, 
with a profile which a sculptor must etill have loved to look upon, so 
peifectv ma ila outline pteserved — wore h^ gray hair braided I»ck 
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from her forehead, and a dark shawl wound abont her head — a long 
pelisse of brown doth lined with rich for, with wide sleeves, and an 
under-jacket of crimson merinos, doubled with marten-skin; her 
daughter, the mistress of the house, and the. mother of twelve chil- 
dren, reminded me strongly of a Jewess, with her large, dark, 
flashmg eyes, and high aquiline nose : her wide brow was dncturea 
with a costly Persian scarf; and during the day she three times 
dianged the magnificent cachemire in which she was enveloped. The 
younger ladies wore turbans of gauze wreathed with flowers, very 
similar to those which are in use among our matrons for evening 
dress ; their dark, luxuriant, glossy hair being almost entirely hidden; 
and furred pehsses that reached mm the throat midway to the knee, 
whence the full petticoat of merinos, or chaly, fell in large folds to 
their feet. 

As soon as we were comfortably established roxmd the tandour, a 
servant brought in a tray on which were arrangbd a lar^ cut glass 
vase, filled with a delicate preserve slightly impr^g^nated witii aUar de 
rase, a range of crystal eoblets of water, and a silver boat, whose oars 
were gilt tea-spoons. Cme of these the lady of the house immersed 
in the preserve, and offered to me ; after which she replaced the 
spoon in the boat, and I then accepted a draught of water presented 
by the same hospitable hand; the whole ceremony was next eone 
through with m:^ father; and, the tray being dismiued, a seponaser- 
vant entered with coffee, served in little porcelain cups of divers 
patterns, without saucers, but deposited in stands of fillagreed silver, 
8hiu>ed nearly like the eeg-cups of Europe. 

After this, we were left to our charcoal and cushions until six 
o'clock ; save that my father smoked a costly pipe with a mouth-piece 
of the colour and almost of the bulk of a lemon, in company of our 
host, a talL majestic-looking man, upwards of six feet in height, 
whose black calpac differed from those of the Annenians in its supe- 
riority of size and globular form, and whose furred garments, heaped 
one above another, seemed to me, shivering as I had lately been 
under a sharp spring breeze on the water, the very embodiment of 
comfort. 

A Ghreek dinner is a most elaborate business : rendered still more 
lengthy by the fact that the knives, forks, and other appliances which 
J European example has introduced, are as yet rather mndrances than 
auxihuies to most of those who have adopted them. 

When we had taken our places at table, I looked around me with 
considerable interest : we were truly a large party—all the junior 
members of the family, who had been throughout the morning " on 
household cares intent, were gathered around the board ; and such a 
circle of bright black eves I never beheld before in my life ! 
^ The very aspect of the repast was app^tuutjU—the portly tureen of 
rice-soup was surrounded by everv tentative to appetite that can be 
enumerated ; pickled anchovies, snred cheese, dned sausage divided 
into minute portions, pickles of everv descrintion, salt tunny-fish, 
looking like condensed rose-leaves, and Adrianople tongues sliced to the 
thinness of wafers. The sparkling Greek wines were laughing in light 
among dishes upheaped with lusaous confectionary— Sciote pastry— 
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led mullet, blushing thron^h the garlanded parsley among whicli they 
were imbdded, ana pyramids of pillanf sHgntly tm^ed with the juice 
gI the tomato. More substantial dishes were rapidly handed round 
by servants^ and a ddidons dessert crowned the hospitable meal, at 
whose termination we hurried to onr several apartments, and were 
Mon immersed in all the mysteries of the toilet. 

The house of the merchant by whom the ball was to be ^Yen, 
and whose name was Eachishesh O^lou, signifying " Son of the 
Hennit," was next door to that in which we were already guests ; 
and the cheerful music of the Wallachian band gave earnest of its 
ocmunencement long ere we were ready to anient the festive crowd ; 
and a crowd it truly was, a perfect social kaleidoscope ; for the variety 
of costumes and colours in constant motion formed a gay and charac- 
teristio piece of human mosaic. There were the venerable men 
whose hair and beards had grown gra^ with age, and who had 
scorned to pull off the garb of their lathers — the dark globular 
calpao and the graoefol j^Hsse: the iters etcU of fashion, m their 
aemi-EuTopam dress, the lU-cut frock-cpat, and the scarlet fez drawn 
down to their very eyebrows ; and the young, travelled beaux, in their 
pride of superior knowledge and tenue^ gloved and chaossed with 
a nratness and precision worthy of the school in which they had 
studied. ^ 

Among the ladies, the same graduated scale of fashion was percep- 
tible: the elder matrons wore the dark head-dress and unbecoming 
YCHst of byg[one years, half ^ concealed by the warm wrapping pelisse ; 
the next m age had mingled the 6reek and European customs 
into one heterogeneous mass, each heightening and widening the 
alMUidity of the other, and had overlaid the inconsistent medley 
with a profusion of diamcmds absolutely dazzling; while the youn^^r 
ladies presented precisely the same appearance as the belles of a thu-d- 
Tdk/d countiT town in England : their petticoats being too short, their 
heads too nigh, their sleeves too elaborate, and their whole persons 
over-dressed. 

I have already remarked on the fondness of the Greek ladies for 
eav colours ; a taste peculiarly, and almost painfully, apparent in a 
oaU-room : such bright blues, deep pinks, and glowing scarlets I 
never before saw collected together ; and this glsuring taste extends 
even to their jewels, which they mix in the most extraordinary man- 
ner ; their only care being to heap upon their persons every ornament 
that they can contrive to wear. 

I cannot^ however, record even this inconseouent criticism without 
a feding of self-reproach, when I remember the kindliness of heart, 
and frankness of welcome, with which I was received among them. 
No curious impertinence taught me that I was felt to be a stranger • 
on the contrary, I was greeted with smiles on every side; each had 
something kind and complimentary to address to me; and in ten 
minutes I had been presented to every individual in the room whose — 
acquaintance I could desire to make. Nor must I pass over without 
remark the progress of education among these amiable women ; two- ' 
thirds of the younger ones speak French, manv of them even fluenlJv — 
several were conversant with English, and still more with Italian ; wmle 
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a knowledgre of the ancient Greek is the basis of their edncation, tmd 
is conseipentlT ahnost general A taste for music is aJbo rapidly 
obtaining; a^ time and greater fadhties are alone wanting to lend 
the polish of high-bre6ding and high education to the Qfe&L ladies : 
the material is there — the}; already -possess intellfict^ qnickness of 
perception, and a strong desire for instmctioni and, erea eminently 
impenor as they already are to the Turkish and Armenian females, 
tiiey are so oonsclous of their defioifinoies botii of education iand 
opportunity, that, were these once secured to them, they would 
probably be inferior to no wom^ in tiie world as tegsids mental 
acquirements. 

I pass b^ the heavy-looking, but. nevertheless, handsome, son of the 
rrinoe of Somos, the liunister oi Moldavi&'-a group of Mickialis. 
Manolalds, Lorenzis, Arcolopobs, &c.. &c., fto., all dark-eyed and 
mustachided— to particularise an indlTiattal who must ever be an object 
of great interest to all who are conversant with eastern poUtics— I 
allude to Nicholas Anstarchi— Logotheti, or head of the Sergjr, and 
representative of tiie Qreek nation in the synod— the Aristarcni, who 
is acctLsed by his enemies of having brought about t^e treidy of 
XJnldar Skelessl— of having caused Achmet Pasha to counsel the 
Bultan to cede some of his nnest provinces to the Eassians, in virtue 
of the convention of St. Petersburg ; and, to crown all, of being in the 
receipt of n considerable pension, granted to him, in consideriUion of 
his services^ by the Emperor Nicholas. 

Logotheti saw his father cut to nieces before hia eyes—murdered 
by tixe emissaiiett df those whom he had served with honour and 
fidelity-^ha beheld his mother nut forth, with her seven helpless 
daug^tefs, from tiie hotne that had so long been hers— he stood be- 
tween his twt> young brothers, orphaned and beggared b^ the same 
stroke— he UM the possessions which should have oeen his own pass 
into the hand* of strangers— and he knew and felt that on his mdi- 
vidual. exertions depended thb comforts, the foittmeS) the very exist- 
ence of those helpless and homeless beings. 

I shall pursue the subieot no farther, for obvicms rea^ns • suffice 
it that Nicholas Atistarchi, great Logoth^ and tharpif tTe^^aires for 
WallachiiL was to me an object of surpassiitg interest 1 1 had heard so 
much of nim— I had imagmed so much— and I had been so deeply 
affected by his domestic history— that I was anxious to see aman vmo 
had suffered so fearfully, who had stru^led so manfdlly, who had 
pappled with fortune unm he saw it at his feet^ and whose individual 
mfluenca had sufficed to depose two piitriarchs, atid to seat two others 
on the throne of the Greek Church. 

I was not a%Bt«, and was, in fact, perfectly indifferent, as to the 
tendency of his politics ; I was desirous only to make the acquaintance 
of a man who had become an ol^eot of great interest to me from the 
description and naj^ration of an individual who had supceeded in awa- 
kening in my mind a wish to see and converse With him. My business 
was with the man ; With the politician I had nothing to do. 1 thought 
onlv of the Aristarchi who had saved and siipported a ruined mother 
ana a beggared family; I caired not for the dragoman who had assisted 
A^ iixiea^eat, and jxissed his youth ainong the intrigues of cabinets; 
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Eis domestic liistory was a little romance ; my feelings of sympathy 
bad been excited by the mamier in which it was rektea to me; and I 
reMced in the opportunity of becoming known to him. 
' Xogotheti was one of the first persons presented to me * and I in- 
stantly felt thai, had I encountered him in a crowd, X could not haye 
passed him by without remark. 

After a few moments of conyersation, he introduced me to his wife, 
bis mother, and his sisters, all ot whom greete^ me with the greatest 
kindness ; and in a few more my hand was in his, and we were thread- 
ing the mazes of a cotiUon. 1 was much amused by the officiousness 
oflus attendants ; his pijpe^bearer, whose tube (not staff) of office was 
of the niost costly descnption. approached him eyery fiye minutes with 
ibe tempting luxury, of whicn he was, howeyer, much too well-bred 
ip avail nimself wnile conversing with me — althougn the Greek ladies 
are accustomed to this social accessory, and many oi the elder ones 
even indulge in it themselyes ; another handed to him, from time to 
time, a dean cambric handkerchief; while a third haimted him like 
pis shfvdowi apd tne i^oment that we paused, either in the dance, or 
in our walk ajoross the room, placed a couple of chairs for us to seat 
oiprselVes. Of this latter arrangement, he availed bimsdf without 
scruple, and compelled me lo do the same ; while, as the evolutions of 
ibe ngure ccmstantly caused me to rise, he invariably stood leaning 
oyer the back of my empty coair until 1 was again seated, ere he 
would resume )us own. 

As he persisted in dancing with me nearly the whole of the evemng. 
pd tAlkmg to me d^g the remainder; I soon became mucb in' 
ierested in his conversation, and it was with sincere pleasure that 1 

iieard lum promise that he would get up an extempore ball for us the 
oUowing nignt. The news soon spread through the room, and great 
were tne exertions made to secure invitations, the more particularly 
as the morrow was the last day of the carniyd ; and, at half-past four 

Sthe moniing| after haying received an invitation to breakfast with 
adame Logotneti, we made pur parting bow to our very handsome 
hostess and ber hospitable husband, and b^tened to secure a little 
rest, to enable ^s to contend with the fatigues of the forthcoming 
evening. . 

A Greek breakfast differs little from a Greek dinner : there are the 
same sparkling wines, the same goodly tureen of soup, the same meats 
and confectionary, and frUindises ; but, in addition to tnese, there is the 
snowy kaimack, or clotted cream, and the bubbling urn. 

I know not whether others have made the same remark, but I haye 
frequently observed that the breakfast after a ball, where the party is 
an a^p^eable one, is a most delightful repast. The excitement of the 
previous night has not entirely subsided — the " sayings and doings '* 
of " ladies bright and cavaUers " afford a gay and unfailing toi)ic — and 
all goes " merry as a marriage bell." Certain it is, that in this instance 
my theory is borne out by the result ; for, on the termination of the 
meal, the family insisted on our remaining with them during our stay 
at the Fanar. Servants were accordingly des^^^ciifc^ lot <s^ix \«»L- 
boxes and dressing-cases, and we estaobs^iid ovxi^i^^ ^i^iotosNjS^^ 
round the tandour until dinner-time. 
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As the house whicii LogolieH occupied daring tile winter montlu 
■waa merely hired,* and, althoBgh eitremel; handflMne and spftdoiu, 
■was greatly inferior in mapiifloence to his resideneeon theBo^honis. 
iie d^ not consider it ezpMient to gire the ball himself, lest he sboold 
offend manf whom he liAd neither time nor apace to invite ; bat re- 
quested oae of bis fdoids, Eage Aneste, or Anest« the Pilgrim, a 
primate of the Greek Chwcoh sua a near neighbour, to open hia house 
in the evening, and tlie anangement was completed at once. 

If I lud been pleased witEi LoROtheti in tiie heat and hony of a 
ball-nKnD, I was infinitely more d^hted with him in the boeom of 
his fomilf . His gentle uid conitlf manners, and bis onaffeoted and 
fluent convenatioD, rendered him a i-htinniti g eompanion: and the 
hoDTt Hew so swifu^ in his societ^f, and that of his anuane fainilr, 
that dinner was announced before the monitng had appealed to bo 
half spent. 

At naif-past nine we were in the ball-room, whicli I entered on the 
arm of Logotheti, and I was eonsiderably startled, dnring onrpro g r ea s 
npafun, oj the manner of his reception. Onr host and hc»tes8 
met ns on the first landing-^aqe^ vtae the; bent down and kissed 
the hem of his garment^ desiHte his efforts to prevcmt this trolf 
Oriental aalntation. ^eo* ezamidB was followed by all those who 
made way for as ; and, as he led me throng the noble saloon in 
which we wen to danoe, and seated me in the centre of the so&, at 
the uppor end of a drawmg-room that opened into it, every <me roa^ 
and oon&med standing, n^ he had taken possession of a dnir. 

CoSee having been handed round, Lopnheti oondocted me back 
into the sakran, where we opened the Iwl with a Fdonaise ; after irtiioh, 
qoadrilles, walties, cotdOons, and manitkuL followed eadi other in 
rapid suecession ; and, after having beat introdaoed to more ^enons 
than I conld possiblr reeognise i£oiild I ever meet tiiem agHn, and 



ang until near six o'clock in the morning, L walked another Folo- 
naise with our i^reeable host, and ^nittea the ball-room with more 
regret than I ever experienced on a similar occasion. 

We lemained the morrow at ^ Vanar, and I carried away with me 
no memories save those of kindneaa and conrtesy. Seldom, v«7 sel- 
dom indeed, have I passed three dm of such nnalloyed gratificatioii 
as those for which I am indebted to Logotheti and tua fri^ids. 

■ AiuawnpliorthsiiionlBatthtQncliclcirn', ttnuTDotbi ImptTtlDnit to 
PKQtkni tlut thii boufl WM bequeathed taj Um ArchUilkap of Derooo, who died a 
(ew mODtU (CO at llienpia, to Hetterine, la dHi( A *af flH«n. 
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CHAPTER VI, 

IXflteoltf of obtainini: an insigfat into Tarkish Character— Inconvenience of Inter- 
preters—Errors of Travelleirs — Ignorance of Resident Europeans— Fables and 
Fable-mongers— Turkey, Local and Moral— Absence of Capital Crime — Police of 
Constantinople— Quiet Streets — Sedate Mirth— Practical Philosophy of the Turks 
— ^National Emulation— Impossibility of Revolution— Mahmoud and his People — 
Unpopularity of the Sultan- Russian Interference— Vanity of the Turks- Russian 
Ctoid— Tenderness of the Turks to Animals— Penalty for Destroying a Dog— The 
KngUsh Sportsman— F6ndness of the Turks for Children— Anecdote of the Reiss 
Bfltadi— Adopted Children— Loveof the Mnssehnauns for their Mothers— Turkiidi 
IndifliBN&oe to Death— Their Burial-idaces— Fasts— The Turics in the Mosque- 
Contempt of tlie. Nattves for Europeans— Freedom of the Turkish Women— 
InvtolafaUity of the Harem— Domestic Economy of the Harem— Turkish Slaves- 
anecdote of « Slave of Achmet Pasha— Cleanliness'of Turkish Houses— The Real 
Bonumce of the East. 

These is. perhaps, no oountiy under heaven where it is more dif- 
ficult for a jSnropean to obtain a fall and perfect insight into the 
national character than in Turkey. The extreme apphcation, and 
the hsngOi of time necessary to the ac(|uirement of the two leading 
langnages, which bear scarcely any affinity to those of Europe, render 
the task one of utter hopelessness to the traveller^ who consequently 
labours under the disadvantage of explaining his impressions, and 
seekinjEp for information through the medium of a third persoiLm- 
ferentially. and it may almost be said totally uninterested in both. The 
most simple question may be put in a mamier calculated to influence 
the reply : as the rivulet ^es the tinge of the soil over which it 
passes, a misplaced emphasis may change the nature of an assertion ; 
and no one requires to be reminded of the difficulty, if not impos- 
sibiHty, of meeting with an individual so straightforward and ma^r- 
dT-foct as to translate as though he were perpetually in foro con- 
ictentia. Thus the means of communication between the native and 
the stnmger have an additional and almost insurmountable impedi- 
ment in this respect, superadded to the natural and palpable 
obstacles presented by opposing and diffluent prejudices, customs, 
and opinions. 

Elung back, consequently upon his own resources; soured, perhaps, 
somewhat, by the consciousness that he is so, and judging accordmg 
to his own impressions, the traveller hazards imdigested and erroneous 
judgments on the most important facts— traces effects to wrong causes 
— and, deciding by personal feeling, condemns much that, did he 
perfectly and thoroughly comprehend its nature and tendenc;^, he 
would probably applaud. Hence arise most of those errors relative to 
the feelings and affairs of the East, that have so long misled the 
public mind in Europe ; and, woman as I am, I cannot but deplore a 
fact which I may be deficient in the power to remedv. The repercus- 
sion of public opinion must be wrought by a skilful and a powerful 
hand. They are no lady-fingers which can grasp a pen potent enough 
to overthrow the impressions and prejudices that hOiVQ o^^^T^'cs«fi& 
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of paper, and spread scores of misconceptions. Eat, nererllieless, like 
the mouse in the fable, I ma; mvself sncceed in breaking airaf a fev 
of the ineahes that imprison the lion : EUid, as I was pecubaily Sitnatcd 
dniinK niv reaidence in the East, and enioyed advantages and oppor- 
timities denied to the generalit; of traveUers, who, as far as the nfttivea 
are conoomed, pass tlieii lime m Turkey " unknowing and unknown," 
I trost that n^ attempt torefate theerrora of some of mypiedeoes- 
KKS, and to mtum opinions, as well as to adduce facts, according to 
m; ovm expenenes, tna; not m^^ QP me the imputation of pre- 

I knpir not vlidliai H nwr have been from want of inclination, fant 
it ia ontaiu %tt slnrmaan* ate at this moment reskUnt in Turkey, as 
jgDorant of all Hat rdi|tes to lun poUlical nxmomv, Jier sTit«m of 
gorenunrait, and her nonX etUcK, W WPQkU wfj Inaporw left their 
own oonntr;: and who have, naTertkuesi, moi leadent then for 
flFleen ot twenty jeWE. If jou suooeed in prcTulmg on tliem ta apeak 
■on the subject, they never progress beyond eianimate and crude 
■details of mere citernal effects. They hare not eierted themselves to 
look deeper ; and It may be supererogatory to add, that at the Em- 
bassies toe great queation of Oriental pohcj ia never diaeussed, sava 
t» petit eemiU. It ia also a well-attested fact that the entree of native 
liouses. and intimacy with native families, are not only extremely dif- 
£cu!t, but in most oases impossiblo to Europ^na : and hence the 
cause of the tissue of fables nhioh, like those of Scneherazadc, have 
createdgenii and eaclianteis ah ovo m^ ad mala, in ever; account 
ofthel^t. The European mind lias become ao imbued with ideas 
of Oriental mystcriousness, mvsticism, and magnillcenee. and it has 
been so loug accustomed to pillow its faith oq tue morvela and meta- 
phors of tourists, that it is to be doubted whether it will willingly cast 
off its old associations, and auffer itself to be undeceived. 

To the eye, Turkey la, indeed, all that has been described— gorgeous, 
plowiiur, ana mi^miioent i the veiy position of ita eotdlsJ si ' ^ 
claimfor it the proud title of the "Queen of Cities." Throne 
"-ven hills mirrow'-' ■'" ''■" '■'•■" "• — '" "' '*■■ '" — ' — 

orious strait whicl 

e moatb of the E 
golden grasp — lording it over the classic and dusky mountains of Asia, 
and the laughing shores of Europe— the ima^nation cannot picture a 
site or scene of niore perfect beaut.v. But llic morale of the Turkish 
empire is leas perfect than its teirestrial position ; it possesses the 
best condnoted people with the worst conducted ^vemment, mi- 
nisters accessible to bribes, and public functiooanes practised ia 
diicane. 

All thcM things, are, however, on the surface, and cannot, consc- 
quently, esc^ie tne notioe of any observant traveller. It is tho 
reverse of the piotore that has been so frequentlj; overlooked and 
neglected. And yet. who that regards, with unprejodiced eyes, the 
moral state of Turkey, can fail to be atmck by the absence of 
ci^ital crime, the contented and even jHtmd feabugs of the lower 
tanks, and the absence of all assumption and hanghtineas among 
thehigherF . 
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Gonstaiitmople, with a population of six hundred thousand souls, 
has a police of one hundrcxl and fifty men. No street-riots rouse the 
quiet citizens from their e?ening cogitations—no gaming-house vomits 
torih. its throng of despairing or of exulting votaries— no murders 
fnshten slumh^ from the pillows of the timid, ''making night 
hideous " — ^no ruined speculator terminates his losses and hisme at the 
same instant, and thus oequeaths a douhle misery to his survivors — 
no inehriatea mechanic reels homeward to wreak his drunken temper 
on his tremUing wife— -the Kavashlir, or police of the capital, are 
rather for show than use. 

iFrom dusk, the streets are silent^ save when their echoes are 
awakened b^ the footfalls of some mdividual who passes, accom- 
panied by his servant bearing a lantern, on an errand of business 
or pleasure. Without these lanterns, no person can stir, as tiie 
struts of the city are not lighted, and so ill-paved that it would 
be not only difficult, but almost dangerous, to Traverse them in the 
dark. If occasionally some loud voice of dispute, or some ringing 
peal of laughter, should scare the silence of night, it is sure to be 
the voice or the laughter of an European, for the Turk is never 
loud., even in lus mirch ; a quiet, internal chuckle, rather seen upon 
the lips than sensible to the ear. is his greatest demonstration of 
enjoyment ; and while the excitable Greek occasionally almost shrieks 
out nis hilarity, the Mussulmaun will look on quietly, with the smile 
about his mqutn and the s^kle in his eye, which are the only tokens 
of his participation in the jest. 

The Turks are the most practical philosophers on earth ; they are 
always contented with the present, and yet ever looking upon it as a 
mere fleeting good, to which it were as idle to attach any overweening 
value, as it would be to mourn it when it escapes them. JBLonours 
and wealth are such precarious possessions in the East, that men 
cannot afford to waste exbtence in weak repinings at their loss ; nor 
are thev inclined to do so, when they remember that the next muta- 
tion of the Imperial will may reinstate them, unquestioned and 
untrammellecL in their original position. 

It is true, tnat the sharpest sting of worldly misfortune is spared to 
the Turk, by the perfect similarity of habit and feeling between the rich 
and the poor ; anid he also suffers less morally than the EuropeaiL from 
the fact ihat there exists no aristocracy in the country, either oi birth 
or wealth, to ride rough-shod over their less fortunate lellow-men. The 
boatman on the Bospnorus and the porter in the streets — the slave 
in the Salemliek ana the groom in the stables— are alike eligible to 
flu the rank of Pasha ; there is no exclusive clique or caste to absorb 
"the loaves and fishes" of office inTurkev; the butcher of to-day 
ma^ be the Generalissimo of to-morrow, ana the barber who takes an 
Effendi by the nose on Monday may on Tuesday be equally autho- 
rized to take him by the hand. 

To this circumstance must be attributed, in a ereat degree, the 
impossibility of a revolution in Turkey ; but anotner may also be 
adduced of at least equal weight. In Europe, the subversion of 
order is the work of a jparty who have everyttiing to gain, and who, 
from possessing no individual interest in the country, have, conse- 

n ' 
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quently, nothing to lose. To persons of tUs class, every social 
diai^ offers at least the prospect of advantage ; hut, throughout 
the Ottoman empire, nearly every man is the owner of a plot of land, 
and is enabled to trmi his own vine, and to sit under the shadow en 
his own fig-tree — he has an interest in the soil — and thus, altiiough 
popular commotions are of frequent occurrence, they merely agitatio, 
witiiout exasperating the feelings of the people. 

The OsmanH is, moreover, mentally, as well as physically, indolent 
— he is an enemy to all unnecessary exertion; and the subjects of 
Sultan Mahmoud have never threatened him with rebellion because he 
refused to gnoxt any change in their existing privileges and customs, 
but^ on the contrary, because he sought to mtroduce innovations for 
whidi i^ev had never asked, and for which they had no desire. 
*' Whv," tney exclaim in their philosophy, '* why seek to alter what 
is well ? If we are content, what more can we desire P" And, acting 
upon this principle, they resist every attempt at change, as they woula 
a design against their individual liberty. 

This feeling has /induced the great unpopularity of the Sultan; 
who, in his zeal to civilize the empire, has necessarily shocked many 
privileges and overturned many theoiies. That he if impopukr, 
unf(»tnnately^ admits of no douot, even in the minds of those most 
attached to his interests — the very presence of Exissian arms within 
his imperial territory suffidently attests the fact : and it is to be 
feared that he will discover, when too late, that these apparent means 
of safety were the actual engines ef his destruction; Be this as it 
may, it is certain that the A;ussian idliance has given ffreat and 
rational umbrage to the bulk of his people ; and, combinea with his 
own mania for improvement and innovation, has caused a want of 
affection f(»* his person, and a want of deference for his opinions, 
which operate most disadvantageously for his interests. 

That the Russia|i influence has nepitived the good effects of many 
of his endeavours is palpable, and forces itself daily on the notice 
of those who look closely and carefullv on the existing state of things 
at Constantinople. It is the policy of Bnssia to check every advance 
towards enlightenment among a people whom she has abready tram- 
melled, and whom she would fain subjugate. The Turk is vain and 
self-centered, and consequently most susceptible to fiatterv. TeU 
him that he is ''wisest, virtuousest, discreetest. best," and nis own 
self-appreciation leads him immediately to put nrm faith in the sin- 
cerity of your assertion ; tl\e effect of this blind trust is evident at 
once^it paralyzes all desire of further imi)rovement : he holds it as 
supererogstotvto "gild refined gold, and pamt the lily," and he thus 
stoDS short at the thr^hold, when he should press forward to the arena. 

These sober statements are sad innovators on our European ideas of 
Enstem magnificence, but they are, nevertheless, too characteristic to 
be nassed over in silence. 

To all the brute creation the Turks are not only merciful, but minis- 
tering friends ; and to so great an extent do they carry this tenderness 
towards the inferior animals, that they will not kill an unwcaned lamb, 
in order to spare unnecessary suffering to the mother ; and an English 
sportsman, who had been unsuccessful in the chase, having, on one 



oocuion. in &risigoS Iiis piece previoasly to disembtukuig from his 
caique, brought aonn a giill tuat was suUng above hia head, vas 
repraached by hii rovers witb as much hoiTOr and emphuia as thmigh 
lie had been guilty of homicide. 

I have elsewhere remaiked on thn singular impunity eajoyed bythe 
nqnatio birds which OnroDg the harbour of ConBlantinople, and sport 
unonx the shipping; on the divors, that may be knookcd down bytiie 
oarof erery paiwug ort'quc, so tearless are they of human vicinity; 

i crowd the po 

, « unanmaine t' 

indiridualfqrdortKTWoneof these animals, as it is bothci 

(dtaraoterislu^ The dead doe ia huns up by the tail in sucli a. manner 
as tojnSkr his nose to touch the ground ; &ad his murderer is com- 
pellM tp cover him entirely with com or millet Bced, which is secured 
by the proper anthorities, and distributed to the poor. Iliis ceremony 
geuonUr oo4t« the delkqucnt about a thousand piaatrea. 

AaatEer diltinEaishing trait in the Turiish diancter is theli 
strong pnieatalaneoticKii indeed I mar uf Io^b of children generally. 
Hothins am be more beantiM tiian 1^ tendemeas of a Tarki^ 
fother ; «e hjtib ereir dononatration of dkwning intellect, evny vroof 
of infant a&ctioD, with » ddifit that mtut be witnessed to be 
thonnuUf undentood; he anti<^«ta creT? want, he gratifies eveij 
vrisL be MeriSces his own petional comfOTt to ensure that of his 
ohiMi and I cannot better iltnstiatii this fact than by mentioniag a 
circomstance which fell nnder mj own observation. 

The Boss Sfleodi, or Uinister for Poreian Aflairs, had a gmidchild 
whose indisposition caused him the most UTciy oneasiness ; it was iu 
vain ibti lu> Bn g^'b phyaioiaii assured hun of the total absence of 
C; to every tiwughl, iia every anxiety, were with this darling 

intiamidr'-"^'^ ' = ^'-- "-- — "- u-^-- 

np and hasten t< 
that everything 

"Jl aOOT' 



boy; iu^midtrtof the most pressingpabiic business, he wouldstart 
nj) Mid hasten to the chambar^of thcHittle patient to assure himself 

at length, when a strict and rigid s^tem of di 



Ihing was piing on bvonrablv; he would leave his friends, 
of relaxatKm, to sit beside tne nak. bed of the child; ana 
rbea a strict and rigid system of diet was prescribed, whioh 



was to be of a fartidght's doration, he actiially submitted himself, and 
CMnpeDed all his est^blishmoit to mbmit, ta the same monotonous 
and Bcantr fare, lest tjie boy ehcmld aocidentaU^' aee or otherwise 
becomB ootMaoiu of the presence (Mf, any more raittcing food, for which 
he mi^t pine, and thus increase his malady. 

It ma; Deuotuht that I have eited an extreme inst^ice, but such 
is, in nslity, Ui from bein« the case ; indeed, to aucb a pitch do the 
Osmanlii canr their love for children, that they are constantly adopt' 
ing those of others, whom the? emphatic^y denominate " children of 
titB souL" They generally take them inta their families when mere 
infants ; they rear tbeni with the most extreme care and tenderness ; 
and finally portion them, on their marriage, as though the claim were 
» natural, rather than a gratuitous, one. The adopted child of Turkey 
is not like the protege of Europe, the plaything oT a season, and ulti- 
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^ to wesiT them of wdl-doiiig vhere theindccdons as veQ u Uidr 
-woid were pledged. 

^ equally beaatifnl featoie in the duncter of the Tarks is tiieii 
raretence and respect for the author of their being. Their mves advise 
and r^rimand uiheeded,— tlieir words are bosh, nothing,— but the 
mother is an oracle; she is consulted, confided in, listened to with 
respect and deference, hononred to her latest hour, and rembered with 
affectiori and regret beyond the erave. " Mt wives die, and I can 
replace them," sajs the Osmanli: "my chiloren perish, and others 
may be horn to mc ; but who shall restore to me the mother who has 
pawed away, and who is seen no more?" 

'nteae are stroag traits, beautiful developments, of human nature; 
and. if such be iudieed the social attributes of "barbarism," them m^ 
dvilized Europe, amid her ^iiide of science and her sapetiorib' w 
knowledge, confess that herein at least she is mated bf the leas highly- 

gifted tfnqjwi ImiHuia 

'Bto philosopl^ and kindly feeling of the Tnik is carried even bCTOnd 
the grave. He looks ui>on de&th calmly and withont rf^ugnanoe ; he 
does not connect it with ideas of gloom and honor, as ve ate too prone 
to do in Europe,— he spreads his boriol jdaoes in the nmsiest spots — 
on the crests of the laughing hilK Kiiere they are bathed in the light 
of the bine sky ; b^ide the crowded thoroaghfares of tiia d!tj, where 
the dead are, as it wer^ once more mingled with the Hving, — in the 
green nooks that strelca down lo the B<Mphora3, wherein more selfish 
spirits would ba.ve erected a viUa, or have planted a vineyard. He 
identifies himself with the generation which has passed away^-he is 
ready to yield his place to that which is to sncceed his own. 

Nor must I omit to remark on the devont and unaffected religions 
feeling that exists in Turkey, not only among the Mnssnlmaims, who, 
however imperative may bo theit avoc^ons, never nedect to pray 
five times during the day ; but &puibr among the Qrecks and Aime- 
niana, whose fasts are so severe ttiat those of the Roman Cstiiolics are 
comparatively feasts. Kyou meet a Turk and inquiieafter bis health, 
he rephea— 5-iBiiB'- .i/^4 .'— Praise be to God. I am welL" Every- 
thing is referred to the Great Pirst Cause, ^ere is none of that 
haughty self- independence, that over-wecning aoryue, so stronf^ 
marked in Europeaos. Among toen, the Osmanli considers himseu 
the first, but only among men ; when he puts off his slippers at the 
door of the moaqiic, he carries no pomp with him into the preaeooe of 
hia God. The luiurious inhabitant of the East, who. m his own 
salemliek is wout to recline on cushions, and to be served, by ofGoiOQS 
slaves, does not pafs mto the hi >use of God to tenant a crimson-lined 
and well-wadded pew, and to listen to the words of inspiration beside 
a comfortable stove, in dreamy indifference : he takes his plaoe imoag 
the crowd— the Efiendi stands beside the wHter-canira-^e Bey near 
the charcoal-vender — be is but one item among the many--he arrogates 
to himself no honour in the tem^e, where all men are as one common 
&milr; and he insults not the Divine Usjesty by a bended knee and 
a stubborn brow. 

I^Uit the generality of the Turks hold every Frank in supreme oon- 
tempt, admits of no donbt ; and coold they, to nse their own pbras^ 
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''make our fathers and mothers eat dirt," I am afraid that our re- 
spectable ancestors would never again eiyoy a comfortable meal ; but 
this feeling on their part is rather amusmg than offensive, and only 
enhances the merit of their politeness when they show conitesy to the 
stranger and the Giaonr. 

K as we are all prone to believe, freedom be happiness, then are the 
Toixish women the happiest, for they are certaimy the freest indi- 
yidnals in the empire. It is the fashion in Europe to pity the women 
of the East ; but it is ignorance of their real position alone which can 
engender so misplaced an exhibition of sentiment. I have already 
stated tiiat they are permitted to expostulate, to urge, even to insist 
on any point wherein they may feel an interest ; nor does an Osmanb 
husbana ever resent the expressions of his wife ; it is, on the contrary, 
part and parcel of his philosophy to bear the storm of words un- 
moved; and the most emphatic and passionate oration of the 
inmates of his harem seldom produces more than the trite "JBaiahtm 
— we shall see." 

It is also a fact, that though a Turk has an undoubted right to 
enter the apartments of his wives at all houra, it is a privilege of which 
he very rarely, I may almost say never, avails himself. Cme room in 
the haiem is appropriated to the master of the house, and therein he 
awaits the m>earance of the individual with whom he wishes to con- 
verse, and wno is summoned to his presence by a slave. Should he, 
on passing to his apartment, see slippers at the foot of the stairs^ he 
cannot, under any pretence, intrude himself in-4he harem: it is a 
Hber^ that everjr woman in the empire would resent. When 
guests are on a visit of some days, he sends a slave forward to 
announce his approach, and thus gives them time and opportunity 
to withdraw. 

A Turkish woman consults no pleasure save her own when she 
wishes to walk or drive, or even to pass ashort time with a j&iend : she 
adjusts her yashmae and fendjhe^ summons her slave, who prepares 
her boksAa, or bundle, neatly arranged in a muslin handkerchief : and, 
on the entnuQce of the husbandjnis inquiries are answered by the 
intelligence that the Hanoum* Effendi is gone to spend a week it the 
harem of so and so. Should he be suspicious of the fact, he takes steps 
to ascertain that she is really there; but t^e idea of controlling her 
in the fancy, or of making it subject of reproach on her return, is 
perfectly out of the question. 

The instances are rare in which a Turk, save amon? the higher 
ranks, becomes the husband of two wives. He usually marries a 
woman of his own rank: after which, should he, either from whim or 
for fEonily reasons, resolve on increasing his establishment, he pur- 
chases slaves from Circassia and Georgia, who are termed Odaliques: 
and who, however they may succeed in superseding the Buyuk 
Hanouin, or head of the harem, in his affections, are. nevertheless, 
8!d)ordinate persons in the household ; bound to obey ner bidding, to 
pay her the greatest respect, and to look up to her as a superior. 
Thus a Turkish lady constantly prefers the introduction of half a dozen 

* Signifying mittress, or lady. 
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^dcUigufs into her harem to that of a second ^e, as it precludes the 

Eossibilily of any inconvenient assmnntion of power on the part of 
er companions, who must^ under all drcomstaiices, continue tobselr- 
vient to ner authority. 

The almost total absence of education among Turkish WomeiL and 
the consequently limited ran^ of their ideas, is another cause oi that 
quiet, careless, mdoleut happmess that they enjov : their sensibilities 
have never been awtJcened, Imd their feelii^ ana habits are compara- 
tively unexacting : they nave no factitious wants, growing out of 
excessive mental refinement ; and they do not, therefore, torment them- 
selves with the myriad anxieties, and doubts, and chimeras, which 
would darken and depress the spirit of more highly-gifted females. 
Give her shawls and diamonds, a spacious mansion in StambouL and a 
sunny palace on the Bpsphorus, and a Turkish wife is the very tvpe of 
happmess; amused with trifles, careless of all save the passing lurar ; 
a woman m person, but a child at heart. 

Were I a man, and condemned to an existence of servitude, t would 
unhesitatingly choose that of slavery in a Turkish family; for if ever 
the " bitter draught " can indeed be rendered palatable, it is there. "Rie 
slave of the Osmanli is the child of his adoption ; he purchases with his 
gold a being to cherish, to protect, and to support : and in ahnost evei7 
ease he secures to himselT what all his gold could not comiliand'^ 
devoted and loving heart, ready to sacrifice its every hope and impulse 
in'Ms service. Once forget that the smiling menial who hands you 
your coffee, or pours the rose-water on your hands finom an urn of 
silver, has been purchased at a price, and you must look with admira- 
tion on the relative positions ofthe servant and his lord — ^the one so 
eag^r and so earnest in his services, the other so gentle and so unet- 
acting in his commands. 

No assertion of mine can, however, so Satisfactorily prove the Hftct 
which I have here advanced, as the circumstance that almost a)l the 
youth of both sexes in Circassia insist upon being conveyed by their 
parents to Constantinople, where therosu to honour and advancement 
IS o^en to every one. The slaves receive no wages : the price of theit 
services has already been paid to their relatives : but twice in the vear, 
at stated periods, the master and mistress of the family, ajid, inaeed, 
every one of their superiors under the same roof, are bound to make 
them a present, termed the Backshish, the value of which varies 
according to the will of the donor; and they are as well fed, and 
nearly as well clothed as their owners. 

As they stand in the apartment with their h^nds folded upon their 
breasts, they occasionally mix in the conversation unrcbuk^ ; while, 
horn their number (every individual maintaining as many as his.income 
will admit)^ they are never subjected to hard labour ; mdeed I have 
been sometimes tempted to think that all the work of a Turkish house 
must be done by the fairies ; for, although I have been the inuiate oi 
several harems at all hours, I never sa^ a symptom of anytliing like 
domestic toil. 

There is a remarkable feature in the position of the Turkish slaves 
that I must not omit to mention. Should it occur that one of them, 
from whatever cause it may arise, feels himself uncomfortable in the 
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Iioiise <>f bis owiLtf. the dissatisfied party requests bis master to dis- 
pose of him ; and, naving repeated tids appeal three several times, the 
toM enforces compliance with its spirit ; nor is this all, the slave can 
not only insist on changing owners, but even on selecting his 
purchaser, although he may oy such means entail considerable loss 
on his master. But, as asseveration is not proof, I will adduce an 
example. 

The wife of Achmet Pasha had a female slave, who, being partial to 
a young man of the neighbourhood, was desirous to become his pro- 
perty. Sudi being the case, she informed her mistress that she wislied 
to be taken to the market and disposed of, which was accordingly 
earned into effect ; hxtt, as she was young and pretty, and her lover 
in confined drcmnstances, he was soon outbidden oy a wealthier man : 
and, OD. her return to the harem of Achmet Pasha, her mistress tola 
her that an Asiatic merchant had offered twenty thousand piastres for 
her. and tiiat she would be removed to his house .in a few days. " I 
will not belong to him," was the reply; "there was a young man in 
the market who bid twelve thousand for' me, and I have decided to 
follow him. My price to you was but ten thousand piastres, and thus 
yon will ^ain two thousand by selling me to him." Her declaration 
was dedsive : she became the property of her lover, and her resolution 
cost her mistaress eighty pounds sterling. 

The most perfect deanliness is the leading characteristic of Eastern 
houses— not a grain of dust, not a footmark, defaces the surface of 
ihe Indian nuking that covers the large halls, whence the several 
apartm^ts branch off in every direction ; the ^lass from which you 
drink is cufefeliv guarded to avoid the possibihty of contamination ; 
and, the mstant Siat you have eaten, a slave stands before you with 
water and a napkin to cleanse your hands. To the constant use of the 
bai||I have already -alluded; and no soil is ever seen on the dress 
of aTorkish gentlewoman. 

I am quite conscious that more than one ladv-reader will lay down 
my volume without regret, when she discovers now matter-of-fact are 
many of its contents. But enough of the wild and the wonderful, as 
well as of the bright and the beautiful, still remains, to make the East a 
scene of enchantaient. A sky, whose blue l)rillianc3r floods with light 
alike the shores of Asia and <k Europe— whose sunsmne falls warm and 
goklen on domes, and minarets, and palaces; a sea^ whose waves 
glitter in tSWer, fonning the bright bond by which two quarters of the 
world are linked together; an empire, peopled by the gathering of 
many nations— the stately Turk— the serious Armenian— the wilv Jew 
— the keen-eyed Greek — the graceful Circassian — the desert-loving 
Tartar— the roving Arab— the mountain-bom son of Caucasus— the 
voluptuous Persian— the Indian Dervish— and the thoughtful Frank — 
each dad in the garb and speaking the language of his people ; suffice 
to weave a web of tints too various and too orilliant to oe wrought 
into tiie dull and common-place pattern of everv-day existence. 
^ I would not remove one fold of the graceful drapery which veils the 
time-hallowed statue of Eastern power and beauty; but I cannot 
lefram from plucking away the trash and tinsel that ignorance and 
ImuI taste have hung about it; and which belong as little to tL<& 
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masteomiece they desecrate, as the yotive offering of biffptry and 
suporstitioii form a part of one of Eapbad's oivine MartomwMS 
becaose they aie appended to her shxine. 
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Ok the eve of the* Bairam, which termmates the Bamasan, we 
TOosed oyer to Constantinople with some Mends, to yisit Mnstofa 
Mendi, the Egyptian charqe d* affairei^ whose magnificent manaioii 
is situated near uie ^te of the Seradio. Haying passed the poztal, 
we fonnd oursdves m a spacious and covered oonrl having on our 
rif^ht hand a marble fountain, uito whose capadons basin the water 
fed mnrmnrinRly from a group of lions' heaos : and, boyond it, the 
entrance to the women^ apartments, with the oonventual-lookiiig 
whed, by means of which food is introduced into the harem : and on 
our IdOt a stately staircase leading to the main body of the building 
Here our party were compelled to separate ; the gentlemen put ot 
their boots, and followed the two blacK slaves who awaited them, to 
the suite of rooms occupied by the master of the house, while my 
companion and myself were consigned to the guidance of a thiia 
attendant, who beat upon the door of the hsffem ; and we entered a 
larfi[e hall, paved with marble, and were immediately surrounded by 
haff a dozen female slaves, who took our shoes, shawls, and bonnet^ 
»] d led us over the fine Indian matting of the centre saloon, to the 
ri( ;>ly-fumished apartment of the lady of the house. 

A soft twilight reigned in the room, of which all the curtains were 
closely drawn to exclude the sun ; and the wife of the minister and 
hor dauffhter-ui-law were seated at the tandour, engaged in conversa- 
tion with several of their attendants, wh9 stood oefore thepi in a 
half-circle, with their arms folded upon their breasts. The elder lady 
was t}^ most high-bred person whom I had yet seen in the country ; 
the ycruijter one was pale and delicate, with eyes like jet, and a very 
sweet ima raitle expression; she spoke but seldom, and always in 
monosyllables, being evidently overawed by the presence ot her 
companion. 

There are probably few nations in the world, that observe vnth such 
severity as the Turks, that domestic precedence and etiauette which, 
while it may certainly prevent any disrespectful familiarity, has a 
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tendi^gr to annilulate all ease. Thus, the other ladies of the family are 
each interior to the first wife, who takes the upper seat on the sofa^ 
and i€»:ulates all the internal economy of the women's apartments : 
and, aifthough they may be greatly pr^erred by the husband, they are, 
nevertheless, bound to obey her commands, and to treafc her witn tiie 
respect due to a superior. In the Salemlidc, when she is desired by 
her lord to be seated, (without which gracious intimation she 
must continue standing before him), she is privileged to j^lace 
herself on the same sofa, out on its extreme edge, and at a consider- 
able distance ; while the other ladies are only permitted to fold their 
feet under them on a cushion spread upon the carpet, and thence look 
up to t^e great and gracious nuer of their destinies ! The ceremonies 
of the Salemliek are neither forgotten nor neglected in the harem, 
and it is customary for all the slaves to bend down and kiss tiie hem 
of their mistress's garment on her first app^u»nce in the morning. 

These heart^shutting observances cannot Tail to heighten the jealousy 
which their relative position must naturally excite m the bosoms of 
the other inmates of the harem, although such a circumstance as re- 
bellion against the supreme power is never heard of, nor imagmed. 

I>niing the day, we were summoned to the apartment of the 
minister ; whither, as the invitation was not extended to his wife^ we 
went aooompaniedf only by three or four black slaves. After travers- 
ing several long scenes and halls, covered so closelv with matting 
that not a foottall could be heard, we passed under the tapestry 
hanging that veiled the door of the Effenoi's apartment, and found 
ourselves in an atmosphere so heavy with perfume, that for a moment 
it was almost suffocatmg. 

The venerable ehargS d* affaires, who had been long an invalid, was 
sittm^ upon his sofa,, surrounded W cushions of every nossible size 
and shape, wrapped in furs, and inhaling the odour of a bunch of 
musk lemons, the most sickly and sating of all savours — ^a magnificent 
manffal, upheaped with fire, occupied the centre of the apartment ; 
the divan was almost covered with inlaid boxes, articles of bijouterie, 
books, and papers ; a large silver tray, resting upon a tripod, was 
piled pyramidically with fine winter fruits ; and within a recess on 
one side of the room, were ranged a splendid coffee-service of 
Prench porcelain, and a pair of tall and exquisitely-wrought essence- 
vases orfillagreed silver, — in short, the whole asjpect of the apartment 
WOP Id have satisfied the most \yo\\Ao\iAoyni\%petite'maitresse of Paris 
or London. Near the mangal stood the four attendants of the master 
of the house, two fine boys of twelve or fourteen years of ase, and 
two pretty little girls, one or two years younger, gorgeously dressed, 
and wearing m^cent brilliant ornaments on their heads an(i 
bosoms. 

The rase for diamonds is excessive among both the Turks and the 
Greeks ; but, while the Greek ladies delight in heaping upon their 
persons every ornament for which they can find space, many of the 
fair Osmanlis, with a pretty exclusive scorn of adventitious attraction, 
content themselves with a clasp or two, a bracelet, or some similar 
baffi^ell^ and decorate their favourite slaves with their more gostly 
ana ponderous jewels. 
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A inott vencnUe-looldng •peeacm was llmt&& lEiffisidi, witb liis 
loftj turban uid his snow-white beard ; and he received as so kuuUr. 
and disoonised with us to good-humoiiicdl;, that I was detightM 
wiui him. A ohair wu fanni^t fat the QtcA tsd; who Lad ftccom- 
paakdme, but he motdoned to me to place myself cmapiie of cushions 
at his side, where Z remained Tety comfortably dnring the whole of 
oar Tint. He toolc a great quantity of snuff, fi^m a box whose lid 
was richly set with predoos stones ■ and^ on my admiring it, showed 
me another oantainiog his opium pills, wnich .was exquisitely inlaid 
with flna lar^ biilUants. 

Uy attodaOD being attracted to the rosy, hi^py-lookii^ little sUve- 
girl vho stood near me, with her dmbby anna crossed before her, 
her large pink tronsen oomplcMy ocpnoealing her naked feet, and 
her long bhie antery ridilY trimmed with yellow floss-stlk fringe, 
Iripg iQKHL the oai^ ; he betftiHied her to nim, called her a good 
chi^— idiD had wit Anou^ to antMpvte his wsnta, aiid affection 
enou^ to snpplr them without Uddmg — and bade me remark the 
henna with whioii the tips of her toes aid fingers were deeply tinW. 
She was, he said, a Qe(^ian, Tihaai he had purchased of her mother 
for (dx thooaand. piastres ; she had already been in his house two 
years; and he hoped some day to gin her a marriage portion, and to 
see h^ aranfattablr established, as she was a good giH, and he was 
much attached to her. He other, he added, Iras also obedient and 
wiUinj^ bat she did ntrii possess the Tt*aoity and qoidxess of his little 
favonnte,— she had cost him seven tbonnnd piMtres, as ahe was a 
Tear oldn, and constda«bly stronger &aa her oOmMmOn ; and w&s a 
Circassian, brought to Constantin^le, and sdd, at W own request, 
by her paKnta. 

When I remembeted that these <Mdl«n Were GlsveS, I felt in- 
clined to pity them—when the Tery price which had been p^d for 
tbem was stated to me, a sickness crept over my hnurt, — but, as I 
looked Dpon the oleased and happy oountoumoes of the two little 
girls, aad rcmEnilxiTOl that slavery, in Turkey at least, is a mere 
name, and in nins cases out of ten even Ttilunttfy, T fi^t tJiat here my 
commiseration would be misplaced. 

Soon after we had taken leave of tlie gentle and gracious old "Rffpnilij 
a basket of ddicious fruit was sent into the harem for oar use, with 
an injunction that we should dloc alfflie, lest we should he incon- 
venienced by the national habits. An embroidered carpet was 
consequently spread, bcEide which wsre placed a couple of cushions ; 
and the dinner-lray, such as 1 hnvc before dEscribed it, was lifted into 
theapartiDcnt of the voujiffpr lady, at her earnest request: nine slaves, 
fonnmx a line from the table to the door, waited upon us : and we 
partook of an endless variety of boiled, stewed, roasted, and baked — 
delicious cinnamon soup— ohickeus, brcied with fine herbs and olives 
— ancboTy cakes — lemon-tinted ^Uanf — diowed meat and spiced 
rice, rolkd in preserred vineJeavee — the most%lio(kte of iwstry, and 
tiie most costly (rfocHuema. Han7-«iloiueddieibets,sndlemonBd^ 
completed the renaat; and when I laid lude my gold-embroidered 
Av<^ «ffl/ wwM t&e n»e-VBter ft<im my hands, 1 «wil4. Vfoi, iDBi^ 
ai the i^per-lastidlousnesa of those tavdlem w\io \iwifc «Sw*itA 
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to qtuknel with the Tnrldsh kitchen • or infer that they had only 
''assisted " at the tables of hotels and eating-houses. 

From the windows of the apartment, we had an excellent view; 
when the evening had closed in, of the illuminated mosques of the 
dty, and the lines of light that hung like threads of fire from minaret 
to mina^t. Glie casements quivered beneath the shock 9f the 
rattling cannon : and all the sounds which came to us from without, 
spoke of festivivvand rejoicing; and, meanwhile, we were a happy 
part^ within. Eatma Hanoum smoked her pipe, and overlooked the 
oistribation of the bokshaliks that her daughter was preparing for the 
morrow — every member of the household, on the occasion of the 
Bairam, bdng entitled \p a present, more or less valuable according 
to their deserts, the length and difficulty of their services, or the 
d^ree of favour in which they are held. 

We, meanwhile, amused ourselves with watching the slaves, who, 
having left the bath, had seated themselves in .groups at the lower 
end of the apartment, combing, tressing^ and oanalng their dark, 
glossy hair; tne younger ones forming it mto one long, thick plait, 
hanging doWn the centre of the back, and twisting above it the pamted 
handkerohiel^ so popular in the harem, that it is worn equallv by the 
Sultaoa and the slave ; the others, binding their tresses tightly tSbout 
their heads, and replacing the locks which they hid from view with a 
profusion of Mie hair, braided in twenty or thirty little phdts^ and 
reaching round the whole width of the shoulders. 

iJl were busily engaged in preparine for the festival of the morrow, 
though many of them were aware that they should not leave the 
harem ; it was sufficient that it loas a festival, an excitement, a topic 
of conversation, — something, in short, to engross their thoughts ; and 
no bcdle ever prepared for a birthday with more alacrity, than did 
the females of the harem of Mustafa JSffendi, black and white, for 
the Bairam. 

How oomrarative is happiness! I never lay my head Upon my 
pillow, but I am grateful to Providence that I was not bom in 
Turkey; while the iair Osmanlis in their turn pity the Frank women 
with a depUi of sentiment almost ludicrous. They can imagine no 
slaveiT comparable with ours— we take so much trouble to attain 
such slight ends— we run about from country to country, to see sights 
whidi we must regret when we leave them-^we are so blent with all 
the anxieties and cares of our male relations — ^we expose ourselves to 
danger, and brave difficulties suited only to men— we have to contend 
with suc^ trials and temptations, from our constant contact with the 
opposite sex — in short, tney regard us as slaves, buying our compara- 
tive Hberty at a price so mighty, that they are unable to estimate its 
extent ; and then, the hardship of wearing our faces uncovered, and 
exposing them to the sun and wind, when we might veil them com- 
fortably with a uashmac! Not a day passes in which they have 
commerce with a frank, but they return thanks to Allah that they 
are not European women ! 

Early in the morning, the stately Eatma HasiOvvKv ^T^^\&&\\ft^n!N 
companion and myself a bokshalik from t\ie veTiet^<&'^'S&ii^,^«^^^ 
consisted of the material for a dress, neatly io\^*&^Vxi«^V«a.^«««^ 
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of dear mas]]])| fringed with ^Id-coloiued silk; ttnd, as I made my 
hasty toilette, in the nope of witnessing the procession of the Bairam, 
and seeing Mahmond the Powerm" in all the splendour of his 
^ireatness/I glanced with considerable interest ronnd the apartment 
m which I had passed the night. In the domed recess^ which I soon 
discovered to Be common u> every handsome Turkish imartmenty 
stood a rrench dock^ that ''discoursed," if not '* doq[uent/' at least 
foiry-like music— a piece of furniture, by the way, umvernlly popu- 
lar among the natives of tiie East, who usually nave one or more in 
every rooih oocui>ied by the fami]y,~two noble porcelain vases— a 
china plate containing an enamdied snufT-box and a carved ebony 
chaplet— and a tray on which were placed cut crystal gobbts of 
water, covered glass bowls filled with delicate conserves, a silver caique, 
whose oars were small spoons— and' a beautifully worked wicker 
basket, shaped like a dis^ and upheaped with crystallized fruits, 
sparkhng beneath a veil of pale pink gauze, knott»i together with 
bunches of artificial flowers. 

Turkish hospitality and prho^anee provide even for the refresh- 
ment of a sleepless night ! 

The divan was of flesh-cobured satin, and the carpet as delicatdv 
wrougjit and patterned as a cachemire shawL The cushions which 
had been piled about mv bed were of vdvet satin, and embroidered 
muslin, a^ the coverlets, of ridi Broussa silk, powdered with silver 
leaves. 

I made my libations with nerfamed wateiS-swallowed my coffee 
from a china cup so minute that a fairy might have drained it— tied 
on my bound; — an object of unvarying amusement to the Turkish 
ladies^ who consider this stiff head-dress as one of the most frightful 
and ridiculous of European inventions— and bade adieu to Fatma 
Hanoum and her dark-eyed daughter, with a regret which their 
unbounded courtesy and loudness were well calculated to inspire. ^ 

A wealthy Armenian diamond-merchant, who hdd a high situation 
in the Mint, had offered us a window, whence we might witness the 
whole ceremony of the imperial procession, and towards this ^int we 
bent our steps. But, ali^ for our curiosity! our leave-taking had 
been so thoughtlessly prolonged, that the subjects of his Sublime 
Hi^ness had blocked up every avenue bearing upon the point by 
which he was to pass; and, despite all the efforts of our European 
cavaliers and native attenoants, to proceed was impossible. We 
accordingly took up our station a httle apart from the crowd, in 
order to contonplate at our ease the novd and picturesque spectacle 
of a Tprldsh moo. 

In the distance rose the gigantic dome and arrowy minarets of 
Samt Sophia ; and beneath them, far as the eye could reach, stretched 
a sea of capped and turbaned heads, heaving and sinking like billows 
after a storm. Every house-roof, every mouldering wall, every heap 
of rubbish, was covered with eager spectators : while the windows of 
the surrounding dwellings were crowded with veiled women and 
laaghing children. 

What groups were wedged together in the narrow space imme- 
diatdy before us! The pale, bent, subinissive-looking Jew was 
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falding his greasy mantle closer about him, as he elbowed aside the 
ereen-tarbaned Emir, and the grave and solemn Hadje who had knelt 
beside the grave of the Prophet : the bustling Frank was striding 
along, jostling alike the serious Armenian, whose furred and flowing 
habit formed a strange contrast to the short blue jacket and ti^ht pan- 
taloons of the tall, sbxmg-limbed, Circassian— and the busthng and 
noisy Greek, whose shrilT voice and vociferous utterance would have 
suited a woman ; {parties of Turkish officers were forcing a passage as 
best thej could, with their caps pulled down upon their eyebrows, 
thcor sword-belts hanging at least a quarter of a ^ard below their 
waists, and their diamond stars (the symbols of their milit^ rank) 
glittenng in the clear sunshine; patroles of Turkish soldiers were 
endeavouring in vain to dear a passage along the centre of the street 
for the convenience of the Sultanas and the wives of the cUfferent 
Pashas, whose arabas were momently expected; the mob closing 
rapidly in their rear 'as they slowly moved on,— ^md clouds of doves at 
intervals filled the air. the tenants of the giant mosque before ns. 
scared from the usual quiet of their resting-places by the unwonted 
stb* and excitement beneath them. 

As the birds which domesticate themselves about the mosques are 
held sacred, and regarded with almost superstitious reverence, then? 
numbers necessanly increase to a wonderfol extent : and on this occar* 
sion they hovered round the stupendous edifice oi Saint Sophia, to 
the amount of several thousands. 

A strange military difficultr had been started a short time pre^ 
viously to the occasion of the !Bairam, which had been overcome in so 
extraordinary and even humourous a manner, that it deserves especial 
mention ; and it was to convince m^^elf of the actual existence of the 
langhable custom engendered b^ Turkish iealousy, that I remamed 
longer than I should have otherwise been induced to do, in the imme- 
diate vicinity of a Constantinopplitan mob. Be it, however, avowed, en 
passanti that the — ^what shall I call them ? for our European term of 

lower orders" is by no means applicable to a people who acknow- 
ledge no difference of rank, no anstocracy save that of office — ^the 
great mass of the population of the capital, assimilate on no one point 
with our own turbulent, vociferous, uncompromising, and unaccom- 
modating mobs in Europe. Among above five thousand boatmen, 
artizans, and soldiers not a blow was struck^ not a Voice was raised 
in menace ; among the conflicting interests, feelings, and preiudices, 
of Christians, Mussulmauns. and Jews, not a word was uttered calcu- 
lated to excite ansry or unpleasant feeling ; while I am bound to con- 
fess that a female, however fastidious, would have found less to 
offend her amid the crush and confusion of that mifi^hty mass of com- 
monly called semi-civilized human beings, than m a walk of ten 
minutes through the streets of London or Pans. 

The natives of the East have yet to learn that there can be either 
wit or amusement in annoving others for the mere sake of creating • 
annoyance : that there can oe numour in raising a blush on the cheek 
of tiie timio, or calling a pang to the heart of the innocent. They are 
utilitanans. To torment for the mere love of mischief they do not 
comprehend ; and they, consequently, never attempt extr8n.eo^i& ^^ 
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imle» to aeoore, oi at leaet to strive for, some immediate pcnmil 
b^iefit. Thns, no rode or impertinent comment is made upon the 
^ank stiaoKST, and above all, upon the Fj-snk woman, whose habits, 
maiums, aim costmne, differ so widely, and, doubUesdr to them so 
sbsordlr, from those of their own conntry ; whiie towards eadi otha 
Uieyaie as staid, as solemn, and aa eonrteous, as though eadi weie 
jealous td preserve the good order (A the caDusnnitf , and consideMd 
-■- -is his individual a 

To revert to the in 

J ticc to the Turkis^ ^j .„., , * ^ -, —c—— — - 

shall mention, without further preface, that it arose from the lelno- 
tonce of the Saltan and his nuitieters, that the tnMps, m piesennng 
arms to the female tuembers of the imperial family, Hhoola hare the 
opportunit; afforded the.m of a momentarr gaEe at their veiled and 
sacred countenances. The difficulty was, how to retain the " pomp 
and circumstance " of the ceremonial, and at the same time to rmdei 
this passing privilege impossihle. A most onKinal and satiafaotory 
expedient was at leu^ti fortunately diacovereJ; and we wtte lucky 
enough to witness the effect of tlie new arrangement. 

The slow and noisy rattle of the arabas was heard— the word was 
passed along the line that the Sultanas w ' '' 
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their full length, the muuBuvre was perfonned hehind them, pro- 
ducing tlie most extraordinary and luduirona scene that was perhaps 
ever enacted by a hodf of soldiers I In this uncomfortable, and I 
should also imagine diffioalt, position, they remained until the four 
(nrriages had passed, when they resomea their original order, and 
stood leuiin^ negiUgeiitly on their muskets until the Tetam ci tho 
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writteDOainfer«toe,by£astem tonriBt3,andIhaTeuoTiah to addio 
t^ number of &hle8 which have been advanced as facts, bv suffering 
imagination to ninni the office of vision. Such being tae case, I ' 
t«eolvedla visit a pnUic bath in company with a female acquaintance, 
and not only become a apeotator but aa a^r in the scene, if 1 fonnd 
Hw unugcanent feasible. 
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The bath-room of the Pasha, or rather of his familj/ was a d(^ed 
cabinet, lined with marble, moderately heated, and entered froiii the 
loveliest little boudoir imaginable, where a sofa of brocaded silk, piled 
with cushions of gold tissue, offered the means of repose after the 
eiLhaustion of batmng. But I had seen it tenanted only by a Greek 
lady and myself, and naif a score of slaves, who were all occupied in 
attendance upon us : and I felt at once that, under such circumstances, 
I could form no adequate idea of what is understood by a Turkidi 
bath: the terrestrial paradise of Eastern women, where politics, 
social and national, scandal, marriage, and every other subjed; under 
heaven, within the capacity of uneducated but quick-witted females, 
is discussed: and where ample revenge is taken for the quiet ana 
seclusion of the harem, in the noise, and hurry, and excitement^ of a 
crowd. 

Having passed through a small entrance-court, we entered an exten- 
sive haU, paved with white marble, and surrounded by a double lier of 
projecting galleries, supported by pillars ; the lower range being raised 
about three feet from the fioor. These ealleries were covered with 
rich carpets or mattresses, overlaid with chintz or crimson shag, and 
crowded with cushions ; the spaces between the pillars were sughtlv 
partitioned off to the height of a few inches ; and, when we entered^ 
the whole of the boxes, if I may so call them, were occupied, save tiie 
one which had been reserved for us. 

In the centre of the hall, a large and handsome fountain of white 
marble, P9uring its waters mto four ample scallop sheUs, whence they 
fell a^aon into a large basin with the prettiest ana most soothing sound 
imaginable, was surrounded by four sofas of the same material on one 
of which, a young and lovdy woman, lay pillowed on several costly 
shawls, nursing her infant. 

When I hadestablished myself comfortably amon^ my cushions, I 
found plenty of amusement tor the first hali-hour m looking about 
me ; and a more singular scene I never beheld. On the left nimd of 
the door of entrance, sat the proprietress of the baths, a beautiful 
woman of about forty, in a dark turban, and a straight dress of 
flowered cotton^ girt round the waist with a cachemire shawl; her 
chemisette of silk gauze was richly trimmed— her gold snuff-box lay 
on the sofa beside her— her amber-headed pipe rested against a 
cushion — and she was amusing herself by winoing silk from a small 
ebony distaff, and taking a prominent part in the conversation; while 
immediately behind her squatted a negro slave-girl of twelve or 
thirteen years of age, grinning &om ear to car, and rolling the whites 
of her laige eyes in ecstasy at all that was going forward. 

The boxes presented the oddest appearance in the world — some 
of the ladies had returned from the Dathing-hall, and w;ere reclining 
luxuriously upon their sofas, rolled from head to foot in fine white 
linen, in many instances embroidered and fringed with gold, with their 
fine hair falling about their shoulders, which their slaves, not quite so 
closely covered as their mistresses, were drying, combing, perniming, 
and plaiting, with the greatest care. Others were preparmg for the 
bath, and laving aside their dresses, or rather suffering tnem to be laid 
^i^e,-^for few of them extended a hand to assist themselvesv— ^hil& 
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the Uest omnen vers remoyii^ tbeir j/aiimaet and cloiks, and 

exdumgiiiK greetiiiga wi& their acqnainta^JG. 

AsTnad prBvioualj' tMolyed to Tiait eveiy part of the estiUiabment, 
I foUowed uie ezain^e of mr compaiiioii, who hsd alresf^ nndersoiie 
the ^tdgne of an Oriental botn, and exchanged mjmoTDiag dresa tor a 
Hiun wrapper, and loosened mj hair : and then condncted bf the 
Greek waitug-nuid who had accompanied me, I walked barefooted 
acioaa the ooU roaible floor to a door at the opposite extremity of the 
hall, and, on crossiiig the threshold, found myself in the coolii^-room, 
where graaps of ladies wer« sitting, or lying listlessly on theu sofaa, 
enveloped in their white linen wr^pets, or preparing for their return 
to tiie colder regioii whraice I had }nst made m; escape. 

The second roomwas filled with hot bjt,— to me, indeed^ most 
oppresvvelf bo ; bnt I soon discovered that it was, nevertheless, 
a eo^'aj^mon ; when, after having traversed it, and dipped my feet 
some half-doiien times in the little channels of warm water that inter- 
sected the floor, I entered the ^reat bathii^-place of the establishment 
— the extensive octagon'hall in which all those who do not choose, 
or who cannot afford to pay for a separate aputment, avul themselves, 
as they find opportunities, of the ei^ht fountains which it contains. 

For the firat few moioEnts, I jvaa bewildered: the heavy, dense, 
suiphureoua vapour that filled the place, and almost soffocated me — 
the wild, shrill cries of the slaves pealing throiigh the reverberating 
domes of the hathing-balls, enough to awaken the very marble with 
which they were lined— the snbdued laughter, and whispered ecnver- 
sition of tbeir mistresses jnormuiii^ along in an under-current of 
sound — the sight of nearly iJiree hundred women only partially 
dressed, and that m fine linen so perfectly saturated with vapour that 
it revealed the whole outline of the figure — the busy slaves, passing; 
and repassing, naked from the waist upwutls. and with then: arms 
folded upon their bosoms, balancing on their heads piles of fringed 
or embroidered napkins — groups of lovely girb, laughiuff, chatting, 
and refreshing themselves with sweatmeats, sherbet, and lemonade — 
parties of playful chililrcn, apparently quite indifferent to the dense 
atmosphere wtiich made mo sbii^le for breath — and, to crown all, 
the sudden bursting forth of a chorus of voices into one of the wildest 
and shrillest of Turkish melodies, that was caught up and flung back 
by the echoes of the vast li:Jl, making a din worthy of a saturnalia of ■ 
demons— all combined to form a picture like the illusory semblance of a 

Iihantasmagoria, almost leaving me in doubt whether that on whichi 
ooked were indeed realitv, or the mere creation of a distempered br»iL 
Beside every fountain knelt, or sat, several ladies, attended by their 
slaves, in all tbe various stages of the operation ; each intent upon 
her own arrangements, and regardless of the passers hy ■. nor did mdf- 
ajozen of them turn their heads even to look at the English 
stranger, as we passed on to the small inner cabinet that had been 
retained for us. 
^e process of Turkish bathing is tedioos, eihaustii^, and tronble- 



totof ; I believe that the prettyGreek who attended me spent an honr 
and a half over my hair alone. The supply of water is immense, and 
can be heated at the pleasure of the bather, as it falls into the 
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marble basin from two pipes, the one pouring forth a hot, and the 
other a cold, stream. The marble on which you stand and sit is 
heated to a degree that you could not support, were the atmosphere 
less dense and oppressive ; and, as the water is poured over you from 
an embossed silver basin, the feeling of exhaustion becomes almost 
agreeable. Every lady carries with her aU the appliances of the bath, 
as well as providmg her own servant ; the inferior ranks alone availing 
themselves of the services of the bathing-women, who, in such cases, 
supply their employers with everytibing requisite. 

These bathisf-women, of whom I saw several as I traversed the 
great hall, are tae most unsightly objects that can be imagined ; from 
constantly Hving in a sulphureous atmosphere, their skins have 
become of the colour of tobaoca and of the consistency of parch- 
meat ; msay among them were dkierly women^ but not one of them 
was wrinkled ; they had, apparently, become aged like frosted apples ; 
the skin had tightened over the muscles, and produced what to me at 
least WHS a MA^^us feature of old age. 

Having remained in the bath aobut two hours and a half^ I be^ 
to sicken; for pure air and rest; and, aocon^gly, wmding a napkin 
with fringed ends aboot my head, and folding myself in my wrapper. 
I hastily and impradiBntiJr traversed the cooEng-room, — ^now crowdisa 
with company, looking like a congregation of resuscitated corses clad 
in their gnuve-clothes, and feveared mto Kfe,— and gained' the outer 
hall, where the napldn was removed from my head, my hair carefully 
plaited^ withoat drying: and enveloped in a j)ainted muslin handker- 
chief and myself bniicn amonff'the soft cushions of the divan. 

A new ieskme had oeen added to the scene since my departure : 
most of the ladies were at ditanar. I^e* crimson glow of the bath — 
wbKsh throws all the Mykl into thie heeul^had passed frcnn most of 
their hcea, and was replaoed by the pure, i^ale, peach-like softness of 
complexion that its constant iise never fads to produce. Numbers 
of nesresses were entering wi£h covered dishes, or departing with 
the reuQues of those which had been served up ; and, as the Turkish 
mode of eating lends itsdf to these pic-nic species of repasts, the 
fdr ladies appeared to be as iim<^ at home sauatted round their 
plated or dbina bowls, spoon in hand, in the nail of the batk as 
though they were partakmg of its contents in the seclusion of tneir 
own narems. 

Sherbet, lemonad^ mohaUbl—^ species of inferior blanc-manger — 
and frnit, were constantly handed about for sale ; and the scene was 
altogether so anyishig, that it was ahnost with regret that I folded 
myself closely in mv cloak and vefl, and bowed my laxewell to the 
several groups wbicn I passed on my way to the door. 

I shomd be unjust did I not declare that I witnessed none of that 
imnecessary and wanton exposure described by Lady M. W. Mon- 
tague. Eimer the fair ambassadress was present at a peculiar cere- 
mony, or the Turkish ladies have become more delicate and fastidious 
in theur ideas of propriety. * 

The excessive exhaustion which it iaduces, and the great amount of 
time whidh it consumes, are the only obiections that can reasonably be 
adranoed against the nsb of the Turkisu bath. 

£ 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Cheerful Cemeteries— Barial-gTound of Per&— Superiority of the Turkish Cemeteriet 
— Cypresses— Singnilar Superstition— The Orattd CAamju— Greek Grave-yard-^ 
Sultan Selim's Barrack— Villag^e of St. Demetrius— European Burial-ground— 
Grave-stones- The Kiosk— Noble View— Legend of the Maiden's Tower— Plaffoe 
Hospital of the Turks— The Plague Caique— Armenian Cemetery— Corknis 
Inscxiptions-^Tiirkish Burial-place— Distinctive Head-stones— Graves of the 
Janissaries— Wild Superstition— Cemetery of^ Scutari— Splendid Cypresses- 
Ancient Prophecy— Extent of Burial-ground— "nie*. Headless Dead— Exdustve 
Endoeores— Aspect of Hffi Cemetery ftom..^e Summer Palace of Heybetoollah 
Sultane — Local Superstition— The DamnM Souls.. 

I HAYE alluded elsewliere to the apparent care with, which the 
Turks select the most lovely spots for ouryiiig t^eir dead, andhow 
they have, hy such means, divested death of Sa most gloomy attri- 
hutes. I^e the ancient Eomans, they form g;Tave-yards by the 
roadside; and, IDlc them, theyjnscribe upon thSr tombs the most 
beautiful lessons of resignation ml philosophy. 

The cemetery of Pera offers a singalar spectacle : and the rather 
that tiie " Champ des Morts " is the promenade of the whole popula- 
tion, — ^Turk, Prank, Greek, and Armenian; the leaser burial-place, Cfr 
Petit ChatHfs, is sacred to ^e Mussulmauns, and fringes with its dark 
cypresses the crest of the hill that dominates the port ; it is hemmed 
in with houses — overlooked by a hundred casements— grazed by oitUe 
— ^loud with ^n^eetings and gossipry— and commands an extensive view 
of the shipping in the harbour and the opposite shore. There are 
footpaths among the funereal trees ; sunny glades gleaming out amid 
the dark shadows ; headst9nes clustered against the grassy slopes, 
and guard-houses, with their portals thronged with lounging soldiers, 
mocking the defencelessness oi the dead. Nor must I forget to mention 
the small octagonal building, which, seated in the verv depth of the 
valley, and generally remarkable from the dense volume of smoke 
exudmg from its tall chimney, marks the spot where the last profane 
duties are paid to the dead ; where the body is washed, the beard is 
shorn, the nails are cut, and the limbs are decently composed, ere 
what was so lately a True Believer is laid to rest in the narrow grave, 
to be aroused only bv the sound of the last trumpet. 

The superiority of the Turkish cemeteries over ftose of Europe 
may be accounted for in several wa]rs. Their head-stones are more 
picturesque and various — ^their situation better chosen — ^and, above all 
things, the Mussulmaun never disturbs the ashes of the dead. There 
is ugT Durving and reburying on the same spot, as with us. The 
remains ot the departed are sacred. 

JtVhen a body is committed to the earth, the priest plants a cypress 
at the head, and another at the foot, of the ^ve ; and hence those 
far-snreading forests, those bough-o'er-canopied cities of the dead, 
which form so remarkable a feature in Turkisk scenery. Should only 
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one tree in six sunrive, enough still remain to form a dense and solemn 
grove; but the Turks have a singular superstition with regard to 
those that instead of lancing their tall heads towards the sky, take a 
downward bend, as though they would fain return to the earth from 
whence they sprang: they hold that these imply the damnation of 
the soul whose mortal remains they overshadow ; and as, from the 
closeness with which they are planted, and their consequent number, 
such accidents are by no means rare, it must be at best a most 
uncomfortable creed. 

But it is to the '* Grand Champs " that -the strane^er should direct 
his steps, if he would contemplate a scene to which the world pro- 
bably can produce no parallel . Emerging from the all but intermin- 
able Hi^h Street, whose projecting upper stories form a canopy above 
your head for nearly its whole length, you have on your left hand the 
plague-hospital for the ^Franks, and on your right a stretch of h^her 
land, which is the buiial-^und of the Greeks. Here there is nothing 
to arrest your steps ; it is ill-kept, and, were it not for the houses 
that surround it, would be dreary and desolate, from its venr dis- 
order. The Greek is the creature of to-day — yesterday is blotted 
from his tablets. 

Having passed the grave-yard, the road widens into an esplanade, 
in front of an extensive block of building, erected by Sultsm Sdim as a 
cavalry barrack. It is painted rose-colour, has a noble entrance, and 
possesses a look of order and regolarity almost European. It is not 
until you descend the gentle aedivity that slopes onward to the 
Grand Champs des Morts, that you discover the whole ejUsat of the 
edifice, wMcn is a quadrangle, having three fronts ; its fourth side 
being devoted to a ran^ of stabling. 

The road to Therapia and the Sweet Waters" skirts the burial- 
ground ; and the little Greek village or colony of St. Demetrius covers 
an-opposite height. 

The first plot of ground, after passing the barrack, is the grave- 
yard of the xVanks ; and here you are greeted on all sides with inscrip- 
tions in Latin; injunctions to pray for the souls of the departed; 
flourishes of Frencn sentiment ; calembourgs graven into the everlajst- 
ing stone, treating of roses and reine Marguerites ; concise English 
records of births, deaths, ages, and diseases ; Italian elaborations of 
regret and despair ; |md all the common-places of an ordinary burial- 
ground. 

Along the edge of this piece of land, a wide road conducts you to a 
steep descent leading to the Sultan's palace of Dolma Batch^ the 
crest of the hill commanding a noble view of the channel; whil^ on 
the veree of the descent, and ahnost touching the graves, stands a 
Idosk of wood, rudely put together, and serving as a coffee-room * and 
immediateljr in front of it, a group of cvpresses form a pleasant shade, 
beneath whidi parties of Turks. Greeks, and Armemans, seated on 
low stools, smoke their eternal chibouks, sip their susarless coffee, 
and contemplate one of the loveliest views over which the eye of a 
painter ever lin^^ered. 

From this height, the hill slopes rapidly downward, clothed mtk^ 
fipuit trees, and bright with vegetation. A.\. \l^ l'Wi\,%y«^^^'^^»s^ 

£2 
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BoEpbonu, cliJf and sparkling it! the skf, whose tint it rivals, tm- 
mcdiatel}' across the oEaiinel stretches Scutari the gem ai the Asiaa 
shore, with ita forest of cypresses, its belt of ptiluces, its hill-seated 
kiosls, and its skj-kiaaing minarets. Further in the distance are two 
pigmjr islands, heaving up their dark aides ftom the bright wave, tike 
ai]uatic monstera revcTliugin the sunshine; bejondis a stretch of sea 
— the Sea of Marmora — ^ughiog in the light, as though no storms 
had ever rent its boaora — while, above all, on the eitreme verge of 
the horizon, almost blending- with the dark purple clouds that rest 
upon it, towers Mount Olympus, the dweUiiw of the gods, crowned 
with snows, and flinging its long shadows over tbe pleasant town and 
mulberry groves of Broussa. And here, a little to the right (where 
Scutari, p^ter advancing with, a grac^U curve, as thongh to do 
homage to her European sister, again recedes), upon a rock so small 
that its foundations oover tbe whole surface, atuids the " Maiden's 
Tower;" an object in itself so picturesque that it would arrest tbe 
eye though it possessed no legend to attract tbe sympathy — hut such 
is far from bemg the case. 

This tower— so runs the tale— was erected hy a former Snltan, as % 
residence Cor his only daughter, of whom it was foretold by the astro- 
logeia that she would, before the completion of her eighteenth year, 
be destroyed by a serpent. Every precaotios was takea to overconie 
destmy; but it was not to be— an adder, ocddentally concealed in a 
box of figs, fastened upon the hand of the princess, aiid she was 
found dead on her sofa. 

The Maiden's Tower is now the plagne-hosprta! of the Tnrks : and 
his heart must be atiophised indeaLwho can look atoond on the 
bright and beautiful scene amid which it stands, and not feel how 
much the bitter pang of the plague-smitten must be enhaneed by tbe 
contrast of all around them with their own probable fate — for ^ai ! 
the long gaze of the sickening victim is too frequently hia last ! The 
dying wretch should pnss to his infected home bv a road of gloom 
and shadow, where no iim^e of gladness can mock him by Hs intra- 
sive and harrowing prescnoe, — but to be swiftly borne along that blue 
sea, with those m^iuficcot shores stretching away into the distance, 
far beyond hia failing viaion— to be carried to his narrow chamber, 
probably to die — cut off from his fellow-men— from all the gloiy and 
the majesty around him — sureiy no after-pang can be so keen as that 
which grapples' at hia heart duriug his brief voyage to the Maiden's 
Tower! 

Rapidly darts forward the slender caique ; it shoots from the alioro 
likea wild bird— no sound of revelry, no shout of grei:ting, no pealing 
laughter, heralds ita departure ;— the sturdy rowen bend to their 
oars— the resisting watcM yield before the vigorous etrnte — there is 
nopause— no interval— the errand is Contagion — thefieiglit ia Ueath! 
The eyes ere dim that roll languidly in their sockets ; the lips are 
livid that quiver with ngouy in lieu of words ; the hrom is pide and 
chunmj that ia turned upwards to the cloudless sk; , 1 he bands are 
nerveless that are fluug listlessly across the panting breast ; and as 
men watch from afar the rapid progress of the laden boat, their own 
breath comes thickly, and tbeit pnlses throb j and, when the; at 
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length turn aside to pursue their way, they move onward with a 
slower and a less steady step — their brows are clouded— they have 
looked upon the pla^e ! 

But the goal is gamed, and the caique has discharged its gloomy 
freight. All around is life, and light, and loveliness. The surface of 
the channel is crowded with boats, filled with busy human beings, 
hurrying onward in pursuit of pleasiure dr of gain ; a thousand sounds 
are on the wind. Tne swift caiques dart like water-fowl past the 
Maiden's Tower, and few within them waste a thought upon the 

Tish which it conceals, 
few paces from the spot whence you look down upon this various 
scene — ^a few paces, and trom the refuge of the dying you gaze upon 
the resting-place of the dead. Where the acacia-trees blossom in 
their beauty, and shed their withered flowers upon a plain of graves, 
on the right hand, immediately in a line with the European cemetery, 
is the burial-ground of the Armenians. It is a thickly-peopled spot ; 
and as you wander beneath the leafy boughs of the scented acacias, 
and thread your way among the tomos, you are struck by the pecu- 
liarity of their inscriptions. The noble Armenian character is graven 
deeply into the stone ; name and date are duly^ set forth ; but that 
wmch tenders an Armenian slab (for there is not a head-stone 
throughout the cemeterjO peculiar and distinctive, is the singular 
custom that has obtained among this people of chiselling upon the 
tomb the emblem of the trade or profession of the deceased. 

Thus, the priest is distinguished, even beyond the grave, by the mitre 
that surmounts his name — the di^ond-merchant by a group of orna- 
ments—the money-changer by a pair of scales— the florist oy a knot 
of flowers — besides many more ignoble hieroglyphics, such as the 
rasor of the barber, the snears of the tailor, and others of this class ; 
an^ where the calung is one that may have been followed by either 
sez,^ a book, placed immediately above the appropriate emblem, 
distinguishes the grave of the man. 

Nor is this all : the victims of a violent death have also their dis- 
tinctive mark — and m9re than one tomb in this extraordinary burial- 
place presents vou with |;he headless trunk of an individual, from 
whose severed throat the gushing blood is spirting upwards like a 
fountain, while the head itself is pillowed on the clasped hands ! Many 
of the more ancient among the tombs are very richly and elaborately 
wrought, but nearly all the modern ones are perfectly simple ; and you 
seldom pass the spot without seeing groups of people seated upon the 

S-aves beneath the shadow of the trees, talking, and even smoking. 
eath has no gloom for the natives of the East. 
The Turkish cemetery stretches along the slope of the hill behind 
the barrack, and descends far into the vallev. Its thickly^lanted 
cypresses form a dense shade, beneath which the tall heao-stones 
^eam out white and ghastly. The grove is intersected by footpaths, 
ud here and there a green glade lets in the sunshine, to glitter 
upon many a gilded tomb, rlunge into the thick darkness of the 
ibore covered spots, and for a moment you will ahnost think that you 
stand unid the ruins of some devastated city. You are surtounded 
bj wh$Kt appears for an instant to be the myriad fragments of aom^ 
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mighty whole ; but the gloom has deceived you—you are in the midst 
of a Necropolis— a City of the Dead. Those chiselled blocks of stone 
that lie prostrate at your feet, or lean heavily on one side, as if about 
to fall, and which at the first p^lance have seemed to you to be the 
shivered portions of some mighty column — those turban-crowned 
shi^ which 'rise on aU sides— those gilt and lettered slabs erected 
beside them — are memorials of the departed — ^the first are of ancient 
date ; the earth has become loosened at their base, and they have lost 
their hold — ^the others tell their own tale : the bearded Moslem sleeps 
beside his wif^— the turban surmounting nis head-stone, and the rose- 
branch carved on hers, define their sex, while the record of their years 
and virtues is engraven beneath. Would you know more ? Note the 
form and folds of the turban, and you will learn the rank and profes- 
sion of the deceased : here lies the man of law — and there rests the 
pasha — the soldier slumbers yonder, and dose beside you repose the 
ashes of the priest}— here and thercL scattered over tiie burial- 
ground, you may distinguish several nead-stones from which tiie 
turbans have been recently struck off— so recently that the severed 
stone is not yet weather-stained ; they mark the graves of the 
Janissaries^ dese(auted by order of the oultan, after the extinction 
of their body,— who himself stood by while a portion of the work 
was going forward,—:-and the mutilated turbans that are half buried 
in the long grass beside these graves are imperishable witnesses to 
their disgraoe— a disgrace which was extoided even beyond the grave, 
and whose depth of i^ominy can only be understood in a country 
where the dead are objects of peculiar veneration. 

Those raised terraces enclosed within a railing are family burial- 
places ; and the miniature column, crowned with a /^^« pamted in 
Dright scarlet, records the rest or some infant EffenoL At the 
base of many of the shafts are stones hollowed out to contain 
water, which are carefully filled, during the warm season, by pious 
individuals, for the supply of the birds, or any wandering aniinals. 

The Turks have a strange superetition attached to this cemetery. 
They believe that on pturticular anniversaries sparks of fire exude from 
many of the graves, and lose themselves among the boughs of the 
cypresses. The idea is at least highly poetical. 

But Constantinople boasts no bunal-place of equal beauty with 
that of Scutari, and nrobably the world cannot produce such an- 
other, either as regaras extent or pictorial effect. A forest of the 
finest cypresses extending over an immense space^ clothing hill and 
valley, and overshadowing, like a huge pall, thousands of dead, is 
seen far off at sea, and presents an object at once striking and magni- 
ficent. Most of the trees are of gigantic height, and their slender 
and spiral outline, cutting sharplv against the clear sky, is gracefrd 
Iseyond expression. The Turks tnemselves prefer the great cemetery 
of Scutari to all others; for, according to an ancient prophecy in 
which they have the most implicit faith, the followers of Mahomet 
ar^ ere the termination of the wprld, to be expelled from Europe ; 
and, as th^ are jealous of committing even their ashes to the keep- 
injBT of the Giaour, they covet, above all things, a grave in this Asiatic 
wSdemess of tombs. Thus, year after year, tnc cypress forest extends 
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its boundaries, and spreads further and wider its dense shadows; 
generation after generation sleeps in the same thickly-peopled soli- 
tude ; and the laughing vineyard and the grassy glade disappear 
beneath the encroacliments of the ever-yawning sepulchre — ^the uving 
yield up their space to the dead — the blossoming fruit-trees are swept 
away, and the funereal and feathering boughs of the dark grave-tree 
tower in their stead. 

It is not without a sensation of the most solemn awe that you 
turn aside from the open plain, and abandon the. cheerful sunshme, 
to plunge into the deep gloom of the silent forest ; scores of narrow 
pathways intersect it in all directions ; and should you fail to follow 
them in your wanderings, your every step must be upon a grave. 
Here a mup of lofty and turban-crowned columns, each with a small 
square slab of stone at its base, arrests you with a thrill of sickening 
interest — ^for that silent and pig^y slab tells you a tale of terror : each 
oovcars the severed head of a victun te state policy, or state inirigue 
— ^Virirs and Pashas, Beys and Effendis— the eye that blighted and 
the brow that burned, are mouldering, or have mouldered there ; the 
fever of ambition, the thirst of power, the wiliness of treason, and 
the pride of place--a]l that frets and fevers the mind of man, is there 
laid to rest for ever — and the stately turban towera, as if in 
mockery^ above tile trunkless head which festers in its dishonoured 
grave! 

Those gilded tembs,« enclosed within their circling barrier, are 
inscribed with the names and titles of some powerful or wealthy race 
that has carried its ^ride beyond the grave, and not suffered even 
its dust to miiu^le with that of more common men; the prostrate 
and perished columns on one hand have yielded reluctantly to time, 
and now cumber the earth in recordless rum ; while the stately head- 
stones on the other, yet bright with gilding and elaborate with orna- 
ment, point out to you the resting places of the newly dead : the ^ 
E3mp of yesterday speaks far less sadly to the heart than the hoar and 
tterless remains ofby-nast centuries. 

Suddenly a bright heht flashes through the gloom : the warm suii- 
shine falls in a flood of radiance, the more' startling from the dark- 
ness that surrounds it, upon a limited and tree-less space, on which 
time or the tempest have done their work ; and where withered boughs 
and shivered trunks, branchless and. grey with moss, are prostrate 
among sunken tombs and ruined monuments. 

Your spirit is oppressed, your eye is blinded, by that mocking 
light! 

Here and there upon the borders of the forest, a latticed pa- 
vilion of the bright^t green, contrasting strangely with the cold, 
white, spectral-looking head-stones which it overtops, causes you to 
torn aside almost in wonder* but death is even there— it is the 
tomb ol some beloved child, and the slab within is strewn with flowers 
—flowers that have been gathered in anguish, and moistened with 
tears. Abs ! for the breaking heart and the trembling hand that 
strewed them there ! 

I remember nothing more beautiful than the aspect of theburying- 
gnrand of Scutari, from the road which winds in &m\. c>l\\i^^\)ss3&L^ 
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palace of the Princess Haybetoullah. The crest of the hill is one dense 
mass of dark foliage, while the slope is only partially clothed with 
trees, that advance and recede in the most graceful curves; and 
tlie contrast between the deep dusky green of the cypresses, and 
tLe soft bright tint of the young fresh gr^ in the open spaces 
between them, produces an effect ahnost masical, and which strikes 
you as being more the rrault of art than accident, until vou convince 
yourself by looking aroimd you, that it Is to its extent alone that this 
noUe cemeteo^ owes its eloom, for its site is eminently picturesque 
and beautifcd. On one ^de, an op&a. plain separates it from the cfa^- 
nel ; on the otiier, it is bounded oy a height clothed with vines and 
almond-trees— the houses of Scutari touch upon its border, and even 
mingle with its graves in the rea;^ : while lief ore it spreads a wide 
ezt^ of cuKavated knd, dotted wim habitations. 

Need I add that tiie iQ^ecropolis of Scutari, such as I have de- 
scribed it, has al^ its hcsi superstition? Surely not ; and the idea 
is so wildL and withal ^ rmagmative, that I cannot pass it by with- 
out record. 

Abng the chaimdl maj be oonstaaaily scm douds of aquatic Inrds 
of duidcy plumagQ, 9p^WJ^ their fapid flight from ^e Euxine to the 
Propontis, or, bendiitg their irestiess course from thence back again to 
the mexk Sea^ never pawsjoj^ lor a mamsoi to rest their weary wins^ 
on the fair green spots of earth tiiat woo them on every side ; and 
it is cmly when a storm takes place in the Sea of Marmora^ or 
sweeps* over thie 'bosom of tne Bps|)3ioni^ that they fly, shrieking^ to 
the cyjjress fonestt of Sctitan for shelter ; and these the Turks 'beueve 
to be me souls of the damned, who have found sepulchre beneath its 
boB^hsf, and which are |)ermitted, during a period of elementary com- 
motion, to revisit the ^pot i^heve their mcSi^al bodies moulds, and 
there mourn together over the crimes and judgment of their mis- 
spent existence upon earth; ^yi^iile, during the gentler seasons, they 
are compelled to pass inoessanilv within sight of the localities they 
loved in life, without the privilege of pausing even for one instant 
in the charmed fl%ht to which th^ are condemned for all etemity ! 



CHAPTERX. 

Chancier of the ConsiuitiQopoUftaii Greeks— The Greek Colony at the Faaar— 
Gre^ Chanibers—'* What's in a Namey**— <hi8tom of BnndDf Perfumes— The 
Pastille of the Seta fl ts T uittsh Oaaaaetics— Eastern Beauty. 

Ths more I saw of tiie Greeks, the more curious did I find the 
study of that page of the great volume of human nature winch was 
there ftimg hM ; and, far from sharing hi the astonishment of those 
who almost deem it a mirade that the whole nation has not been 
swept away. I rather marvd at the state of moral and political t^iraldom 
in which they e^. ^ tokrated c^tis^ns x)f aiu empire whose 
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interests, both civil and reli^us, differ so widely from their own ; 
the Fanariqte Greeks nourish in their heart's core a hatred of their 
masters as intense as it is enduring, and serve them rather from fear 
than seal. 

Everr Greek is an intuitive diplomatist ; nature has endowed him 
with a Keen and subtle spirit—a pow^ to see de^ly, «nd to act 
promptly — and as their motto is palpable to all who have studied their 
diaracter — tempora tnutantur, et nog mutamur in illis — ^they are any- 
thing but safe •counsellors or firm friends. Eadb is to be had at a 
price : and, as several of the most talented amon^ them are in the 
confidence of the leading members of the Turkish government, it 
were idle to expatiate on the pernicious consequences of their influence. 
There are so many ^es in the camp — so many breaches in the fortress 
— ^and, with tiie helm of affairs although not actually in their erasp, 
at least sufficiently within their reach to enable them occasionally to 
make the vessel of state policy swerve towards the course whither 
thejr would Cain direct it, they are no contemptible allies to any 
foreign power that ma^ need their services. The Turk, probably, 
possesses the sou2idest judgment, but the Greek is more subtle ana 
qmok-witted, and dazzles even where he may fail to convince. 

*Under these circumstances, partially trusted by the Turks, and 
enriched and empk>yed by otiier nations— gifted with subtlety, energy 
of diaracter, and that keenness of perception and quickness of mtellect 
for which tl^ are remarkable. — ^the Greeks would be dangerous, if 
not fatal enemies to their Moslem masters, had they not. like Achilles, 
one vulnerable point— they are not true, even to each qtner. Dissimu- 
lation is the^atmosphere in which they hve— jealously is the food on 
which they prev— and, while they are urging on the chariot of their 
own fcnrtunes, tney are sure to have some luckless rival impaled upon 
one of the spokes of its uncertain wheel. 

Hence all those overwhehning revolutions which render the tenure 
of wealtli and honours among them almost as precarious as amoi^ 
the Turks themselves. The tolerance of the Sultanas government 
has eonceded to them a magistracy and an ecclesiastical power, as 
distinct as though they were a free people and the denizens of a £ree 
country ; and their shrewd and subtle spirits, trammelled without, 
become tenfold more bitter in their concentrated struggle for suprem- 
a^ among themselves. Their circle is limited— their hemisphere will 
a£>rd space for one luminary only ; to aggrandize one, another must 
be sacrmced ; and thus it is a pexpetuaT ^ppling for ascendency; 
and public probity and private friendship give way oefore it. 

The GredL colony at the Fanar is the focus of intrigue ; each is a 
any upon Ins neighoour— here " Greek meets Greek," and the "tusf 
of war" is deadly. Patriarchs and archbishops are deposed ana 
exiled— ma^trat^ are displaced and banished, as one or the other 
party obtain power — untu the concentration of hatred atrophises 
every heatt, aiul the smile upon every hp waits but the opportunity 
to wither into a sneer. 

With the doubb impulsion of honour and power among their own 
commmiity, and wealtn and influence without, it will be readily under- 
stood thi$ a people constituted like the Fanariote Greeks^ ^^ixsiuik 
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their purpose -with a tenacity that blinds them to all less absorbing 
consiaemioiis. Each suffices to himself— he is his own world— and 
he centres all his energies and exertions upon one point. In this 
fact exists the weakness of the Greeks — they are too egotistical to 
be danfferons— ^they indulge individual selfisnness, when they should 
exert themselyes for the common benefit of the community— the fruit 
is perished at the core, and it consequently decays upon the surface : 
ana, while they thus make war upon each other, and fling the brana 
of jealousy upon the hearths of then: own race, they require no 
exterior force to crush them. 

The chambers in the Greek houses are ^nerally arranged in the 
same manner as those of the Turks— ^that is to say, a pile of mat- 
tresses are heaped updn the floor, without a bedst^ ; out with the 
Greeks the coverlets are less splendid, and the pillows are less oostlv. 
In each, a tray is conspicuously set out with conserves, generally 
strongly impregnated with perfume, such as rose, bergamotte, and 
citron ; and covered ^blets of richly cut crystal, filled with water. 
The custom appears singular to an European, but it is by no means 
unpleasant ; imd I had not been long in the country, ere I found the 
visit of the servanl^ who knelt down at my bedside and handed the 
tray to me cm my awaking, a very agreeable one. 

What's in a name ?" asks Juliet. I confess that, to me, there is 
a spell in many; and among the Greeks I did not enjoy my sweat- 
m&As the less that they were handed to me by Euphrosine or 
Anastasia; or mj coffee, that the tray was held by Demetrius or 
Theodosius. This may be foUy, but it is not the less fact. 

The custom of burmng perfumes in the manual is, if not a healthy, 
at least a very luxurious one ; and the atmosphere of the saloon of 
Angiolopolo was heavy with ambergris and musk. I have not yet 
met with a native of the East, of either sex, who was not strongly 
attached to their use ; their own perfumes are delicate and agreeable, 
being rather concentrated preparations, than individual scents ; and 
soothing, rather than exciting, the nerves: but they are also very 
partial to those of Europe, and amonf the latest presents of the 
Empress of Russia to the Pnncess Asme, the Sultan s eldest sister, 
were several cases of eau de Cologne, 

The pastille of the seraglio, of which a large quantitv has been 

S resented to me by different Turkish and Armenian gentlemen, is a 
elightful invention; and looks, moreover, in its casmg of gold leaf, 
extremely elegant ; as it is somewhat costly, it is not in common use, 
but it is greatly pnzed in the harems. 

Perhaps no country exceeds Turkey in the variety and value of its 
cosmetics ; and, although there are no dailv prints to advertise their 
virtues, no ingenious puffs to expatiate on tneir properties, the ladies 
are by no means ignorant of their existence, bat emplov tnem in all 
their varieties ; from the dye with which they darken their eyebrows 
to the henna that disfigures the extremities of their fingers. 

Among the fair Greeks, the use of rouge is by no means uncommon ; 
and thev also carry to a greater extreme than the Turkish women the 
frightful custom of joinine the eyebrows artificially across the nose, 
by which mistakeA habit I have seen many a really pretty face terribly 
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disfig^ored. I am, however, bound to confess that the dearth of 
beauty amon^ the Greek ladies is very striking ; their expression is 
ffood, but their features are irregular, and ill-assorted ; and vere it not 
that they have, almost universally, nne, sparkling, dark eyes, they 
would be, taking them collectively, a decidedly plain race. 

I looked in vam for the noble, calm, and peculiar outline which we 
are prone to believe must characterize the whole people; for the 
finely-poised head, the expansive brow, the drooping eyelid, and, above 
all, the straight nose and short upper lip of genuine Grecian beanlr • 
I met with it only in one instance, but tnat one was a breathing moael 
of the beautiful and classical in nature. 

The Ghreek ladies have bad figures, are by no means gifted either as 
to hands or feet, walk ungiaoefullv, and are remarkable only, as I 
have already stated, for their bright eyes, and their dark, lustrous 
hair. 

The men are a much finer race, or rather there are more individuals 
among them who have the distinguished outline of head, which one 
looks to meet with in their nation; but the females have neither the 
sweet, sleepy, fascinating expression of the Turkish beauties, nor the 
pure, fresh, i^arkling complexion of the Armenian maidens, whose 
foreheads are frequently as snowy as the veil that binds them, and 
whose lips and cheeks look like crushed roses. 

Had she more mind, and less enbompoint, an Armenian beauty 
would be perfect ! 
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Tbe KoazbwDi-BaXrmm— PoUteneM of Mostafii Effendi— DepressiDgr RecoUectioiM— 
Unquiet Nlgrht—Midnigrht March— Turkish Coffee— A Latticed Araba— The 
Mosqae of Sultan Achmet— Beautiful coup (Ten/— Dress of the Turkish Children 
—Restlessness of the Frank»— The Festival of Sacrifice— Old Jewish Rite— The 
Turkish Wife— Sun-rise- Appearaiyse of the Troops— Turkish Ladies— Group of 
Field Officers- The Sultan's Stud— Mac^nificent Trapping^s— The Seraskier Pasha 
—Tbe Great Officers of State— The Procession— The Sultan— The Ch^Tk- Islam- 
Costume of th^ Sultan— Japanese Superstitionr—Vanity of Scdtan Mahmoud— 
Oriental Salutations— Halil Pasha— Said Pasha— The Vall^r of the ** Sweet 
Waters"— Pcra. 

The Kourban-Bairanx bein^ fixed iox the 28th of March, we crossed 
over to Constantinople on the evening of the 27th,- in order to be 
on the spot, and thus diminish the fatigue of the morrow. Mus- 
tafa Effendi, who had removed with his harem to his country-house, 
venr obligingly offered us the use of his mansion for the night, as 
well as the services of his house-steward and a couple of servants ; 
and we accordingly found ourselves once more at home beneath his 
hospitable roof. * 

I rejoiced that we required the accommodation only for some hours ; 
as peniaps there are few things more depressing than a stroU through 
the empty and echoinj? chambers that you have associated with ideas 
and memoriea of mirth, and inhabitation, and amusement. The 
spadoaa apartments gaye back a hollow reverberation, as we wan.- 
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dcred over their uncarpeted floors, and flung open the casements 
of their uncurtaijied windows. The very chambers which had been 
purposely and carefully prepared for us were new and strange^ 
being in a different part of the house from that occupied by the harem; 
and I more than once ren^tted the absence of the courteous old maa 
who had received me so kindly on mv flrst visit. 

As I had failed to obtain a view of the procession at the Festival of 
the Bairam, that terminated the Kamazan, when an apartment had 
been prepared for us at the Mint, of which we were unable to take 
^)osse^on. owing to ike density of the crowd that filled every siareet 
m its neighbourhood, and whidi we were not suffidently earl; to pre- 
cede» I was tiie more anxious not to subject mys^ to a similar dis- 
appointment on the present occasion.^-a feeling that was. indeed, 
shared by the whole pcu:ty ; and, accoroingly, on parting f(n: toe nigh^ 
which we did at an early hour, we were very sincere in our reciprocal 
promises to be hTper-diJjg^it on the morrow. 

And what a m^t we passed ! The cannon was booming along the 
water, and rattlmg in long-sustained echoes among the hills—the 
myriad do^ that infest the city, scared &om their usually quiet rest, 
were howlmg, whining^ and barking, without a mom^fs intermission; 
and the imperial band was peramouladn^ the skeets, att^ded by 
flambeau-bearers ; and executmg, with admirable precision, some noble 
pieces of music. The wind-instrum^its were reCeved at intervals by 
ihe drums and fifes, — ^than which there are, perhaps, none better in the 
world ; and these wero succeeded by the tramp, beneath our window, 
of the whole garrisqp of the city, afoot and under arms two hours 
before daybreak. 

I watched the troops as they passed,— the flaring torches throwing 
them into broad light between the two lofty wliite walls that hemm^ 
in the narrow street, and from whose surface the sickly moonlight was 
fast waning, scrambling up the steep hill upon whose rise the house 
is built. nSner in masses than in columns ; officers and men mingled 
pell-mell, laughing, talking, and struggling over the rough pavement, 
m a manner much more picturesque than imposing. 

I had scarcely thrown myself oncQ more upon my sofa» in order to 
court the sleep of which I had as yet only dreamt, when the rattling 
of our heavy carriage into the court-yard, and the loud knock at the 
door, by wmch the Greek waiting-maid announced her wish for admit- 
tance^ dispelled my hopes once more ; and whcm she entered, candle 
in hand, I resigned myself to my fate, and, having ascertained that 
it was nearly four o clock, made a hasty toilet, and joined my 
companions. 

The wannest and strongest of coffee was soon swallowed — ^by the 
way, what a sad pity it is that we know nothing about making coffee 
in Europe— and naving settled ourselves connortably in our well- 

cushioned araba; Madame , myself, and our attendant were soon 

jolting over the rough pof^^' towards the scene of action, followed by 
my father and the two Turkish servants. The lattices of the carriage 
were closdy shut, to avoid any possible difficulty, owing to our bdng 
JSnropeans ; and one servant 'raked close beside each door, as thou^ 
^aarmng the baxem oioome bearded Moslem. 
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Arrived within the precincts of the conrt of Sultan Achmet's 
magnificent mosque, and fairly entames among the carriages, which 
resembled a bed of scarlet and ydlow poppies, we removed the lattices 
altog[ether; and remained lying very comfortably amon^ our silken 
cushions, with the araba open on all sides^ and immediately in front of 
us the space along which the procession was to pass ; the line of car- 
riages forming one boundary, and the other being guarded by a treble 
rank of military. 

The coupd'ceil was beautiful ! The sun was just fringing the fleecy 
clouds with a glad golden edge ; and, as the vapours rolled away, the 
bright blue of the kughing sky spread far and wide its stainless canopy. 
The noble trees that overshadow a portion of the enclosure were 
just putting forth their young Spring leaves, all fresh, and dewy, and 
tender— tokens of that infant vegetation wliich may be blighted by 
too rude a blast, and which awakens in the heart such gentle and 
such fond associations ; the spacious steps of white marble that 
stretch far in front of the principal entrance of the mosque, were 
crowded with human beings ; the exterior gallery that runs along 
the side of the edifice on which the Sultan was to pass was filled with 
women, whose white veils and dark fsridjhes made them look like a 
community of nuns ; while, in the rear of the military, groups were 
everywhere forming, shitting, and producing the most interesting 
pictorial efiects. 

Here, it was. a party of Jews— 'there, a knot of Armenians— further 
on, a circle of Greeks — and close beside us, a cluster of women hud- 
dled together, and holding by the hand their «osv children, whose 
appearance I cannot more appropriately describe tnan b^ comparing 
them to the sweeps on May-day— such costumes ! such pinks, greens, 
reds, and yellows ! each out-glaring the other on the girls ; the mo^ 
grotesque prints fashioned into the most otf/r^ forms— pendent sleeves, 
trailing anhrys, and little curly heads enveloped in painted handker- 
cliiefs: while the boys, from three years of age, figured in surtout 
coats, as brightly buttoned and as ill cut as those of their fathers — 
miniature pantaloons, corded with scarlet — and minute f^z's, with 
their purple tassels attached by stars of pearl of great oeauty, or 
decoratea vrith magnificent brilliant ornaments, fastened to the cap 
with pearl loops, to which were generally added golden coins, blue 
beads, and other preservatives agamst the Evil Eye ! 

A few Erajiks were distinguishable amon^ the crowd ; but they ap- 
peEired and disappeared like wandering spirits, never resting long on 
the saoNP spot, and earning many a quiet smile from their Moslem 
neighbours, who are never weary of marvelling at the»perpetual loco- 
motion of the Giaours, so opposed to their own love of rest and quiet. 
Give a Turk a moderately good position on such an occasion as this, 
and he will never abandon it on the bare possibility of procuring a 
better ; but the Greek and the European fidget and fuss to the last 
moment and very probably do not always profit by their pains. 

The Kourban-Bairam, or Festival of Sacrifice, diners from that which, 
takes place at the conclusion of the Bam&zaii,V? \\&^^"5)Xwt ^^^sj^j^sa.^ 
the circumstance that, on the occasion oi t)ie \kTe?»evi\. i^;&*c«5iL,«ssssM^ 
oKsaeiidced to propitiate the favo\ii oi tJaa t>vTfiK&i \ «sA^ ^s^ ^ 
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drove along the streets, the; were crowded with sheep and lamhs 
about to be offered up. 
Everr head of a &iiiilf sacrifices an animal with hia 01 ' ' 



, .while twoattenJaiilshoIdlhelaiDbwhidiiatobehonoiwed 

by si^erii^ the stab of the injierial knife, he sianghtera it with his 
sublime hands. The first victim that he destro)*s is a propitialion for 
hjinself, but he afterwards offers up one for each member of his fainilj, 
and consequently his ofGce is by no means a sinecure. 

Hor is this tne only occasion on which this ancient Jewish rite is 
observed bv the Turks, On recovery from a severe illness, on the 
birth of 1 child, oEreluni fmiii a pilgrimage — in short, in every lead- 
ing cuimmstanoe of his life, the Mussulmaun immolates a victim : ' bat 
the Konrban-BajTun is the great sacrificial anniversary, and is 
observed with much splendour and rejoicing by all the popnl^ion of 
the c^itaL The vessels in the harbour are gaily decxed ont with 
flags; all business is anspended ; men grasp each other by the hand in 
the streets, and ntter a fraternal greeting : and the poor are seen 
hastening from house to bouse to secure tne flesh of the sacrifioes, 
idiich is divided among thensselves and the dogs of the city — scarcely 
less saraedttumtkeii own kind, in the eyes of tne Osmanlia. 

A friend <^ mine was told the other day by a Turk with whom he is 
intimate, and who hgd just returned to Stamboul after an absence of 
six monuis, that he nad ascertained that while be was away taxf 
home bis wife had not ouce quitted the house, — a piece of intelh- 

r!e which so rejoiced 'bim, that he had sacnficea six sheep, one 
each mouth, in gratitude to Allah and the Prophet, woo hid 
bestowed on him so virtuous a helpmate. 
What a glorious burst of light flooded the enclosure when the si 



; traad inwards, from their habit of aitting upon tbe.i-feet, ai 

maicll as though they were dragging their slippers after them. The 
frightful^! is pulled down to tneirvery eyebrows, and the ill-cut 
dothiog IS composed of the coarsest and dingieat materials. 

But what shall I say of the officers ? How shall I describe the 
^ipearance of the gallant individoals who were constantly passing and 
repassing, and making frequent pauses in our immei^ r — ^^ 
incited then ' ^ ' 1 . 1 .1 .- . 



Uiereto, as I have no doubt, by the presence of two lovdj 

young Turkish ladies, who had quitted their carriage, and establiahed 
themselves on the footboard behind, in order to secure a better a^t 
of the " Brother of the Son," whom we were all anxiously awaiting; 
—and whose j/atkmact were so grsoefolly, or shall I say coquettiahly. 
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amtnged, that I doubt whether they would have been so attractive 
without them: they were of the whitest and clearest muslin, 
through which I not only saw the flowera that rested on their fore- 
heads, and the diamonds that sparkled in the. embroidered and richly- 
fringed handkerchief bound aoout their heads, but even the very 
colour of their Hps. And then the magic of their long, sleeky, jet- 
black eyes, and tne constant flinging back and refolding of thejealous 
feridjhe. by finders white and slender, and henna-tipped ! 1 really 
pitied tne swora-^irt Moslems. 

I was still gazmg at these lovely women, when a party of about 
thirty field-omcers passed the carnage, on their way to their places 
near the door of the mosque, at which the Sultan was to enter. 
They were all similarly attired in surtout coats of Spanish brown, 
gathered in large folds at the back of the waist, and buttoned beneath 
a doth strap — a very common and ngly fashion among the Turks, — 
and wore sword-belts richly embroiaered with gold. Many among 
them were some of the stoutest men I ever saw. ' 

In about five minutes affcer them, arrived the led horses of the 
Sultan ; and these formed by far the most splendid feature of the pro- 
cession : they were ten in number, and wore on their heads a panache 
of white ana pink ostrich feathers mixed with roses, and fastened 
down upon the forelock with a dasp of precious stones. Each was 
attended by a groom, controUinjg, with some trouble, the curvettings 
and capers of the pampered annuals, who were caparisoned in a style 
of splendour which, if it have ever been equalled, can certainly never 
have been suri^assed. Their housings, which T^ere either of silk or 
velvet, all diffenng the one from the otner, were embroidered with gold 
and silver, large pearls, and jewels. One of them bore, on a eiound of 
myrtle-coloured velvet the cypher of the Sultan, wrought in'orilliants, 
and surrounded by a sarlana of flowers formed of rubies, emeralds, 
and topaz. Another nousing, of rich lilac silk, was worked at the 
comers with a cluster of musical instruments in diamonds and large 
pearls ; and, as the sunshine flashed upon it, it was like a blaze of Ught. 
The remainder were equally magnificent ; and the well-padded saddles 
of crimson or green vdvet were decorated with stirrups of chased 
gold, while the bridles, whose emboidered reins hung low upon the 
necks of the animala, were one mass of gold and jewels. 

The Sultan's stud was succeeded by the Seraskier Pasha in state, 
mounted on a tall grey horse (whose elaborate accoutrements were 
only inferior to those that I have attempted to describe), and surrounded 
and. followed by a dozen attendants on foot: his diamond-hHted 
sword— the rings upon Ins hands— the star in front of his/<?r, and the 
orders on his breast, were perfectly dazzling. 

At intervals of about a minute, all the ^eat officers of state passed 
in the same order, and according to their respective ranks : and at 
length wc heard the wdcome sounds of the imperial band, which 
struck up the Sultan's Grand March, as Mahmoud the Powerful, the 
Brother of the Sun, and Emperor of the East, passed the gates of 
the court. 

First came twelve running footmen, in richly-laced uniforms, and 
high mihtary caps ; and these were succeedea by the twenty Wi^ 
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pages, who were splendidly dressed, and wore in their chakos. plumes, 
or ratner cretes of stiff feathers, intermixed with artificial flowers ot 
immense size, and originally invented to conceal the face of the 
Sultan as he passed alon^and thus screen him from the Evil Eye ! 
But his present Sublime Highness is not to be so easily scared into 
concealment, and the pa^es who were wont to surround his prede- 
cessors merely precede nfia, while a crowd of military officers supjdy 
their place, one walking at each of his stirrups^ and the rest a htUe 
in the rear. 

As this was the first occasion on wMch I had seen the S^tan, I 
leant eagerly forward upon my cushions to obtain a good view of him ; 
and I saw before me, at the distance of fifteen or twenty yards at the 
utmost, — a man of noble physiognomy and graceful bearing, who sat his 
horse with gentlemanlike ease, and whose countenance was ^ddedly 
prepossessing. He wore in his fez an aigrette of diamonds^ 
sustaining a cluster of peacock's feanters ; an ample blue doak was 
fluns across his shoulders, whose coEar was one mass of jewels, and 
on tne third finger of his bridle-hand glittered the largest bnlliant 
that I ever remember, to have seen. 

As he moved onward at a foofs mce, lond shouts of ** Long Hv0 
Sultan Mahmoud !" ran along the lines, and were re^^choed by the 
crowd, but he did not acknowlec^ tile greeting, though his eyes 
wandered on all sides. 

Crowds of decorated individuals dbsed the trocession : and in five 
minutes more Sultan Mahmoud dismounted and entered the mosque. 

'Hie Cheik-Islam, or High Priest, had preceded Ms Imperial Mta- 
ter; but we saw him only at a distance, as he ascended the marble 
steps thati.I have aheady mentioned, and passed in through the great 
entomce. He wore a turban of the saered green, about which was 
wound a massive chain; or rather belt of gold ; and was mounted on a 
fine Arabian, whose bndle was held by two grooms. 

Sultan Mahmoud is not a handsome man, and yet it is difficult to 
define wherefore ; for his features are good, and strongljr marked, and 
his eye bright and pierciiig. His jet black hair, seen m heavy curia 
beneath the fiz, which, like most of his subjects, he wears drawn 
down low upon nis forehead;' and his bushy and well-trimmed beard, 
add considerably to the digmty of his appearance, as well as giving to 
liim a look of much greater youth jhan he can actually boast ; butthis 
is a merely artificial advantt^ bemg the effect of one of tiiose skilful 
dyes so common in the East. 

As in Japan, the popular belief is firm that the King never dies, 
so in Turkey the Sovereign is never pennitted to imagine that he can 
grow old ; and thus, every officer of the household stains his hair and 
beard^ and uses all the means with whidh art or invention can supply 
him^ m order that no intrusive symptom of age or decay may shock 
the nerves, and awaken the regrets of his lord and contemporary— l^e 
faded beauties of the Seraglio are removed from his si^t, the past ia 
seldom adverted to, and the future is ooiisidered as his sure and un- 
doubted heritage. 

Never did monarch lend himself to the delicious cheat more lovingly 
/2&s2r Sultaa Mahmoud; who, with all bia enet^ ot cW^<:X^, Sa ^£a 
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victim (for ia his easel can apply no other term) of the most con- 
summate personal vanity. We are accustoined, in England, to think 
of George the Fourth as the ne plus tUtra of exquisitism-— the prince 
of petit-maUres — ^but what wHl honest John Bull say to a Turkish 
Emperor, an imperial Mussulmaun, who paints white and red, and 
who considers lumself sufficiently repaid for all the care and anxiety 
of a oosthr toilette, by the admiration and flattery of the ladies of the 
Sera^o r And yet such is the case— the immolator of the Janis- 
saries, the reformer of a mighty empire, the sovereign of the gravest 
people upon earth, is a very "thing of shreds and patches " — a con- 
sumer of cosmetics — ^an idolater of gauds and toys— the sacrificing 
his^ priest at the altar of self-adornment ! 

i)uriDg the short period that the Sultan remained in the mosque, 
the scene around us was far from unamu^ng; the horses were paradea 
to and fio ; the troops rested on their arms, and conversed freely with 
each other; the officers, breaking through the spell that had latdy 
bound them, resumed their stroll and their scrutiny • and many a 

glance was oirected towards our little party, for whicn we were in- 
ebted to' the curiosity of their imperial master. Then came a rush 
from the great entrance of the mosoue; and. when a host of red- 
capped ana turbaned Turks had issued forth, the Cheik-Islam slowly 
descended the steps, and departed in the same state as he had come. 
The horses were led back into their ranks ; the military shouldered 
their muskets ; and once more the Seraskier Pasha, with his train of 
attendants, paced slowly along the line. 

Those officers who were of sufficientlv hi^h grade to attract his 
attention^ made their graceful obeisance, nrst laying their ri^ht hand 
upon tiieir lips, and then upon their foreheads, and bowmg down 
neariy to the earth ; while the Faslias, who were not of a rank elevated 
enoQ^ to appear mounted before the Sultan, moved amid the throng, 
with theu: diianond orders and embroidered sword-belts glittering in 
the light. Among these was Namik Ps^ha, whom I had known in 
England, and who approached the carriage to greet me, while the 
Seraskier reined up his horse beneath the window of a house that 
overiooked tiie scene, and paid his compliments to Madame de Bou- 
teniefl^ who sat surrounded by secretaries and attaches. . 

One bv one, all the^ Pashas reappeared, and, having saluted each 
other with a ceremonious etiquette that distinctly marked their re- 
spective Tdsaka, they marshalled themselves rpund the gateway, accord- 
ing to their precedence of power ; and then it was that I particularly 
remarked the un^deasant effect of their ungloved hands,— so utterlv 
inconsistent, acceding to European ideas, with the magnificence of all 
the other details of their costume. 

By a happy, though not altogether singular, coincidence, the hus- 
bana of one of the princesses, and the intended husband of the other, 
are both the adopted sons of the old Seraskier ; and as thev took 
their places on either side of him, they naturally excited considerabb 
afctenfioiL 

Halil Pasha is a good-looking man, but d\m\sf^i «aA xm^^cxS^^^ 
made, with a grave expression of countenance *, '77to\& ^A\^'r ^So^^^^^ 
afSanoed bndefaroom of thfl Vnm^^ M;\x\rm>JK ^ \^ ^fecaJi<aSi^ \>o&\ag^' 
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somest man at conrt, as well as one of the yoongest ; he bas fine 
eyes, a prominent and well-shaped nose, and a smile of peculiar 

sweetness. ... , ^ jm 

A burst of martial music a^ain warned ^as of the approach of wie 
Sultan, who soon reaK>ear^ moving alou£ n^on his proud steed, 
which tossed its party-c(^oured plumes and lUshing jewelis in the ckar 
sunshine ; and, in a lew minut^, nothing of the pageant remained 
with us, save its memory ; if, indeed, I except the baniiL whose thrill- 
ing music, as they marcned past, startled our horses, which began to 
rear and kick in so inconvement a manner that we were glad to dri:ve 
off ; and, taking our way through " The Valley of the Sweet Waters," 
along the banks of the sparkling Barbyses, and past the impen^ 
kiosks that rise like fairy palaces from the soft toif of that lovelj 
spot, we returned^ amid uie freshness and beauly of i^ quiet daj in 
spring, to our residence at Pera. « 
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• 

The Military College, which, from its 'extent, and the lavish Uber- 
ality of its arrangements, may well be termed a nrinceiy establish- 
ment, occupies the crest of a hill immediately above the Imperial 
palace of JJolmaBatch^ — signifying the "Valley c* Gourds/'— «aid 
the tall minaret of its mosque shoots upwards into the blue neaveiL 
with the ^race and lightness of a sky-winged arrow : while the gilded 
crescent m the oentre of Ihe dome reflects back tne sparlding sun- 
beaatis as they flash upon its glittering surface. 

As I had brought an introductory letter to Achmet Pasha^ tho 
governor, and had been personally acquainted in liondon with Azmi 
Bey, the military commandant, and, in fact, principal of l;he Ingti- 
tutiou, I experienced no difficulty whatever inobtaii^og permission to 
pay it a visit ; and I accordingly proceeded tbiiher, accompanied by my 
father and a couple of frientu. who were, like mpdf, anxious to form 
a correct opinion of the estaUishment. 

We were met at the great entrance by the young Bey himself who 
welcomed us with the most sincere ocnrdiality ; and. onering me his 
arm with a ready potiteness, quite Eoropean, he conducted us to his 
private apartment, or perhaps I shoolq rather call it study. This 



very obeesSai. wd comfortable room, situ^^ at an angle of tlie build- 
ing, aiid ominUuliiif tiyo magnificent ix>iufs at view, was tliictly 
hung wjlii English am Frein;h engcavinss— priucipally interiors of our 
metropolitan builiiiiiga. eollege-MU, tlieahes, and otiier plates of 
public resort, higbl/ coloured ; a large stove euve forth . aii agiecoble 
wannli — the wmdos -seats were strewn willi books oud japers— ji 
few maps were lying upon a suic-table— a curious collection of volumes 
was gathered together in a small boolu^se— xiud tlic ^laiiiuent had 
^together a niore furnished and snug look Hum nuy which I had yet 
seeninbabitedbf a Turk: there verc lloweis. also, in a gkss vase, 
and a papcr-presscr, on which u slcepmg Cupid lay sLrotchcd listlessly 
onjong bs fabled roses— the souviiiur of a Europeau fi-ieud. 

We reniaincd some lime talking over pa^t daj s, and I was sincerely 

filensed by the fond and grateful manner in n hich he spoke of Snu;- 
ond and his English acquiuntancH. He reminded me of several little 
bygone incidents, inquired for jiarticuhir individuals, and esliihited a 
■warmth of feeling onJi interest iu the past for wliich I was scarcely 
prepared. Uuring t)ie conversation, tea was liauded to us in iho 
KuEsisa fashion, by his drngooum, attended by two negro slaves; aud, 
after partaking of it, we commenced our suiTey of Ihc cstahlisliment. 
Tbn main building forms three sides of a square, and the centre of 
the fourth is occupied by an elc^ut kiosk-like cdihce, contaiuing the 
lithographic presses. Here we found an individual designiug a very 
neatly ornamented sheet-almanac, of which he kid sketched the border 
witb great delicacy. j5J1 the machineiy is IJjglisli, and appears lo be 
in constant use. 1 have omilted to nienfiou uJat, Iietire we quitted 
lie apartment of Araii Bey,he presented to us several of the Professors, 
who entered to pay their respects. Among these, tbe most remark- 
Mb was Saduk Agha, a Prussian renegade, who speaks rreucb, 
Italian, and Turkish hucnlly, and has a considerable knoidcd^e of 
English. After conversing wiih li'm for some ti flti on the merita of 
lithography, and ennmining n rmjiibe'' of drawings, priocjiially mihtair 
figures, that bad been executed by the pupils of thii establishiueni, 
and were many of them of eonsidej-able merit, he joined hia 
entreaties to those of Aznii Bey, liat I would write a few hneSj as 
evidence of my visit, which ttiev might put under the picss. Finding 
that they were both detenuineJ to succeed, and not considering the 
point worthy of cnntculion, I complied nnth the request, not aTittle 
ainosed at my first appearance in print in Turkey i and I miich doubt 
whethej anything thai I have hitherto writleo, am now writing, or 
Toaj heisBuer write, will ever be re«d and re-read with so much 
ftiqtucnt gutio as the half-dozen lines of dogj^ verse which I im- 
nrovised on a scrap of torn paper, lur laplaste despieds, surrounded 
by. about a score of Turkish spectators. 

Yrcaa. thia point we proceeded to tbc inner or garden court, of 
vtiicb one side ja laid out in a parterre indosuie, the centre being 
OCCopiGd by the Mosque, ajul the eitreme end tf rmin:ited by the two 
gim lialls of study. We entered the first of tbese by a noble flight 
of fltone steps, and found ourselves in au apartment of vast extent, 
adminUf btpbed, and arranged with the most perfect order and con- 
laosatsj. l^ickly set rows of high-backed beu>:hca, ol ^\;:i;iX£&.'«^K&, 
f2 
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extended the whole depth of the hall, leaving a passage on either aids 
just sufficiently wide for the ingress and egress of visitors : and the 
first ranges of seats were occupied bv about one hundred and SR^ of the 
junior pupils, who were busiljr employed in tracing upon their slates 
the elegant characters of their language, as sent^oe after sentence 
was slowly declaimed by the head boy of the class. This departmoat 
of the Institution is on the Lancastrian system. 

There are at present only three hundred students on the establish- 
ment,— a repon having been promulgated by its enemies that an 
attempt would be made to interfere with their religious teneta, in 
consequence of which many parents declined sending ueir sons. The 
only answer of the governors to this calnniny has been to compel the 
attendance of the boys three times a day at the Mosque; a tder- 
ably convincing proof that they entertain no antJ-Mohammedan 
paraalities. 

As the school is expressly intended as a nursery for the anny, aU 
the ambition of the students is made to bear upon that point : ertra- 
ordinary application, or regularity of conduct, is recompensed b^ a 
step of military rank ; and thus, should the intention of the authorities 
ever be borne out, a youth of talent and good conduct may hereafter 
quit the College as an officer, and thus commence his actual career (tf 
life where many of his predecessors have terminated theirs. 

Having traversed the Lancastrian class, we reached the mathema- 
tical hal^ where a considerable number of young men were busily 
engaged m colouring ground-plans of the surrounding country. The 
lower end of this stately apartment forms, a deep bay, round which 
rows of seats are arranged amphitheatricaUy, having m the midst of 
th^n a table whereon are placed globes, charts, and all the requisites 
for studjr. The other extremity of the hall is terminated bv a ra^Msd 
gsJler^r, intended for the use of the Sultan, above which hangs his 
portrait, in oils, executed by an Armenian artist— harsh, and crude, and 
wiry, as though^ it had been the production of a Chmese easel, and 
surmounted bv a most elaborate drapery. Beneath the portrait is 
stretched a noole map of the Archipelago, the Sea of Marmora^ and 
the Bosphorus. An electrifving machine, and a large map of America^ 
an immense table, and the des£s and seats of the students, made up 
the remainder of the fomiture; and the apartment itself was by hi 
the finest that I had yet seen in the country. 

The next point of curiosity was the Mosque; and I was no less 
surprised than gratified at the readiness with which Azmi Bev acceded 
to our desire of visiting it. The outer apartment, or vestibule, was 
covered with fine Lidian mattinj^, and before we traversed it, the Bey 
requested my father to put off his boots, though he made no objec- 
tion to my retaining mv slippers. As we reached the door which 
opened into the body of the Mosqi^e, I perceived that we had arrived 
during the prayers. The high pneist sal with his arms folded above 
his ample robe--his dark brow surmounted by a turban of the sacred 
green, and his feet doubled under him, in a recess facing the entrance, 
chantiTig in a nasal and monotonous drawl ; while a very slender con- 
mgation was scattered over the floor, squaA^^du^^oiiVI^Tvck 
that covered it. But we no sooner made oux vgvjcaxvosiAV^&a^^^ 
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Mufti rose and quitted the Mosque, followed by Lis little flock ; and 
we were left in quiet possession of the elegant temple whence they 
had so hastily withdrawn. 

The faith of the Mussulmauus is that of love, not fea]>— to believe in 
One 6op, and to be charitable ; and who shall deny that it is a com- 
jjrehensive creed? The Mosque in which we stood was the very 
embodiment of such a worship — ^the sunshine streamed through its 
many windows upon the most delicate fresco-painting, the brightest 
and richest of carpets, and the glittering lattices of the imperial 
closet. The only dark ol^ect that met the eye was a curtain of olive- 
coloured doth, surrounaed by a bordering of flowers, delicately 
worked in tinteid silks, which veiled the entrance of the marble steps 
leading to the pulpit : all beside was dazzlingly bright, and it was 
almost with regret that I returned into the vestibule, in order to 
ascend to the Sultan's gallery. 

A small hall and a nandsome flight of stairs, closely covered with 
English carpetinfi^. conducted us to an elegant ante-room, from which 
four doors, veileof by draperies of dove-coloured doth, heavily friiu^ed, 
opened into as many apartments, appropriated to the Sultan and his 
suite. 

The imperial closet is richly hung with gold-coloured draperies, 
that fling a sunset ^low on the surrounding objects : a magnificent 
sofa occupies one side of the room, and the floor is covered with a 
Brussels carpet. Portions of the ^ded lattice open and shut at 
pleasure ; and the whole has so perfectly Oriental an effect, that you 
involuntarily think of Schenerazade and ner fable-loving Smtan, and 
forget the sanctity of the place, while contemplating the luxury of its 
arrangement. 

The gallery appropriated to the imperial suite adjoins the closet, 
and beyond this is the retiring-room of the Sultan, wherein he per- 
forms his ablutions^ previous^ to the commencement of the service. 
It is less' gorgeous in its general effect than the closet, but commands 
a noble view of the Bosphorus, and the Sea of Marmora. 

On leaving the Mosque, we descended bv a flight of stone steps 
into the vaults beneath it, to visit the printing-omce, where all was 
activitv : compositors were setting the types — " devils " were guiding 
the rollers — ^lads were folding the printed sheets— and binders were 
stitehing them into volumes. Everything was clean, and orderly, and 
well conducted. 

We next made a tour of the hospital ; and, had not two of the beds 
been tenanted, I should have quitted the establishment, if not with a 
firm conviction, at least with a very strong suspicion, that it was 
intended merely for show — ^it was so ddicatdy clean and so beautifully 
arranged. 

At the head of the stairs was the receiving-room of the surgeon • 
and b^ond this, on either side of the gallery, were the laboratory and 
tiie sursery — ^their doors veiled with white muslin, and every i^cle 
in its place ; the dormitories, which are only two in number, each 
capable of containinsr about a score d patienU. ^Frex^ c»r^^^^6^^ 
the centre; the beos were tastefully jaapenfia m\Xv TEiN^S^\v&s^^ 
amall table stood near each pillow ^ wb^e tloi^ V!ti^ cic{n^<^ ^^^ ^^ 
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The refectoTT was perfectly Enropean in ifa _aapect — Kurronnded hj 
loBs narrow tables aod benches, sudveU supplied witli plates, spooaa, 
forks, and soup-kdles. As we eotered, Azmi Bey looked towards lU 
nmfidentlf for applause. He had tmlf worked a goodly reform in 
Tnrkish habits, when Le taught each boy to put his Fork into his own 
iliite, instead of plunging liIs flagers into the dial of the conunnnit j ! 
'at did we fail to compmnent him on the change. 

By the time that we had completed our surrey of the estab&shmmt, 
creiT professor and officer ccnnected witli Ibe Institution had nude 
bis bow, and joined the party. Not lh« least eonspicaons of the 
number was the professor of forti£eation,— who, besides beins a cieole^ 
hod one of the most frightful and resolute sqmnts I eter had tiie nus- 
forttmetomeetwith;— and tlie captain of the Ruard.— a very corpulent 
and CMiaeipiential negro. Black officers and soldiers are, howsrer, 
common in Tnikey, where a man's colour is nerer coostnud into an 
objectioti to profit by Lis services, nor an excuse for learing thian 
unrewarded. 

HaTing described in Jciiil the externa! ajrangements of the Mili- 
tary College of Tiu-kcy, it now remains for me to adyert to its motal 
condition, and this is tiiiiys melancholy task; for, rich as I bare 
shovrti it to be in all the outward attributes neceaaary to auoh ao 
establishment, it is utterly destitute of the moie essential requisites 
for insuring the itHporiiiut end of its fonndatioii. ; 

Caro and cost nave been lavished upon it unsparingly : it is a 
favourite toy of the Sultan— a subject of ceaseless thought wtd interest 
to Achmet rasha, to whose immediate control it has been entrusted : 
— the ooe engrossing objett of Azmi Bey's solicitade— the great 
national scholastic establishment — the nursery for the imperial army. 
But, alas ! despite all these advantages, it is like the statue of Pyg- 
malion, era it was wanned (o life — a body without a soul^mattw 
without mind — a splendid machine without a competent and pmc- 
tbed hand to call forth its powers and to work out its effects I 

To the courtesy of the several individuals immediately connected 
with the Iu3lilution I haix already home testimony; nor does » 
doubt e^ist in my oivn mind of tlieir sincere zeal for its welfare and 
prosperity. But, imhappdy, the best intentions, and the most earnest 
enthnsiasin must fail to compensate the painful deGeiency of that 
talent and experience necessary to its success. Could sentiment be 
deepened into science, and inclination be wrought into ability, the 
Mintary Colltee would take high CTound; for the students areeaawin 
the pursuit of knowledge, but, wtiere the means are limited the enects 
mnfl be comparatively inconsequent : and it is a mchincholy truth 
that the ontirms application, the admirable docility, and the pnimi>- 
ing talents of the pupils, can only conduct them to a certain point, 
b^ond which theu best efforts will not enable them to progress 
unassisted. This is more particularly the fact as regards the /ontb of 
INirkey, bom the citcnmstauce of uieir being, by nature, unitatire 
ratlier than inventiTC ; and, moreover, not posscssins those oppor- 



STATE OP EDUCATION IN TUBKEY. 71 

ttmities of observation and individual research which lead the stu- 
dents of Europe to rely, in no trifling degree, upon their own mental 
resources. 

In our western world the wings of genius are never clipped — the 
sunny path of talent is never overshadowed — ^the calm brow of science 
is never clouded — by a deficiency in the means of farther improve- 
ment, encouragement, and support. But educa^on, as we c(Hnpre- 
hend the term/ is yet .in its mrst infancy in Turkey ; and should the 
same evil influence which is now blishtmg with its upas breath the 
Ottoman atmosphere be long sufferea to exhale its poisonous proper- 
ties, it is certain t6 annihilate all power of improvement. 

Perhaps, with the single exception of Gbreat Brituin, there exists 
not in the world a more reading nation than Turkey. I have no 
doubt that this assertion will startle many individuals in Europe, who 
have been accustomed, and, indeed, led to believe, that the natives of 
the East are, as a people, plunged in the profoundest ignorance. It 
is, nevertheless, a fact that nearly every man throughout the empire 
can read and write, and that there are, at this moment, upwards of eight 
thousand children scattered through the different schools of the 
capital. But the studies of the Osmanlis of both sexes have, with 
some f|pw exceptions, hitherto been confined to the Koran, and to 
works of an inconsequent and useless description: the mere plaything 
of an idle hour, incapable of inspiring one novel idea, or of leaving 
upon the mind impressions calculated to exalt or to enlighten it. 

The object of such an institution as a nublic school was. undoubt- 
edlvy to widen the mental views, and to enlarge the tastes oi the you& 
of Turkey. But, in order to effect this venr desirable end, it was 
requisite that the soundest judgment shoukl be exercised in the 
selection of the individuals to whom were ccnnmitted its different 
departments of literature and science, and this was unfortunately far 
from being the case ; the internal economj of the estabhahment having 
been entrusted to persons so decidedlv mcompetent that^ with every 
desire to do their duty, they have erred, £rom their utter ignorance of 
the extent of the task whicn they have undertaken, or which has been 
forced upon them. 

As far as the different professors are capable of so doing, they have 
directed the studies and formed the tastes of the students ; but the 
youn^ und ardent mind, thirsting after knowledge, and earnest in its 
acquirement, demands assistance as progressive as its own advance- 
ment. The fresh and buoyant spirit requires external aid, at once 
able and judicious, to sunport its vigour, and to strengthen its yet 
unpractised wing. And where these fail, where the shadow is alone 
furnished, while the substance is wanting, what can be expected from 
the comparatively unassisted efforts of young and unformed intel- 
lects, that have not simply to strugele onward towards a goal to be 
attained only by their best energies, but also to contend against, and 
to cast from them a crowd of early prejudices and associations— while 
they are destitute of the assistance of more experienced and mature 
talents, upon which to fall back, when they nave themselves just 
acquired sufficient knowledge to fed their own deficiencies ? 

Iiet it not be believed, for an instant, that the Turks, had tiv&i V^r^ss. 



left to llie free exercise of their awn good sense and reflectioo, are n 
obtuse as not to have made the discorery that the progress of the 
pupils was necessaiilyretarded b; the ineiperience and iucompetenoj 
of the jTcceptOTS. Be who jndges thus htsttl; vill wrong- than. 
Alreai^ had the sospicion ^rang- np in their minds— iliead; did 
tboae ODwfaom the Mtbori^ior so doing more paiticnlMlf dertdnd, 
n^gest the expediency of procDiing from Europe men of talent, 
aaenc^ and juogment, capable of suatainiug the credit of the e>t»- 
bli^tment. But the project was crashed in the bud; n^atived on 
its Si^ BU'gestioni set aside bf b single sent«ncf — liat lenteacB 
vliinh has become all-powarful inConstuitiBOplei— and thus the nun 
of the Institution is alrcsilr sealed by the incapacity of its profeuen, 
the prejudices of its enemies, and the larish and deceitful enoomiimui 
o! its false friends, 

Achmet Pasha has been told that never did establistunoit pronier 
like the Military College af Constantinople. A foreign minister has 
declared it perfect ; and obaequioos aecretaiies ana attaekit ban 
nised their hands and eves in almost religions wonder. Complimeata 
Lave been lavished on the meagre talents of the masteis, aiid smihii 
Jiavc veiled their deficiencies. And thns, flattered into a belief o( 
theicownsufficieucy on the one hand^ and misled by miartatOTiHifaoa' 
-the other, the influential individnau connected with the nnhwn 
Ccdltte uTe sbradoned it to the rnin which must nltimateb^ and A 
no diHaatndwL overtake it; from the hopelessiikcapacity MABetef 
m^n wIkl fimuiar with the name of every science under heaTen, aitt 
Boat of utem profoundly ignorant of all save the first rudiments of 
Mch: and who are, consequently, ill calculated to work that great 
BMral change so ardently desired 1^ all the tme friends of Tnrki^. 

Iputforuithis asserQon boldl/, because I have convinced mysBtf 
tS ita jnstioe ; and if— after havmg staled the eagerness with waidi 
the atadeiita seek to acanire infomutton, the caie and cost that han 
been lavished on tiie College itself^ and tlie zeal and tmtinng watdi- 
foliiess of those to whose chaire tt has been intrusted — I am asked 
the sinmbi question of wherefore this great national Institution ta 
nimled in so senseless and ruinous a manner by the appoinbnoit <i 
inHDcient individuals to ita most important and responsible posts, the 
answer is ready— It is the will of Russia! 

^'Qu growth of knowledge is the destruction of tyranny and oppres* 
noD;-ii is the moral axe struck to the core of the wide^iireading 
BaoianofitronHition and encroachment— it istheli^ of mind, dis- 
pelling tiie darkness of prejudice and falsebobd. 

Were l^irkey once roused to a perfect estimate of her own moral 
power, she must inevitably cast off the web that has been slowlv and 
craftily woven about her : and which, should no friendly hand oisen- 
tangle its intricate tbreaas ere it be yet too late, must ultimately fetter 
her strength beyond all power of resuscitation. To do this she must 
teke an enlarged and correct view of her position-~she must be able 
to q^predate ha iuat value among tJie natioD»--she must be ca^Ue 
of oombating aophittry with caution, and craft with calculative wis- 
dom, ^lia power die can only acquire 'by pUciug herself Dpcm a 
■BUDw tf^iuai^ wiU ii;ore civilized £uiopc ;\)7 \mm;D%'a'g>uait^i3a. 
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to liabits of reflection and scientific rcsearcli ; ty awakening witliin 
their breasts the generous emulation of eicellence ;" and by opening 
before them paths of honour and advancement, no lon^r to be trod- 
ixai hj the weak foot of chaDce, bat sacred to superior merit and 
Bunenor genius. 

All this ninst Turkey accompliah ere she can once again be great 
and free. And it is to prereut this that the subtle policy of her arch- 
enemy, Russia, strains every nerve, and eierta every, energy^ the 
blandoshmcnts of a Satteryto which she is constitutionally too suscep- 
tible for her real welfare— the threats of a strength beaeatli which 
she is unfortunately already bowed ahnost to the dust— for should 
some generous spark of honour be aroused to resistance, there is the 
(uanswerable declaration — L'Ex^iereta' U tettt ! beyond which there is 
nowpeid. 

Itna Rnssia looked upon tbe College with a jealous eycT-it might, 
if suffered to progress t«wanls perfection unchecked, ultimately be- 
come a great moral engine in the hands of the Turkish government; 
and this was, of course, not to be permitted. The Bnsaian Legation 
conaeqnently took an overwhelming and most generous interest in all 
the dettuls of the establishment ; laughed to scorn the necessity of 
European science and European assistance, where native talent was 
BO rife i employed her creatures in writing complimentary and fulsome 
pnn^tyrics on the Institution, which were lithographed at the school, 
and translated for the Sultan; and, in short, administered such 
copiOQB draughts of flattery to all connected with the establishment, 
that their soporific effects are painfully apparent in the quiet, self- 
gratnlatory, smiling satia&ction of those, who, while the; believe that 
ihey are nnisins toe new-bom Institubon into vigour, are actually 
' ' iR Qteir encircIinK arms BO tightly about its tl^oat that they are 
'' in its first weakness. 
>1 has but one hope-;-and that is unhappily faiot and afar 

— Lj iLij^ -_j r — 1 [ismg y* 

, , ..^_ , , „ . „ 1 must resolve 

the question. 

At present it is certain that the Military College is indirectly 
nnder Russian control and patronage ; all the professors havii^ been 
■elected openlv or covertly by themselves. And thus, one individual, 
for the limitea remuneration of about £S0O a year, not having the fear 

of ridicule before "■■- ' ■" — '-'—'- ' i_ i: ;i. 

the knowledge □ 

anJ astronomy ai„ ,.— „ > — r- — ; — 

SadukAgha, of whom I have already spoken, is a man of distin- 
guished abilities, who, had he been snjfered to do so, m%ht have 
mal^rially assisted the studies of the pupils ; but this pomt would 
have been too mighty for Rnssian policy to concede: and as it waa 
not judged prudent to include him altogettleT, ani. miB ftiwi te«^ 
remarks which might bave proved JacomwueTit, \oa b^^Skbs. "?S% 
jaiaiyo/£l50syeM,totei«litt»?TOasimipsa*ra&K«K 
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Le Jeude Onerre; w^liich is a species of dissected iniKtanr map, pot 
together precisely like the puzzles used by children in TCngfAtKi 

Achmet Pasha (to whom, as I have already remaiked. the superin- 
tendence of the Institution has been immediately confided), however 
much he may desire its prosperity, has scarcely time« talent, or oppor- 
tunit)r (as, I think it tnll be conceded, when ^ have enumerated his 
multitudinous avocations), to gjve to it the care and attention which it 
requires from its principal; or to bestow upon it that watchful mt- 
veillance so necessanr to the prosperity of an establishment for youth. 
He is Grand Chamoerlain—Generalissimo of the Imperial Guard — 
— Governor of the Military College— Director of the jRoads — Gramd 
Master of the Artillery— -Head of the Police — Inspector of Naval 
Architecture— «ro tempore Lord of the Admi^ty— and GiJvemor of 
Natolia — in short, he either is, or requires to be, a universal 
genius. 

Azmi Be;^, the military commandant, with a zeal which retains him 
a willing prisoner almost constantly within the waQs of the CdOege^ 
and an enthusiasm that neither difficulties nor disappoinbnents have 
yet ouenched, is, nevertheless, too young and too inexperienced to be 
equal to meet efficiently the wei^ht^ responsibility that has been 
tluust upon him; and for which he is indebted to a ooicknm^ of 
observation, an ardent desire of improvement, and a &cuity of imita- 
tion, called forth and developed by nis bridT residence in Europe. All 
that he was competent to enect, he has already accomplished ; for Be 
has reduced to order the chaos of conflicting prejudices and assoeta- 
tions, and habits, which met him, hydra-heaoe^ on the very threshold . 
of his task. Prom his limited experience of Jiuropean feeHngs and 
nianners, he has also profited sufficiently to enable mm Ui adqpt mudi 
that was worthy of imitation : while, on the other hand, he has judi- 
ciously rejected much of whicn the utility and desirableness were at 
best problematicaL The easy, I may almost sa^, affectionate^manner 
of aliaround him, convince you at once that he is gentle in his rale : 
while the earnestness with which he interests himself in the mosc 
minute details connected with the establishment is an equalpnx^ of 
his unfeigned desire for its success. But the brevity of ms European 
sojourn, and the confusion of ideas, ^d hurry of mind, consequent on 
a residence in London during the neight of the season— the rapidity 
with which he was whirled from military and naval coUc^ to rail- 
roads and manufactories, from museums and libraries to public gardens 
and theatres — could scarcely, even with the most ceaseless efforts on his 
own part, have afforded opportunities for study, or time for reflection 
and research, calculated to render him the effiaent mainspring oi so 
complicated and delicate a piece of machinery as a great national 
academy. 

I fear that 1 have been prolix on the subject of this interesting 
establishment, which might have become a moral sceptre in the hand 
of a future Sultan, and which is now " a vain shadow " and " a white- 
washed sepulchre : " but it is impossible not to feel deeply the cruel 
virrong committed by the false sophisms of a smiling enemy, towards 
a ooimdin^ and unsuspicious people ; yet waamy &ygv^^l\iN \\Tvuv\\\ttqd 
with surprise. Did not llussia refuse to aSlow iVe ^otV^ vi x^^Kii \Jaa 
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engagements entered into by Seschid Bey witb the EnTopean officers 
whom he had selected for the service of the Sultan ? And was it 
probable that she would permit a nearer and a more certain danger 
without an effort to annihilate it ? . 

One more question, and I have done. Will the traveller in Turkey, 
fifty years hence, have anything to tell of the Military College of 
Constantinople P Alas ! I doubt it. 



CHAPTER Xm. 

Invitation from Mast&pha Fashft of Scodra^The Cttfque tnd the Cfiftnu^hcs— How 
to Tntftl in a CaYqoe— Hasty OIcnce8—Self-Gnit«lctioii'-9cu«art— Imperial 
Soperstition^Tlie ScMfflio Poini^DiHimi BatcM^Be8blklaaW-''The Turning 
Dervishes— Beeli^bey— The Kiosks-^A Dilemma— A Rnioed Palace— An Intra* 
(tuctioh— A Turkish Beatity— A Discovefy— A New Acqoaifitanee— The Boyuk 
Unxtoom^ftitigvang ^ailr-^Pftface of Mfisriaplla PmAA^'Pbt! Baftfin— Torkish 
Dyes— Ceremonies of Reiteptioil^t'arkisbEstabliatament'-ThcBayttkHaDonm— 
Turkish Chaplets— The Imperial Firman- Pearls, Rabies, and SmeralAs— The 
I'avouiite Odalique — Heymind H^noum— A Clonversation on Politics— Scodra 
Pasha— SSingular Coincidence— Cortvenience of the Tor kish Kitchen— Luxury of 
t)M TabM-'^ki^ntftry of the Chibonft--Tat1iish Mode of Ughtkkg the Apartments 
•^^Gentteneas towaords the Slaves-^Interesting Remfniseencea— Domestic Details 
-^Dilaram Huioam— A Paragraph on Pearls— A Turldsb Mirror-^A Summons — 
Scodra Pasha— MofiVen for Revolt— The Imperial Euroy-Submission— Ready 
Wit of the Pa^ba'a Son^The Reeepfkm-roonHxPeraonal Appearance of the 
Scodfa Pasha^UketintVAieiit Coartesy^-ComverMtlou on £iiglatiid— Philosophy- 
Pleasant ]>reaastf-->Tlw nagi^-8mitteii« 

AccoxtJLSitD by a Greek lad/ of my aoqtuhitaiied, I emhatked 
(me fine morning on board oar eaimie, to pay a risit to the irife and • 
daughter of Mustapha Pasha^ of Scodra. AM his palaee was situated 
in a distant quuiier of the city^ and we were an^u» to avoid the 
necessity of rattH^ over the rude and broken pavement of the streets 
in an arabaj we resolved to stretch out beyond the Seraglio Point ; 
and, follomng the walls that are now crumbling into ruin along the 
coast, disemlukrked at Yani-capu, or the New Gate pier. 

Onr sturdy rowers a<;bordingly bent to their oars, and the tarawj 
caique shot iM»p8s the port, mi. out into the wider sea beyond, like 
a wild bird. Iiie boatmen were clad in their stanmer garb, for the 
sunshine lay bright upon the watery and scarcely a breath of air mur- 
mured among the dark branches of the cypi^ss ffroves. They wore 
shirts of silk gauze, of about the thickness of muU-musHn, with laige 
banging sleeves, and bordered round the breast with a narrow scal- 
loping of needlework ; their ample trousers were of white cotton, 
and their shaven heads were onlr partiallv covered b^ small skull-caps 
of red cloth, with pendent tassels of purple silk ; their feet were bare. 

My companion and myself occupied cushion& ^^^ka^ ^^^t^ ^^cs^ 
bottom of the boat : the most oomfortaliVe, ca 'w^^a^'b ^^^^^ 
to trare) in a caique, which from its pecroi^ivr ic«m«^ai!L»Sa\i^^^^ yj 
overset hj the allghtest imprndeoGe ; 'wMe <»ux 0(t«^ ^t^«£*.^ ^^ 
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his less folded under liim, was seated oh the raised stem of the boa^ 
immeoiately behind us. 

What prettv peeps we had of the Seraglio gardens, as we shot 
alon^, through the many latticed openings contriyed lor the grati- 
fication of the fair prisoners. TVhat ma^iifioent glimpses of domes 
and minarets, of bursting foliage, of marble fountains, and of |;ilded 
kiosks ! But, alas ! how vain must have been all the luxurious inven- 
tions of the most luxurious of Sultans, to insure happiness to the 
tenants of this painted prison ! I looked around me on the sea-birds 
that were sportmg upon the wave— above me to the fleecy clouds 
that were sailing over the blue ether— far into the distance, where a 
shoal of dolphii^ were gamboHng ahnost above the water, — and, as I 
felt the motion of the swift caique, while it was gently heaved up and 
down by the current of the Sea of Marmora^ and saw now rapidly we 
sped along, I breathed a silent thadb^ving that /, too, was free ! J?ree 
to come and to go— to love or to reject— to gaze in turn upon every 
briffht and beautifol scene of nature, untrammdled and unfjuestioned 
—-that no Sultan could frown me into submission— no Kislar Agfaa 
fiighten me into hypocrisy. — ^m short, that I was not bom a sabf)ec» of 
his Subhme Highnftw. Manmoud tiie Powerful 



On our lefi^ rose t^ lordly mountain of Bulgurlhu Dm, above 
Scutari, whose shores were frmged with country-houses and hanging 
gardens ; gradually deepening into a sterner charact^as th^reoeded 
irom the Bcfiphorus, and lifting to the sky the palace-like bamck, and 
the elegant rersian kiosk of the Sultan. The present sovereign has 
a supentrtion, derived from an astrologer whom he consulted in his 
Touth, that, while he is constroctinff imperial residences, he is sure 
to be fortunate in his other undertakings ; and hence he is continuaUr 
adding to the almost countless numbers of palaces and kiosks thM 
ocoupy the loveliest spots throughout the vicinity of the capitaL 

T£d most extensive and ancient of these is wsit which is situated 
at the entrance of the harbour, and gives its name to the " Seraglio 
Poin^" — ^the walls of the imperial Serai runniog, as I have alreiidy 
mentioned, far along the coast. On the opposite shore is the smiul 
but eleffant palace of Scutari^ virith its bowery terrac^ which are 
overlooxed by the Sultan's prmdpal residence of Dolma Batch^ ; and 
you may shoot an arrow from the many-coloured and irres^ularly con- 
structea palace of Dohna Batch^ to the vast edifice now building on 
the same Dorder of the Bosphorus. WiUi iofinitely less taste and more 
architectural pretension, although with trae Eastern inconsistenogr — 
the whole of the stupendous natace above Beshiktash, save the foun- 
dation, is of wood, surrounded by a colonnade, supported on statdj 
columns of white marble. 

This palace, of whidi the expense is estimated at a million sterlmg, 
has been already a considerable time in progress ; and is erected on a 
locality that waspartly occupied by a beautiful kiosk of Sultan Selim, 
andpartly by a Teidh and chiBipel of Turning Dervishes. 

These latter, with a tenacity altogether incompatible with our 
European ideas of a despotic government, resolutely refused to quit 
their convent when the plan of the new nidace which rendered their 
ejection indispensable was explained to them. They had oom^ to a 
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with the SultuL 'Accordingly, raJainK tJie cr; of sacrilege, the; con- 
tinued snngly within their convent walls, which wwe soon ovwlopped 
by the imperial pile that rose gradually on either side of theiQ. 

But Saltan Mahmoad was bom a century too late to be thus baffled 
— the work went on ; and he bore the opposition to hia will with most 
exemplary patience, so long aa it did not retard the operations of his 
ardutecta. Bnt, when the moment at length arrived which rendered 
'' it the removal of the fraternity, he clumed from the Cheik 
r high priest, his permission to expel them ; and, having 
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, . ^e guard the sepulchre of a miritj may it please jour S 
Highness." 

My pkasnte is your immediate removal— I have provided a place 
of recepaon for your commDnity." 

" We BM not strong enough to contend against yonr imperial wilL 
We ohej." And the fraternity were put ii^ possession of an esten- 
nive edifice, latelr occupied hj the Court Jester I 

By a strange oianoe, thiahonse was dtaated immediately under the 
holy tomb wEioli had afforded to the Derviahes their principal pretext 
for disobedience to the imperial mandate; and the Sultan adroitly 
aniled himself of the fact, to impress upon them the eligibility ol 
like aitaatioD, pointing out, with a solemmty worthy of the occasion, 
tiiit it was more decent foe them to be domesticated on the very apot 
consecrated t^ the remains of the Ulustrious deceased, than at the 
distance of a nirimg, as had hith^lii been tlie case. The observation 
— a happy one, ima the remark unanswerable ; and the fratemitf 
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Bosphonis, rises the summer palace of Beglierbey — with its walls of 
pale gold and dead white; the prettiest and most fanciful of al^ the 
imperial residences, und rendered doubly agreeable by its spacious 
gardens and overhaneing groves. 

But tbc kiosks ! wlio ihall number the kiosks! those gilt-latticed, 
many-formed, and gracef d toys, which seem as though they had been 
rained from tbe sky during an hour of Bunshine,~see them on the 
heists of the Asian sboie — seek them in the depths of the " Valley 
of Sweet Waters " — count them as they rise at short distances along 
the walla of the Serai— pause a moment to admire their fairy-like 
* ' " " ■> ■ 111 ■! 1 ic[ joiitarv 



they look like gigantic fltnreia scattered over the landacw^. 
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But back, mv trnant faacj, to tbe Sea of Marmora, and tibe shores 
of Scutari : where the light oaSque is boundin«r over tlje hcsLvm^ 
waters, and Mount Olympus, with its crown of snow, is summouins^ 
you to memories of the days when, if Gods indeed were not, men 
lent them life! Back to the ho»y walls of Byz;antiuwi — to the 
lingering relics of the Aucient ^mans — to the City of the True 
Beiieyers ! 

We passed the little bay of Cum-oapu^ or Sandport, and our csSjjae 
shortly afterwards shot into the creek of Yajii-eapu ; but we had not 
left the boat five mmutes when we became susplcicaus that the ser* 
vant was not altogether eo familiar withtiie road leading to the j^alace 
of the Pasha as ne had professed to be. N(n: wene our suspicions 
erroBfeous : for, d%er leading us up one street and down another, 
along the root of the Aqueduct of Justinian^ and amid tbeblackeiiea 
remains of €tie last great fire, be faHy eonfessed that be had lost 
his way. 

In tms dilemma^ we took a guide, wbo assured us Hiait be was «s 
familiar with the palape of the ocodra Pasha as with his own bouseL 
and BO he proved to be ; though ike tiAf^Bg inconvradenee tiiiat ensnea 
convinced us that we were as far &^ our oli^ect as ever. After 
threading a vast number of narrow streets, leach more filthy t£aa 
the last; we at leng^ reaebed oofi which, built on a steep acdivitj; 
boasted a somewhat more comfortable and deanly appearance ; tne 
houses were largor and befiter kept, Boi Had shops less frequent and 
more respectable. Our guide stored before a pair of great s^Acm 
about half way up ^e bilJC and, seiEuig ^ knodcer. gave very audible 
evidence of our wish for admittaaiee^ after which ne podceted bis 
piastres, and withdrew. 

On the opening of the gate, wa found oursdves in a small covered 
court, choked with rubbish. A bouse^ litendly '^ tottering to its fiaU," 
and propped on the garden side with heavy pieces of <^ber, presented 
itself as the palace of the Pa^^ and me door of the harem, which 
one rude blow would have shivered to atoms, was imniediatdy 
before us. 

We loG^ed at each other in wonder ; but, as the servant who bad 
given us admittance assuied ns that we had made no mistake, whi(& 
we were not only inclined, but resJly anxious to believe that we had 
done, we desired to be conducted to the Buyidc Hanoum. A loud 
blow on the door of the harem, most portentously echoed by the void 
beyond, was instantly lUiswered by tbe ajppearanee of a tedl, bony, 
grinning negress ; wbo^ having bade us wdoome^ invited us to f oflow 
her to £«r mistress. 

Th^ stairs by which we ascended to the harem creaked and quivered 
beneath our weight ; the window that lighted them was uncurtamed, 
and its missing panes were replaced by ra^ and paper • there was no 
matting upon uie floor of tbe empty, cbilly, comfortless hall into which 
the apartments ot)ened^-and the whole appearance of the place was 
so desolate and wretcbed, ^stl shivered as I remembered that I bad 
engaged myself to pass the nisbt there. 

Having traversed the hall, the fliave lifted tlie heavy curtain veiling 
the door of one <tf the inner apaitments, andj baying obeyed her 
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bidding, we found ourselves in a small, snug, wdl-heated room, closely 
caipeted and curtained ; and at tke instant of our entrance a beautiful 
girl rose from the sofa where she had been seated, and welcomed us 
with a so^e and a blush that made us forget at once/' the ruin of her 
house." There was one circumstance connected with the greeting, 
however, that struck us as very singular, — she made no allusion to our 
having been exi>ected; but there was, on the contrary, a sort of 
wonder and curiosity in her manner, which, with intuitive good- 
breeding, she did not express. 

We were both still haunted by ihe idea that there must be some 
mistake ; and ihis impression was heightened by the timid and con- 
strained bearing of the young beauty, who, after having clapped her 
bands, and desired the two or three slaves, who hastily obeyed the 
summons, to prepare sweetmeats and c(^ee, suddenly sank into silence, 
as though waiting to learn the purport <^ our visit. M^ companion, 
acting upon the presumption that some mistake i^^ exist^ although 
she was unable to comprehend its nature, onoe more inquired if ^ were 
conect in supposing tnat we were in the palace of the Scodra iPasha. 

Again she was answered affirmatively. 

" And you are then the beautiful daughter of the Pasha> of whom I 
have L^rd so much ?" 

'' I am the wife of his son,'' was the reply, which, condse as it was, 
brought a brighter blush to the cheek of the sj^ker. 

And she was beautiful, according to the stnct rule of Turkish love- 
liness ; with rich red lips, lai^e dark sleepy eyes, and a throat as white 
and dawling as the inner leaTjof the water-lily. 

" You aoe young to be a wife ; have you b^n long married ?" 

** EzflctJy twelve months-^X am thui;een: my husband is a year 
ddcr." 

** JM jon expect us earlier P" 

"Expect you!" echoed the fair Turk, opening her deep eyes in 
wondi^. ''MashaUahl how could I expect that two Erank ladies 
vould oome to visit me P" 

This was inexplicable ! 

" I trust ihat the Pasha has quite recovered his late indisposition," 
pursued my companion, after a moment's silence. 

'' I did not know that he was UAweU : we have not heard fix)m him 

lately/' 

" Heard from him?" echoed Madame in her turn. *'My 

husband had a long conversation with him ^estefday." 

A|;ain the beauty dilated her large e^es in wonder. ''Impossible ! 

He IS in Albania." Here was the solution of the enigma. We were 

bound on a visit to Mustapha Pasha, the rebcl-^and we were under 

the roof of Omer Pasha, his present successor ! 

After a hearty lau^h on all sides, we were quite at our ease ; the 

young beauty handea scented consei*ves and couee to us with her own 

pretty, plump, henna-tipped fingers, and informed us that her mother- 

laJav, the Euvuk Qu^koum, and hei'self, were occupying a house lent 

to thm b/ a vbicnd, for the few weeks which they found it expedient 

to pass m Constantinople, while making their arrangements for 

AJbivBda^ vfafize they were suortly tio join the Pashas . 
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After passing half an ham in diatting on various subjects, we rose 
to take our leave, and to profit by the polite offer of our new acquaint- 
ance to send a servant to point out to us the palace of Mustapha 
Pasha. As we were making our parting complunente, a slave came 
in to request that we would pay a visit to the Buyuk Hanoum in her 
apartment, whither she had just returned from the bath. 

\We immediatelj assented, and were conducted to a spacious room 
at the other extremitv of the hall, where we found the ladv seated 
under the tandour, ana idmost in darkness ; the windows of me room 
beiug on the old Turkish principle— that is, perforated in a douUe 
tier— the lower ones so closely latticed that tiiey admitted scarcely 
any light, and barely permitted those within to see into the street : 
and the upper ones, smaU and half circular, dull with dust, situated 
dose to the ceiling, and, in several instances, where time or accident 
had displaced the glass, repaired roughly with thin plaiJcs nailed 
across. The atmosphere of the apartment was close aim oppressiyei, 
perfume having been flung into the mangal as we entered, wnidi was 
rising in a dense vapour ; and every creek and crevice in the room 
(and they were not few) being stopped with pink paper. 

The Buyuk Hanoum received us with much courtesy, and apologized 
for not having welcomed us herself on our first arrival inlier own 
apartment, owing to her having been at the moment in the bath ; and 
she appeared much amused at the mistake (of which her slaves had 
already informed her) that had brought us under her roof. She had 
formerly been a fine woman, but was no longer young, and had con- 
sequently lost all her charming fraieheur (I use the French word, for 
it IS neriectly untranslatable) which is the great beauty of Oriental 
females. In the course of conversation, we discovered that she 
was sister to one of the wives of Achmet Pasha, and had her- 
self been to pay a visit to the harem of Mustapha Pasna the previous 
day. 

As our engagement still remained to be folfilled, we did not long 
linger in the apartment of the Buyuk Hanoum ; but, taking leave ^ 
herself and her pretty little daugther-in-law, who had. ourin^ our 
visit, remained standing at the end of the room with her hands 
folded meekly before her, while we shared the sofa of the hostess, 
we placed ourselves under the guidance of a bearded and turbanea 
Moslem, who was awaiting us in the court-yard, and once more sallied 
forth. 

What a walk we had! Up and down, and in and out, until I b^an 
to think that the tales of Eastern enchimtment that I had read in my 
^Ihood were now realized for my individual inconvenience, and that 
the palace was receding as rapidlv as we advanced. I was not, how- 
ever,^uffered to persist in tms iole fancy, for we really did arrive at 
last, although some hours later than we should have done, before the 
great gates of an extensive edifice, which, I am bound to admit, had 
externally more the appearance of a barrack than a palace. Half a 
dozen servants, sevoal of them neg[roes, were lounging in listless 
idleness at the entrance, which our amval instantly changed into ready 
and officious bustle. 
. We were ushered across an exten8i?e courtyard to one of the wings 
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of the palace, a vast, irregular pile of b^iilding; and -a single stroke 
upon tke door of the harem was immediately answered from within : 
a group of smiling female slaves received us in an inner court, wherein 
stood the araba o| the Sujnik lianoum, and a very handsome marble 
fouatain, at which a pretty girl of about eighteen was performing her 
ablutions. A couple of the negroes accompanied us up stairs, and^ 
leading us across a very handsome saloon, whose I'ecesses were fill^ 
with ci^hiaps^ and whose open gallery commanded the court betieath, 
showed us into a smaller apartment, and seated us on a sofEi, whereon 
lay a mandofin and a tambourine, — probably flun^ there by some fair 
musiciaois whom our approach had startled from their pastimow 

Here we w^e shortly joined bv a very old woman, who came to 
pay her oomnhments to us ; and who, from her manner, was eiddentlv 
a ccmJid^Kktiail person in the harem, ohe had been e:i^tremelv beautiful, 
and was still a £19^ ruin ; the outline of her features being delicate ana 
re^ndar, while her hair, of a bright chesnut colour, unmixed with a 
taukt of grey^^ gave her a softness of expression perfectly siugular. 
This l^tt^ eircusQstance only served to convince me of the great 
superioritj ol the dyes in use amon^ the Turkish women, to those 
common m Europe, — a fact which. I had abeady occasion to notice : 
whatever inay be the a^e of a Turkish female, she is seldom disfigured 
by grey hair, but, on the contraiy, her tresses are as pure in colour, 
ancTas smooth and glossy as those of the youngest girl in her 
^Eunily. 

A female slave shortly afterwards appeared, to conduci^ us to the 
apaitweiit of the Euyuk Haaoum, which, when we entered, was half 
j^ed with attendants, aome standing in a semi-circle round the 
Buupgad and others squatted on the carpet at the extremity of the 
Ipoom. 

As this was the first harem that I had visited where the establish- 
i^ent was on the true Turkish footing — or, to speak more plainly, 
where th^re were more candidates than 9ne for the affections of the 
master of the house, although there was, in point of fact, actually but 
one wife, — ^I paid particular attention to those deHcate shades of 
etiquette and gradations of ceremony that I had been prepared to 
notice in these princely families." 

The Buyuk Hanoum occupied the upper end of the sofa, against 
which the tandour was placed ; she was a plain woman, with a cold 
and somewhat stem expression of countenance : and there was more 
haughtiness in the bend and the smile wherewith she welcomed us, 
than I had yet seen exhibited by a Turkish female. When we entered, 
she was amusing herself, as is common with both sexes in this country 
(as well Turks as Armenians), in passing rapjdly through her fingers 
the beads of a chaplet that rested on the gold-embroidered covering 
of the tandour. 

I must be permitted a momentary digression on the subject of these 
chaplets, which are as popular, or very nearly so, as the chibouk. 
They resemble, somewhat, the rosary of the ftoman Catholics, save 
that instead of being terminated by a crucifix and a knot of relics, 
they are merely beads strung upon a silk cord, divided at intervab by 
some of a larger size, and secured, at the junction of the cocd^Vs^ "^ 

G 
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catred aeora, at im ornament of t, 13^ description. He;; bjc com- 
monlf made of & wood, vlueb, becoming heated b? the action of the 
hrndfCmitasdeUcioiiS perfume; but their nuterial defends apon the 
taste and means of the owner: the poorer classes canTm^ diaplets of 
berrie^oomiwni beads, and other cheap sabstitatea, for this somewhat 
oosti; ^ldulgmlee. 

He more independent the circnmstances of a Turk, and conse- 
ciaeutl; the less use he is called upon to nake of his hand^ the more 
constant!; are Ihey employed in toying with his chaplet— his finoers 
are busy with it s^ he walks along the street--70D bear the li^htcui^, 
cLck, cuck, of the fast-falling beads, as he iJ sqnatied on his sofa — 
nay, so fond is he of this dull enjopnent, that, only a shwt period aft«r 
my arrirsl at Coustimtiriople. a firman was issued bf the Sultan, 
forbidding the use of the chaplet in the mosqies, the BOlseof so maiij 
oollected together, and all at work at the same time, disturbing the 
MuftL 

It is composed of ninety-mne beads, without indnding that whidi 
connects the ends of the cord. Witn each of the former, an attri- 
bnt« of God is recited, thus i^Great — Glorious— Eicellent— Omnipo- 
tent &c Sx. The finni bead terminates the ejaeuktory prayei, uid 
bears the name of the Deity himself. 

The chaplet of the Buyuk Hanomn was of fine pearls, beantifullj 
matched, and each the size of a pea, the divisions being formed by 
emerakb similarly shaped and sized, and the whole string seemed by 
one peac-sbaped emendd, the size of a hazel-nut. 

At the angle of the sofa sat the favourite Odaliqne of the Fasba,— a 
short, slight, unattractive woman of about thirty years of age ; with 
common, and rather coarse features, but with a shrewd and keen 
expression that almost made them interestlnz. Close beside her was 
Be^«i a third lady, who, although certainly not prettv, was never- 
theless tall, graceful, and delicate, with full, fine eves, ana an eiiiiiisite 
complexion; when we entered, she was emploved in fondling a sweet 
little child of between one and two years old. A pile of cushions, 
carefully and comfortably arranged, were prepared immediately oppo- 
site to uie seat of the Buyuk Hanoum, for her fair daughter, but the 
lovely HeyminS had not yet left the bath. 

At the mvitation of the Buyuk Hanoum, we placed ourselves beside 
lier, and partook of swectmeaiU sod coffee, amid the polite greetings 
of the whole par^ ; and the refreshments had scarcely dis^pear^ 
when the fair batncr entered the Apartment. 

How shall I describe the beautiful Heyminfc Hanoum ? How paint 
tie soft, sweet, sleepy loveliness of the f osba's daughter ? She was 
just sixteen, at the age when Oriental Beauty is at its height, and 
Oriental nacefnlness unsurpassed bv ai^ gracefulness on earth. Her 
slight, wulow-like figure — her dark deep eyes, long and lustrous, with 
lauies edging like silken fringes their snowy and vein-traced hds — 
hei Inxunsnt air, black as the wing of the raven— her white and 
HnTTHnp teeth— and the sweet but firm expression of her beautifully 
formed mouth — 
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that I did not admire lie^ the more fot tike deep shade of melanchol; 
that <»st a sort of twilight oret her beaatf, and softened, without 

i<iniinTiiliing its effect. 

She had been bOTn in Albania; it waa the land of her love. The 
Bnfuk Hanonin, her mother, waa descended from one of the moat 
powerful and prmcel; families of the conntr; ; and she bad been used 
to aee her looted upon with the reverence due to her birth and rank ■ 
she remembered tluit the Pasha, hei father, had dared, in bis pride of 
place, to measure strength with the SQltaai, liu master, and to defy bis 

Ewer ; be had failed, but the haushty effort had been made ; and the 
r Heyminfe looked back with sadntes and regret to the days of the 
past spleniiour and warrior-Btrife amid which she had grown to 
womanhood. She dnng to her mother with the lovine gentlenesa 
that spoke in her deep eyes : but she worshipped her father, as Bome- 
thinf more than morud ; and her fair check tlushed crimson, and her 
prond lip dilated into smiles, as she spoke cf him. And how she had 
Ksntered up within her heart those sweet, sad memories which mock the 
brigbtness of the present ! How she dwelt upon the country she had 
loved and lost, and amid whose mountains she had breathed the 
breath of freedom ! I never saw the enthusiasm of the spirit more 
legibly written npon the brow of any human beii^ than on hers. It 
redeemed the apathy of a score of Eastern women! 

The Buyuk Hanonm was as tar from being reconciled to the change 
of countrv and position as her daughter ; but her sadness was more 
Bubdiied oy resignation — she had reached the age when reverses are 
less keenly felt^ft calm sorrow sat upon her brow, and breathed in 
her low, tremulous, tone ; but the blood which leaped to the brow of 
the dao^b(«T in wanner gusliea as she spoke of the jmst, only curdled 
more chillingly aboot tbe heart of the mother when the same Tisions 
arose in vain mockery before her, to remind her of what had once 
been, and conid never be ^ain ! 

Seodra Fasba had eamea foe himself a place on the liage of history, 
but he had paid a high and a painful price for the privilege. He had 
tasted for a brief space the intoiicatmg dranght of power, but the 
bowl had been dashed from his lips. He had defied the voke beneath 
which he had been ultimately bowed, and the iron that has been 
resisted is ever that which eats deepest into the souL 

It must be a severe trial to sink from a leader to a vassal: even 
when it is from a rebel chief to the dependent Pasha of a Sultw. 
Mustapha Pasha bad been almost a sovereign in Albania,— a brave 
soldier^ and a powerful prince ; and. when he accepted the conditions 
of his imperial niaster, and bought his life at the price of his country 
and his fortune, the struggle of the spirit most have been a bitter one. 

It was a singular ciroumstance that, at the period of my first visit 
to his harem, he was occupving a palace adjoining that in which 
resided another attainted nocle— the ei-Paaha of Bagdad! Both 
men of information — both blighted in their ambition, and bowed 
braeath the power they had defied— they amased the emnti of their 
monotonous existence with writing poetiy, and moralizing oa the 
instability of human greatness, I have remarked elsewhere that th« 
Torks are seldom found wanting in philosophy. 
o3 



9^ THE CIIY OP THE STJITAN. 

4l9. we did noi axriye at the Pasha's palace for several hours after 
we were expected, it was supposed that some accidental circu,instaiioe 
had prevented our visit, and the family had consequently cUned before 
we got there : hut such an occurrence as this never causes the slightest 
inconvenience in a Tur)d^ house, where the culinary arrangements 
are sa regulated that you can command an excellent repast ^t whatev^ 
moment you may d^uaioe to require it. 

Qu the preseni occasion, I rather regretted that the profuse and 
even sumptuous dWer that was served up to us was, ftom an excess 
of courtesy on the part of our entertainers, perfectly European in its 
arransenvent, being accompanied by silver forks, knives, and chairs. 
But tioe luxury of the ]@ast nad, nevertheless, its part in the banquet. 
fo;r t^e dtoth that covered the table was enriched with a deep border of 
ex(uasite needie-wor^ and the napkins of muslin, abnost as impal- 
pable as a cobweb^ were richly embroidered in gold^ Wine wias 
handeclto, u? on a beautifully chased golden salyer, and the glasses 
from wnick we draut it were of finely out crystal ; while the table 
Qtood upo* a tapestry carpet. 

But. tae most beautiful ohiects employed during the repast were 
the silycae leiwo^ strainer, 9Ad vase, that were held by two black slaves,, 
for us Us Tfa^h oya hands, while a third stood a pace behind them, 
bearing up9n his arm the napkin, wrought with a border of dowers in 
cqIqut^ silipSji 'whereon they were to be dried. The vase, shaped 
like thftt fnW which Ganymede might have poured wine for imperial 
Jove, '^a^ chased in the most delicate manner with erapes ana vine 
leaves ; a^d tue same design enriched the border of the capacious 
basin* 

As §opu aa we had dined, we adjourned to the private apartment 
of Heymloe Sa^oum, at hev especial invitation ; when the young 
beauty, freed from the ^estraiat of her mother's presence, clapped her 
hands, and ordered her pipe, which she smoked with as much ^n^ace and 
gusto asi any Moslem of ihe empire. They who cavil at this applica- 
tion of the word ffrace^ have certainly never seen a young Turkish 
woman manage her chibouk — ^nothing can be more coquettish. 

The.chs^ptar on fans, so celebrated in the " Spectator " might be 
out-written a hundred-fold by one competent to describe the ma- 
noeuvres of an Eastern beauty, with her amber-lipped and cold-tmsted 
pipe. Such soft and studied attitudes— such long and slowly-drawn 
respiratioiis, haviog all the sentiment of a sigh without its sadness — 
such clasping and \mclasping of the delicate fingers about the slender 
tube— -no novice should venture to smoke beside a Turkish woman who 
is not satisfied to look as awkward as a poor mortal can desire ! 

We were all copoafortabiy nestled among our cushions ; and, on a 
small round table at the extremity of the apartment, stood a tray, 
bearing four wax lights. Ti^s custom of clustering the candles toge- 
ther is common in ooth Turkish, Armenian, and Greek houses ; and 
is peculiarly congemal to the indolence of Eastern habits, as it leaves 
such deep shadows in the distance, that those who have no immediate 
occupation to confine them to the vicinity of the glare may doze in 
undisturbed twilight on their sofas. 

At intervals, a slave entered to trim the candles, or to replenish the 
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ipe of Hqrroitte Haynoum ; and each lingered awliile, uncMdden^ to 
jsten to ii fragment of the com-ereation, or to indulge in another gaze 
at the Frank strangers ; among thie rest, one pale^ l^iguid-looking 
>*l3man, who compkined of snddien and severie simeiing, and to whom 
the Pasha's daughter spoke even more kindly and gently than to any 
of the others, squatted down near the door, and remained a consider- 
able time, tnth ner head drooping on her oosom, apparently amused 
m spite Of her indisposition. 

Tiie slaves, both black and white, were innumerable— I should think 
tliat we had at least a score in attendance on us during dinner. 

Despite the occasional intciruptions that I have described, our con- 
versation becamte gradually extremely interesting. Tlie young beauty 
talked of Albania— of the proud and happy life that she nad fed there 
during her father's prosperity ; and then of the misery wliich she had 
endured in exchanging its delights for the cliilling observances and 
restraints of the TSirkisn capilial. Had the heaii; of Heymine Hanoum 
beat in the brfeast of licr fether, let the result have been what it 
mijht, he never w;ould have recanted his rebellion. 

From the political position of her family she digressed talts social 
condition • and I was not a little amused by the j)erfect san^ froid 
with whicn she entered into a detail of the domestic arrangements of 
the household. 

" You have seen my brother," she said ; " tod I need not tell you 
that he is delicate and sickly. He was my mother's last child, and 
the Pasha feared that ho should be left without a son. In this 
dUemma^ he expressed to the Buyuk Hanoum his desire to conixaxst a 
second marriage ; but this she would by no means permit. She co^d 
not, however, avoid seeing that his anxiety was but too well founded^ 
and she accordingly proposed a coUipromise, to winch he at once 
agreed. Without loss of time, he wiote to a friend in Constantinople 
to purchase for him four young Circassians, and to embark them> 
imder the charge of an elderly woipan, for Albania. 

" Young as I was 1 shall not attempt to describe to you my mortifi- 
cation on their arrival. 1 saw the* tears of my mother, which, when 
alone with me, she did not attempt to suppress ; we had hitherto had 
but one heart and one interest in the harem of my father, and we 
became suddenly domesticated with strangers— women of another land 
and another language; to whom we were knit by no ties, bound by 
no sympathies. 

" But all this is idle. You saw the Odalique who sat nearest to my 
mother ? Allah has been gracious to her — she has borne two sons to 
the Pasha. She "with the large dark eyes, who when you entered was 
nursii^ her infant, has no other child than that one little girl. A third 
you wm shortly see, when she pays mc her visit previously to retiring 
for the night ; I love her much, but she, poor thin§ ! is childless. 
The fourth died in consequence of her sufferings durmg the passage 
to Albania, which was tempestuous and protracted. The aged woman 
who received you on your arrival was the person who accompanied 
the fonr Circassians from Constantinople, and— but here is Buaram 
Hanoum." 

As she spoke, the curtain that shaded the door ^aa ^\&Sk\^^^^^ 
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and the Odaliqae entered. She was by far the prettiest 'woman of the 
three, but there was a subdued and nopeless expression about her, 
which showed at once that she had not heesi a favourite child of fortune. 
She was slig^ht and beautifully formed, with a low, soft voice, which was 
almost music. She apneared much attached to the lovel^ Heymin^, 
and hastened, after the first salutations were over, to replenish tiie pipe 
that rested beside the young beau^ and to hand it to ner ; a nuux of 
attention and respect which was acknowledged by its object with the 
CTaceful salutation common in the East— the pressure of the fingers of 
the right hand to the lips and brow. 

The conversation was, of course, changed on her entrance; and 
the subject of iewels having been mentioned. Heymin^ Hanoum 
despatched a slave for a himderchief with wnich she was in the 
habit of binding up her hair, in order to show us one of the Alba- 
nian fashions. It was of black muslin, painted with groups of 
coloured flowers, and bordered all round with a deep fringe ol fine 
pearls. I never in my life saw any mixture which producm a more 
striking effect ; and when she wound it about her head — the dark 
glossv tresses of her hair, relieved hj the briffht tints of the flowers 
and the whiteness of her dear brow, rivalling the pearls that rested on 
it— her crimson jacket^ l^ed with sable, faUing back, and revealing 
the transparent chemisette of gauze, and the fair throat which it 
shaded — ^the pale blue silk trowsers tnmmed with silver, and the small 
white naked foot tiiat peeped for an instant from beneath them as she 
altered her position — I thought that earth could hold nothing more 
lovely than Heyinin^ Hanoum. 

I was very busily engaged in examining an elegant hand-mirror, set 
in a frame of chasea silver, when a couple of negroes entered, to invite 
us to the presence of the Pasha, who was awaiting us in his apartment. 
I have alreadv mentioned that one room in the harem is appropriated to 
the master oi the house, wherein he receives such of its inmates as he 
desires to converse with. 

The message was scarcely delivered when the Buyuk Hanoum, 
whom the Pasna had desired to introduce us, entered the apartment, 
evidently somewhat surprised at the honour which was about to be 
bestowed upon two female infidels. I had heard a great deal of 
the Scodra Pasha, and I naturally desired to see him ; nor, per- 
haps, may it be amiss to impart to my readers a portion of his 
history. 

Mustapha Pasha was residing on his pashalik in Albania when Sultan 
Mahmoud reformed the national costume of the country, and replaced 
the loft^ turbans and flowing garments of past centuries, with the scarlet 
ftz ana frock coat of the present day. When the order for this 
change reached the Pasha, he at once communicated it to the troops, 
who resisted it with such violence as to threaten not only the liberU, 
but the life of their chief if he persisted in its enforcement. In 
vain did he argue, explain, and persuade; the soldiery, wedded to 
their ancient usages, refused to listen to his reasonings ; their opposi- 
tion being forthermore aggravated by a conscription, enforced with 
sufficient severity to lend them arguments against all concession to a 
power by which they were thus oppressed ; and he finally found him- 
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self impelled to adopt a decided line of condact in order to insure 
his own personal safefy. 

Already nearly in a state of siege in one of his palaces — surrounded 
by troops on whom he could by no means denend, seconded as they were 
by the people, in the indigna,tion excited oy the threatened infringe- 
menton their cherished habits — drawing the whole of his revenue 
from the soil — married to a lady of the country — possessed of consi- 
derable property within the pashalik— and threatened with death by 
an infuriated populace — it cannot be wondered at that Mustapha 
Pasha, thus hard pressed, resolved to assist his people in the 
struggle ; and strengthening his anny, and trusting to his mountain 
fastnesses, determined on a resistance to the imperial will, whic^L at 
once placed Albania in a state of revolt. 

It were tedious to detail at len^h the various fortunes of the rebel 
Pasha : a brave man, beloved by nis troops, and sincere in the same 
cause — greatly assisted, moreover, by the mountainous and difficult 
character of the country— naturally possesses the meansqf making hsad 
against a superior power to his own ; and thus it was with the Scodra 
^isha. Many abortive attempts were made to dislodge and capture 
him, by an army under the command of Eeschid Mehemet Pash^ but 
in vain. He still held on his way, until at length the Sultan, irritated 
at the ill-success of his endeavours, despatched Achmet Pasha with 
full power to act as a pacificator, and to use all possible means to 
r^caU the rebel chief to his allegiance, and an order not to return 
without having terminated the rebellion. 

Thus instructed, the imperial envoy left the capital for Albania ; 
and his attempts were not destined to be as fruitless as those of his 
predecessors. The rebel Pasha's army had fought for their lives as 
well as their privileges ; they had ^ne too far to recede ; and Achmet 
Pasha felt at once tne utter futihty of persisting in a system of vio- 
lence which could produce no definite result. The character of his 
adversary was well known to him : it was l^gh, honourably and un- 
sullied, save by his revolt against nis impenal master; and it was to 
this knowledge that he resolved to trust, in order to bring about a 
submission which the Sultan's arms were unable to effect. He accord- 
ingly despatched a messenger to Mustapha Pacha, by whom he 
requested an interview ; and, to prove that no treachery was intended 
on the one hand, or feared on liie other, he offered to place himseLf in 
the power of the rebel leader, by meeting him alone and unattended 
wherever he might appoint. 

The Scodra Pasha, a man of amiable disposition and quick feelings, 
was touched by tliis mark of confidence, and unhesitatingly acceoea 
to the request ; when Achmet Pasha, without further delay, fulfilled 
the conditions which he had imposed upon himself, mountea nis horse, 
and rode boldly off to the palace of the rebel. He was received with 
the utmost courtesy ; coffee and pipes were introduced^ and the two 
Pashas sat down side by side upon their cushions, to discuss the im- 
portant subject of their meeting. 

To a man of Mustapha Pasha's good sense and sound judgment, it 
was by no means difficult for his visitor to demonstrate in the clearest 
manner the hopelessness of his situation. It was true that hitherto 
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he had baffled all the attempts of the imperial traojjs, by iht "whiaiA 
of his measures, the judiciousness of his arraiig;emiebts, tne bravery of 
Ids own bearing, and the zeal of his soldiery. J3ut this State of tjun^ 
coidd wot kst tor evei^— he was feedin? upon his oWn stnaoigth, «nd hxs 
resources must uKimately fail— he had yet time to make a creditable 
and a free submission— he had still an onportuniW to save his head ; 
but, when he }4elded fnnn weakness (and, should he persist ia his 
rebellion, the bitter hour of hdplessness must come), now could he 
look for a mercy which he had rdected when it was freely extended 
tohim? 

Thus pressed, both by iexterior argument and mtemal conTiction ; 
wearied also, it may be, of opposition to a sovereign whom he rever- 
enced, the rebel leader asked tune for deliberate consideratioiL ere he 
returned a definite answer to the proposition : he stipulated also that 
an assurance should be solemnly given that his own me, and tho^ of 
his family, should be spared; wnich Achmet Pasha did not hesitate to 
promise upon the spot. It was accordingly determined that the latter 
should remun two davs in the palace of the rebel chief, when he 
should eilher depart alone and unmolested, bearing with him the 
continued defiance of the revolted province,— ^r that ne should return 
to Constantinople accompanied by his host, and ihe females of his 
family, under the safeguard of his plighted word. 

Thie latter alternative was adopted; and Achmet Pasha ultimatd^ 
returned to Constantinople in company with the Scodra Pasha and his 
hareuL The fortune of the rebel chief was confiscated, and a hundred 
and twenty thousand piastres a year settled upon him to supply the 
means of existence. But some time dapsed ere he was admitted to 
tiie pres^ce, and allowed the high honour of kissing the foot of his 
Sulwme Bighness. 

On the same occasion he presented his two eldest sons, with whom 
the Sultan was so much pl^ed that he created them Pashas on tiie 
instant; and, having entered into conversation with them, he inquired 
how they hked the fez, upon which the younger of the two, a fine 
boy of eight years of age, answered with a promi)titude worthv of an 
aocomplishea, courtier, that he had always uked it, but since ne had 
seen it on the head of the Sultan, he should like it a thousand times 
better ; a reply which so delighted Mahmoird. that he immediately pre- 
sented him with a watch magnificently enriched with diamonds, rlor" 
was the child less foitunate throughout the audience, for the smiling 
sovereign tried him with another question, to which he answered witE 
even morejpoint — "And which do you like the best, my young Pasha^" 
asked the Sultan, " Constantinople or Albania? " 

" Constantinople," replied the boy j " because you are here — ^the 
leaves cannot come upon the trees without the sun; and we cannot 
grow up to be brave men if we are not near you." 

No wonder that Mustapha Pasha looks upon the mother of the boy 
as "the light of the Harem." 

The Buyuk Hanoum led us across the outer saloon to a spacious 
staircase, then across an upper haU, through a short gallery, and 
finally to the door of the rasha's apartment. As I crossed the 
threviold, I was actually dasded with fight : the room was large ; and 
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was raised one step at the upper end, round which tian the sofa. Two 
tables, bearing trays of candles, were placed near the entrance ; and 
a silver branch holding others was in the arched recess between them. 
The curtains and the TX)vaing of the sofa were of crimson satin, the 
latter fiinged with gold a foot in deptl^ and furnished with cushions 
of gold tissue embroidered with coloured silk. At the ertremity of 
the dais a pile of cushions wrare heaped upon the floor ; and at the 
upper end of t^ sofa squatted the Pas^ with a nesro slave on each 
side of him, busied in arranging his pipe, which had been just replen- 
ished. A capacious mangal^ heavy with perfume, occupied the centre 
of the floor. 

Mustapha Pacha is sliU in the prime of life ; of the middle size, 
with an agreeable and sensible expression of face, and a sli^t cast in 
one of his eyes. He received us v«y courteousljr. and ordered chairs 
for mv friend and mvs^ near his own seat, wmle he motioned the 
Buyuk Hanoum to be seated also ; an intimation which she obeyed 
by placing herself on the exl^eme edge of the sofa. The next cere- 
mony was to cause pipes to be presented to my companion and 
myself, — the greatest honour that can be conferred on a female in 
Turkey being an invitaticm to smoke in tiie presence of the other 
sex. 

Hiis was indeed & dilemma^ for smoking had formed no patt of my 
education ; and I knew tiiat. did I even raise the pipe to my lips, I 
should infaliiby be ill : but the Pasha fbrtunatelj remarked the su^t 
shudder and the gesture of repucnianoe with which I took it from the 
hand of the slave ; and he immediately requested me to refuse it, if I 
found it disagraeaole, as he merely sought to pay me a compliment 
by offering it. 

I need not say how gladly 1 availed biysdf <^ the permisa^n, much 
to the amus^nent of the Pasha, who, msr he had inhaled a few whifb 
of his own chibouk, sent a second message to the harem, which was 
answered by the speedy appearance of Heymin^ Uanoum and the 
favourite Ooalique. A motion of his hand invited both to take their 
places upon the cushions already alluded to ; and then I remarked 
the ascendimcy of the latter over the^ spirit of the Pasha — an ascen- 
dancy due probably as much to her being ^ mother of his two sons, 
as to her natural shrewdness of intellect. Be that as it may, how- 
ever, it was easy to neroeive that she was a woman of great natural 
talent, and wonderful quickness of perception; and very likdy to 
retain the supremacy that she had gained. 

The Pasha understood a little IV^h, but did not attempt to speak 
it ; though it is probable that he will soon do so, as he is studying 
the language with unwearying perseverance. He has alreadv formed 
a very respectable library, where he has collected together the works 
of Voltaire, Racine, Boileau, Moli^re, and many other standard 
authors ; and he has done so thus prematurely, he says, in order that 
the sight of the volumes may stimulate him to industry ; as he never 
looks towards them without reflecting on the riches that are hidden 
from him b^ his ignorance of the language, and which may one day 
be within his ^rasp. 

IwasastomsheaatmaDyof the questioiLi that he asked me ; the^ 
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were so unlike the generality of those to which I had already beooniB 
accustomed in the country. He was very InqnisitiTe on the solgeefc 
of the Thames Tunnel — inquired as to its probable expense — tiie 
period at which it was likely to be completed— the widtii of the imr 
at that precise spot — ^the amount of the toll to be paid by passengers 
—the mode in which the money had been obtained for its constmo- 
tion— in what manner it would be lighted— in short, he entered into 
every particular connected with the undertaking so eamestljr, that I 
had reason to congratulate myself on being able to satisfy ha 
curiosity. 

He next asked a number of questions relative to the Eire Insurance 
Companies of London, of which he had heard vaguely ; and, when I 
had explained to him the whole of the system, he expre»ied his r^iret 
that no institution of the kind had been estsu)lished in Constantmo- 
ple; a want to which he was the more sensible as he had lately lost 
a house filled with valuable furniture and effects, of which he had 
been unable to save the smallest portion. He inquired if I thought 
that one of our companies would consent to accept an insurance for 
his piedace: as in the event of their being wiUiog to do so, he would 
immediately take steps to make the arrangement. I i>ointed out to 
him the dimcul^ of inducing them to run so great a risk, aware, as 
they must be, of the frequency of fires in Stamboul, and the exorbitant 
interest they would require m the event of their consenting to his 
wish; when he at once allowed the objection to be perfectly reason- 
able, although he much regretted the necessity of abandoning the 
idea. 

In the course of conversation, some allusion having been made to 
the philosoi>hy with which he supported his reverses, his reply was so 
characteristic that it deserves record. " The chariot of mv fortunes," 
he said, " had, for so long a time, run smoothly over the highways of 
life, that I ought rather to feel surprise at its even pace during so 
many years, than wonder that its wheels should fail at last." 

To comment on such an answer would be idle. 

It was not without re^et that I took leave of the Pasha^ whose 
courteous manners and mtelligent conversation rendered him a most 
a^eeable companion ; and, had I been able to converse with him in 
his own language, I have no doubt that I should have been still more 
impressed in his favour. Before we quitted him, he invited us to 
spend a few days with the Buyuk Hanoum and his daughter, during 
the marriage festivities of the Princess Mihirmah, at a house whi£ 
he had taken at the " Sweet Waters ; " and, as we re-entered the 
harein, I could not refrain from expressing to the fair Hevmine my 
admiration of the intelligence and information of her father. But 
all praise of the Pasha to his daught^ was "gilding refined gold, 
painting the lily, and throwing a perfume o'er the violet;" human 
commendations could not exalt him higher in her esteem. 

If splendour could insure repose, we were destined to a Ion? night 
of slumber beneath the roof of Mustapha Pasha, for our beds were 
one blaze of gold and embroidery ; ana it is certain that the fair form 
which hovered about me until 1 sank upon my pillows had a most 
pleasant influence over my dreams : I never passed a more delicious 
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night. I had visions of beauty, of which th6 lovely Heymin^ was the 
type and subject : and if some taint impressions of strife and suffering 
mmgled in the illusion, a bright smile and a soft glance dispelled the 
gloom, and brought back the light and the loveliness, that nad been 
veiled for a moment, with tenfold lustre. 

In the morning we returned to Pera, carrying with us a store of 
pleasant memories, for which we were indebted to this amiable family; 
and it was not without a very painful emotion that we learnt, in the 
course of the second day i^ter we had (quitted them, that the harem 
of the Pasha was dispersed in all directions, and the palace completely 
empty. The sick slave, whom I mentioned as having passed a con- 
siderable time in the apartment of Heymin^ Hanoum, had died the 
previous night, of plague ! 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Proceadon'of BctroUial—- Prdimlnajrv Ceranonies— llie Mantle of Mahomet— Hie 
Palace of the Seraskier Pasha— The Palace Square — Pictoresqae Groups — An 
Interior— Turkish Children— Oriental Curiosity— Costume of the Turkish Chil- 
dren-Military Music— The Procession— Hurried Departure of the Crowd— The 
Seraskier's Tower— The Fire Guard- Candidatesfor the Imperial Bride— Imperial 
Expedient— Stid Pasha— Policy of the Seraskier— An Audience— The Biter bitten 
— Ingenious Ruse— Sublime Economy — Brilliant Traffic— The Daaget of Delay — 
The Marriage Gifts— An Interesting Interview. 

A FEW days after my visit to the harem of SoodraPasha^ my father 
and myself started, at nine o'clock in the morning, to Gons1»ntinople, 
to be present at the procession consequent on tne betrothal of the 
Princess Mihirm^h, the Sultan's second daughter— a lovely girl of 
nineteen — about to be bestowed on Mohammed Said Pasha, who had 
been summoned from his Pashalik, at the Dardanelles, to receive at 
the hand of his im|)erial master this most honouring of aU gifts. 

But, before describing the procession, it may not perhaps be amiss 
to record some of the less public ceremonies of the betrothal, for 
whidi I am indebted to an eye-witness. 

The day fixed upon for its celebration was the 7th of April ; and, 
at the hour which the court astrologer had decided to be the most 
auspicious for the assembling togemer of the individuals necessary 
to its completion, who had received their notes of invitation two days 
previously, from the Eislar-Aghasi (chief of the eunuchs), they met 
m the private apartment of the imperial treasurer, near the chamber 
that contains the holy Mantle of Mahomet — the same sacred locality 
that witnessed the betrothal of the elder Princess. Here the whole 
company entered at the moment which had also been previously 
pointed out by the astrologer as fortunate, and remained for some 
time in religious silence, in presence of the inestimable relic ; after 
which, each member of thedistin^ruished circle seated himself upon 
the cazpet that had been prepared for him. 

The Qrand Yizier, Mohammed Ronouf Pasha» took the upper place 
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upon the sofa, having near him tiie C%^ik-Islam, (or high ptitalt) 
Mekki 2iade Moustafa Assim Effe»di» who offi(»iU;ed on t£e an^ut 
occasion. On the light sat tiise k^o^ of tke ^hhuc^ of the impenil 
Seraglio, who acted as ike proxy bf tlihe BrtHciess^ luid tHiose 1lit« 
nesses were the Commissioner Of the iM^D^ial Twiaary, and OsmaA 
Agha, one of the priac^mi eunuclis. On tte left >iniB placed tiie 
adopted father and representative of llbhamtti^ SaSd naha, tttt 
Seraskier— having for his witnrases, HaM BifaJt Ptaha^ the Snftn^l 
son-in-law, Akhmet Fevzi Pasha, Miiital^ Counselor of the Piidac^ 
and Mohammed SaM Pertew £ffi^di» lliBister of the Inlterror anci 
Counsellor of State, with four others. Among the C%^iks ai»i the 
men of letters -vHbio were admitted to tills attgttst assemUy, to mingle 
their prayers with those of the Ch^'ik-Islam, were ISihadj Toosoni 
Effendi, chief of the Cheiks. and preacher at the great Mosque of St 
Sophia; and Elhadj Abdoullah S^endi, first chaplain of the Mo8q[iie 
of Eyoub, and preacher at the Mosque of Sultan Akhmet. 

They were no sooner seated than the officers attached to the serrioe 
of this chamber, which bears the name of Khirkai-Ch^riff, presented to 
each person permmes and rose-water, according to the Eastern custom ; 
and, when they withdrew, the do^ were dosed, and tiie oenemoB^ 
commenced with a prayer by the CheiSc-Islam. for the divine blessing 
on the nnion they were then assembled to^ ceii&brate ; after which he 
put the customary questions to this proxies of the two oontraotiBg 
parties. 

As 9oon as the act of betrothal was tetminsated^ tiie doors were t^mn 
thrown open, and the two Chfeiks pronotinced a pjrayer stdted tothe 
occasion. At the close of the prayer, the distinguished party quitted 
the Khirkai-Ch^riff, and passed into a n^hbou)ing apartment, where 
they partook of ihe re&eshmehts provided for them, and ^ete iraited 
upon oy the keeper of the privy purse, who pre^isnted to them the kick 
guts with which his Sublime Higfanesik was pleased to honour thietn« 
They then left the palace. 

As soon as they had departed, the Sultana-mother sent hy the 
Bach- Agha (eunucn and major domo) the nuptilEd ofeting of theotide 
to the bridegroom, who was awaiting it at the palace of the Seraskier, 
and superintending at the same tune Uie arrangement of his own 
marriage present, wliich was to be conveyed with great pomp to the 
Serai. The procession was to statt from the palace of the Seraslier 
(the bridegroom's adopted father) at half-past ten o'clooL and yrt 
accordingly hired a window overiookinff the line of marck whentSd ^ 
could see the train issue from the palace cotirt, ckoss the extensive 
space in front of it, and finally lose itself in a narrow street leading to 
the imperial residence. 

'Hie esplanade on which we looked down vras crowded with horse- 
men, footmen, and carriages. Groups of women were squatted imme- 
diately in the rear of the soldiers who lined the snace along which the 
procession was to move ; others occupied a raised platform erected by 
some speculative Moslem, whereon a place oould be secured for the 
modest remT!mieration of a piastre (ttvo-penoe halh)ennyy Bows of 
arabas, like beds of scarlet poppies, were tanged behind the nedes- 
tnxas; Fhiie^ farther £xmi the scene oi ttfc^anin, pa^^ 



over the whole satiare in the most picturesque oonf usion. Here a train 
of Serudjhis walked the koises that they had brought for hire ; there 
a knot ol Jews chattered and gesticulated, while their women huddled 
themselyes up in the coarse c^ton scarfs which concealed their head- 
dresses. On one ^bde the snowy turbans and dark robes of half a 
dozen UIouas lonaed a striking contrast to the green shawls bound 
about the brows ol a flroun oi Ha^is, and their amj^le pelisses of 
crimson gk narooiii Hneu ana oyerlaia with ftir. Here it was a pai-ty 
of soldi^rsir-theie a band of Balsanans, dressed iu jackets of sheep- 
skin, with the wool turned inwaros, round caps of black lambskin, aud 
leather leggings. Then moved by a score of Armenians, with their 
tall caJipaoaanS enmson ahppeis, jostled, as they passed slowly abng, 
by a set o| iFianks, crashing and squeeziii^, as though they were 
resolved to canv their point. cotUe aui coute. * 

Ob a little hi£k>ck,B€iBur the window that we occupied, a couple of 
Turks had spread their carpet, and were quietlv smoking their chibouks, 
attended by t^ir negro pfpe-bearers ; while here and there a gigantic 
umbreUa of white oottcn overshadowed a round stand covered with 
sherbet aind mohaliib^, araund which were clustered a throng of noisy 
Greeks, each with eyes as black as the shawl that he wore about Im 
scarlet/tfi?: 

NoiT wi^ the acene wdthiaa the room less diaracteristic than that 
without : the remaining windows had been hired by four grave-looking 
elderly Turks, who had brought with them half a dozen pretty little 
girls, of eight or ten years of age, who were sitting, doubled up at one 
comef of the sd^ wnh aU the earl^ taught awe and deference for the 
lordly 8^ which le the leadiBg sentiment of the harem. 

Our entraoce, however, aroused them into something like action ; 
for while ow dnigcaaan expkined who and what we were, whence v/e 
earner and whitfter we were bound — questions which are asked b]r the 
grave and beaickd Moslem as unceremoniously as by any one of our 
Transatlantic brethren, and without the slightest suspicion on his own 
part that he is guilty of any impertiuence — I made an easv acnuaint- 
ance with the pretty children, by permitting them to handle the 
flowers x^ laj bonnet, to touch mv shawl, and to run their little plump 
fingers over my wabt-ribbon. And when the grandee of the party 
who oeeapied the unper end of the sofa— whereon, moreover, his 
attendants had sraeaa a carpet of crimson shas, fringed with gold, as 
though the ignoble chintz were not worthy the honour of receiving 
him — ^had taken the ohibouk from his own mouth, and sent it \sy his 
pipe-bearer to my father — a mark of hiffh consideration rather flatter- 
ing than fastidious — and my father had, in his turn, despatched the 
dragoman to spread before the children a feast of mohaube, frosted 
over with powdered sngar, we were all the best friends in the world. 

One of the litUe girls — a cahn, self-centred, true Turkish child, 
with all the premature languishment and indolence so peculiar to the 
women of the country, with black sleepy eyes, and lips like rose-buds 
—was dad in a jacket of purple velvet, lined with erm\n<i, ^v^A VaRR.^. 
with gold; her anterv of pale pink mns^ "w^ Vvvskt^ m^ V^i^Sxx^ 
the cachemfrg A&awi that sne wore about Yiet 'wbcv^X-, ?ic\A\\^^\'2>^%^ 
trowsers of green ciuntz fell in ample plaits over t\i^\i\XNa xis^^^ vjsl^ 
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which, when she rose from, the aofsk, were scarcely oorered aiihB 
extremities by the yellow slippers that laT beside her. 

Another, perhaps a year yonnger, had ner jacket of orimson merino 
doubled with sable, and her little Smyndote fit woriced iritii seed 
pearls ; her antery was yellow, her trousers blue;, and her chemisetto 
of pale amber-coloured ^uze. Nothing can be more OMfin/ than the 
costume of a little Turkish maiden: the long hair hanging in a aoore 
of minute braids, each confined at the extremity with a amaJl knot of 
ribbon ; the ti^ht sleeves, open from the elbow, feUbig below the hip, 
and ed^ed with elaboratelv-wrought silk fringe ; the round, whiter 
dimpled feet, peeping out beneath the full trowsers ; and the hesry 
jacket, folding back from the ivory shoulders and sno^ throat. 

There is no distinction of dress between the child of two yean oid 
and the woman of twenty : th^ same jewels, the same faanion, the 
same material, compose the one and the ouier; they differ onlr in 
quantity ; the diamonds, except upon great occasiona, are laviahea on 
the children ; and in fringe, and embroidery, and ribbon, they oid;y 
yield to their elders, because there is not sufficient maoe upon their 
little persons to enable their parents to equalize the ocmsumption 
between them. 

At length, the distant sounds of militarv music came to ns from 
the palace court, and forth issued the Sultan s band, playing his Gmd 
March; this was succeeded by a regiment of the line, movinff in 
double files ; then rode forward about a score of staff offio^ indnoing 
several generals of brigade, and colonels of the imperial guard, sor- 
roundeaby servants on foot ; these were succeeded oy two open car- 
riages-and-four^ empty — ^and after these came the presents of tiie bride- 
groom to the imperial familv. First walked a hundred men of the 
Seraskier's establishment — about a score of whom bore upon their heads 
cages of wire, covered with coloured sauze, ornament^ witii flowing 
riboons, and mled with sweetmeats of the most costly description, pfled 
in porcelain dishes— the frosted sugar glittering in the light uke jewels. 
Those were succeeded bv others charged with silk stuffs of the most 
rare qualities, produced bv the Indian looms — cachemires of Tibet and 
Lahore — and other magnincent gifts, destined for the Sultan-mother. 

The offerings to the oride followed. They consisted of two toilette 
services of massive silver, containing the most delicious perfumes of 
the East ; a silver dinner service, arranged on a plateau of the same 
metal ; several silver salvers covered with precious stones, and orna- 
ments of gold and silver, and others heaped with gold coins : the 
whole covered with cages of silver net-work. Each of these bearers 
was attended by a page. 

Then followed four more, having on their heads trays of shawls, 
folded in coloured muslin : and next came a dozen men, charged with 
all the articles necessary for the bath, under transparent coverings. 
One carried the pattens of ebony, inlaid with stars ot mother-of-pearl, 
and clasped pver the foot with a band of brilliants ; another, the nead- 
kercliief of silver tissue, embroidered with wreaths of silken flowers ; 
the third, a pile of silk napkins, fringed with gold ; the fourth, a wrap- 
piue-cloln of flowered satin ; the firth, a canacious basin of humified 
gola; the sixth, a comb of ivory, enriched with diamonds; the 
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seventh, a pair of slippers^ wroiight with emeralds and seed pearl ; 
the eighth, a chemisette of pale pink gauze, edged round the 
bosom witn silver fringe ; the ninth, a cut crystal box, clasped with 
gold, containing scenteii soaps; the tenth, an ebony essense case, 
studded with rubies ; the eleventh, a hand-mirror in a gold frame, 
surrounded by a garland of jewels ; and the twelfth, a sofa covering of 
crimson velvet, flowered ana fringed with gold. 

Pour eunuchs, in brown and gold, followed the presents, and were 
succeeded by an escort of sers^eants of the line ; after which appeared 
the Seraskier Pasha^ surrounaed by a brilliant staff, and preceding a 
second regiment of infantry, with the bright barrels of their firelocks 
flftsTiiTig iix the sunshine, and attended by their band. These termi- 
nated tiie procession. But an interesting feature of the show still 
remained, when the led horses of the nalace guests, each held by a 
groom, came prancing throug^h the wide gateway, as if vain of their 
glittermff housings and embroidered reins : the groups which had been 
scattered over the square were all in motion; the crimson-covered 
arabas began to move from their station ; the sherbet-venders vaunted 
their merchandize, with voluble eagerness, to the passers-by; the 
Turks resigned their chibouks to their nipe-bearers, and rose from 
their carpets, which were instantly rolled up, and carried away by 
their domestics; the Bulgarians mflated their bag-pipes, and ob- 
structed the path of the foot-j>assengers. with their heavy and awk- 
ward dance, which must have been modelled upon that of the bear; 
and, ere I had wearied of contemplating the scene, nine-tenths of the 
crowd that had so lately thronged the wide space beneath me had 
passed away. 

The sunsnine was Ivuig warm and bright on the dome of Sultan 
Bajazet's mosque, with its jiortals of indented Gothic; and its sniral 
minarets, with their galleries of«rich tracerv-work; dominated in 
their turn by the Tower of the Seraskier, which shoots up tall and 
white from an angle of the palace court, like the giant guardian of 
the locality; and whose summit (to which we afterwards ascended) 
commands a series of the most magnificent views that the world can 
produce. 

On one side, the city of Constantinople is spread out beneath you 
like a map ; and you look down upon its thousand domes, and its five 
thousand minarets— upon its khans, audits charshees, its palaces, and 
its prisons. Move a few paces forward— only to the next window — 
ana the sea of Marmora, with its peopled coasts, its rocky islets, and 
its glittering waves, carries your thoughts homeward to the "golden 
west." Prom one point you look on Mount Olympus, with its crown 
of snow ; from another, on the sunny Bosphorus, laden with life, and 
langhing in the da^-beam. Turn to the left, and the Golden Horn, 
from whence the nches of the world are poured forth over the East, 
lies at your feet. On — on — ere your eyes ache with gazing, and your 
imnd with wond^ and repose your vision on the dark ami arid rocks 
whidi endose " The Valley of the Sweet Waters,"— the most fairy- 
like glen that ever was hemmed in by a belt of mountains. And when 
vou at length descend the three hunored and thirty steps of the dizzy 
tower of the Seraskier, inscribe upon your tablets the faint recfix^^l 



96 THE cmr Of tbs svLtAir* 

an hour, duriiig wliich, if yoa have sensibility or imaginatibii, a hn 
of the beautiful, or an appreciation of the sublime^ you most haTe 
lived through an age of feeling and of fEincy : vith the Imsy, breathing 
city at youj feet— the sweet, still Taller beside you — and the wide sea^ 
the nnfathomabk, the mysterious sea;, Donndrng jour Yisian. 

What a pigmy is man an^ such a scene as tnis ! 

I must not omit to menticHi that the Soraakier^ Tower, called hj 
the Turks, Yangoen Kiosk, or Fire Tower, is the watch-hanse of the 
fire-guard. Six individuaib aie constantly on the look-out during the 
day and nkht. who relieve each other every hour; and, during the 
sight-watet^ the guard constantly makes his ioun£| m a pjEur of spring 
pattens, which, being made of wood, and soled with iron, keep up a 
oontiniud noise, that prevents his givmg ynjf to drewsineas, and tmis 
neglecting his duty. 

There were seven equally eligible oancGdatea for the hand of the 
Princess Mihirmah— and conseqi^ntly more than seven times seven 
intrigues set on foot— when it was fmally announced that the Sultan, 
her father, had resolved on bestowing her in marriage on some foitn- 
nate noble of his empire. The Subnme Porte was all in commotion 
— ^the seven eligibles all in agitation— eve^ palace and harem on the 
qui t?t9^— bribes flew about on yellow wings, like the bright butter- 
nies that herald spring— and the Suhan himself, weary of conflicting 
counsels and opposing interests, wavering and undecided; wUle 
many persons screed in believing that the imperial choice would nhi- 
mately fall on the handsome ana wealthy Musti^a Pasha of Adria- 
nople : and the rather, as it was rumoured that the Princess had seen 
and admired him. 

But Sultan Mahmoud, after a youth of terror and a manhood of 
blood, had become too good a tactician to risk ofifending many by 
ennobling one ; and he consequently adopted an expedient which had 
assuredly never been eontempktea by those about his person. He 
caused the names of the seven candidates to be inscribea on as many 
separate shreds of parchment ; and on the following Friday, when he 
visited the Mosque, he cast them all in a mass beneath nis prayer- 
carpet, where they remained during the service ; at whose close, he 
put up a prayer to Allah and the Pn^het to aid him in the hour of 
trial, by enabling him to withdraw the name of the individual whose 
alliance would prove the most beneficial, alike to his empire and to 
Ms dfuighter. Whether the prayer was heard and answered. I know 
not ; but the sublime fingers closed over the parchment wnich was 
inscribed with the cypher of Said Pasha of the Dardanelles. 

Said Pasha is a handsome man of three or four and thirty, with an 
expression of benevolence and amiability strikingly in hi^ favour. He 
commenced his career at Court as page to the Sultan, where he lost 
the favour of his master by refusing to obey a command which would 
have rendered him for a time the companion of grooms and serving- 
men,— an instance of self-respect and setf-appreciation so rare m 
Tuixey, that it excited quite as much astonisnment as indignation. 
Dismissed from the Court in disgiuce, the young adventurer became a 
member of the sect of the Mevlavies, or Turning Denashes ; but, after 
the expiration of a year, he was retailed by the Sultan, and received 
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. o have been traced in gold. 

After tliis hastraketchof hishiatorj, it isBcaroelynecessarTforme 
to add that Said Pasha left the Baidutellei a poor man ; nor to re^ 
mind mj readers that a titled Lacklaud was no meet match for a 
Sultan's daughter. The evil cried abnd for remedy, and the cure 
came as speedily aa its necessib' had arisen. 

The Seraskier had adopted Halil Fasha as hla son, on the occaaion 
of his marriage with the Priuoeaa SaJihfe, two years ayo ; and had been 
to him a most munificent father ; in the wesent d^cultf he again 
stepped forward, and the portionless Bajd Faaha behehi himseii at 

TJpon the SeraskieT it then devolved, in his double capacitj of high 
minuter and parent, to introdnce the fortunate Imdegroom to his im- 
perial father-ui'lair ; and the recollection of all that the wi^ old 
courtier had done for the object of his firat adoption, produced Tery 
different feelings in the breasts of the two individuala more imme- 
diately interested in the fina.npin.l arnu^emcota of the marriage. 

"I present to your Sublime Highness," said the minister, the son- 
in-law whom Allah has destined to the high honour of becoming tbe 
husband of your imperial daughter— SaiQ Pasha, my adopted son — 
aud I do so with tbe greater delight that I Vnow bim to be as brave 
in the field as be is wise in the cabinet— aa mild in temper as he is 
GOUtagCOOS in spirit— learned, gentle, submissive, and enthusiastic in his 
attachment to your Sublime Highness— (May your end bo glorious !) 
He has every virtue under heaven, and but one defect." 

" And what maj that be ? " inquired the Sultan, arching his dark 
eyebrows in astonishment. " It must be weighty, indeed, if it can 
counteract the effect of so hrisht a list of qoalities. 

"Alas! your Sublime Hi^iness," repued the Seraskier, " Sud 
Pasha is poor!" 

The pomt was pathetic enough ; and the politic minister, who would 
gladly have secoted the honour of being tie adopted lather of the 
SultMi's second son-in-law without paying quite so nigh a price for it 
as he had done on the marriage of his first, flattered himself tliat a 
recollection of tbe enormous outlay which be had made on that occa- 
sion would exonerate him &om a similar expense on the present. 
Bat the Sultan had donbtiesaly learnt that the diamond can be cut 
only with its own dost ; and he acted npon that principle, as he 
blandly answered, if not in the words, at least in ttie feeling, of our 
immoital bard — 

■ni trns, tU p[tr, uid pltr 'Ot 'Us tnW) 

'Bni, while he has the wealth; and munificent Seraskier of the Sub- 
lime Iknidre for his adopted father, he must remain unconscious of 
iha fact.^ . 

The minister did all that could have remained for him to do — he tried 
to kx^ flattered and giatiSed— he even retmiied thanks for the gracious 
winds which taught aim to understand all that was exQe?^^'^'t^!&.-. 
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and he left the presence tP with^r^^^, {rom his strong tysx, ^hn 
the amount of tif o millions of pi^srtr^i YfHc^ w^ boo^t 119 g 
^rank merchants at Gabita,. 

But the best ijaft of the jest was y^t to com^. Qn t^ W>>MI 
one of the imperial family^ every \^$sh^ of the eqpipire }b ^speqf^ 
present an onering, propq^o^e^ to ms meaqs ; ancL ^ t}|ei0 m 
tally consist of jewels, *the cli^riiQerlai^ acq\iaints eac^ qiai'viin|( 
learning the amount of |(is pTuposecl present, witl^ the 'mq^i^'am 
able shape in which he can make it ; ana by these paeans pr^v^pgfai \ 
chance of a too fireq^uent r^etiidon of tne s^e gift. 

When the Princess Sauhe became t^e wife of Hi)Iil Piuii|i% t 
amount of her diamonds thus obtf^ed was yery co^sider|^b|e ; fJH 
she is a person of too ii^orpse a^^ selSsli a diaracter tq taif e |^In«f 
in showmg herself to the people, as tlie sisters of the Si(ltaa an m^ 
habit of doing^ ancL moreover, too li^ughty to see)^ to ^^>f^^ f^ ^ 
the harem, his SuDlimp Highness— ^ho iS an a4n^p:able tjictjewfr* 
bethou^htlimself of amost>T^ pl«n for nvOflngalfta^aftM 
in a quiet way out of these anti-enga^ii)g qu£^ities. 

He accordingly paid a visit .to his S^ughter ; and after ^he 
enjoyed the high honour of kiss^^ his foot, 2uid he lu^ graoi 

signified to her his imperial pernqii^ipn ti^t she shqolq s^ hi 

upon the cushions'pileq on tne ^oqx VfiS^ llum j he p(maeBoen4i9^ 
explained to her the utidr uselcssq^ of jewels whiph sn^ fljOTr 
wore, and su^pgested the expediency Qf her q^sppsing of i^en^ vii 
adding the interest of the sum that they would prgd^^ ^ W 
present income. 

The Princess listened in respectful silei^oe, and th^ venlnifed to 
doubt whether a purchaser could be foqnd fpr the diai^onqs ii a 
Sultan's daughter. This diffic\iltv wsas, hqwever, instantly overoome 
by an offer, on the p^tt of his Siiblime Highness, to become, himaelfy 
that purchaser, ^d the consent of the Princess haying qeei^ q]>- 
taineq, and the price to be paid decided on^ the principal remaned m 
the imperial treasury, whence the interest was to be drawil ; and the 
jewels, thus, in point of fact, obtained for a per ccntagc on their 
value, were carried off u\ triumph by the covirt jewellers, to be reset 
for the younger Princess ! 

Nor was this all — for, when the Pashas declared the aipount of 
their offerings, the money was paid on the ijistaiit, and these very 
diamonds given in exchange, fasqioned ipto such forms as best suited 
the taste and convenience of their new owner. 

Thus "^fere things situated when ^hc b?iffled Seraskipr witbdrew 
from the imperial presence, to dr^tg his beloved ducats frpm their 
snug resting-place m his strong box, and to scatter them among the 
money-changmg Franks. Manv of the Pashas had not yet come 
forward with their gifts, and he nad still breathing time for a shrewd 
stroke. It is the fashion at the Sublime court for eacb noble to 
' aninounoe the amount of the present which he purposes to make; and 
the declaration generally exceeds the actual value of the offering by 
fifty or a thousand piastres. The Seraskier accordingly collected these 
dfiolaratioiis, and having so done, he addressed a court] v circular to 
the ^vdy (in this case too ti^rdy !) Pa^^s, informing taem that his 



AV IHTEKESTISO IHSBETUff. 99 

Sublime Highness Mahmond " the Powerfu]," the Light of the World, 
and Brother of the Sun, had so overwhelm^ his intended son-in-law, 
Mohanuned Said Pasha, with the hrightness of his muniflcence, that 
he had rained diamonds upoo him, and overstrown his path with 
precious stones ; tuid, such beiiiv the p^se, he, the Seraskier, acting 
as his adopted father and counsellor, had suggested to him the ex^e- 
dieni? of proposing to those Pasiias who h^d not jet honoured him 
with their gifcs, to make thetu in the current com of the empire, 
rather than in diamonds, which could not^ undei' the circumstances, 
avail him anything. 

The suggestion was ^ comoiand : the wilr Saraskier held the list of 
names ana offerings i and each Paalia was under the neoessit/ of 
comiii? forward, aua panng to the treasurer of the Seraskier the 
actual sum in money which he had apef^ed! 

The procession— from tfhicb I hayo digce«sed-— passed through the 
street called Difan-Yoli, tenninatiu^ at Uie A^osque of St Sophia, 
near the imperial palac^, When it arrived at OrtakBpou, or the 
Middle Boor, the whole of the officers alighted, and fonn^ an avenue 
to the entraace of the harenL whence the marriage gifts were con- 
veyed into the Serai, where tqc Seraskier, actiug for the bridegtoom, 
craved and obt^ed an interview with the Kislar-Agha, who was 

Sroxy for the Trincess. This hideous fiegro has the thickest lips, the 
attest nose, the smallest eyes, and the most unwieldy perspn of ^1 
the eunuchs of the empire. Iinagination cannot paint his u^eas ! 
And before this revoltius earicature of humanity the haughty minister, 
in whose hands arc life aid death, bent his stubborn kiiee in snppU- 
catiuu. Scarcely hnd lit crossed the threshold of the magnificent 
apartment in which the Kislar-Asha awaited him ere lie pros^nted 
huqself tq the earth, as he besought the nKmstrooa represeoUtive of 
Tonth and beauty t« have mercy upon the slave who kissed the dnst 
Wore the Light of the Creation, the Gloir of the l£ocm,* the Enipress 
of his tQonghts ; upon which the unwieldy negro averted hia ^ice. 



;, the presents . . ^_^ 

__^ ._. . , the Kjslar-Agha himselfi and the mi 

cosUy offerings by the principal eunuchs of the palace, in the nan 
of their imperial mistresses, to whoiu the; were immediately o 

Viyi thiia terminated the first act of the Gublime corned; ! 

* UililrDiikh — the ^bijofthfl moon. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Fine Scenery— The Coast of Asiar-Torkisb Cemeteries— Tbe Imperial Sen]t— Tte 
Golden Horn— Mount Olympus— The Arabajhe— The Armb*— The Persian Kiosk 
—The Barrack of Scutari— The Mosque of Selim III.— The Slipper of the Sottana 
Valid^— The Imperial Guard— The Macaroni Manufactory— Sublime Targets— A 
Ma^r of the Imperial Guard— Triumph of Utilitarianism— The Rise of the l^nes 
— ^The Holy Tomb— Encampments of the Plague-smitten— The Setting Son— 
Return to Europe— The Square of Topp-hanni. 

I HAVE seldom seen a lovelier day than that on which we first 
passed over to Scntari : the sunshine was bright upon the Bosphoros, 
the tops of the tall cypresses were golden in the light, aiK[ their 
feathery branches heaved slightly beneath the breeze ; the sky was 
blue about the spiral minarets ; and the painted houses gleam^ out 
like ngantic flowers as the daybeam touched them; the ripple 
sparklea like diamond-dust, and our arrowy caique seemed to br^&e 
as it undulated upon the simace. 

It was a glorious scene ! And we were soon upon the bosom of 
the blue waters, darting along, with the wild birds above our heads, 
x)ut into the Sea of Marmora. Europe was beside and behiud us — 
Europe, with its palaces, its politics, and its power • and the shadowy 
shore of Asul with its cypress-crowned heights ana its duslnr moun- 
tains, seemed to woo our approach. How I regretted that the 
passage was so brief^a few strokes of the oar, a few pulsations of 
the heart, after we had shot past the " Maiden's Tower," and we were 
landed b^ide the ruined Mosque, in the valley beyond the Persian 
kiosk of the Sultan, which crowns the crest of the highest bill 

The land curved gracefully downward at this point, to form a fair 
green glen, where a group of plane-trees and acacias threw their long 
branches over the remains of the crumblins: temple. Here and there 
a solitsoy cj^ress shot up its dark head like a death-lance into the 
clear horizon, contrasting its funereal and gloomy pomp with the 
laughing clusters of the pink-blossoming almond-trees which were 
scattering their petals over the grave-stones that rose on the side of 
the grassy bank, amid the wild flowers, as if to link the present with 
the past. 

It is a beautiful custom, that of burying the dead upon the very 
path of the living! It destroys so much of the gloom wiiich imagina- 
tion is prone to drape about the grave — it creates so much more of 
a common interest. The Turk smokes his chibouk with his back 
resting against a turban-crested grave-stone j the Greek spreads his 
meal upon a tomb ; the Armenian shelters himself from the sunshine 
beneath the boughs that overshadow the buriad-places of his people ; 
the women sit in groups, and talk of their homes and of their httle 
ones among the ashes of their ancestors ; and the children gather the 
wild flowers that grow amid the graves, as gaily as though death had 
never entered there. _ 
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Tlie caiquE soon darted info tlie little !]ar, and we trod the shore of 
Asia. ImmediatGlvinfront of us, on the European coast, Btietchcd 
the long costeUatea wall of the ancient cily of Constantine, with its 
Sev-cn Towers, and its palnce-mrdled Point. Nothing could be more 
beautiful ! The numerous buildings of the imperial SerM were orer- 
topjied by shadowy plane-trees, iSy beeches, lofty cypresses, feathery 
acacias, ajid other magnificent forest trees, from annd whose fohage 
tte gleaming domes and pilded spires of the plkce peeped out liie 
^impses of faiir-land. OnthecitrEmepointof the shore staudsthat 
portion of the Seraglio which was formerly appropriated to the ladies 
of tlie imperial harem, but which is now untenanted, save by half-a- 
dozen old and witliercd women^ — the surviving wif ea of the unfortiuiate 
Sultan Selim. The sun bad touched it, and was reflected back in 
brightness from its eilded doors and eilttering lattices. It looked 
like a cluster of kiosks giacefnlly flong together in an hour of sport. 

Beyond that point la^ the Golden Horn : and along the smmnit of 
the hill, which shots it m on the opposite shore, stretched the cypress- 
groTe Olid houses of Pera~ But ere long we turned away from these 
accustomed ohjects, to glance upwuds to the crest of Mount Olympus, 
— far, fer away in the distance, forming a mighty back-ground to the 
Sea of Marmora. We saw it at a happy moment, for the sunbeams 
had turned its snows to jewels, which were flashing with a bright- 
ness that almost forbade our gaze ; when suddenly a light cloud passed 
over its stately brow, an^ deadening for an instant the glitt^ that 
it had borrowed from the day-be^ sobered down its tints into 
more subdoed beauty, and made it hwk as though it were girdled by 
a rainbow. 

As we reluctantly quitted this fair scene and walked towards the 
valley, we saw the araba that we had appointed to await us there, 
standing beneath the shadow of the tall trees : and as the arabuhe 
observed our approach, he rose from his seat beneath a stately elm, 
Wd aside his chibouk, and prepared to assist us into the carriage. 
But I lingered jct another momeit to contemplate his costume — his 
Tolnmiuous turban, which it m\ist have required ells of muslin to 
produce, — and has gailT-tasaelled and embroidered jacket, falling back 
to disclose the shawl taat bound bis waist. 1 acarcelv knew which to 
admire the most,— his black and bushy beard and the thick musta- 
chioes that adorned his upper hp, or the ehiborately-wronght Alba- 
nian leggings and yellow shppers wbich completed his costiune. 

No one but a native of the lumriousEast could ever have invented 
an araba, with its comfortable cushions, and its gaily painted roof, 
and gildra pillars. The prettiest are those of brown and gold, with 
rose-coloured draperies, ttmiugh which the breeze flutters to your 
cheek as blandly as though it loved the tint that reminded it of the 
roses of the past season amid which it had wandered. 

As we clomb the hill, we passed beside the imperial kiosk, a deli- 
cate litUe edifice with walls of pale ^reen and snow-white jalousies ; 
and t^n, descending a slight acclivity, we found ourselves opposite 
the magnificent barrack, which forms so fine a feature from the sea. 
There is probably no country in the world where the barracks are so 
elegantly built as in Turkey, — they hare all the appesnu!3e<:>t.\«la»%\ 
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and that of Scutari, bein^ appropriated to the iinperild guttrd, is the 
handsomest in the neighbourhood of the ctoital: it is a gnamrani^le, 
flanked with square towers, built M thi^ sections, gt^uldly dinmusli- 
ing in size, and crowned by a sli^t fapifie. Iminisdiati&ly optKmte tb 
the principal gate of the barrack stiiiias the itiagnificent mdiimie Of 
Seliin UL ; but ScutiEurij afuohg the ntUfietous temtleij whoi^ slender 
miiiarets are relieved bv thd dairk biEU^k-grouiid of her fionet^ 
cypresses, possesses one of Irhich I must not fbrgtt to tnake m^ntioal. 
Small in size, and lidt J^alticulariy d^^t in its lippearaiice, uie 
mosque of the Stdtana Vklid^ must not be. phs^ ovbr it sflenoeL 
bidlt as it was &om ih& ^rbeeedii bf one of ner diamond-^rinklea 
slippers ! 

1 have mentionted that this baftack is occupied bj'the imperial 
guard : and I tievet shlJl forget theijr a^peatande, as J^t^ls of mem 
passed us on the road; DiitY; sMchitit^ &tid ai^kwar^-^matiy amoiq^ 
thmn without eithet shirts or stdckiS^ ; they cel^tsunly looked as 
unlike household troop tA tiah Well be iM^gm^ &nd hiight hArb 
traversed three^piafters bf Etijtoi}^ Without being mistakeli fbt soldiers 
at alL either by their gjllt or tneir jsiirb. When oh duty, and not 
ezammed too closely, tiiey mdke & fdir W^, ^ ^ bbdy, but on ordi- 
nary bCiBasions they isie as unmilitdrjr in tneif abpearant^ and bearing 
lis the rest bf the Turkic ^Myj &nd th6 ihdjdritf bf them aib stLt£ 
m^e bt^ tiiat th«f induce a ^11^ bf bit J^ i^tfer thkh fear. ^ On 
one occibnon^ When 1 paid a visit to the Sulttm's iiister, while W^tin^ 
to be admitted, I abm^ed myself bi|^ looking atti^tivbly &t the pldace^ 
guard, who had all collected outside the g;uard-hbus6 to see the 
fVanks ; including the two sentinels on duty, they amounted tb ten 
individuals, and certainly eight of the numb^ Were liot more thx^ four- 
teen years of age, iior do I oelieViB that mf bf them hiad washed theit 
faces or brushea their garments for a we6k JireVibusljr. 

But the surprise created by the appearaiibe bf the imperial guard 
was not to be the only cause fbl* ^tonishment bicited by this gallant 
corps, for We Were yet indulging it heartjr laii^ at their fexpense, whbii 
we Wfere startled by the recotamelidatibn of the arabajnc that Wb 
should visit the macaroni manufactory bf Abhmet Pasha. At fijfst w& 
thought that our drayman had played ik^ false, for We could find no 
possible connection in our owr mindd between the generalissimo of 
the armies of the Sublime Porte and a thacaroni matiufactory. Thd 
invitation had, howeveh bebn borrectly iilterp^ted, and Wfe iinmb^ 
diately diverged from the road to see this nighly-conhected esta- 
blishment; 

On rising alittlfe hill Weetiteted the Wid^t stieet th^tlhad jret steen 
in the East, partly overshadowed bv the stately trebs Whibh ehcihded 
an ancient inb^ue^ loid terminatea by the principal ehttanbe to the 
garrison. 

I may as weU tftfentiou here that thb taidh pottal of evety Turkish 
barrack is decorated with a titrgbt, tichljr framed, and perfbrdtedwith 
one ot more biedls shot by the Subliiile hand of the Stut^ who is ail 
excellent marksman, and thus sebks to excite, by his example, afeeliog 
of emulation among his sbldieiy. 

The araba drewup befbrejRneat-lbbkingWhito building with a gieou 
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balccnf , Utd, erg tf^ ebald alight, the door vas apaied loiu; vhen 
cni^ bf the ^eiltlemeii of the paijy instaiitlf recognized an acquaint- 
aaCe, to *hDin he hastened lo presoit ils ; and I, in toin, made my 
bow to a toajor of tab impeTial eoard, with a diamond decoration on 
his breaM, hu sl^ea tacked nptotheshonlden, and hb anns buried 
to ihe elbows in floor. 

The Tdtka bSt iitilitarians indeed! 
'- Thesc£he\i^asingnlAr one: the large haB in which we frtood was 
entirely OTer-<!i^(^(ued with iopts of macaroni, and nuroundcd by 
pfessea and fallen ; a major w» ae<ndiii{; on the merits of the fiour 
' lUnt w^ EiipGnht^uiing t^ working oi the machioe — a 
aste to di 

Hear tbi^ feGrenadiers and Coldrtream! ye exqnisiles of Boad 
Street and the Ri^ ! There was no enntti bene — ali was grinding, 
and siff.in g- ^ and rolling, and dryinx, and selling'— yes, AcUing — the 
itnpcrial guard of hia Sablime E^hnesa have no occasion to kill 
liiiit tlity rillhor seek customers. The whitest and finest of llie 

Sastc 5up;<lics the kitchen of the Sultan; the darkest and coarsest 
nds its way to that of the soldiers ; but " more remains behind," and 
if you are inclined to feast on impetial macaroni, you have but to 
draw ont your purse and pay for it in piaatres! 

What a well-miagined antidote to the weariness of a garrison life — 
-what a triumph for utilitarianism ! 

I shall say nothing of the forest-like cemetery ; I have spoken of it 
elsewlibrc. The dark cypresses were flinging their lot^ shadows 
across the road ; and the nilL which we slowly ascended. on quitting 
the manufactory, was called The Rise of the Tiflea." The name is 
:ipDropriate, for the liouses tJiat fringe it on the left hand overlook a 
widp. eitent of orchard aiid vineyard, inferapersed with kiosks and 
AoupS of floiiire^hg acacias. 'The view was oonnded by the sea and 
the tall moostaina above Bronssa ; nnd flowers were blossoming by 
the wayside, and wild-birds were singing among the boughs. No 
Atiiidet that the iiatiire-lovii« Turks are attached io Scutari, 

A small building to the leu of the road atlracted my attention, dud 
I alighted to eiamine it. It proved to be the tomb of a saint ; and I 
distinguished, through the closely-latticed casement a wooden sarco- 
phagus surmonntedby agreeii turban, a.nl surrounaed by the praver- 
carpets of the priests. The wire-woik o( the window was knotted all 
over with rags, shreda of cotton, woollen, and silk^ morsels of ribbon 
and tape, and fragtDents.of every descnptibn. They had been fast- 
ened there by stck ami suffering persons, frho bad firmly believed that 
their trouble, whether mental or physidcaL would remain attached 
to the tag, and that they should themselves return each lo his home 

We avoided the town, for the plagiie vras there — that omnipresent 
but invisible enemy which stretches its clammy band over the East, 
and sweeps down its prey, onehedied by the gnjans of the bereavca 
or the pangs of the smitten ;^lhe deadly plague, which snares neither 
sex, nor age, nor condition, bat inakes one nniversol barvesl of 
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Notliiiig ever thrilled me more than when I once caaoe saiddeolii 
during my wanderings, upon an encampment of the plagae-smittcB. 
The huts are generally erected on a hill-side, and the tents pitched 
amon^ them : and vou see the families of the infected basking in the 
sunshme within tneir prescribed limits, and gasdng eagerly at the 
chance passenger, whom his ignorance of their viciiiity may condnci 
past their temporary dwelling ; the children rolling half-naked iq^ 
the grass : and the sallow ana careworn parents hanging out the gar- 
ments of the patients on the trees of the neighbourhood. Such was 
precisely the case with that into which I had unconsdouahr intruded; 
and whence I was verr hastily dislodged by the shouts oi the gnud, 
stationed to enforce tne quarantine oi the mountain ccdony ; aiod the 
alarmed exclamations of my companions. 

It is difficult to look upon sucIl a scene, and upon such a sky, and 
to bdieve in the existence of this frightful scourge ! It is the canker 
at the core of the forest-tree— the serpent in the garden of Eden. 

The sun was settin^ere we prepared to traverse the Golden Hoon, 
in order to reach the European side before the firing of the erening 
gun; the shadows were lying long upon the water ; a yellow gleam 
was settling on the domes and houses of StambouL and a thick Ysgma 
lowered over the sky. The twilight of the East is neetinpr as a thought 
— and the outline of the city ere long loomed out fiom amid the 
gathering darkness, like a spectre of the past. One line of light still 

glimmered across tte waves, like " 

of Europe and of Asia ; but. even 

ing down to a faint yellow, 1 _^ _. ^ 

in another instant it was gone; while as it disapneared, the 
hoarse cannon pealed over the ripple, and told that another day was 
spent. 

Our rowers had calculated to a nicety, for, as the sound died awaj, 
the caique touched the crazy wooden pier of Topp-hann^ and we 
were once more in Europe ! 

There is not a locality throughout the whole of the capital more 
strictly or more richly oriental in its aspect than the small square of 
Topp-nann^. In the midst stands the celebrated Ejlidge An Pasha 
Diiamini, or Fountain of the Mosque of Ali Pasha, a French reneg^ade^ 
who bmlt the temple which bears his name. Constantinople boasts 
no other fountain of equal beauty. Its rich and elegant arabesques 
are bevond all praise ; and, when the sun is shining on them, almost 
look like jewels. It has. however, suffered materially from the re- 
forming mania of the Sultan, who, in his rage for improvement, has 
replaced its wavy and deeply-projecting ro9f with a little terrace rail- 
ing, out of all keepings alike with its architecture and its ornaments^ 
ana who was with dimculty persuaded not to destroy it altogether. 

On one side of the fountam is the mosque to which it belongs, and 
on the other the kiosk of Halil Pasha^ with its magnificent portal 
and glittering casements. But to be seen to perfection, the sauaie of 
Topp-hann^ must be visited during the autumn, when the rich fruits 
of Ajsia are scattered over its whole extent ; piles of perfumed melons^ 
pyramids of yellow grapes, heaps of scarlet nomegranates— the goldea 
orange, the amber-coloured lemon, the rudoy apple, the tufted qninoe^ 
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all are poured forth before yotu Nor are the vendors less various or 
less glowing than their merchandise, as they sit doubled-tm apon 
their mats, clad in all the colonrs of tne rainbow, with their chibouks 
between tneir lips: rather waiting than loo^ung for customers — a 
bright sky above uiem, and the blended languages of many lands 
swelling unon the wind. 

Had I landed at Topp-hann^ on my arrival in Turkey, I should 
have femcied mvself a spectator of one of the scenes described by 
the tale-telling Schererazade. 



CHAPTER XVL 

Tarlddi Supcntitions— Ancories— Tlie Conit A<trolog«r— The Evil Eye— Dangler 
of Blae Eyes— lmi»erial FSrman— Hie Babalok— The Ceremony—Sable Pytho- 
nesses— Witchcraft. 

The Turks are strangely superstitious ; they clin^ resolutely to the 
absurd and wild fancies 'vniich have been banishea &om Europe for 
centuries ; and that, too, with a blindness of faith and a tenacity 
of purpose, quite in keeping with their £rm and somewhat dogged 
natures. 

Many of their superstitions they inherit from the Ex)mans : they 
extract auspiries of good and evil from the entrails of fresh-slaughtered 
animals— -tney draw inferences from the flight of birds — ^they have 
auspicious and inauspicious hoxirs, which are gravely determined by 
the astrologers; and no Osmanli ever undertakes a journey, builds a 
house, marries a wife, or commences any business of importance, 
without satisfying himself^ on this important point. Should evil or 
disappointment overtake him, despite the precaution he has used, he 
never blames either his own mismanagement or another's treachery , 
neither does he sink beneath the trial ; he tells you that it is his 
ieismet — his fate— and he calmly submits to what he considers to have 
been inevitable; and should nusfortunes accumulate about him, 
instead of attributing them to worldly causes, he ascribes them to his 
feleeh — his constellation— without searching further. 

When he is troubled with unpleasant dreams, haunted by melan- 
choly fancies, or suffering from bodily disease, he tears away a frag- 
ment of his dress and fastens the rag to the iron-work of a window 
belonging to the tomb of a saint, in order to deposit the evil along 
with it. When he is sick, he procures from the priest an earthen 
bowl, inscribed throughout its interior with passages from the Koran, 
and, filling it with water, sets it aside until the whole of the writing 
becomes effaced, when ne swallows the hguid, and thus administers 
to himself a dose of Holy Writ ! The Court astrologer publishes 
everv year a species of supernatural almanack, in which he specifies 
the lucky and unlucky days of the different moons ; foretells wars, 
deaUis, and marriages ; and imparts a vast quantity of multifarious 
iiifoimation, which must be both valuable and curious, if \t\&tj:^V)^ 
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estiinated by the ptice pdd £or itj m the saltot of a Seer 10 h moBfi 
liberal one; . . . 

Another smffolar jsupeNation eoUimoii throughout Tniiieir is tiid 
bdief that shomd a doc di&nde tb pa^ between two BefcBons whd^M 
conyersing, one or the other will fall sicki .vnlera the amidai be 
propitiated with food $ and tiie first ,car0 of a.Mnsstdmvm to wbfocn 
this ill-lnck has. occufteAi is to look about hiM for the mtsBam d 
averting its effect. _ ... 

But the predominant weakness of the East is the dread of the Evil 
Eye. Should you praise the beauty of a Turkish cMd to its mother^ 
without prefacing your admiratiSft With " Mashallah .'" or, " Li ths 
name of God," which is considered sufficient to counteract the power 
of all malignant spirits ; aB4 shqold the child become ill or meci with 
an accident, it is at once decided tii&t jrtni have smitten it with the 
Evil Eye. The Greeks, when by acoid^t they aUude to their own 
good health of good n^rtune, iinmSdiatisIy spit upon msax oieaeiit id 
ayert the malign influence ; ana to such a pitch do ih^ dffiy tbrir 
faith in the emcacy of this inelegant exorcism, that on a recent ooca- 
sion, when an acquaintance of mf own was introduced to a btoatifol 
Greek girL and betrayed into a^ eulokium on her Idvelineto^ he was 
earnestly entreat^ by her moth^ to perform the ^ame ceremony in 
the very face, which he had just be^n eulogizing, iii otdor to annul the 
evil effects of his admiration ; and so pressing were her instances thai 
he was compelled to affect .obedienc»& to .her wishes, eare she could be 
re-assured of the Safety of her daurilter ! 

The Turk decbfuted th& roof of Ids house^ the prcfw of his daaqiieij 
the cap of his child) the neck of his horse, and the cage of his butL 
with charms against the Evil Eye ; one bf the most poWerfol 01 
these antidotes beiuff garlic : and. it must be obhceded thaij here al 
least, the workers of woe have shd^^ theif tastd. Evfeiy hovdl has 
its head of ^^arlic suspended by a string ; and bouquets of flowefi^ 
formed of spices, amidf which this noxioua root \A nestled^ are sent as 
presents to the mother of a iiew-born infant^ as a safeguard both to 
herself and her little one;. 

A blue eye is supereminently suspiciotiSj for they have an idea thai 
such is the legitimate Colour of the evil orb ;. and you seldom see a 
horse, or a draught qt, or even a donkey, which has not about its neck 
a string of blue beads, to preserve it irtnn the dark deeds of witbh- 
craffc. I was considerably amused on one occasion^ wheuj bein^ about 
to meet the carnage of a f riencL the horse that, drew it^ either from 
idleness or caprice^ suddenly stood still,, and the atabajhe exclaimed 
with vehemence to his mistress, " Tou sedj inadam^ you see tiiat the 
horse is struck— the new Hanoum has blue eyes ! " thming his owil 
on me, as he spoke, with a most .unloving expression. I am perfectly 
convinced that, had the aninial met with any misfbrtuhe, or beeii 
guilty of any misdcmeaiiour durinff the remainder of th& day, the 
whole blame would have inevitably been visited on. my unlucky eyes^ 
which had counteracted the effect of a row of glass beads, and a 
crescent of bone ! . .^ >..... 

To protect the reigning Sultan ftom. the power of the Svil £^ 
during his state progresses through the streets of the capital, a 
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pecoL'ar bead-diess vas inveiitei tot the imperial bod;-pagcs, 's'ba&B 
omBmented plumes weK of such lal^ duoensiotia as, coUectivelv, 
to toim a scieen about hb sfcteo pMaoo. Sren Saltan Maknioiia. 
mo is superior to inaujtif the bopiuar prejaoices, has just caused 
a fiimaii to le pulilished, prphibfting Ihe women from looking e£u'- 
nestly at liim as he passes thetn, on pain of— what Ihiiik yoa rMderr 
— of subjecting their husbands or brothers to tlie bastinado! llie 
Turkish laws are too pJlant to condemn females to suffer tliis 
punishment in their own persons, and Mahiaoud is consequently to be 
protected from the possibly fatal effects of the bdies' eyes by their 
fears for their inale relatiaiis.^ 

Another singular eustom ia that of pourice water where any one 
lias fallen, to prevent a fecurrenee of the accident on the same spot, 
which is religiously observed by the lower orders; as well as fling, 
ing at«nes at the body of a decapitated criminal, in older to secure 
the dreains of the spectator from an intrusion of the gbaatly object. 

No Turk of the lower rants of society ever pisSea a shred of 
paper which may chance to lie upon his path; he always gathers it* 
up with the greatest care, as the populai belief leads hinii to place 
implicit faith in aii uicient snper^uon that all paper thus obtained 
wiu be iaiUected after death and scattered over the burning soil 
through which he is to pass to Paradise ; and that, consequently, the 
more ne is enabled to secure, the less suffering he wjU haye to 
endnre hereafter. 

A most eitraordjnary fact oatne to my knowledge a short time 
before I left the I!ast relative to the female Arabs of the harem.. 
They haye a species of socifetj^, or institution— I scarcely know how 
to term it, — in which thef are initiated from Uieir girlhood, that they 
call " Babalnk," who^ pfiniuple of mystery is kept aa secret as 
that of freemastMify ; Whue the occasional display of its influence is 
wild and startling enon^ to remind the spectator of the Fnestesses 
of pelphL 

far &om alfectii^ any concealment of their barticipation in the 

C tended powers (U the society, you cannot, when a guest in tlie 
em, please an initiated Arab more surdy than by inquiring if she 
be a BaWnk j And the Turkish ladies frequently amuse themselves 
nod Uieir visitors hv eihibiting their black slaves while under the 
. influence of their self-eicited phrenzy. When a sable Pythoness is 
informed of the wish of her mistress, she collects such of her compa- 
nions as are Babalnks — ^for there are sometimes several in the same 
harem — and a brazier of burning charcoal is placed in the centre of 
the saloon in which the ceremony is to take place. Hound this bra. 
lier the Araha sqnat down, and commence a low, wild chant, which 
they take up at intervals from the lips of each other, and then break 
into a chorus, that ultimately dies away in a wail, succeeded by a 
long silence, auriiw whose continuance they rock tiieir bodies back- 
wards and forwards, and never raise their eyes from the earth. I'l'Om 
the moment in which the chant commences an attendant is constantly 
employed in feeding the fire with aloes, incense, musk, and every 
species of intoxicating perfume. 
After a time they hII on the floor in a state of viixt Si^s^'b'^'i , 
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and great exertion is frequently necessary to arouse them from their 
trance ; bat, when once they are awakened, they become foiioua — 
they rend themselves, and each other ; they tear their hah: and their 
clothing ; they howl like wild beasts ; and tney cry earnestly for food, 
while tney reject all that is offered, except branny and raw meat, botii 
of which they destroy in great quantities. Haying satisfied their 
hunger, they renew the warfiure that theyhad discontmued to indulge 
it, and finally roll on the floor with bloodshot eyeballs, and foaming at 
the mouth. 

A second trance ultimately seizes them, from which they are left to 
rec9Yer alone ; fresh perfumes being flung into the brazier to enedite 
their restoration, which generally takes place in ten or fifteen 
minutes ; and then it is that the spell of prophecy is on them. They 
rise slowly and majestically from the floor ; they wave' their hands 
solemnly over the aromatic flame, — ^they hare become suddenly sub- 
dued and gentle ; and, after having made the circuit of the brazier 
several times in silence, they gaze coldly round the circle, until, fixing 
«upon some particular individual, they commence shadowing forth her 
fate, — ^past, present, and to come; and I have heard it seriously 
asserted that they have thus divulged the most secret events of by- 
gone years, as well as prophesying those which subsequently took 
place. 

It is scarcely wonderf ol — even disgusting as a great portion of the 
ceremonial undoubtedly is— that many of the Turkish ladies occasion- 
ally relieve the tedium of the harem by the exhibition of the Babaluk ; 
that vague yearning to pry into futurily so inherent in our nature, 
coupled with the uncertamty on whom the spell of the sibyl mav be 
cast, causes an excitement which forms an agreeable contrast nom 
their customary ennui. No second fate is ever foretold a^b tiie same 
orgies. When the first Babaluk begins to speak, the others sink 
down into a sitting posture, occasionally enforcing her assertions by 
repeating the last words of any remarkable sentence in a long, low 
wail : and, when she ceases and takes her place among them, they 
are for the third time overtaken by a trance: the brazier is then 
removed, the spectators leave the room, the door is carefuUv closed, 
and the Babaluks are left to awaken at their leisure. Wnen they 
finally come forth they resume their customary avocations, without 
making the slightest allusion to the extraordinary scene in which 
they have been actors • nor do they like the subject to be mentioned 
to thcni until several days have elapsed. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

Imporial Invitation— Disagreeable Adventare— Executed Criminal— Efficacy of 
Wayside Executions — Tardy Conversions— Mistaken Humanity— Summary Mode 
of Execution— Tlie Palace of Asmd Sultane— Entrance of the Harem— Costume 
of the Slaves— Nazip Hanoum— Ceremonious Reception— The Adopted Daughter 
— Costume of the Ladies of the SeraX— Beauty of the Slaves — Extraordinary 
Arrangement— Ile;}ected Addresses — ^The Imperial Lover— Sacredness of Adop- 
tion in Turkey— Romantic Correspondence— Ladies of the Household— The 
Mother of the Slaves — Peroussd Hanoum— Crowded Audience — ^The Imperial 
Odalique— Music of the Harem— The New Pet— The Kislar-Agha— The "Light 
of the Harem*'— The Poetical Sultan— Indisposition of the Sultana— The Palace 
Gardens— The Imperial Apartments— The Dancing GirL— Reluctant Departure. 

Having received an invitation to wait upon Asme Sultane, the 
elder sister of the Sultan, at her summer ^^ace, I started from Pera 
early one morning, accompanied by a mend, to obey the imperial 
summons. 

The weather was beautiful; the great cemetery was crowded with 
loungers, and the road leading to " The Sweet Waters " thronged 
with norsemen. The spring flowers were bursting, and the young 
leaves trembling in the fresh breeze; and, as we passed on, amia 
sonshine and salutations, I forgot the purpose of my errand in the 
enjoyment of the glad scene around me. 

But, unhappily for the continuance of these joyous feelings, the 
authorities had just secured a band of Sdavonian housebreaJcers. and, 
having bestowed upon them a very summary species of civil arum- 
h^ court-martial^ had hung a dozen of them the previous day in the 
outskirts of the city. Of this uncomfortable fact we were entirely 
i^inorant; and the shock may consequently be conceived when, on 
oescending a steep pitch into the narrow street of Ortakeuy, the 
arabajhe suddenly exclaimed — "A man hanged! A man hanged! 
Hide your eyes, ladies." But it was too late. As the carriage turned 
the comer of the road I had caujght sight of the suspended criminal, 
and I continued to gaze upon him, fascinated by the horror of the 
spectacle. This was only the second time that I had looked upon 
death, and it was now beifore me in so revolting a shape that I felt 
as though my life-blood were curdling about my heart ! 

We had come upon the victim in so instantaneous a manner that 
the sleeve of my dress almost touched his arm, as he hung from the 
projecting spout of a house immediately beside our path. He was a 
tall, powerful man. bare-headed, and clad in a white jacket and 
trousers, fastened about his waist with a scarlet shawl. But what 
made the exhibition tenfold more horrible was the fact that the rope 
had slipped during his dying strugdes, and that his head was beut 
foicciblv backward I shall never torget it ; and I verily believe that 
I should have remained without the power of turning away my eyes 
ha^ not my oompanioa aroused me forcibly from my le.t.W^^ \ ^\&^x« 
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yielding to the heart-sickness which crept over me, I fortunately 
fainted, and thus escaped all farther simenng from the disgnstiqg 
spectacle. 

I am not preijared to deny that these way-fide execations maj be 
veiy efficacious in preventing the spread of crime; it is a snlijecc on 
which. 1 am not comf^etei^t to oSeai fm pptnion ; but I am enabled^ from 
my own painful experience, to decide upon tneir extreme inconyenieDoe^ 
— ^to use no stropger term— to those who do i^ot require so friohtfrd a 
warning. To enconnter death hi a shape of violenoe upon Sq Ytxj 
path of the living, and in the midst of men busied m. thdf ^tiS^ 
avocations— to know that the narrow space ii^ wUch u^e yictim » 
suspended, surrounded by Qbi[ects of b^;(ter, hi» been let out on bite 
for thjs horrible purpose— that a bargain has been made Vetweeo the 
^vemment and the 8hoi>keei>er for the use of thp doorwilj leiiaing 
mto his dwelling— there is i^ltqgethe^ something so revolting In the 
whole system that 1 cannot ihSak of it without a shudder, jlnd thus 
was every avenue into Fera closed for three days aspainst those to 
whom such sights were painful ; for the a^ne ghastly OGoect nreaent^ 
itself at each village leading from the city : while the boor of the 
ringleader of the band, decamtated and deprived of its riglit band, 
was exposed in one of the public squares. 

One of the gang saved himself bj becoming ftt one and the same 
time a '^Vue BeHever and king's evidraice-rthe. oqidy individqal of the 
association who would ccoisent to accept life on such teims. The 
reinained, kept in ignoranoe-accordiDg to the Turkishonstom-of the 
precise moment of their execution, were iUqwed to frequent the 
taverns and coffee-houses, accompanied pj a guard, during several 
hours, and to drink and converse freely ;vfith tli^ose whom they happened 
to meet there, when, suddenly their career of intemperance was 
checked, — ^they were halted in front of the hguae which had been 
fixed upon for their reception, the fatal noose mxed, a basket plaoed 
beneath their feet to be subsequently drawn away, and in another 
instant they were launched into eternity, while the accents of revebry 
were yet upon their lips ! As the Turks do not admit the efficacy of 
a tardy and terror-wrung repentance, they consider this mode of 
execution to be the most huuiane which they can adopt ; and, as the 
criminal is flattered to the last with the hope of pardon, he thus 
escapes much of the premature suffering attendant upon a violent 
deatn. 

In about an hour after we had escaped from the frightful spectacle 
1 have described, we arrived at the gate of the palace— an extensive 
and handsome eoilice on the border of the Bosphorus, where a guard 
of soldiers and a throng of servants were to be traversed ere we could 
reach the staircase leading to the ante-room in which we waited, while 
our presence was announced to the Princess. As her Highness was 
in the bath when we entered, we were detained a considerable time 
in this apartment, surrounded by the officers of the household and 
the principalnegioes of the harem ; — a delay at which I rather rejoiced, 
as 1 bad not altogetl^er recovered from the effects of my morning's 
adventure. 

At length we were requested to move forward, and, attended by 
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half-a-dozen individu^Sa of the imperial suite, we traversed scTcral 
Bpartmepts, neatly inattEd but quite destitute of fipiiitiu'e ; until, at 
toe extremity of a, Jong gallery, lighted on eiUier aide W twelve 

Sacioua windows, commDndicg the cbknnel on the one a-taa. luid 
e palace gardens on the other, we reacheii the lofty doora of the 
harem, whicfi were fiung back nt the first signij of our attendants, 
and as instantly closed a«ain when, we h^ ccqssed the threshold. 

A train of female slaves, dressed in the most gaudf furniture 
chintzes' received us aa we entered, and led ns across a lordly Iiall 
lined with white marble and supported by nmneroua ):iUars of Ihe 
same materia!, through whose open doors we had a delicious view of 
the extensive gardens, with their fantastic floirer-bcds, stately fountains, 
and gleaming terraces. Nazip Hanonm. the adopted daughter of the 
Princess, met us in the centre of the call, and welcomed us most 

Ccefully ; after which, taking a hand of each, she conducted us to 
own apartment, a charming room overlooking the water, and 
entered from a gallery that surrounded the principal saloon. Having 
rdievedus of onr veils and seated us on the cushions heaidc lier, she 
clapped ber hands, and sbout a, score of slaves entered with coffee 
and swceimeftlis. 

The wup d' ail was beatitiful, aa the fair girls— not one (if whom 
could have been more than twenty vears of age, and who were all 
exceedinglylovdy— prepared to hana the rcft-eshmcnts. The Princess 
had given ordcrsthatweshouldbereceivedwith all possible ceremony 
— and the display was consequently raostbeaiitifid. One slave held a 
Veighty vase suspended from three silver chains, in wtich stood the 
coffee ; another Ijore a large gold salver covered with cups and holders 
of costly enamel, whence depended a daazling drapery of gold tissue 
-wrought with pearls and richly fringed; a third earned a plded tray 
bearing vases of cut crvstal, containiiig a variety of esqnisite sweet- 
■meatSj confined beneatli golden covers enridied with gems ; a fourth 
held flic salver on which stood a tango of glass goblets of beantiful 
form and workmanship, filled with water— all, in fine, *ere laden with 
some object of cost and luxury ; and their attitudes were so graceful, 
their faces so lovely, and tbeir costume so striking, that I regretted 
their departure, when, after we had piataken of the rose-scented jelJy 
and perfumed mocha, they slowly withdrew. 

Nazip Hanoum, the favourite of Asme Sultane, was purchased by 
her imperial Highness when she was only a few months old, together 
with her mother, who died while she was yet an infant. Her inffuence 
over the mind ot her iilustrious proteetress is imlimilcil, and, had she 
been really bom " beneath the purple," she couldnot have commanded 
greater libertr or consideration than she now enjoys. Her features 
5re very regular, and even handsome ; but her beauty is destroyed by 
H— : . iljj,. q[ ft^ekies that cover her face ar"* ' "~ 



es are a deep, nch bine, with 
« golden auDam. Bat the great charm of Nazip Hanoum exists in 
— . — cefulness ; sne has not a movement which is not 



riyeo are a deep, rich blue, with long dark lashes, and her hair is of a 

auDam. Bat tl 

B gracefulness . 

alegafit ; and her playful vivacity and great natural shrewdness render 
Hear a ddi^tful companion: her voice is low and sweet; i ' ' 
Eingiof^ Unghter the very ecno of joyousness. 
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Her coatnime was an odd admixture of fbe Sarapewi md tha 
OrientsL Shewore trorseraof palebluecottonfloweredwitLyeJIow; 
aud an auter; of ligKt green s^pedvithwlute, and edged wilb » 
fringe of pinkflosa ailk; vliile tier jacket which «v the_prodact)oa 
of a Pansian dress^naker, waa of dove-oolooied satm, thieUj' 
wadded, tad fnmiahed with a deep c^>e and a pair of ""itifmwi 
sleeves, fastened at the wrista with diamond studs. But 'tile nMHt 
striking feature of the costume in the impmal Mlttces is the head- 
dress : nothing can be imagined mote hideoosf A. painted hand- 
kerchief is bound ti^tljr round the brow, and aecuied bj iewellad 
bodkinsi the back hair is erSp^, until it becomes one huge disbeveUad 
mass, when it is tnversed across the top of the head hj a conwr 
of the handkerchief i a number of slendo' pluts of Uiae haii hang 
down the back, frequently differing ven'DWeriallr &om the cok>nr 
of the natural tresses ; the front locks are cut square across the 
forehead, and left a couple of inches longer at the sides, where 
the; he quite flat, and are stack fall of roses or gema ; or, over- 
hung by the deep fringe of the handkerchief wrought to resemUa 
a wreath of flowers. Some few among the ladies of the imperial 
Serais fasten immense bunches of artificial ringlets under their yojit- 
niaet, when they drive out, but they are oa yet sufficiently uncommon, 
to be remarkable. To this heiid-dresa, such as I have described it, 
Nazip Hanomn had added, in common with the other females of tbe 
household, a star and crescent of sticHag-plaister betweeu her eye- 
brows, which were stained a deep black, and destroyed the natural 
softness of her expression. But her hinda and arnis were lovely ! 
White, and rouni^ and soft, as though they bad been moulded in 
wax ; and her alight elastic figure looted as if it bad been modelled 
by the Graces. 

Asme Sultane is celebrated thronghont the capital for the beau^ 
of her ahtves : and his Sublime Highness has thrice demanded Naiip 
Hanoum, but has been thrice remsed; an occurrence so nnorece- 
dented in the East, that he has finished by persuading himself that he 
is actually attached to the lively cirl who nas dared to play the part of 
a modem Roialana, and to defy his power. 

His first rejection was treated by the Sultan as the wayward whim 
of a spoiled oeauty, and he even condescended to expostulate with 
Nazip Hanomn : but bis advice had no more effect upou her than his 
preference; ani^ for the £rst time in his hfe, the " Brother of tbe 
Sun" and " Emperor of the Eartli" found himself alighted by a 
mere girl. 

The evil was, however, without remedy, for as the adopted danghter 
of an imperial Princess, the hberty of (be young Hanoum was sacred.; 
aud his Sublime Highness was wa to content himself with the anti'- 
cipation >.! future success: but, when a second solicitation biouglL'; 
with it Q\\\j a second repulse, despite all the costly gifts and lover; 
like courl''!'ie3 of the preceding twelve months, the enraged Sultai;. 
took up Ihd affair in another tone, and accused the Princess of havii^- 
instigat«d her favourite to this imheard-of rebellion agunst hw 
sacredwill. ] 

The Snltaiut defended henelfvritb all tiie energy of innocence, uA 
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evenconsentea to further his suit by her counsels and persuasion, but 
no success followed her efforts. Nazip Hanoum prefeiTcd the partial 
liberty of the harem of her protectress, and the comparative indepen- 
dence of her present position, to the gilded captivity of the imperial 
Seraglio, and the fleeting favour of its lord ; and she consequently 
continued firm. 

l!he Sultan, enraged beyond endurance at this unexpected perse- 
Tpranoe, left the palace in displeasure, and even refused to see his 
uster, whom he still persisted in believing to be the principal cause 
of his defeat. But monarchs are mere men where blighted ieeling or 
wounded vanity make themselves felt; and Mahmond, when he 
retreated to his gilded sualoons at Beglierbev, shared the fate of his 
kuuL He became convinced that he really loved Nazip Hanoum, 
and that her possession was necessary to his happiness ; and, deter- 
mined not to be thwarted a third time^ he contmued deaf to the 
earnest and humble prayers of the Prmcess that he would restore 
her to the light of ms favour, and the glory of his presence ; and 
actnailjr refilled during three long weeks to be accessible to he^ 
entreaties ; when, feeling convincd that this display of his sublime 
wmth must luure produced a powerful effect on the refractory beauty, 
he onoe more bent his course to the palace of the Frincess. 

A rich gift to Nazip Hanoum announced her pardon; and when 
sbe had'plaved and sung, seated on a cushion at his feet, and he had 
witnessed the grac^ol movements of the dandng girls, fmd partaken 
of the perfumed shaibet of his imperial sister, he led the young 
beauty into the ^;ardens of the palace, where sne was compelled to 
listen for the ihad time to his thriftless suit. But, alas ! for the 
lordly lover— ihe reflections of the past year had (mly strengthened 
her resolution, and she continued as unmoved by his protestations 
as she had been by his displeasure : and thus, Mahmoud returned once 
more to his Seni^io as unsuccessral as ever. 

Such is the sararedness of adoption among the Turks. 

1 have already mentioned that the palace of Ortakeuv fronts the 
Bosphorus, fxxaa which it is only separated by a broad path or terrace 
of imuHble, extending along a considerable portion of the channel, and 
<mly broken at interrais by the projection €i the different palaces and 
dwdlings that are built against the edge of the stream. While we 
were oonvensin^ with Nazip Hanoum my attention was attracted by a 
peculiar signal ruiag from niis terrace, and evidently intended for the 
ear of some fail inhmitant of the Serai. As no answer was returned, 
the shrill wild sound was repeated, when Nazip Hanoum rose quietly 
from her cushions, and throwias back a small door which opened in 
the midst of the lattice-work oi one of the windows, demanded, in a 
tone of pretty peevishness, why she was thus persecuted, when she 
had announced her resolution not to receive another letter. Th& 
Tep]f to this i^peal, brief as it was, was ooncliisive, for, shrug^g 
her shonlders with a coquettish gesture of impatience, she flung from 
the casement a painted handkercnief secured by a silken cord attached 
to the window-frame, and after the delay of a moment, drew it back, 
and took a letter from amid its folds, which, having read with a blush 
Mid ft tmile, ^e thrust into the shawl that was bound about her waist^ 

I 
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'mth all the composure of a person to whom such an oocurrence vniB 
no novelty. 

We shortly afterwards proceeded to wait upon all the princi^ 
ladies of the household, wno occapied apartments opening nom the 
same gallery as that of Nazip Hanoum. The first whom we visited 
was the mother of the slaves, a serious, stately womaiL of about fifty 
years of age, dressed in an anterv and trousers of black cashmer^ 
very silent, and even sad-looking, whom we quitted as soon as we had 
satisfied her curiosity; for tiie atmosphere of her stateliness did not 
appear congenial to our light-hearted conductress. 

We were next introduced to Perouss^ Hanoum, the private secre- 
tary of the Princess, who had been a favourite Odalique of Sultan 
Sehm ; a woman remarkable for her talents both natural and acouired, 
and a celebrated poet. She was seated upon her sofa, surrounded by 
papers, lying confusedly in heaps, or tied up in squares of dear 
muslin, and engaged in writing on the Ed of achest inlaid with mother- 
of-pearL She was still handsome, with delicate features and fioie 
eyes, but disfigured by the dye with which she had made her eyebrows 
meet across her nose. Had I been able to converse with her, without 
the interposition of a third person, I am sure that I should have been 
delightec^ for she was all energy and enthusiasm. Her room was 
crowded with Turkish and QreSk women, squatted on cushions all 
over the floor ; and dose beside her. with ner pale cheek resting jb^ 
her knees, sat one of the ladies of the imnerial Seraglio, wha navms 
suffered severdy from a protracted, indisposition, had asked ana 
obtained permission to spend a few weeks in the harem of the 
Princess, by whom she had been brought np. She was a lovdy giil 
of eighteen or nineteen, very richly dresse<^ but evidently broken- 
hearted. Whenever she was addressed, the tears rushed into her 
large dark eyes, and every reply appeared to be an effort. The gilded 
palace of her imperial master had evidently been a mere prison to 
her ; and you read a tale of blighted hope and spirit-sickness upon 
evOT line of her, pallid face. 

While we were in the apartment of the secretarv, Nazip Hanoum, 
at the request of the fair and faded visitor, sent a slave for her zebec^ 
and plaved and sang with consideiable sweetness and executicm; 
after wmch the gifted Perouss^ Hanoum read one of her pjoems, 
which ehcited sucn rapturous applause, that I asked and obtained a 
transcript of it and having caused it to be translated into French bj 
one of tne professors of the Militar;^ College, I have since rendered it 
into Englisn verse for the ^^ification of my readers. 

We spent a considerable time in the apartment of Percuss^ Hanoum; 
and after having paid a number of less interesting visits, we finally 
entered the prmcipal room of the harem. Here we found a sweet 
girl of about thirteen years of age, lying npon a pile of cushions, 
having sprained her ande a day or two previously, while dancing 
before the Sultan. She was amusing herself by nursing a very fine 
infEuit, a recent purchase of the Princess, who had bought both it and 
its mother, at the earnest request of the latter, who. having lost 
three husbands in the space of eighteen months, and being Im en- 
tirely destitute, had profited by the well-known partiality of her impe- 
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rial }iig:1iuess for children, to become an inmate of the palace. The 
little girl was the pet ana plaything, not only of Asme Siutane, bnt of 
the whole harem ; and was handed firom one to the other, and caressed 
by all; while the mother did nothing but eat. sleep, and say her 
prayers ; which latter ceremony she performed with most edifying 
ostentation. 

What a bevy of fair girls occupied that apartment ! What eyes, 
and lips, and teeth, were grouped together, as they sat clustered like 
bees upon their cushions^ with their delicate fingers clasped together, 
and almost making their idleness look graceful ! Here and there 
one lay fast asleep, with her cheek pillowed upon her hand, and a 
smile upon her Ups, as though her last waking glance had been at 
the silver-mountea mirror which lay beside her, imd her last thought 
one of triumph at her younff beauty. 

A few were yet settung their cashmere girdles, and arranging their 
unwieldy head-dresses for the day, after their return from the bath ; 
while one laughing maiden, who appeared to possess the talent in an 
extraordinary degree, was cutting court-plaister into various fantastic 
shapes, and dispensing Hiem to her numerous applicants, by whom 
they wero immediately^ affixed to their carefullv-tinted eyebrows. The 
Kislar-Agha, meanwhile, walked in and out of the aparfcment, rolling 
the whites of his large eyes, and pouting his thick lips in silence, 
totally unmoved by the mirth and laught^ going on in every direc- 
tion ; and scarcely replying to the questi9ns and comments of those 
who wero courageous enough to address him. 

But, although there wero many prettier women than herself in the 
party. Nazip Hanoum was the '\LiKht of the Harem ! " All gave 
way beforo ner*; her graceful playfulness, her joyous laughter, her 
innocent caprices, wero alik^ received with smDes and approbs^ion ; 
and she appeared to be a general favourite, and to justify by her 
amiability the measureless affection of her imperial patroness. We 
wero shortly joined by Perouss^ Hanoum, who accompanied one of 
the slaves on the zebec, while she san^, or rather recited, one of her 
own compositions ; after which the fair favourite played the theorbo, 
and, while another of the party beat the tambourine, half a dozen 
voices pealed out the ballaos of the Sultan, who is also a poet, and 
who frequently enjoys the happiness of listening to his own productions, 
from the lips of the fair household of his imperial sister. 

The part taken in this concert by Nazip Hanoum ana the secretary 
was intended as a high compliment te their Fnuik visitors ; for the 
Turkish ladies hold it as a degradation to exhibit a talent which 
is made an object of speculation and profit by hired jperformers. 

Her unpenal Highness having left the oath with a violent and 
painful headache, we wero requested to make a tour of the gardens, 
while she lay down to endeavour to obtain some relief : and accord- 
ingly, conducted by Nazip Hanoum, and followed by a dozen of her 
companions, we sallied forth by a door opening from the hall upon a 
8tatel]r terrace of white marble ; and I laughed most heartily when, on 
emerging frt)m the palace, the sprightly favourite shouted to the ^• 
doners wiio were at work on all sides, " Do not look— we are coining 
out;" and, as a matter of course, every one of them tuzned towatoa 

i2 
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her to litter their assurance of obedience, while away ran the langliixig 
girl to gather the gayest flowers of the parterre, as an offering to the 
jPrank ladies. 

One fountain which we passed struck me as being peculiarly ele- 
gant ; the stream, falling from an £ai;ificial eminence, fiUed suocessiYely 
eleven basins of white marble, gradually increasing in size, until tiie 
last Jformed a noble sheet of water immeaiately under the palace yrbh 
dows. The terraces were shaded by stately trees ; and a §aily gildea 
kiosk, superbl}[ painted in fresco, throughout the whole of its mterior, 
occupied the nicest point of lie g^rounds. 

Having completed our surv^ of the gardens, and the Princess 
beiog still invisible, we proceedeo, under the s^e guidance, to visit the 
state apartments, whicn were situated Immediately ovei; the haiem. 

The grand saloon, built above the marble halj, was the very embo- 
diment of Eastern splendour. Its magnincently painted cbme was 
supported bv fortv pori)hyry pillars with gilt capitals ; its walls were 
lined with plate glais ; its doors veiled by silken drapearies ; its floor 
covered with Persian carpets ; and the lattices whicn yeikd tiie en- 
trance to the women's apartments richly carved and gilt. At either 
extremil^ of the saloon, whose form was a fine oval, a noble flight d[ 
marble steps led downwards to the harem ; and along the gmenng 
balustrade were scattered groups of slavey, awaiting the aommons 
of theu: imperial mistress, and clad in the gaudiest colours. 

The morning-room of the Sultana was flooded with sunshincL and 
opened upon the terrace : the carpet, covering the floor, the cosnions 
which were piled beneath the windows and the hangixigs of the walls, 
were all of the purest white, ornamented with wreaths of roses; 
while the roof, on which the Orientals universally display most elabo- 
rate taste, was of a deep purple colour, ribbed and studded with 
golden stars. 

The reception-room was in a different style : sombre,. magnificent, 
and almost cloistral in its decorations ; heavy with gilding, and gloomy 
with cornices : while the sleeping chamber, hung with crimson and 
blue satin, and scattered over witu perfumes and objects of taste, had 
an air of comfort and inhabitatipn almost English. 

But the most elegant suite of rooms was that appropriated to the 
Sultan. A salopn whose thirty windows were hung with purple 
velvet fringed with gold ; whose sofa cushions were formed of fflitter- 
ing tissue; and whose walls were rich with plate-glass and gndinff ; 
whose floor was crowded with objects of vertu, and whose every tal3e 
was scattered over with gems, opened into the imp^ial sleeping- 
room, whose European bed. hung with flowered muslin, and decorated 
with knots of coloured rib oon, contrasted cheerfully with the heavy 
magnificence of the saloon and its daborate draperies; while the 
mangal of wrouffht silver, richly gilt, and the collection of iewelled 
toys which filled the two recesses at the end of the apartment, Drought 
back the imagination to the gorgeous East. 

Incense-bumers of gold, stuoded with precious stones; ring-trays 
wreathed with rubies ; a miniature of the Sultan himself in a frame 
thickly set with diamonds, and restin? iqpon a cushion of white satin ; 
a toilette of fiUagreed silver ; a chocolate cup of enamel studded with 
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pearls; and a gilt salver, coTered with watches of all sizes and 
shapes, were part of the tempting array. But I was more delighted 
by a Koran, and a manuscript collection of prayers, written by the 
Sultan, and si)lendidly illuminated. Both were bound in gold, with 
the imperial cipher wrought upon each corner in brilliants, while a 
border was formed rouird the outer edges of the Tolumes, of passages 
from the holy writiiu^ in different-coloured jewels. 

The private withmrawing-room was not remarkable in an^r respect, 
if, indeed, 1 except the circumstance of its 8o£a and curtains being 
trimmed with fluted gauze ribbon, which, to an European eye, pro- 
duced a most extraordinary effect. But, upon the whole, I saw less 
inconsistency and bad taste exhibited in the airangranents of the 
numerous apartments tiiat I traversed, than I had yrepaied myself 
to Mpect. 

While we were making our tour of the palace, orders had been given 
by the Princess tiiat the danciiig girls snould prepare themselves to 
exhibit their skill for our amusement ; but, unfortunately, in the excess 
of her graciousness, she haa resolved on treating us with a view of their 
new dresses and their new dances, both intended to be European : 
and assuredly such oortumes wm never before ima^ied. Ii^Tgive 
the description of one — ^it will suffice to afford an idea of the whole. 
A dress ot blue muslin, elaborately otnamented vitii bows of pink 
and scarlet ribbon, was drawn round the tiiroat with a cord of green 
silk, which hung down the back and terminatecl in two heavy tassels; 
the petticoat was kmg and scaaty, and was trimmed Hith two narrow 
flounces, edged with white satin; black leafier shoes of the coarsest 
description, gloveless hands, a sash of pink and silver that swept the 
floor ; a necklace of pearl ; and a head-dress at least a yard across, 
where a mass of false hair was smotheted in flowers enough to deco- 
rate a supper table, and carefully selected of all the colours of the 
rainbow, completed the costume ; and 1 need not expatiate on its 
effect. But the admiration wmch it excited in the harem was 
immense ; and the really beautiful girl who was the fortunate wearer 
ot the motl^ garb appeared to consider herself raised above morta- 
lity, as she listened to the comments of the throng by whom she was 
surrounded. 

The male dresses were in perfect keeping with that which I have 
endeavoured to describe ; and the whole nad found such favour in the 
eyes of the Sultana^ that she only tolerated the Tnridsh costume on 
ordinary occasions. 

As the day was waning to a dose, and the distance to Fera was 
considerable, I was reluctantly obliged to decline the lionour of dining 
in the palace, and awaiting until evening the anpearance of the 
Princess, whose continued indisposition still confined ner to her apart- 
ment ; and, accordingly, despite the remonstrances of our kind and 
courteous entertainers, I took my leave of the fair favourite and her 
talented friend; bearm^ with me an invitation from her imperial 
Highness to repeat my visit at no distant jperiod, when she mignt be 
able to receive and converse with me ; and I then retained to Pera 
with an aching bead and daezled eyea. 
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CHAPTER XVm. 

Kahaitcbaxui— The Barbyaes— The Valley of the Sweet Waters— Imperial ] 
—National Interdict— Picturesque Scene— The Toxophilites— Imperial Monopoly 
—Passion of the Sultan for Archery— Record-Columns— The Odaliqae*s Gf»Te— 
Azmft Sultane— Imperial Courtesy— A Drive through the Valley. 

The loYeliest spot in the neighbourhood of Constantinople is, unde- 
niably, Kahaitchana ; called by the Franks the " Valley of the Sweet 
WsAets" a name as appropriate as it is poetical. 

The sparUing Barbyses takes its rise amid the rich vegetation of 
the valley, and traverses its greensward like a silver thmd. As a 
river it is inconsiderable, but, being the only stream of any size within 
many nules of the capital, it is an object of great enjoyment and 
adnuration. 

The valley itself, like that of Basselas, is shut in on all sides by 
tall and and hills, amid which it nestles so fresh and green, and 
sunny, that yon feel at once that it was destined by nature for 
hd^oay uses. Need I say that the Sultan has here both a summer 
palace and a kiodL? There exists no pretty spot near Stamboul 
where he has them not ; but the palace oi Kanaitchana is a favourite 
retreat, where he raierally retires to escape from the coil and cares 
of the capital, whenever he can contrive to wrinff a day's leisuie 
from the stem ^nsp of |)ablic duty. The riae from Pent is 
ddightfol : the air of the hills is so elastic that it seems to instil 
new life into your pulses; 4md the descent into the valley is so 
picturesque, that despite your previous ei^oyment, you are anxious 
to arrive in the lovely spot which lies, bathed in sunshine, at your 
feet. 

A brighter day never shone from the heavens than that on which I 
joined a party who were bound for Kahaitchana. I had been indis- 
posed for several days, and was too weak to indulge myself with a 
gallop : and, accordingly, comfortably nestled amid the cushions 'of 
my araba, I suffered the more ioyous and healthful of my friends to fly 
past me, and leisurely pursued my way to the valley. 

As I descended tne hill, I saw a procession ol carriages issuing 
from the palace court, and making their way along the opposite bank 
of the stream, "which forms the boundary of the impenal pleasure- 

Sounds. A mounted guard stopped me for an instant at the foot of 
e height, but suffered me to pass after the delay of a moment as 
he had received no orders to prevent the entrance of any Frank ladv 
by that road • the interdict b^ng confined to Greeks, Annenians, ana 
Jewesses. Simply requesting me. therefore, to stop my carriage, as 
the imperial family jMssed, ne desired my an^he to proceed. I 
obeyed without hesitation; andL as the river is only a Tew feet in 
width, I had an excellent view ot the distinsuislhed^i^asty. 
An open carriage, drawn by four fine wx7 "Vioi^ea, Wi^V^Vs^ ^ 



ffTOOm, contained the two jowiga sons of the Sultan, the p3,]acc 
dwarf, and the princiiial negro of the Snltau'a househuld. The infant 
prince is a sweet-looking child, with bright eyes and roay cheeka, and 
^ipears health]' enoash to be the son of a peasant. Foni bullock- 
carnages followed and among their veiled occupants were the Princess 
Mihitmiih. her moQiei', and one of her sisters. Some of the ymmger 
jJadiea were exceedingly lovely, and wore their yathmaa so transparent, 
nKd 30 oooiuiitiahly ananged, that I could trace their features dis- 
tioctly. This is, however, oy no means the case geuerally speakin;r, 
10 the innuttes of the imperial Ser^lio are more closely covered when 
in a less retired spot, than any other of the Turkish women; and 1 
Temember on one occasion to have seen a favouril* Odalique of tlii 
Snltan, who had « gaoze across her' eyes, as well as wearing her 
jWdiawe close to their TBiy lids t 

^oops of u^Toea snrronnded the carri^es, and the procession was 
clooed by the Kjalor-Agh^ nunmted on a saperb Arabian horse, and 
•CDompuiied \a foni attendauta on foot. 

Aa soon as the mr&ge had passed, I pursued my way, and found 
that mr Mends had been compelled to make a circuit, and to enter 
the valleyby another road, which did not communicate with the paiace- 
noimda. f^othii^ conld be more cheerful or more picturesque than 
UK scene ^at met my eye as I descended from the araba. The greea- 
nratd was covered with merry grottps— WalUchian and Bulgarian 
mnaidalB were scattered among uie revellers ; Bohemian flower^rls 
were Tending thor pretty nosegajs in everjr direction, so skilfully 
amused thu each veiled fair one saw in an instant whether the tale 
■lie wuhed to tdl had been antidpated by the dark-eyed flora — 
' monnled patrols ^ipeared and diBapoeaied along the cresta of the 
hills as they porsued their roimd of obnmtim — an imperial cuque 
of -white and gold was riding npon the tjpDle near one o! the palace- 
gates — TnAiao servants were galloping in ul directions — every avenue 
of (he imperud residence was doniuygnaided— and all was bustie and 
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we arrived opposite the spot where the Tuinpliilites were " speeding 
the winged arrow to the mark." A hesTj cloud that was passing 
over the valley bad already shed a few of those large drops which lall 
iQ>on the leaves with the soond and the weight of hail ; and the Sultan 
was seated beneath a red umbrella, held over kis sacred person by one 
of the officers of the imperial household. Tbc fivoured Pashas w 
itaodjng ii^ '■ - ' .i . .- j. -f .l . i i , — __j l. 

theamwa. 

Apropos of nmbrellas — ontil the present reign, the red umbrella 
WiB saoed to the use of the. SultKaj but bis present Highness, ^tq- 
liably deeming the monopoly i.jreiytinconseiiueift wia, miivM^ 
lanovedtheiDtenJiet; andIneed;Mttcieirtd&1]tuiKd.vu^i^>^^^ 
a(«rttej:wo«iCiwataiitinopIe, ■,.- ^r.- - 
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Archery is a passion with Sultan Mahmofiid, who is extremelj ran 
of his prowess ; so much so indeed that a long stretdi of hilly ooimtiT, 
immediately in the rear of the Milit»ry College, is dotted aver wnk 
marhle pillars fancifolly carred and carefully inscribed, erected on the 
spots where the arrows shot by himsdf from a terrace on tiie crest of 




ran on twenty or thirty paces farther, ere they affect to find it: by 
which means the Saltan shoots like the Prince iUntweU in the rairy 
tale ; and the conning vaflete who restore his arrows earn many a 
^ckskish, or present, which more honest men wonld miss. 

The archery party at Kiihaitchanawas anmsing enooffh. Tint flew 
the arrow of the Sultan, and away ran the attendants ; i£e& each Pasha 
shot in his turn, taking especial care to keep within bonnds, and not 
to out-Caesar Csesar. Some of them looked important, and others 
horridly bored ; but there was no escape from an amatenr who boasts 
that he has practised eveir week for the last forty years. 

A little to the left of the spot occupied by the archers is a raised 
platform oyershadowed by a weeping willow, beneittli which rises a 
handsome head-stone. It is tbt gt^e of an impetial Odaligne, who 
died suddenly in the yery tenith of her youth, her besntty, and her 
f ayour. She was bmied in this kydy spot at the etpress oommafld 
of the Sultan, who was so deet^ly affected by her loss, tiiat^fbr two 
entire years he abandoned the VdSief,. The pktform is oyedk)oked by 
the windows of the Salemli^, and every wind that si^hs throogh the 
willow branches carries their voice to the ears of those who oocnpy 
its gilded chambers. 

Despite the sentiment of the thing, however, the beantifiil Odaliqne 
has been long forgotten ; and the bevy of beauties who wander near 
her grave have no time to sigh over her fate. It was. nevertheless, 
consolatory to my romance to remark that the Sultan snot his arrows 
in another direction ! 

On leaving the neighbourhood of the Toxophilites, 1 letumed, 
accompanied oy a Greek lady, to the araba, and drove nigher no the 
valley, where we came in contact with the carriages of Azm^^ Sultane 
and her suite. On seeing us she stopped, and, after inquiring if I 
wei-e the Frank lady whom she had invited to her nalace, she cour- 
teously and condescendingly expressed her remt that her indisposition 
had rendered her unable to receive me, but desired that I would hold 
myself engaged to spend another day in the Serai ere long. 

The Prmcess, who is the widow of a Pasha^ is a noble-looking 
womto, with a rery aristocratic manner, and strong^ resembles her 
brother. She has evidentlybeen handsome, but must now be more 
than sixty years of age. fier ftdr favourite, Nazip Hanoum, was 
seated beside her, but so closely veiled, that, until she saluted me» I 
was unable to recognise her. 

As we continued our drive, tre passed a hundred groups, of trhich 
an artist mkht have made as many studies. All was enjoyment and 
hilanty, Vaiques came and vent aion|^ tbfe \sd^\ "^^r^*^ TBa.\estiQ 
tjves stretched their long branches over ike gttcns^«i^\ ^1 "Vsvrrj^ 
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wete on the wind: the doud had passed away; and the sunlight lay 
blight upon the hul-tops. I know not a spot on earth where the long, 
sparklkg summer day maybe more deucioiisly spent, than in the 
lovely Valley of the Sweet W aters. 
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Euter wtth the Grcdcs^Gre^ Church mt Pen— Women's GaHery— Interior of a 
Gredc Chnrdi— The Sanctoarj— The Screen— Throne of the Patriarch— The Hoty 
Sepolchre — Shisnlar Appearance of the Congresation— SociabUity of the Ladies 
-—Vtidkette da Jforte—Shipplng:— Boats and Boatmen— Church of the Fanar — 
Andent Screen— Treasore C hests T he Sanctuary— Private Chapels— A Pioos 
Ittmnination— Priests* House — ^Priscm — Remedy ag^ainst Mahomedanism— Mid- 
nieht Mass— Unexpected Greetings— The Patriarch— Lpgotfaeti— Russian Secre- 
taAei — Rnssiaii Supremacy in Tui1cqr~ Affinity of Religion between the Greeks 
and Russlaiis— Tte Homage— Pious ConAision— Pstriarch's Palace— Lovdy 
Nigiit.aoenw ■ MiAnii^ Froeesrtan— Stttous Impressioiis— Soifocating Hesit— 
l>mmu 

OuB own Easter was oyer. The last dinner had been eaten, the 
last qnadiille had been danced; politics had succeeded to parties, and 
diplomacy to dissipation ; when tne Greeks were preparing to celebrate 
tiie f estiinal with lul the pomp and circiiinstance of the most gorgeous 
and glowing of lelifidons. I took this opportunity of paying my first 
Tisit to the Greek Cmurch of Pera, — ^an elegant edifice, bunt at the 
expense of the Russian G9iremmenl and nchly decorated with blue 
ana Kold,7**where the service is pertormed both in Greek and Russ, 
tLl m priests attached to it being Rassians. 

A Gnek lady, whose acquaintance I had made, politely c^red me 
the use of her seat, which I accepted the more gteully, that without 
such accommodation I must haye tailed in my attempts to witness the 
ceremony; most of the females being obliged to content themselyes 
with heaiuig the service, without a hope of seeing it. This difficulty 
arises from the fact that the women are not permitted to occupy the 
body of the church, but are confined to a «iilery so closely kttticed 
that it is impossible for those below to eaten the faintest glimpse of 
the secludea fair ones. 

The appearance of a Gredc church differs from those of the Roman 
Catholics^ infinitely more than do the several religions. The sanctuajy, 
in the midst ctf wnich stands the high altar, is separated from the 
drarch bv a close screen ; and there are neither aisles nor side chapels. 
The whole edifice is lighted by chandeUers suspended from the ceiling 
in three straight lines, reaclung from the sanctuary to the principiQ 
entrance ; and the screen is ornamented with the effigies of saints, 
hardbr and drily painted; which frequently figure in such sort of their 
temples, as thoroughly to exonerate them from the imputation of 
making to themselves the "likeness of anything in lve,^^^Ti^ qx <s^ 
earth, or in the waters under the eartb." "i^ot \a Wj^vmSS^n Vat'vi^^ 
vions 'bang to the full as prone to make -^otvi^ o^craiw^ \a^ "Os^ca 
Uwvite sainta m any Catfiolic in Spain oi IBoil^s?^. Vcvfc ^Vws^^ 
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wooden pictures are furthermore decorated mth gold and sflver 
handSj eyes^ ears, or noses, as the case may be, which gives them so 
comical an effect that the grayest person cannot contemplate them 
without a smile. 

The centre of the screen is closed hv a curtain aboye the low 
doable door opening into the church— the yeil shrouding from the 
eyes of the congregation "the holy of holies," according to the qjdl 
Jewish use. On the present occasion, the curtain was drawn bade, 
and the High Priest was robing himself in front of the altar. 

The Patriarch's throne was on the right hand, and immediately 
opposite to it was the pulpit; while at the bottom of the church, on 
each side of the door, stood two enormous chests of polished wood, 
containing the church idate and properties. In the centre of the 
marhle floor was placed the boast and treasure of the chapel — a stone 
which once formed part of the sepulchre of the Saviour, aflfirmed to 
haye been brought m>m the Holy Iknd, and ultimately droositedhere. 
The crush towards this point was enormous: the dense crowd 
shoying and elbowing each other most determinedly to secure an 
approach, which, when they had effected it, enabled them to cross them- 
seRres, according to the rite of their church, seyen times successiyely, 
with a rapidity only to be acquired by long practice and to kiss each 
extremity of the stSne, leay^ a pi^ of money m the salyer of the 
attendant priest. 

Huge wax candles of at least seyen inches in diameter were burn- 
ing in front of the sanctuary, and on the canopy coyering the sepul- 
cli^e ; and the glare fell upon a dense crowd of heads, some shay en 
dose, some decorated with a single long tress of hair hangii^ from 
the summit ; some half-shayed, as though a platter had been a^usted 
to the cranium of the indiyidual, and that the barber had operated 
round its edges; and others with long disheyelled elf-locks fsaUing 
about their shoulders— the effect was pmectly ludicrous ! 

Meanwhile, the ladies in the gallery were not idle: compliments 
were exchanged— inquiries made and answered — and conyersations 
carried on as coolly as though the interlocutors had been quietly 
seated in their own houses: while eyery fiye or six minutes a priest 
made his appearance, bearing a salyer to receiye the donations of the 
pious and dnaritable. But I was soon wearied of the nasal, monoto- 
nous chant of the of&ciating priests, which more than counteracted the 
light and gladsome aspect of the edifice ; and. satisfied with haying 
seen a ereat deal of pamt and gilding, and a rich display of tissue and 
embroidery, as well as a holy scuffle among the crowd at a particular 

Seriod of the service, to possess themselves of the candles that had 
t un the sepulchre, I escaped from the scene of pious confusion ; and 
slowly taking my way tlurough the cypress-shaded burial-ground, 
and onward to the Echelle des M(nrt& I nadly stenped into the caique, 
to share, beneath the hospitable root of a frieno, m the maspifioent 
ceremonials which were to take place in the ancient patriarchal church 
at the Eanar. 

As we trayersed the port, I was struck by the yarious character of 
the shippin^more than usually conspicuous under a flood of bright 
sunshine. The yessela of war (one of them the largest in the wand) 
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vere lying like floating cities on the still sorface of the mirror-like 
BosphoTua : the foreign mercbant-shipa, anchored in dense ranks along 
tite shore, with tbeii sails furled anil their slender masts shootii^ 
iqrwards, like the tall sterna of a \nnd-stripped forest — the Arah 
teasels, with their sharp, high prows and stems, precisely as I had often 
■een them represented on the antique medals — the steam-packeta, 
^bik and motionlesa, like ocean-monsters, ^ut to Tomit fotth their 
Tdlomes of thick, auiTocatine smoke opon the clear air ; while abont, 
and around, and ainon^ all these, darted, and glided, and whirled, the 
slender c&iqaes of polished and cajred walnut- wood, with their grace- 
follf-cUd rowers, and their minute gilded ornaments glitterii^ in the 
liriit- thesharp,ahrillcryof"OntheEuropeanside!" — "OntheAaiatic 
aide \" — ringing iqion the ear ever; moment, as the boatmeo indicated 
each to the otnei which conne to steer, in order t« leave tfl allafree 
passage. 

We landed on a terrace overhanging the water, at the eitremitf of 
our friend's garden ; and after takW coffee with the ladie^ imme- 
diately set forth to visit the church by daylight. Thoogh more 
limited in its dimensions, and less rich m its decorations, uian the 
church at Fera, it nevertheless pleased me infinitely better ^ there was 
an air of time-hallowed holiness about the whole of its interior, far 
more attractive than the unfaded paint anil [rcsli gililing which I had 
seen in tlie morning. 

The Patriarch's throne, simple, and even clumsy, in its form and 
fashion, had existed for twelve htmdred years, and was conMqaently 
respectable from its antiquity ; close beside it stood the raised, ana 
high-baclted chair of Logotheti -, and about twenty feet beyond, 
stretched the ma.^nificctit screen of tiii; sanctuary, delicately carved in 
dark oak. This screen particularly attracted me, the workmanship was 
GO minute and elaborate, and the coliimns nhicli separated the panels 
in such high and bold Tclief. Here, as at Fera, dry, liaid, savage-look- 
ing saints omamented the spaces between them, and were equally de- 
corated with the incongruous and disjointed oBcrmgs of their votaries. 

The most popular personage of the whole calendar among the 
Greeks is decidedly St. George, who had no less than two entire 
efS^es in beaten silver in this church. The pulpit was of mosaic, 
thiddy overstrewn with stars of mother-of-pearl ; and two la^e cheats, 
similar to those which I have already named, were composed of the 
same materials. The women's gallery was even more closely latticed 
than that at Pera, and the Sood of light without was admitted so 
iparingiy by the high and infrequent casements, that a solemn twilight 
reigned throughout the edifice, which accorded admirably with its 
antique and somewhat gloomy character. 

Tlianks to the guidance under which we entered, the priest who had 
<9ened the doors for us was oblie:ing enough to walk to the other 
extremity of the church, and thus leave us the opportunilj of pene- 
tnting into the sanctuary, which the profane foot of woman is sup- 
mwd never to tread. It consisted of a small chapel, containing an altar 
by no means remarkable, spread with the sacramental plate : a high- 
btcked <iau of marble for the Patriarch, a fountain for the use of the 
offidafing priests, a few miserable oil-pamtings, and a vaat nnnvW. ^1 
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smaH pictures of Saints and Virgins, placed there during a certain 
time for *'a consideration," to become ludlowed l^ the sanctity of the 
spot ere they were removed to the private chapels of the fflfferent 
families : every Greek, however limited in fortune, having an apart- 
ment in his house fitted up as an oratoij. 

I was, however, much more amused (for that is the only applicaUe 
word) in watching the proceedings of a Greek lady who haydTacoom- 
pani^ me, than m contemplating the portly saints and fiorid martyrs 
Dv whom I was surrounded A slight iron rail runs along the screen 
at the base of the paintings, for the t)urpose of supporting the tapers 
which the zeal of the pious may be mclmed to bum in their honour ; 
uid my companion was busily employed in lighting a score of these 
minute candles at a lamp that is constantlv left burning for the pur> 
pose,-7humminjg in an under-tone, while sue did so, the 'barcarolle in 
Masaniello, which was exchanged, as she commenced her survey of 
the holy group, for such eldamauons as the following : — 

"The Virgin, — ^I shall give her four, because my own name is 
Maty; and look, I pray vou, at the pretty effect of her sold hand, 
and ner sihr^ crown, ifuh the li^t flashing on them. Kow comes 
St. George,— I like si. <3eotge, so he shall have two. Who is th^ ? 
Oh! St. Niched; I Cannot bear St. Nicholas, so I shall pass 
him by." 

I ventured to intercede in his favour. 

" Very well, then, as you wish it, there is one for him ; but he 
never was a favourite of mine : there are two saints in the calendar 
to whom I never bum a taper, St. Nicholas and St. Demetrius." 

It was, however, finally settled that no partialities were to be 
indulged on the present occasion, and consequently the effect jno- 
ducea was that of a miniature illumination. My curiosity being 
satisfied, and the pious offering of my companion completed, we pro- 
ceeded to make a tour of the vast monastic-looking building forming 
one side of the enclosure, and which is appropriated to the priests. 
Ascending an external flight of steps, we found ourselves in a wide 
gallery, whence the apartments opened on the rig^t and left, pre- 
ciselv as the cells are arranged in a convent. One of these small/but 
comfortable rooms, is allotted te each individual ; and those wnich 
we visited were verv carefully carpetted and curtained, with divans 
of chinte, and every luxury custenuunr in Greek apartments. In many 
of them we fouiid ladies taking coffee with their owners, while ser- 
vants were hurrying to and fro, full of bustle and importance. 

Altogether there was an atmosphere of comfort about the establish- 
ment, which quite made me overlook its otherwise dreary extent ; and 
as I passed out by another door, having before me the palace of the 
Patriarch, I felt no inclination to commiserate the worldly condition 
of his subordinates. 

From the priests house we proceeded to the prison,* where we 
found one miserable urchin of twelve years old, "in durance vile*' for 
an attempt to turn Mussufanaun; lie was ragged and almost buc- 

• * The fact of the Patriarch beinr not only the head of the chnrch, bnt also the 
chief magistrate of his nation, vrill acooont fpr the proximity of th^ prison to t^ 
episcopal palace. 
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footed, and some pions Turk had promised to recompense his apostasy 
with a new suit, and a pair of shoes ; but, unfortunately for the cause 
of the Prophet, the boy was caught in the act of elusion, and delivered 
lip by his exasperated parents to the authority of the Church, which 
had already kept him a prisoner for eight days, and was aoout to 
send him, with a chain iu)out his 1^, to spend a month in a public 
mad-house ! 

What analogy the good papas had found between the mosque and 
the mad-house I know not ; but the punishment was certainly a most 
original and frightM one. The boy told us his own tale, and then 
adaed, with a broad grin, that he would take them in at last. Two 
other prisoners, accused of theffc, were about to suffer their sentence 
in a da^ or two,— «ule in both cases, accompanied by branding on the 
breast in the most aggravated of the two; and, meanwhile, close 
confinement. They were a couple of shrewd-looking, desperate 
mffians, and laughed in his face as the keeper spoke of them. We 
were then shown the bastinado, and the rings and chains for insub- 
ordinate prisonas ; and, after having made a donation, which was 
]?eceived with a surprise perfectly untrammelled with gratitude, I 
letumed to the residence of our hospitable friends, with the rattling 
of fetters in my ears, and a thousand gloomy fancies floating over my 
brain. 

At half-past ten o'clock we repaired once more to the church, in 
order to assist at the midnight mass, where a Greek lady very politely 
nve up her seat to me, that I might have an uninterrupted view of 
the oeremonies. The service had already commenced when we 
entered, and the whole interior of the edifice was one blaze of light. 
The thirty chandeliers suspended from the ceiling threw a many- 
coloured gleam on the crowd beneath them, from their pendants of 
tinted glass ; and the huge candleB in front oi the sanctuaij, and the 
tapers buming before the saints, added to the brightness of the glare, 
which, penetrating tiirou^ tiie lattices of the gallery, enabled me to 
contemplate as extraordinary a scene as I had ever mtnessed in a 
place of worship. The fair tenants of the front seats presented much 
the same impearance as a parterre of flowers ; there were turbans of 
every tint dresses of everv dye, bonnets of every form ; and such a 
constant natter, fldget, and fuss, — such bowing, smilino:, and whis- 
pering, that I began to fiancy there must be some mistake, and that 
we were, in fact, gathered together to witness some mere worldly 
exhibition. 

But the monotonous chantii^ of the priests, which had been 
momentarily suspended, was suddenly renewed ; and I turned away 
from a score of polite ^^tings, offered by persons of whom I had not 
the slightest recollection^ but to whom I had doubtlessly been pre- 
sented during the .caimvai, in order to observe the proceedings 
beneath me. 

The Patriarch was seated on his throne, dressed in a vestment of 
white satin, clasped on the breast with an immense diamond orna- 
ment, over which was flung a scarf of ^Id tissue ; the borders of the 
robe were wrought to about a foot m depth, with poriraits of the 
saints, in needle^work of different colours, int^spersea with gold and 
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sflyer threads. His crown of crimson velyet was entirely covered 
-with immense pearls, fashioned into different figores: the ii^- 
mediate spaces Being occupied by rabies, emeralds, and oiilliants, of 
great beauty and lustre. He held his suff in one hand^ and in the 
other the Gospel, bound in white satin, and studded with lewels ; and, 
at everv movement that he made, the tapers by which be was snr- 
rounded flashed back the radiance of his eiaborately-gemmed habit in 
a coruscation perfectly dazzling. 

Beside hiuL and on a level with the throne, sat Logotheti. in an 
uniform richly embroidered with silver ; mv father was beside him, 
and at the foot of his chair stood Yogorede ; while immediately in 
front of the throne, in a line with the pulpit, four of the Bjissim 
secretaries occupied a crimson-cushioned seat, whence they had a full 
view of the sanctuary. v 

Among the numerous causes, all working towards the same centre 
of Kussian supremacy in Turkey, one of the most dangoous for tiie 
Moslem is the community of religion between the Bassian and tiie 
GreeL The Autocrat has built a church for the Greeks in the vidnity 
of ConstantinodLe, and the arms of Russia surmount the portal ! . l%e 
aitaehSs of the jKussian embassy, while the members of all the other 
legations are either sleeping or feasting, are meekly kneeling before 
the throne of the Greek ratriarch, and humbly kissing the hand 
which is extended to them ! 

The act in itself is simple. It is the effect that it produces on the 
minds of the mass which is to be dreaded, llie expression o£ 
delighted admiration on the countenances of the crowd was a perfect 
study, as, following in the wake of Logotheti and Y ogoride, ere less 
important persons had an opportunify of doing homa^ to the 
Patriarch, the all-powerful agents of all-powerful Bussia bent a 
willing knee to kiss the sacred hand. A common intco^st was 
created at once, and no tie is so sure as that of religious fedth. The 
Greeks already writhe in their fetters — ^the bondmen loathe their 
taskmasters— ihe tree is cankered at the core, and hollowed in the 
trunk : let Kussia apply the axe, and it wOl fall. 

The Moslem, be he lured to ruin as smilingly as he may, and flattered 
into security as blandly as the criminal of his country, who finds the 
rope about nis neck ere he knows that he is condemned, is the coveted 
prev of his semi-barbarous ally. The force of the Russian and the 
guile of the Greek — external power and internal treachery— are at 
work against him; and what has he to oppose to these? Higfa- 
sounding titles, and pompous phrases — a young and half-trainiBd 
soldiery — a navy, unequal to the management ol their magnifioemt 
shipping — and a capital, protected by men, many of whom wear a 
Russian medal at their breast — a medal bestowed on them by the 
munificent Emperor of another nation, for having done thebr duty 
(according to Muscovite notions) towards their own ! 

But let Turkey be supported for awhile, as her own efforts merit 
that she should be ; let ner find the ready ndp from European power^ 
in which she so fondlv trusted— and she will, ere long, prove herseli 
worthy to take her jglace among the nations. Her mimtary and naval 
forces Teqxdre only time ; her soldieis have 8ke^ ^e:^. QTidenoe of 
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..lined, 
, — — , _^ a actmg as a well- 
organized body : in wliich eacn individual receive^ as well u gives, 
SDpport. Let uie Bnssiaii medal be tntmplud in the dust of the citj 
streets — and this will (femend no effort on the pait of those who wear 
i^ into whose breast it barns, and who consider it rather as a br»id 
of disgrace, than as a creditable badge— and it nill then require no 
spirit of prophecj to foretell the future prosperity of Tnikey. To 
the 'East, Europe b indebted for her knowledge of militarv tactics and 
military suboriunation, and she can well afford to pay Wile the debt. 
Half-a-dozen experienced officers would, in a few months, change the 
whole appearance and natnie of the Tnrkish army. 

Homage had been paid to the Fatriansh, and the chanting became 
more animated, as, followed by a train of archbishops and buhops, he 
retired to the sanchuuy, and added to his alieady oostly habiUments 
sevenl other jewelled and emlniderad dr^wriea. He next received 



prodnM^a sodden bnist of luht absolately thrilline. As t looked 
down iipon the stng^nig auastifling crowd beneath me, so closely 
wedj^ea together that it waa with difficulty they oould raue the arm 
holtung tite taper, which each lit by that of hia neighbour, the scena 
was most erfeaonilinary. A dense v^wur was even then rapidly 
spreading its heavy folds over the whole edifice, and, in a few moments 
X cooldcustuigiusn nothing bat a sea of heads, and a moltitode <rf 
pinny lights, feebly straggling thioagh the thit^ smoke. 

The ^rj and impetnons Greeks, enthusiastic in all their feelings — 
in religion, in lore, in hate, and in ambitian — did not, in the pr^ent 
instance, confine themselvea so scmpnloasly as an !Ear6pean congre- 
gation wonld have i^m^ to the apace assinied to them — half-a-dozen 
wild, bandit-looking individnals cumbered into the pulpit— a score 
more clung to the steps — those who chanced to he nearest to the 
vacated stalls of the bishops wiropriated them without ceremony — 
oilers hung by the pillsfs which supported the gallery— and thus 
sufficient space was with difficulty enaived by the panting beadles for 
the passage of the procession. 

At this moment, I followed my friend from the church, and, four 
or five sturdy servants having with considerable effort forced a wa/ 
for us to the Patriarch's ^palace, we hastened to take possession of his 
private sitting-room, wboh, as it overlooked the enclosure in which 
the church was situated, and where the procession nas to halt, Ite had 
politely offered, in order to secure the gratification of my curiosity. 

The night was one of beauty. The pale moon was riding high 
nmouji ruasit.s 'A fleecy clouds, which were pillowed upon the deep 
blue of ttic sky, forming toweis, and palaces, and islets, so changeful 
imd fleeting, that they looked like the ephemeral creations of ^kiry- 
land. A lofty and leafy plane-tree, whose foUage had newly buist 
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with a mysteriouB depth of shadow well suited to the solemnitr of lie 
hoar. Ttie wide doors of tlie sacred edifice soddenly fell back-— the 
low chant of the choir swelled upon the night air— and forth mahed 
tlie eager crowd that had so latelf thioi^^ the church ; each with 
hia lighted tiipcr ic his hand, and [iressmg forward to Braised platform 
in the centre of the enclosure, railed in for the eonTenience of t^ 
Patriarch and hta train of dignitaries, 

£re long, the whole of the wide space was lite a sea, in iriiich Hw 
dark waves flunsthemaeives upwards in fiery sparks, while they rolled 
and swelled in gloom beneath tlic surface— or uke a spcrt upon a sky 
of tempest, into which were gathered all the stars of heaven, to form 
onegalais of light aoiid the surrounding gloom. And forth info this 
olace of DrUhtness slowly moved the holy train from the chspeL 
Fitat i^me the beat« of 'the golden cmcini, snnoonded ti7 giuled 
' lantenu and Reaming candlesticks ; and next the twch-betirers,^ wluse 
waxcacandles, linked together in threes with gau^^-cdo)iredribb(»ii, 
tepiesentedthe'ftinit]r; then moved forwanlatraii|ofprle3ta,wf^diu 
tin> and two, with their flowing robes of safihm-colonied twn. Ou& 
InxQiiant bearda sweeping down to their breasts, their brimHSa oapa, 
■od their long locks faUing n^n thai; ahonldete. 

Nothing can be more picturesque than the head-drew of a 
Qreek priest. &a they are noi permitted to use either bcIssoeb or razor 
ftom the period of their birth, when they are vowed to tile chnrdi by 
Qmr parents, they reduce the beard b^ plucking it^ acoording to the 
old Jewish law; and, being almost umrersaUy very fiqe me^ Oxj oo 
^is with a care and skill which heighten the effect of toiiii wpesr- 
ance ; while their long thick locks arc, on ordinary occa^oo^ ma4eii 
beneatb their caps. 

This blAj body was ancceeded by the P.itriarch, supported on either 
nde hj two of tee Archbishops, who, in the Greek church, represent 
tiw apostles, as the Patriarch himself personates the Saviour, and 
followed by the ten others in robes of such dazzling briUiancy that 
day attempt at description would be idle, Inimediatelv after these 
came the Bishops, walking two and two ; succeeded in their turn by 
Logotheti and Vogoride, another train of priests, and fieally by that 
portion of the congregation who had not been able to effect on earlio' 
egress from the church. 

Tbe junior priests srranged themselves in a circle at the foot of the 
nlatfom:^ which was soon filled hy the heads of the Cbon^ ~&ni] the 
1^ dignilaiies, among whom stood my father. The Patriaich nad a 
portioii of the scripturea, &om an aiHpli; volume, tlial lay open on tie 
atand before him ; the attendant priests chanted a psalm, which rose 
and fell on the night wind in solemn cadences : and, finally, the elder 
of the Bishops, having placed in the liand of the Patria.rch one of the 
triple candies whieh Ihave dread; named, wherewith to blcts the 
people; and subsequently two hnfced together.repreEeatinglhe double 
nature of Christ; the whole crowd bowed their uncovered heuds, and 
crossed themselves seven tunes, with the collected points of Iho two 
fore-fingers and the thumb ; after which a passage was with diiSoulty 
forced Qiroagh the crowd for the tetuni of the procession, wimse cJiaat 
gradaaUj died awB.j upon the ear, aa it disap'pcBici^itQfiaSa.'Coavi^'ii- 
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of tlie chuich, and in five minntei more we were alone, gazing oa 
upon the empty endosnre, flickered with mooidi^lit. 

It was a solemn moment ! Hie pomp and cncumstanoe of hamai 
worshio had passed zswaj. and we looked onlj on the uncertain moon 
over which the light scud was n^icQy drifting ; while the only soon* 



that fell upon onr eais was the sibling id the midnight wind throat: 
the leaves of the tall phme-tree. 1 howed my head inailenoe upontn 
cushion against which I leaned— mr excited fancies were suddenl. 
sohered, my throhbing pulses stilled — Nature had spoken to m; 
heart, and my spirit was rabdued beneath her influence. It was i 
sudden and strong reaction; and. could I at that moment hay< 
escaped to the sohtude of my own chamber, I do not think tihat on< 
idle memory of the magnificence whidi I had so latdy witnessed wouh 
have intruifed on my reyeries. 

Man's pride, and pomp, and iMower^ had fettered mj fsncj, anc 
riyeted my ^gaze. Bi^ it was nig}it : the still, soft ni^^ with it* 
pale moon, Ss mysterious douds, and its sighing yoice, which had 
touched my spirit. In such hours, the heut would be akme with 
God! 

When we re-entered the drardiy I feared that I should haye 
fainted; thick yolumes of smoke were rolling heayily along the roof ; 
the sufiocating incense was mounting in columns from the closers — 
thtf myriad tapers were adding their heat to that of the burning 
perfome; ud the transition from tiielifi^ pure atmosphere without 
was sickening. I persisted, neyerUieiess, in my determination of 
remaining untfl the dose of the ceremony, which conduded with the 
Declaration of Eaith, read b^ Logotheti : and a portion of the 
Gospel, ddiyered from the pulpit by a priesi, richly dressed in blue 
andsilyer. 

The nay light of morning was g1miTn<*riTig on tiie Bosphorus as we 
returned to the house, where we breakfasted, and then retired to bed 
with aching heads and dazzled eyes, to prepare for the fatigues of 
the morrow. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Feasttnir after FMiinc^Vlrit to the F«triardi>-Oorgeoas Procession— Inoonyenient 
EnUiaslasin— Indispositioii of the Patriarch— The Ceremony of Unrobing^— The 
Im p ro mp tu Fair— "Hie Patriarch at Home— The Golden Epgs. 

To what a breakfast did we sit down the following morning ! The 
long and rigorous fast was oyer, and a hearty yengeance was to be 
taken for we preyious forty days of penance and abstinence. It 
was amusing to remark with what interest eyery dish was examined, 
and how umyersallj each was rejected which was not composed oi 
some hitherto forbidden luxury. The centre of the t&]b\&^*«(^&^3R^sc^ 
pied by a porodain bowl fiUecL with eggs, \«fi^<»i\Ma^ «S!l\ ^^^bs» 
a fine red inthiogwood; but it waspLftcSit\i«fcm«^^^^ 
iwftsft the natioBafcustom, as an Eaatex eiD!b\em\ i^^ o-aXSoa^^s^^ 
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day of emancipation from the thrall of fast, no individual of the party 
had a thought to bestow on such primitive fare. 

At the conclusion of the meal I went, accompanied by my father 
and a fine youth who had escaped &om college for the Easter 
recess, and who volunteered to act as interpreter, to pay a visit to the 
PatriarclL who had expressed a desire to make our acauaintance. We 
were conducted through several large, cold, scantily furnished apart- 
ments, presenting ratner the appearance of belonging to abamck 
than to an episcopal palace, with their floors thickly strewn with bay- 
leaves, which emitted a dehcious perfume as we passed alonx to the 
private sitting-room overlooking the court of the church, where we 
seated ourselves to await the arrival of the Patriarch, who had not yet 
left the sanctuary. 

A sudden rush from the door of the church called us to the 
windows, whence we could distinguish in the distance the |[orgeoas 
procession which was conducting the Patriarch home after ei|[ht and 
forty hours of constant ceremonial. We had ample time to cdjoj the 
spectacle, for the throng was so dense that it was with the utmost 
difficulty that the beadles and kavasses could force a passage through 
the excited and clamorous multitude, for ihe objects of their overween- 
ing and inconvenient enthusiasm. Nor was the difficultv likely^ to 
decrease, for the crowd were still ponring out from the chnrcL clinging 
one to the other to secure their rooting, and defying alike the many- 
thonged whips of the beadles and the powerful dbows and staves of 
thepohce. 

The Patriarch, who had riotously observed the fast throughout the 
whde of Lent, and who hao, moreover, onbr partially recovered from 
a sevi^e and Lingering illness, was httle aole, after forty-eight con- 
secutive hours of exertion, to contend with this unlook^-for smd 
gratuitous demand upon his energies; and as he moved forward, 
supported by two of the Bishops, he continually implored the for- 
bearance of the people, who, in their eagerness to kiss the hem of 
his garment, subjected him to no slight risk of suffocation. But he 
implored in vain ; the crowd shouted and struggled — the beadles 
struck and shoved — and the priests threatened and expostulated — 
unheeded; while the Patriarch was ultimately lifted from his feet, 
and carried to the foot of the great Stair leading to the palace, by 
half-a-dozen of his followers. 

The solenm chant of the approaching priests instantly Te*echoed 
through the vast pile, and an avenue was farmed from the portal 
of the building to the door of the apartment in which we stood. 
Pirst entered the incense-bearer, who swung his censer twice or 
thrice at each extremity of the room, and then hastily withdrew: 
and he was almost immediately followed by the whole train w 
Bishops, sinking under the weight of jewels and embroidery in whidi 
they were attired, and who took their places in line along the edce 
of the divan, and there awaited in silence the arrival of the two Ar^ 
bishops who preceded the Patriarch. The sight was HA7.7ling : on all 
sides a mass of gold and precious stones, of tissue and embroidery, pre- 
sented itself, and the eye actually achca with eaziog. After the lapse 
of a few seconds the great dignitaries foso arrived; and as I 
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advanced to kias the iuad of tlie Painardt I Idt eomiMdj ovtx- 
awed bf the magnificeooe of (lie epectatit. 

Theceroiioii; irf snrolvnK f(riliiwed| dming wUdi tlie adiana diBd- 
iag of tlie prints, who lined tlie alletr throng wliicli tlie tzain had 
passed, was never moeiiiteniiptea; anaas tfe Bidupa cast off robe 
after robe of cosflj ailk, goreoNS brocade, and pti""""F tissue, I 
odI; mtrveJledhov tlie7cmi]aharesapportMsae£a wo^of di«» 
anud the crovA that bad so anmercifiiUf fRaaed upoa UMem below, 
without sinLiag under il 1 

A furred mantle having been Sung over IL^ jboolden of the 
Pfttriarch, be was coaducted from the ati^nujrn:. followed by the 
Bishops: and we remained for a titae val^^ilii^ '.h- aoresiQita <x tiie 
mullitaiie in the conrt beoeallL wbik be prepari J 'limadf to receive 
the Dunierous fisits whidi he ud toimderg^j it- iieooold euoy iJie 
repose that be so mat^ needed, 'l^""^"! on ' fanned of neea 
boughs andflonEnngahiwh^liadlieca ustil p in ever; direc- 

tion, and bene-lh tbesp stood the sheriiet tfu jid ooufectioaen, 

Wltl n-1 va . wimpW" n Ih" P 

T Ttxaatile Greeks 

wer . jsore as tkej had 

been but an h ur pruvioui^ in that otsalriboD. libjst of them wcze 
employed m re-arranging taca tnifaan^ which had been anwoond in 
tiie late atruggle otsenwaeaqaatteaoii tbegioiiDd,eitagfHic«f4 
(» aort of coagalated bottanflk) out of imall eMthea baima, whidi 
tbej emptied with their foicfingar with k r4iiditr pafedlr mnois- 
ing( and others again Mortaaa^ag k moiaiiti mriTMnt. noae urge 
tia;, neatly coveted with a white doth, diiita aancen, aod duning 
brass spoons shaped like doweli, oibanced the relish of the dainty 
that he dispensed— a species of iiueriocblaac-nuuige, eaten with rose- 
water and powdered sugar. 

A servant having aunouiiced that the Patriarch awaited na in 
another department, we followed him to a spacious saloon in the 
opposite wing of the palace, where we found the magnificeat prelate 
seated in a cushioned chair raised a few steps from the floor. He bad 
escbanged his party «40aicd niment for a flowing robe of violet silk 
with a fidliiw collar of velvet, ind wore about bis neck a massive 
gold chain, from which wu anspeaded a itar of brilliants. On his 
rifht hand were two basket* of vaiiecated wicker-work ; the one con- 
taming ens of a (ximaon crioor richv ajlt, and the other filled with 
CMS of white and gdd, while □<■ his Eefthasd, a lai«et basket waa 
upneaped with otiien simiJ; stained with logwood, life those which 
Iliad teen on the breakfost-t^le. 

He received ns with much politeness, and, throngh the medinm of 
our yoDDg friend, who made an adminble dtagomaa, he asked me 
aevenl qoestima oo the in^teaskras irbidi I nad teceived in the 
PAst i ^tpesred gnti£ed at the admiration that I eipiesscd of the 
goiseona eeiemonial to which I had so latelr been a witness, and 
regretted that the eihansticm, under which be was Uiea suffering 
from the bbgoes <d the last two days, tendered him unable to con- 
Terse with me sa he had been deairoiu of doing. 

Coffee aikd aweetoeats wcce shortly BfterwB[d& Msn«&.% h^ ^^'^ 

K.2 
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a aware that ttie ante-room was thronged with persons who «tte 
'' g to pa; their compliments to him, I rose to depart, wlienha 

ted to me aconpleof the gilded ems, which he accamwnoi 

jj a flattcrins expression of the pleBSDie that n^ visit had aSbrded to 
him and a hope that he shoula again see me when hia health was 
re-established. I made as handsome a reply aa I waa capable of 
doing, pleased to mj lips the holy fingeta iriiich were exteodod 
towmb me, and took m; leave. 



wai^ig to 
tves^tedtt 



I was not awate, asl t«ceived the eggs, of the extent of _tbeoL_ 
pliment that had been paid to me, which I onlr leant acridentally, 
__ .- — -._■... J... 31-igiii (^ mean' -' - -- — ' *— = — '~ 

, . _ mfonnedjisof at 

its antiquity, can now be addnced 6>T its observance; bat great certnnqnj 



ch i onlr leai 
m inquiring the origin tmd meaning of so ungnlst a; 
nstom, asl was informed, is of so ancient a d^e, that no naaaa, si 



is kept np m the distribntion. To the principal persons of tbe nation 
the Patriarch gives two of those e^ which arc gilt ; to the next in 
rank, one gilt and one pl^; then foUows otie gift; then two plain ; 
and^ finally, one ; but, to each person who is admitted to thcjireaence 
of iJie Fabian:h, he is under the neceaait; of making the oSering, be 
thegnestwho he may; and a day is set apart during the wee^ on 
which tbe wiiole of the male Greek popnlatuia of Constantinople have 
the right to receive it at his hands, until extreme fatigue obliges him 
to resign the office to the Qrand-vicar. 

On returning to the house of our friends, we partook of coffee, and 
the delidoas Suter cake peculiar to the Greeka ; and immediately 
afterwards embarked in oui cuqne, which waa to convey ns to the 
£chelles des Morts, in order to witness the festivities of the Aims- 
nians in the great cemetery. 



CHAPTER XXI. 



ttw Onentuli tor Ihd „ . ... 

Bdnckla nuika— WnstUng Rln;!— Ttai BuUeofttaeSeeO. 

Thb araba was already at the door when we arrived at home; 
and, weary with monntii^ tbe steep ascent to Pen, I^ladly threw 
mysislf upon the crimson mattress and among the yieldmg cushions, 
and prepared to become a spectator of this new festival in luxnrioas 

inaction. 

Let no -one venture either on font, on horseback, or in a carriage, 
along the all- but-interminable High Street of Pera, on a fete Jay, if 
he M in a hurry ! In the Brst-plaee, two moderalely-aiied indivi. 
dutds, who chance to be opposite neighbours, mav shake hands from 
their own doors witliout moving an inch forward— and in the neitj 
there is no other road from Topp-bannfe or Galata (tbe principal 
landing-places) to the great cemetery. And then the natives of the 
Xaat have a very sociable, but extremely inconvenient habit of walk- 
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in^ with their arms about each other's necks, or holding hands like 
children, in parties of five or six, although tiiey are obliged, from the 
narrowness of the thoroughfare, to move along sidewa^ ; but never- 
theless, thev will not dacken their hold until the necessity for so doing 
becomes sumcientljr imperative to admit no alternative. 

Another peculiarity attending an Eastern mob is its utter disregard 
of being run over, or knocked down : an Oriental will see your horse's 
nose resting on his shoulder, and even then he will not move out of 
the way until you compel- mm ; and when your arabajhe warns him 
that he is almost under the wheel of the carriage, he looks at him as 
though he wondered at the wanton waste of words bestowed upon so 
insignificant a piece of information. 

But, if the bipeds are difficult of management, the quadrupeds are 
altogether unmanageable ! Let those whose nerves aiie shattered by 
the rattle of the London carts come here, and have their temper tried 
by the donkeys of Constantinople. You have scarcely turned the 
comer of the street, and forced your way among the dinging, chat- 
tering, lounging mob, ere you come upon a gang of donkeys — ^your 
horse is restless, he champs the bit, paws with his fore-leg, and backs 
among the crowds in his impatience to get on ; you must be contented 
to allow him the privilege of champing, pawing, and backing, for 
there is no contending against a string of a dozen donkeys, laden 
with tQes. 

While you are trying to look amused at your dilemma, and endea- 
vouring with "favour and fair words" to induce their owner to 
arrange them in regular line in order to enable you to pass, you hear 
a portentous clatter a hundred yards a-bead : you look forward with 
foreboding, and your fears have not misled you; it is, indeed, " the 
meeting of the donkevs:" and another gang, heavilv charged with 
earth, or bricks, or unhewn stone, are gravely approaching to entangle 
themselves among your first favourites, and to oe dislodged only with 
blows and kicks, very ill calculated to pacify either you or your 
horse. 

In an araba your case is still more hopeless ; for a horse musi get 
on at last, by cant of intruding upon the pavement, and impudently 
poking his nose into every winaow ; applying his shoulder to the back 
of one individual, and whisking his long tau into the face of another 
— but a carnage following a caniage must be satisfied to travel at the 
pace which majr chance to be agreeable to its leader— while a carriage 
meeting a carriage is pushed one way, lifted another, driven against 
the walls of the houses, and shoved into the kennel, until you b^n to 
consider it very doubtful whether you possess sufficient strength of 
wrist and tenacity of finger, to enable you to remain within, while 
such violent proceedings are taking plaice without. And when to 
these difficulties are superadded the mconvenience of a dense, reckless, 
pleasure-seeking mob. it must be conceded on all hands that the 
progress alon^ the High Street of Pera on a festival day is by no means 
'^easytravellm^.** 

On the occasion of which I am about to speak we encountered three 
detachments of donkcgrs, four arabas, six horses laden with timber, 
and 8 flock of sheep ; lortanatdy, we were by no means pressed for 
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time, tboagh how we escaped victimizmg a few of the snpme mibjects 
of his Subume Highness I camiot take upon me to explain. 

I have already spoken elsewhere of the indifference, if not absolute 
enjo^ent with which the inhabitsmts of the East frequent fheir 
burying-grounds ; but on the occasion of this festival I was more 
impres»ea .than ever by the extent to which it is carried. The whole 
of the Christian cemet^y had assumed the appearance of a fair ; nor 
was this alL for the very tombs of the dead were taxed to enhance the 
comforts oi tiie living * and many was thb tent whose centre-table, 
coveied with a fringed cloth, and temptingly spread witii biscuits, 
sweetmeats, and shOToet, was the stately monument of some departed 
Armenian ! Grave-stones steadied the poles which supported the 
swings — divans, comfortably overlaid with cushions, were out chintz- 
covered sepulchres— the step that ^enabled the boy to reach his seat in 
the merr^-go-round was the earth which had been heaped upon the 
breast of the man whose course was nin-;-the same trees flung their 
long shadows over the sports of the living and the shonbers of tiie 
dead —the kibaub merchants had dug hollows to cook th^ 
dainties under the shelter of the tombs, and the smoking bootiis 
were amply supplied with seats and counters from the same wide 
waste of death. 

On one side, a slender train of priests were committing a bodv to 
the eartk and mingling their lugubrious chant with the shrill ioalru- 
ments of a party of dancers ; on the oth^. a patrol of dismounted 
lancers were threading among the many-colouinsd tents, in order to 
maintain an order wnich the heavy-witted Armenians lacked all 
inclination to break. 

I never saw a set of people who bore so decidedly the stamp of 
having been bom to slavery as the Armenians : thev seem even to 
love the rattle of their chains ; they have no high feeling, no emula- 
tion, no enthusiasm, no longing for ''a place among tiie nations ;" no 
aspirations after the bright andthe beautiful ; no ideas, in short, beyond 
a pitiful imitation of their Moslem masters, whom they consider as the 
ne phis ultra, oi All -pertection. 

The appearance of the upper dass of Armenians I have already 
describe Give them a more becoming head-dress, and their costume 
is surpassinglv graceful ; but their advantages are all external ; their 
dreams are all of piastres : they have no souL If you talk to them of 
their subjection to the Osmanfi, what do they reply ? — "All that you 
say may be very true, but it does not concern me— my affairs are m a 
most prosperous condition." 

It is impossible to make them sensible of their own social position ; 
they listen, twirl their mustachioes, flourish their white handkerchiefs, 
replenish their chibouks, utter from time to time '*pekie" (very well), 
with an inane smile, and ultimately walk away, as well satisfied witn 
themselves and with their tyrants as though the subject were one of 
the most irrelevant nature. 

To return, however, to the festival of the Champs des Morts, from 
which I have digressed. Every hundred yards that we advanced, the 
scene became more striking. One long line of diminutive tents formed 
a temporary street of eating-houses; there were kibaubs, pillauf, 
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fritters, pidded vegetables, soups, rolls stuffed with fine herbs, 
sausages, £ried fish, oread of every quality, and cakes of all dimen- 
sions. Escaping m)m this too savoury localitv, we found ourselves 
among the sherbet venders, whose marquees, lined with blue or crimson, 
were pitched with more precision and regard to comfort and convenience 
than those of the restauraieurs. Mirrors, bouquets, and a display of 
goblets of all dbapes and sizes, were slqlfullv set forth in many of 
them ; some even indulged in the luxury of pictures, which were 
miiversaUy glaring and hi^hl^-coloured French prints of female heads, 
of the most common description ; and in these t^ts chairs and cushions 
were alike provided for the guests ; while in one comer stood the 
manffal, ready to supply the necessary fragment of live coal for ignit- 
ing {lie dubouk. 

Scattered among these more assuming establishments were the 
stands of the itinerant merchants, whose little cupolaed fountains 
threw up a slender thread of water to the accompaniment of a tinkling 
80un^iat)duced by the contact of half a doaen thin-plates of metal; while 
a drde of sherbet glasses, filled with liquids of different colours, and 
interspersed with green boughs and suspended lemons, looked so cool 
and refreshing that thev were more tempting byfar tium the aristo- 
cratic estaldismnents of the marquee owners. Here and there a flat 
tomb, fEmcifully covered with gold-embroidered handkerchiefs, was 
overspread with sweetmeats and preserved fruits ; while, in the midst 
of these rival establishments, groups of men were seated in a circle, 
wherever a little shade could be obtained, smoking their long pipes in 
silence, with uieir diminutive coffee-cups restmg on the ground 
beside them. The wooden kiosk overhanging the Bosphorus was 
crowded; ami many a party was snugly niched among the acacias, 
with their badcs resting against the tombs, and the sunshine flickering 
at their feet. 

But the leading feature of the festival was the Armenian dance, that 
was goin^ forward in every direction, and which was so pertectly 
characteristic of the people that it merits particular mention. A Large 
circle was formed, frequently consisting of between forty and fifty 
individuals (chance comers falling in as they pleased, without question 
or hindrance) holding each other by the hand, or round the neck, and 
wedged dosdly togetner so as to form a compact body ; the leader of 
the dance being the only one who detached himself from the rest, and 
held the person next to him at arm's len^h. In the centre of the 
ling stood, and sometimes danced, the musician, whose instrument was 
cimer a species of small, cracked guitar, witli wire strings, which he 
struck wnh very slender regard to either time or tune, or a bagpipe 
precisely similar to that of Scotland, but not played in the same 
spirit-sturmg style, the Armenian performer making no attempt at 
anytUng beyond noise, and never by any accident forming three con- 
secutive noies which harmonized; but his hearers were not fastidious, 
and the music was, at least, in good keeping with the dance. Beside 
the minstreL such as I have d^ribed him, moved the buffoon of the 
company, who also, by some extraordinary and perfectly Armenian 
concatenation of ideas, acted as master of the ceremonies. 

The leader flourished a painted muslin handkerchief, while he lifted 
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Up first one foot and then the other, aa fowls do bc .._ 

jard, poising the bod; on one leg for an instuit, and then changing 
tlie position. This movement was foUowedhy the vHoleof the par^, 
with more or less awkwardness; and thus hopping, balaadng; and ihin- 
^ — their feet, thej slowly worked round and round the cirde, widimt 

— '■ — either the time or the movement for several conaeoatire 
-^ difierent individiuds falling in and ont of the ting as thoii 
don prompted, without diaturoing in the slightest degree the 

ij ofthe dance. There was nothing exclusive in these Teroi- 

chorean circles, where the smart serving-man's neck was cUg^ed bj 
the sinewT himd of the street-porter, uul where the embroidered 
Albanian legging wid European shoe were placed in nixtwodldon 
with the bare hmb and heelless sUpper. There mustliAve Deen at 
least a dozen of these donees going forward in the fiur (for such I 
KUff troly call it), with a perseverance and solemnity pmecU? Hto- 
tiisning, when it is remembered tiiat many of Ute individnals thus 
eiKsgea had walked five and six leagnea to share in the lestinl, 
Biul would have no resting-place bat the earth where(m to sleep nray 
their Estigue. 

Gtreat was the commerce of the water-vendera, who traversed the 
oovd in every direction, witii their clasrically-fonned earthen jars 
upon their shoulders, anA their crvstat goblets in their hands, who, 
for a couple of panu, ponred fbrUi a dranght of sparkling water, 
which ahnost made one thirstv to look at it ; and were as pafticalar 
and punctilions in cleansing the glass after every customer, as thon^ 
th^ were under the suneillance of hia successor. 

A few, a verjr few, of the revellers had indulged in deeper potations, 
and were eihibiting proofs of their inebriety in their unsteady gait 
and uncertain utterance ; but intemperance is cot fet the comnKoi 
vice of the East : although it bids laii in time to become sacL A 
very talented and distinguished indiiiduaj, with whom I was lAtely 
conversing on the subject of the different degrees of civHizatian 
att^ed bv particular nations, said of the Russians that they had 
commenced with chiunpagne and ballet-dancers. Glorious was it, 
therefore, for the half dozen Armenians' who were staggering among 
the crowd, to have profited as far as they could by so bnUiant an 
example. Being intoxicated is, according to the Eastern phraseolt^j, 
being a la Fraiia. ■ 

Apart from the crowd were wrestling-rings, where the combatants 
exhibited their prowess precisely after the bshion of the ancieDt 
Komans ; and on all sidea were bands of B<^emiaiis, as da^-eyed and 
as voluble as the gipsies of Europe. 

The festival lasted three days, and not a single hand nor voice was 
raised in violence during the whole period ; when, as if resolved to 
vindicate themselves from the aspersion of utter inscnsibilitj, the 
Catholic and Schismatia sects tenniiated their sports with a regular 
fight, in front of an Armenian church in Galata. The Schismatic 
party were returning to the jdaoe of embarkation in order to pan 
over to Constantinople, and singing at the pitch of their voic^ at the 
precise moment when a prieat ot the opposite sect wns perionniiig 
mass in the church. A messenger was despatched to tbc iCTcllerp to 
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enforce nlence until the; had qnitted the precincts of the chapel - bat 
his errand wsa a vain one; the Schismatics were not to be cootrolled; 
ft CTOird collected — the meiita of the case were explained — the Ca- 
tholics become furious, and insisted od the instant departure o[ the 
intnideis — the Schisnuddo waxed raliant, and refused to move — and, 
finally, afier a fi^tiniriuoh man; blows were ^ven and received, the 
ToAn steroed in as mediators, and carried off a score of the com- 
batants to Qtambonl, where the; were detained for the night, fined a 
few inaslrei, and dismissed like a set of lubbuly schoolboys, who ha^ 
wound up a tu>Uday irith a baxing-match ! 
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—Tinr frm the OaUdj— Oos and Huoc M 
Dm>— ABdCnt Ti^KIod— Lcmdg of the Ui . 

Dom-^Tha AtmtMin— Tht Tnc of Onxuu— Hw Hosqoe at Sultan & 
AnUqac Vaao— HlaKvlcal PidDn-Tbe lam Cmit-Ttaa Hi Mhian^ ._ 
Moaqoe at BoUmaidt— Patnlad Windinn— Gnmnd-plan of tba Principal Hoaqoai 
— Tba Tnuarr tl SoHinwiit— HamiAeiim of Solnuin tba HatnUlecnt— Hodei 
■oTUw Uo«4U at Hcca— Maoaidainu (n Bcnttal— IndlapBiaabla Aceaaaw to 
TbeXadRKlt— Uoaqna ot Sultan Hahmood at To^-hanat. 

AlAHOUOH I am about to describe to mj readers a morning at the 
Uosqnes, I mnst nerertheless first conduct them into the Mosques at 
midnight, by recounting a visit to St. Sophia and Sultan Achmet, 
which I have hitherto forborne to mention, in the hope (since real- 
ised) of being enabled, ere my departure from Constantinople, hoth 
to form and to impart a better idea of these uiagniiiecnt edifices 
than my first adventurous aorfey had rcnderpd me capable of doing. 

During a visit that I made to a Turk is li fnniily with whnru I had 
become acqu^nted, the coDversatton turned on the difBculty of ob- 
taining a firman to see the mosques ^ when it was stated that Baron 
Kothachild was the only private indiridu^ to whom the Eavour had 



npcm the Hebraic Cnssua) and that tiavelleis were thus dependent 
the nncertain chance of encountering, during their residence 
Turkey, some d^tingnJshed person to whom the marble doors w 

'•' ■ 4a r«1l kaAb- 



casoa^;! , „ , 

^nppmntment, with an emphasis which convinced my Mussahnanu 
heann tliat I was sincere. 
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Hours passed away, and other subjects liad saooeeded to this most 
interesting oneL when, as the evening closed in, I remained th^ 

Bey, the eldest son of the house, was carrying on a very energetic 

soito voce conversation with his venra^ble fath^; and I was not a 
little astonished when he nltimately informed me, in his imperfect 
French, thofc. there was one method of visiting the mosqnes, u I had 
nerve to attempt it, whic^ would probably pfove sucoesaiiil; and 
that, in the event of my resolving to run the risk, he was himself so 
convinced of its praoticabiUty, that he would aoocmpany me, with the 
consent oi his father^ attended by the old kiara, or house-steward : 
upon the understandmg (and on this the grey-bearded Effendi had 
resolutely insisted) that m the event of detection it was to be sauve 
quipeut; an arrang^ement that would enable his son at once to elude 
pursuit, if he exercised the least ingenuity or caution. 

What European traveller, possessed of the least spirit of adventure, 
would refuse to encounter danger in order to stand beneath the dome 
of St. Sophia ? And, above aD, what wandering Giaour could resist 
the temptation of entermg a mosoue during high prayer f 

These were the questions that X asked myself as the yonng Sey 
vowed himself so g^Uantly to the venture (to him, in any case, not 
without its dangers), in order to avlert from me tiie disappointment 
which I dreaded. 

I at ouce understood that the attempt must be made in a Turkish 
dress ; but this &ct was of trifling importance, as no eostume in the 
world lends itself more readily or more oonvemently to the purposes 
. of disguise. After having deliberately weighed the chances for and 
against detecticoL I resolved to run thensk; and accordingly I stained 
my eyebrows with some of the dve common in the harem ; concealed 
my female attire beneath a magniacent pelisse, lined with sables, which 
fastened from my chin to my feet ; nuUed a j%z low upon mr brow : 
and, proceeded by a servant with a lantern, attended by the Bev, and 
followed bv the kiara and a pipe-bearer, at half-past ten o'clock 1 
sallied fortn on my adventurous errand. . ^ 

We had not mentioned to either the wife or the mother of the Bey 
whither we were bound, being fearful of alarming them unnecessarily; 
and they consequently remained perfectly satisfied with the assurance 
of the old gentlmnan, that I was anxious to see the Bosphoms by 
moonlight ; though a darker night never spread its mantle over the 
earth. 

I am extremely doubtful whether, on a less exciting occasion, I 
could have kept time witii the rapid pace of my compamon, over the 
vile pavement of Constantinople; as it was, however, I dared not 
give way, lest any one among the individuals who followed us, and 
who were perhaps bound on the same errand, should penetrate my 
di&guise. 

If we escape from St. Sophia unsuspected," said my chivalrous 
friend, "we will then make another bold attempt: we will visit 
the Mosque of Sultan Achmet ; and as this is a high festival, if you 
risk the adventure, who will have done what no iimdel has ever yet 
dared to do ; but 1 forewarn vou that, should you be discovered^ and 
fyj] to makeyoni escape on tne instant, you wT!Sii"\ife \otdl\» ^^Rft«a, 
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This assertion somewhat staggered me, and for an instant my woman- 
spirit quailed ; I contented myself, however, with briefly replying : 

When we leave St. Sophia^ we will talk of this," and continued to 
walk beside him in silence. At length we entered the spacious court 
of the mosque, and as the servants stooped to withdraw my shoes, 
the Bey murmured in my ear: "Be fim, or you are lost!" — and 
making a strong effort to subdue the feeling of mingled awe and fear, 
which was n4[)idlv stealing over me, I pulled the/b deeper upon my 
eye-brows, and obeved. 

On passing the threshold, I found myself in a covered peristvle, 
whose gigantic columns of granite are partially sunk in the wall of 
which tney form a part; the floor was covered with fine matting, and 
the coloured lamps, whioh were suspended in festoons from the lofty 
ceiling, shed a broad light on all the surrounding objects. In most 
of the recesses formedl)y the pillars, b^gars were crouched down, 
holding in front of them their Httle metal basins, to receive ^id paras 
of the charitable ; while servants, lounged to and fro, or squatted in 

f'oups upon the matting, awaiting the egress of their employers. As 
looked around me, our own att^idant moved forward, ana raising 
the curtain which veiled a double door of bronze, situated at mid-length 
of the peristyle, I jnvolnntarily shrank back before the blaze of light 
that burst upon me. 

Far as the eye could reach upwards, circles of coloured fire, appear- 
ing as if suspended in mid-air, designed tiie form of the stupendous 
dome ; while beneath, devices of every shape and colour were formed 
by myriads of lamps^ of various hues : the imperial doset^^ situated 
opposite to the pulpit, was one blaze of refu^nce, and its gilded 
liuitices flashed l)ack the brilliancy, tiU it looked like a gigantic 
meteor! 

As I stood a few jpaoes within the doorway, I could not distinguish 
the limits of the edinoe ; I looked forward, upward, to the right hand, 
and to the left, but I could only take in a given space, covered with 
human beings, kneeling in regular lines, and at a certain signal bowing 
their turbaned heads to the earth, as if one soul and one impulse 
animated the whole congregation; while the shrill chanting of the 
choir pealed through the vast pile, and died away in lei^^thened 
cadences among the tall dark pillars which support.it. 

And this was St. Sophia! To me it seemed like a creation of 
enchantment ; the light, the ringing voices, the mysterious extent, 
which baffled the earnestness of my gaze ; the ten thousand turbaned 
Moslems, aU kneeling with their faces turned towards Mecca, and at 
mtervals laying their foreheads to the earth ; the bright and various 
colours of the dresses, and the rich and glowing tints of the carpets 
that veiled the marble floor, aU conspired to form a scene of such 
unearthly magnificence, that I felt as though there could be no reality 
in what I looked on, but that, at somcisudden signal, the towerin£[ 
columns would fail to support the vault of light above them, and all 
would become void. 

I had forgotten everything in the mere execc^sy^ ^1 'TNSfs^N '^oRk 
danger of detection, the flight of time, a^os^mj Q'<<l^CL\^<£D^s^s^^'^^5^ 
mjr oampunion uttered the single 'wora " Gkl--CQimfe**--«s^^ -^sksj 



140 THE CITY OP THE SULTAK. 

•forward to another door on the opposite side of the boDding, I 
instinctiyely followed him, and once more found myself in the conrt. 

What a lon^ breath I drew, as the cold air swept across my fore- 
head ! I felt uke one who has suddenly stepped beyond the circle of 
an enchanter, and dissolved the spell of some mighly magia 

'' Whither shall we now bend our way?" asked my companion, as 
we resumed our shoes. 

" To Sultan Achmet," I answered, briefly. I could not have be- 
stowed many words on my best Mend at that moment; the voy effort 
at speech was painfuL 

In ten minutJes more we stood before the Mosque of Sultan Achmet. 
and, ascending the noble flight of steps which led to the principal 
entrance, we again cast off our shoes, and entered the temple. 

Inflnitely less vast than St. Sophia, this mosque impressisd me with 
a feeling of awe, mucb greater than that which 1 had experienced in 
visiting its more stately neighbour— four colossal pillars of marble, 
five or six feet in circumference, support the dome, and these were 
wreathed with lamps even to the summit ; while tiie number of lights 
suspended from ti^e ceiling gave the whole edifice the appearance of 
a space overhung with stfus. We entered at a propitious moment, 
for the fiaithfiil were performing their prostrations, and had con- 
sequently no time to speculate on our appearance; the chanting was 
wilder and shriller than that which I had lust heard at St. Sophia ; 
it sounded to me, in fact, more like the delirious outcry whi<£ we 
may suppose to have bec»L uttered by a band of Delphic Priestesses, 
than the voices of a choir of uninspired human beings. 

We passed onward over the yielding carpets, which returned no 
sound oeneath our footsteps : and there was something^ strangely 
supernatural in the spectacle of several human beings moving alon^, 
without creatdng a single echo in the vast snace they traversed. We 
paused an instant besidd the marb^e^urchea platform, on which the 
muezzin was performing his prostrations to the shrill cry of the choir; 
— we lingered!^another, to take a last look at the kneeling thousands 
who were absorbed in their devotions ; and then, rapidhr descending 
into the court, my companion uttered a hasty congratulation on the 
successful issue of our bold adventure, to which I responded a most 
heartfelt ''Amen " — and in less than an hour, I cast onmyfiz and my 

pelisse in tiie harem of Effendi, and exclaimed to its astonished 

inmates : — ^"I have seen the mosques ! " 

Knowing what I now know of the Turks, I would not run the same 
risk a second time, though the Prophet's beard were to be my recom- 
pense. Tliere are some circuinstances in which ignorance of the extent 
of the danger is its best antidote. 

But the feeling that remained on mv mind was vague even to pain ; 
I had seen St. Sophia, it is true, ana seen it in all the ^lory of its 
million lamps ; I nad beheld ii at a moment when no Christian eye had 
ever heretofore looked on it. and when detection would have involved 
instant destruction. I haa lifted aside the veil from the holy of 
holies, witnessed the prostration which followed the thrilling cry of 
''Allan B Allah !" and polluted, with the breath of a Giaour, the 
amosphere of the trae believers; IbadlooVedxx^go&.^^i^CSte^^-'Ui&sfi^ 
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as he stood withhis face turned Mccca-warii, liis pale brow cinctnred 
with gold, and his stately figure draped in white cachemere, and I had 
stood erect when evtrv head was bowed, and every knee bent at the 
name of the Prophet ; but atill I had no definile idea of the Mosque of 
St. Sophia ; on the ooutrarr, the wish that I had formerly felt to visit 
it grew to a positive craving from the hour in which I found myself ?t 
midnight beneath ita tire-sirdled dome, and elanced out into the deep 
and mysterious darkness bejond: and ij was not until months after- 
wards that it was satisfied, when the arrival of Count Bathiany, 
ta Hnngariau noblegnan, brother to the Princess Mcttcmich, gave 
an opportunity to the cuiioiu of indulging tJieir lion-hnntinB 
propensities. 

The party assembled at half'paat ten in the morning at one of the 
sates of the city, near the Seragho wall, known by the name of " The 
Gate of lie Garden," There were horsemen and pedestrians— ladies 
"11 arabas and on foot— spmce altaehia, grave elderly genllen- - 

— ■ ,.- ...._-._ _n, f ii. dragomen, foreign nob , 

ra and attendant^ carrying 
the slippers of their several masters. 

Put if the eye were confused by the nnmber of objects bv wliicli it 
was attracted as our party passed, process!on-]ik^ thongh the narrow 
streets, amid the comments and not nnfrequenUy lie scowls of the 
Turks, who bear bat impatieDtly this licensed piobnation of their 
temples, the eai was infimtelymoie so by the conAiaion of lanffuages 
which assailed it on all mdra; here, two Bnssiaiis almost sra tout 
teeth on edge as tiey ex<^haiu|ed a few senteiice»-^theTe, a coupU of 
Germans demded von for the fint moment into a belief iut tiiey were 
conversing in English ' on one side, a dark-eyed stranger begged yow 
pardon in nis low soft ItaliaiL for an awkwardness of which yon were 
not conscious, and tiius gave nimself an opportunity of addiesskig yon. 
during the morning, withoat rudeness — and on the other, two smart 
midshipmen laughed ont in the lightness of their hearts words which 
told of home, h«»use they were breathed in the language of your own 
land, while a constant choms of Tnrkish, Greek, and Arab, was kept 
ap by the attendants in the rear. 

At length we reached St. Sophia, and I felt my heart heat quicker 
as I onee more traversed the flagged court, and passed the elegtmt 
fountain, at which the faithful perform their ablutions, — with its 
projecting octagonal roof, ita marble basin, and its covering of close 
iron network, to protect the spring from the pollution of (he birds. 

At tie entrance of the perisij;le to which I iiave before alluded, we 

Suton the slippers we had provided, and, as soon as we had all passed, 
le doors were closed. 

How different was the aspect of every object around me from that 
which it wore on mv last visit ! Then, all was refulgent with light ; 
and now, a sacred gloom hung upon t^e dark walls, and floated like a 
veil about our path. Pew were they who did not pass on in silence ; 
for there is a power and a sublimity in scenes uke thft <a& L va. 
attempting to describe which Over&WC lot a,wU^ CTCa.*Ow£LiBi»^'''^W*. 
mioja, wbUe to the susceptible aod cooteiiqj^te^ «gi&S&&eKV»*> 
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One burst, rather of sound than speech— the "wpTldless tribute of 
irrepressible admiration— heralded our nassage across the block of 
porphyry upon which close the interior doors of the mosque; and in 
less than a moment the richly-carpeted floor of marble, porphyry, 
jasper, and verd-antique, was mosai^ with groups of gazers through- 
out its whole extent. Some stood riveted to the spot on whidi tney 
had first halted, as if touched by the wand of an enchanter, and 
scarcdy stirring a limb in the excess of their absorbing contemplation : 
others hurried rapidly along, as though breathless with easer ana 
impatient curiosity ; one tall pale man, with amber-colourecf mous- 
tadies and long tmn JBngers, was already taking notes, with his little 
red book resting against the boots that he earned in ms hand ; and a 
couple of antiquaries were just commencing a dispute sotto voce 
relative to some pillars of Egyptian granite on the left hand-side of 
the temple. 

Nor were the Imams idle ; for they had instantly detected Ihe 
nnhands<Hne intrusion of one traveller with his boots on ; an insult so 
|;reat, that no Moslem can tolerate it ; and thev were busily employed 
in compelling their removal, — accompanying the ceremony with cer- 
tain epithets addressed to the Giaour, with which, if he were unfor- 
tunate enough to miderstand thejn, he had no opportunity of feeling 
flattered. 

Our party ware not, however, the only tenants of the vast pile. A 
group of Ulemas xrere engaged in prayer as we entered, nor did they 
suffer our presence to interfere with their devotions ; and almost in 
the centre of the floor knelt a party of women simibiriy engaged, 
while a couple of children, who had accompanied them, were cnasing 
each other over the rich carpets. 

An erroneous impression has obtained in Europe that females do 
not attend, or rather, I should perhaps say, are not permitted to enter, 
the mosques \ this, as I have lust shown, is by no means the case : 
the entnmce is forbidden to them only during the midnight prayer. 
And, in like manner, I had been taught to believe, before I visited 
the country, that the Turks denied to their women the possession of 
souls, — this is as false a position as the other. It is true that the 
lordly Moslem claims a paradise apart, where Hourii are to wreathe 
his brow with ever-blooming flowers— pour his sherbet in streams of 

Sjrfume into its crystal vas^ and fill his chibouk with fragrance.* 
ut, amid these voluptuous dreams, he does not quite overlook the 
eternal interests of his mere earthly partner ; I do not believe that 
her future enjoyments are as clearly defined as those which he arro- 

Sates to himself— there is a little harem-like mystery flung over the 
estiny that awaits her; but, meanwhile, he does not altogether shut 
her out from the promise of a hereafter, from which he himself anti- 
cipates so fuU a portion of felicity. 

rhe Turkish women are intuitively pious ; the exercises of religion 

* I am aware that I may here be taxed with an anachronism, and reminded that 
in the dajs of Mahomet the ose of tobacco was altogether onknown in TVirkeyi b«t 
I, nevertheless, maintain mj positioa, being perfect^ conyinoed tiiat the Hoorii 
would now beacon in t^ to a paradise of which the chibonqoe did not toxm a 
feature. 
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are admirably smted to tlieir style of existence. In tlie seclusion of 
tiie harem the hoar of prayer is an epoch of unwearying interest to 
the whole of its inhabitants; and there is something touching and 
beautifnl in the humility with which, when they have spread their 
prayer-carpets, th^ veil themselves with a scarf of white muslm, ere 
&ey intruoe into the immediate presence of their Maker. 

Beinff aware of all this, the appearance of females in the Mosque of 
St. Sophia did not produce the same effect upon me as upon many of 
the party. Those who were lately from Europe could scarcely believe 
their eyes ; and when, in reply to the remark of a person who stood 
near m^ expressing his astonishment at such an apparition, I 
explained to him that the presence of females in the different mosques 
was of constant and hourly occurrence, he looked so exceedingly 
annoyed at the sweeping awa^ of his ancient prejudices, that I venly 
believe he thought the denciency of the whole female empire of 
Turkey must be transferred to my own little person, and that I, at 
least, could have no souL 

Upon the whole, the first view of St. Sophia disapi)ointed me ; I 
had carried away an idea of much ^^ter extent ; spacious as it was, 
I could now see from one extiemitv of the wide emfice to the other. 
I was no longer bewildered by the blaze of innumcsrable lights ; and 
I know not wherefore, but I regretted the m][sterious indistinctness 
of outline which had thralled me during my midnight visit. 

Ignorant as I am also of architecture as a science, I have a sufficient 
perception of the beautiful and the symmetrical to make me hunent 
the incongruous medley of different orders and materials by which I 
was sunoundBd. What gigantic pillars encircle the dome ! What 
individual treasures are collected toother ! But with what reckless- 
ness are thc^ forced into juxti^^ition ! Columns of varying sizes 
and proportions; some of Egyptian granite, others of porphyry, 
others again of scagliola, and'^ranous precious marbles, ate scattered, 
like the fragments of many distinct buildinffs, throughout the whole 
body of the edifice. The eye is bewildereoC and the mind remains 
unsatisfied. 

!E^t of the porphyry pillars are relics of the temple of Heliopolis ; 
while those of verdrantique are from that of I^hesus. The walls are 
lined with marUe» jailer, porphyry, and verd-antique, to the height of a 
gallery which surrounds the temple ; and which, like the base of the 
building, is floored with rich marbles, and supportQd by plain columns 
of the same materiaL But tiie dome, which, was formerly adorned 
with minute mosaics, was white-washed when the Turks converted 
St. Sophia into a mosque : and the original richness of the design is 
now only to be decipherea in spots where the plaster has fallen away ; 
added to which, the inferior Imams attached to the building make a 
trade of the fragments, of mosaic that they are continuaUy tearing 
down, and which are eagerly bought up by travellers, who thus 
encourage a Vandalism whose destructive effects are irreparable. 

Before we ascended to the gallery, we were introduced to one of 
the miracles of the place, in the shape of a column, a portion of 
whose surface is cased with iron, in one part of which a deep cavity 
is worn away beneath the metal ; and into this orifice the visitor is 
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inyited to insert his finger, in order to convince hunself of the 
hnmidity of the marble. This column is called by the Imams '*the 
Sweating Stone ;" but if the indignation of the inanimate matter at 
tiie transformation of a Christian temple into a Mahoinmedanmos^ 
have really reduced it to a state of perpetual and pal^mble perspura- 
tion, I am under the necessity of confessing that the miracle was not 
wrought for me ; for, on nuJang the trial, I was oanscioiis only of an 
extreme chilL 

Hence we ascended by ayery dilapidated and crumbling spiral 
stair to the gallery, devoted originally to the use of the women, and 
capacious enough io contain several hundreds ; and here the mosaie 
merdiants plunged their hands into their breasts, and from amid the 
folds of their garments drew forth some thousands of the gilt and 
coloured stones which they had torn away from the elabantdy- 
omamented dome. 

These were soon disposed of, and then we were permitted to oon- 
template at our ease the marvels of the mighty pik, with its vast 
uncumbered space, its bronzed columns (manv of them clamped with 
iron to enable them to resist more powerful^ the ravages of time), 
and the huge, diapeless, mystic^looking masses of dark shadow imme- 
diately beneath the dome, which, after you have lost yourself in a 
thousand vague conjectures on their naturo and purport, turn cmt to 
be nothing more than the.mere daubing of some journeyman painter, 
for the purpose of effacing two mighty cherubim that, in days of. 
yore, j>omtea to the Christian votary the way to Heaven, but whidi 
now, m the dim twilight of the place, look like familiar spurit& tihspe- 
less and grim, guarding the aocumumted relics of the days of pagan- 
ism, congregated beneath them. 

The view from this gallery, at the upper extremity of the mosque, 
is extremely imposing ; from that jpoint you take in, and feel, all tiie 
extent of the emfice, whose effect is rendered the more strildng, from 
the fact that it is entirely laid bare beneath you, being totaS^ firee 
from the divisions and subdivisions which in Catholic chapeLs are 
necessary for the location of the different shrines. Plain and nnor- 
namented, save by the casing of marble akeady alluded to, the walls 
tower upward in severe • be^ty, until they reach the base of the 
stately dome, which is i>oised, as if by some mighbr magic, on the 
capitab of a circle of gigantic and ruddy-fashioned piUars^ imme- 
diately beneath you are the columns that support the gallmr m which 
vou stand, throughout the whole extent of the temple ; while on your 
left hand the marble pulpit, with its flight of noble steps, shut in by 
a finely-sculptured door of the same material, and on your right the 
imperial closet, with its gilded lattices, complete the detail dP the 
picture. 

The two huge waxen candles occupying the sides of the arched 
recess, or mihrab, at the eastern end oi the ouilding, are lighted every 
night, and last exactly twelve months ; thev are the very Gog and 
Magog of wax-chandlery, and must be at least eighteen laches in 
circumference. 

Li making the tour of the gallerv, we came upon a door that had 
been stopped with masonry; the framfi into ^\i;is^ id^^^^sD^^&aS^ 
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fitted is of white marble, and remaiiis quite perfect. There are traces 
of violence on the brick-work, which appears to have been secured by 
some' powerfol cement that has indurated with age, until it has 
acquired the solidity of stone, and has become capable of resisting any 
oroinary effort to remove it ; and this door is tne second miracle of 
St. Sophia. 

The legend runs that the united attempts of aS the masons of 
Stamboul are powerless against the rude masonry that blocks the 
entrance of this passage^y reason of a wondrous and most potent 
talisman, which human means have as yet failed to weaken ; but that 
it conducts to an apartment in which a Greek bishop is seated before 
a reading-desk perusing an open volume of so holy a nature that 
to Moslem eye must ever rest upon it. Nor does the tradition 
end here, for both the Turks and Greeks have a firm faith in the 
proohecies which have been made, that St. Sophia will one day revert 
to tne Christians, on which occasion the wallea-up bishop will emerge 
from his eonceaiment, and chant a solemn hi^ mass at the great 
altar. 

The latter portion of the legend would imply that the superstition 
is of remote origm. I felt »ad of this — tnese mystic imaginings 
require to be enveloped in tne mist of centuries, in order to elevate 
the ridiculous into the sublime, and to attract our fancy without 
revolting our reason. 

From the gaUery we passed out upon the leads that cover the infe- 
rior cupolas of tne building, and screen the mausoleums of the 
Sultans, and other distinguished personages, whose ashes repose 
within the holy precincts of St. Sophia ; and, after traversing a num- 
ber of these, and crouching through several low and narrow stone 
passages, stopping at intervab to contemplate the magnificent views 
that were spr^ out beneath us on all sides, and which varied every 
moment as we advanced, we at length found ourselves at the foot 
of the ruinous and crumbling stair, or rather ascent (for the traced 
of steps are almost worn away), leading to the gallery encircling 
the dome. 

Few of the party were disheartened by the difficolty ; and, accord- 
ingly, we slipped smd scrambled towards the summit, and resolved to 
see all the marvels of the place ; but when the narrow door which 
opens from the gallerv was flung back b v the guide, " a change came 
o er the spirit of our cbeam," — and out of the hundred individuals who 
were lion-hunting at St. Sophia, there were only seven who possessed 
nerve enough to make the tour of the dome. Many a fair lady and 
gallant kuight leant for an instant over the slender fence, and looked 
down into the bodv of the buildin? while clinging firmly to the rail ; 
gazing on men reduced to the oimensions of pigmies, and wide 
carpets dwindled to the proportions of a pocket nandkerchief; but 
a brief survey oontoited tnem, and the^ drew back from the dizzy 
spectacle, with swimming heads and acmng eves. 

Seven individuals only, as I have BkeaAv mentioned, detached 
themselves from the throng, of which numoer I "^^ ^Tifc\ «sA.X. 
understood at once the secret of the line oi ^^|dp^ \)&b^ ^»i^ ^^^^ 
me so forcibly on the mght of my first ^^t,\irViai\Tcm3K^^^^»*^ 

L . 
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clustered lamps which were still attached to the lower raflinff of 
the gallery; and I wondered no longer at the sublime effect tner 
had produced, as I perceived the immense height at which they had 
be^i placed. > . . 

The path we had to follow was about a foot in widUi, and tiie 
slight railing that protected it was secured by iron bars to the wall 
beyond; but in two places the projecting l^ge that farmed the 
passage had lost its horizontal position, and sloped downwards at 
the outer edge, giving a most uncomfortable projection to the 
wooden fence; theselittle inconveniences were, however, amj^ 
compensated by the sublime effect of the edifice, seen thus, as it 
seemed, from the clouds; while the beautiful proportions of the 
dome became tenfold more evident as the eye took in its whole 
extent, unbewildered by the immense space which had baffled it from 
below. 

While I stood ga2dng on the magnificent spectacle spread Ofut 
beneath me, a couple of doves winged their tranquil fli^^ht across the 
body of the mosque, to their resting-places on the opposite side of the 
building. As these birds are held sacred by the Mussulmauns, th^ 
abound about all tlicir public edifices, and multiply to an extraor- 
dinary extent ; and theu: appearance at a moment when' my haacv 
was awakened, and my feelings excited bv the objects of beauty ana 
of gxupdeur tnia,t surrounded me, produced an effect so jpowerfrd as to 
give birth to a very different tram of ideas from those in which I had 
previously been indulging.* 

The tour of the gallery completed our survev of the (ai-famed. 
St. Sophia^ and flinging off the slippers which we nad drawn over our 
shoes, we exchangc^i the marble noor, covered with yielding carpets, 
for the steep and stony streets leading to the Mosque of Sultan 
Achmet. 

On passing through the Atmeidan (or Place of Horses), on one side 
•of which the mosque is situated, a large plane-tree was pointed out to 
me, from whose branches Sultan Mahmoud caused several of the prin- 
cipal Janissaries to be hanged, during the destruction of that formid- 
able body^ whence it is called by the Turks " The Tree of Groans." 
The exterior of the building was abready familiar to me, as it was from 
the courtyard of Sultan Achmet that I had seen the procession of tiie 
Kourbim-Bairam ; but of its interior 1 retained only the same dreamy, 
indistinct impression which I had carried away on the same occasicHi 
from St. Sophia. 

The Mosaue of Sultan Achmet is remarkable for the immensity of 
the four colossal columns that support the dome, to which I liave 
already alluded : and from the fact that the decree against tiie Janis- 
saries was unrolled and read by the chief priest from its marble pulpit. 
An air of solemn and religious grandeur is shed over it by the aim 
twilight that enters through the windows of clouded glass ; and it 
possesses a side gallery, roofed with mosaic and supported by marble 
pillars, which produces a very pleasing effect ; but oeyond this, there 

* The height of the mosque to the summit of the dome is 185 French feet; the 
dome itself, from the ^Uery to the leads, 47 j and its diameter. Si. 
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is little to attract in its detail, if, indeed, I except the curious and 
valuable collection of antique vases, many of them richly inlaid with 
mother-of-pearl and various coloured stones (and all of them, as 
the Imam assured ns, authentic), which are suspended from the 
transverse bars of iron that support the lamps, intermixed with 
ostrich-eggs, bunches of com in the ear, and similar symbols of 
abundance. 

The inner court of the mosque is truly beautiful, bemg surrounded 
by an open cloister supported by graceful columns, in the Arabian 
tast^ whose capitals resemble clusters of stalactites, and whose 
slender shaffcs shoot upwards almost with the lightness of a minaret. 
In the centre of the court a stately fountain pours forth its sparkling 
waters; and on the left hand as you enter is situated the marble 
balcony, from which are read all the imperial firmans that possess public 
interest. Near the gate of entrance stands an immense block of por- 
phyry, of singular beuity, resting u^n two masses of stones, on which 
the aead are exposed previous to theu: interment :' no corpse being per- 
mitted to defile the interior of the mosque, and the Sultims themselves 
having the funeral nrayers read over them in the open air. 
^ The Mosque of Sultan Achmet is the only one m the city that has 
six minarets. This peculiaritv arose from the desire of the Sultan to 
be the first monarch who should build a mosque in his capital rivalling 
that of Mecca in the number of its minarets ; but, as tms could not 
be done without permission of the Mufti, compliance with the impe- 
rial request was delayed until steps had oeen taken to increase those 
at Mecca to seven, as it was not deemed expedient for any other 
mosque to emoy the same privileges as that which is sanctified by the 
presence of tne Prophet's tomb. 

G^ese minarets are arranged with the most beautiful taste ; two of 
them are attached tothe main body of the building^ while the four others 
pierce through the dense foliage of the stately forest-trees which 
encircle the mosque with an irregularity singularljr graceful Their 
tranin>arent ^dlenes of perforated masonry (tnree in number) girdle 
the slender shafts with the lightness and delicacy of net-worl^ and 
their pointed spires, touched with gold, gleam out like stars through 
the clear blue of tiie surrounding horizon. 

From the Mosoue of Sultan Achmet we proceeded to that of Soli- 

mani^, built by oolvman the Magniificent, which is C9nsidered to be 

the most ele^;ant edince in Stamboul. Its interior is eminently cheerful 

«and attractive; and the splendid windows of stained ^lass are the 

?)oils of its founder, who, subsequently to a victory obtamed over the 
ersians, bore them away in triumph to enrich the nresent building, 
which was then in a state of progression. The four pillars that support 
the dome are slight and well-proportioned, but the four porphyry 
columns which form the angles oi the temple are the bo£^ ot the 
edifice ; they originally servea as pedestals to as manv antique statues, 
and are of surpassing symmetry. St. Sophia, amid all the remains 
which are collected beneath its roof, possesses nothing so fine ; and. 
independently of these, there is a greater attempt at architectural 
eb^ration throughout the whole building than in either of the mosques 
that we had preYiously visited. 

l2 
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Tkepn^it is TCiT peculiar, being shaped soracirhaifikoflieUonom 
of the arum, Thidk it the more resemhiea &otn the fact that Qie 
marble vhereof it is formed is of the most ancrax whiteness; and 
the'RTcat doora of the toaia eAtnmoe tat tichlf inla3 vith derioes d 
mother-of-pearl 

Attachedto thBTtfl,neafthepMfannof thenfoei^ tucftHailoiK 
scroti of psrchmeDt^ on whidi are traced, in black and goo, tki 
Kwmnd-plibs of the fire prineipsl ttosgnies ra the i*orld— Vis. tbpib of 
HetCo, HediAa, Jemsdem, St. Sophia, sftd Admnople. It is eri- 
deat^ of great aOtiqaitT. and «a3 precis^ the description of t^ 



.. . js aA otgect of connderable int^est. 

There is oAe Jtecnliaritf iii th» Moatpie tX SdhmaAii, vhich it irtte 
an ilnjuatice to the Tmkuh goreraiiteat to pass over in sileifce, and 
-nhicli is in ftaelf so interesto^ that I am sctfprised no traveller has 
yet ms^ it inaXter of reeord. 

An open psJleiT, etten*!- alonff the *hde of fh* noHlierA aide of 
the edisce, is filled ^h chests of various sizes and deaei^itdais, piled 
one on the other, and carefulBy marked : these chests contain treasury 
. pTinCil«llrE(i««iai(*er and jewels, to start *moM(^a»d arc aUtlwe 
prorcrly of inmyianals who, i« the efent of their leamng the eonnby, 
f amrl y misttnderstandin^, or from other Causes, reqnne a f^iee <& 
safety ia whicb to deposit their it^th. Each puiktst J/f^og^ acca- 
nctely described, and scnipulcAiafr atiOiaeA, is Amvea am. registered 
at Solicaanii by the proper antAorities, tatd there it remaiiia intact 
and inviolate, despite national eonTolsions and minister diui^. 
No event, however nnexpected, or however eXtfaofdinsry,is suffered 
to a^ect me sacredncss of the trust ; and no coosidetatlon of country 
or of retigfion, militates i^aiASt the admission of itncfi ^posits as 
ma; be t«iiiered by persons anxions to iecnie their proper^ against 
easnaltiee. 

On one side may be seen the tbrtffne of an orphan, confided to the 
keeping of the directors of the institation during iis minority ; on the 
otber^ Rie capital of a merchant who is pnrsuing his traffic over the 
seas. Afl ctesses and all creeds aKke avaj! themselves of the Security 
of the depository ; and, although an initiviiina! may fail to reclaim his 
propcfty for twenty, fifty, or even an unlimited mraiber of years, no 
sealiseter broken, no lock is ever forced. And(lcspil.c thitfhis great 
National Bank, for as such it Oiaj truly be considerpd, offers no! only 
an easy, bnt an efficient and abundant mean of supply, no instance has 
ever been known in which government has made an effort to avail 
itself of the treasures of SolimaniS. As the property is deposited so 
is it withdrawn — the proper docntoents are produred, and tiie chest 
or desk is delivered np without the demand of a piastre from those 
who have acted as its guardians. 

The despotism of the Turkish government cannot, in this instance, 
be subject of complaint; when, amid aU its reverses, and all its 
necessities, it has ever respected the property thus trustingly confided; 
wlnle it can scarcely be denied that the admirable integrity, which 
ia the great safc^ard of the heaped-up wealth within the walla 
of the mosque, is at least as worthy of commendation as the 
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geiierous liberalily which has forborne to levy a tax upon so vdoable 
la privilege. 

Prom uie mosque we jMfised out by a /charming coveied walk to the 
mausolenm of the magumc^t Solyman : an elegant cupolaed building, 
with a fluted roof projecting about £wo feet forward, cased with 
^larble on the oigiside, sm finely pwted within in dejicate frescoes. 
An enormous plane-tree nings its tortuous branches over the beautiful 
edifice, which nas far more the aspect of a temple than a tomb ; and the 
sunshine falls fiickeringly on the marble st^s, as it struggles through 
the fresh leaves. , The floor is richlv carpeted, and along the centre are 
nuL^ed the sarcophagi of Solyman the ]Ei{agnifi,cent and his successor, 
of Sultan Achmet, and of the ^o daughters of the imperial founder 
of the mosque. Those of the Sultans are adorned with lofty turbans 
of white muslin, decorated with aigrettes, and attached to the sarco- 
phagi by costly shawls ; the tombs of the princesses are coveisdplainly 
with cachemire of a dark grcien colour, and are* considerably u^ured 
by time. 

An admirable piodel of the Mosque of Mecca occupied a stand ob the 
right of the entrance, and was an c)b|ect of general curiosity ; it was 
well executed, and gave an excellent idea not only of the builain|? itself 
but of the approaches to it. . The fomb of the JProphet occupied the 
centre of the plan ; and the line pf road^ cov^ed with pilgrinis, with its 
mountain bamer and halting-places, enabled the spectator to form an 
accurate judgment of the locality. 

In all mausoleums of this description (and they abound in Con- 
stantinople) a priest each day lights up the nuge wax candles that are 
placed at the feet of the sarcophagi, and leaves them burning while he 
reads a chapter from the Koran. Svei^ part of the building is kept 
scrupulously clean, and a grain of dust is never suffered to poiute the 
tombs ; the light is froely admitted to the interior, and no feeling of 
dioom ooanetAa itself with tiiese resting-places of the dead, which are 
the Yciy types of luxury a^d comifgrt. 

Each mausoleum has its peculiar priest, which renders a fact that at 
first stariled meHnfinitdy less surprising ; I aUude to the immense 
number of individuals attached to the service of each mosque — St. 
Sophia ^lone, as I have been credibly informed, affording occupation to 
more than three hundred persons ! 

Thiree accessories an indispensable to a mosque^ — a clock, a foun- 
tain, aijbd a minaret^ the chdf. determines die hour of prayer— the foun- 
tain epaiUcs ti)e faithful to perform their ablutions — and the minaret 
supplies the gaUery whence the muezzin warns the pious to the temple 

But, ind£»^ently of these, every imperial mosque possesses also 
its itedrescn or college, where the Sopktas are instructed at the expense 
of the establishment ; and its Imaret. or receiving-house for pilgrims, 
where wayfaring stnmgers are looged and fed, and the poor are 
idieyed at a ceixain homr each day. when a distribution of food takes 
I^ace to all who think prpper to aolicit it. In the event of a Kourban. 
or Baorifioe, it is in the Imaret that the animal is put to death, and 
flhasef} among tlm niaedy vho dirong its entrance to benefit by the 
pioiui offeriiag. 
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The Mosgae of Sultan Mahmoud at Tappbannid is greatlf eDhanoed' 
in beauty by the splendid fountain and dock-house which lie has 
built on- either side^ of the entrance: and whose ^ded lattice- 
work and paintings in arabesque, are truly Oriental m their taste ; 
this small but elegant mosque is also remarkable for the gilt spires 
of its minarets, and the stm^ely flight of marble steps by idiidi it is 
approached. 

The ruins of a mosque still remain in Gonstantmople which was 
overthrown by an earuiquake, wherein the tomb of the Sultain by 
whom it was built was covered with a slab of red marble, said 
to have been the identical stone on which our Saviour was stetched 
on his descent from the cross, embalmed, and prepared for the 
sepulchre ! 

All the princiiMil mosques are surrounded, and partially over- 
shadowed, by ancient and stately trees, that, in many cases, vp^esr to 
be coeval with the edifice, and through whose leafy screen poraons of 
the white building gleam out in strong relief ; and these are dombiated 
in their turn by the arrowy minarets, which, springing from a dense 
mass of foliage, cut sharply against the dear sky, and heighten the 
beauty of the picture. 

I have sddom spent a morning of more absorbing intecest than that 
which I passed among the mosques of Constantinople. 



CHAPTER XXm 

Antiqiiities of Constantinople— Ismiel Bffiendi— The Atmddan— The ObeUsk— The 
Delphic Tripod— The Column of Constantine— The Tdiemberld Tudi— TiM Cte- 
tern of the Thousand and One Colomns— The Boudroum— The Roman Dmifeons 
— Ydri-Batan-Serai'— The Lost Traveller— Extent of Uie Cistern— Aqnedoet of 
Justinian— Palace oL Constantino— TOmb of Heradins— The Seren Towen— An 
Ambassador in seardi ctfTlruth— Tortures (tfUie Prison. 

The antiquities of Constantinople are few in number; and when 
the by-past fortunes of Byzantium are taken into consideration, not 
remarkably interesting. I shall consequently say little upon the 
subject, and the rather that more competoit writers than myself have 
already described them ; and that these relics of departed centuries 
are not calculated to be treated a ttUto volo di netma. But, as it is 
imoossible to pass them over altogether in silence. I shall meiely 
endeavour to describe their nature and the effect which they produod 
upon myself. 

Perhaps the most curious remain of b3i;-gone dm now existing, and 
certainly that which is the least known, is TM-Baiam-^Serai. literally, 
the " Swallowed up Palace," anciently called FkUwmot. I had heard 
much of this extraordinary old Boman work, but we had repeatedly 
failed in our attempts to visit it, from the fact of its oj^ning mto the 
court of A Turkish haase, whdte owbiek WMi\D\>t&z««s«'^iiQa3\%V^sn}imi^ 
to the intrusion of straiigesrs. 
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We "were not, however, fated to leave Constaatinpple without effect- 
ing our pxupose; which we ultimately accomplisaed through the 
medium of one of the Sultan's physicians, who provided us with such 
att^odance as insured our success. Ismael Effendi, Surgeon-in-chief 
of the Anatomical School attached to tiie Serai Boumou, volunteered 
to become our escort, and we gladly avEuled ourselves of nis kindness. 
He was a fine, vivacious, intelligent young man^ endowed with an 
energy and mobjlity perfectly Greek, combined with that gentle and 
quiet courtesy so essentially Thrkish : and we were, furthermore, 
accompanied by one of his friends who spoke the French language 
with tolerable fluency, and a soldier of the Palace Guard, to 
prevent our collision with the passers by — a precaution which the 
rapid and virulent spread of the plague had rendered essentially 
necessary. 

We &Rst directed our steps to the Atmeidan. or Place of Horses, 
the ancient race-course of the Komans, in which stands a handsome 
Egyptian obelisk of red granite, placed there by Theodosius, and 
resting upon a pedestal of white marble, whereon are coarsely 
represent^ his victories, in very ill-executed alto relievo. The 
obelii^ is sixty feet in lieight, and elaborately ornamented with 
hieroglyphics. 

Near it are the remains of the Delphic Tripod ; the brazen heads 
of the' serpents are wanting; and it is asserted that one of them was 
struck off Dy Sultan Achmet at a single blow of his scimitar. 

The Turk^ are extremely jealous of this interesting remain, as they 
have a tradition that, when it is either destroyed or displaced, Con- 
stantinople will fall once more into the hands and under the power of 

M m ^%\ ^j* ^ * 1*j1* 1*1* til Ji 




buy this with all your gold, for it is our talisman, and you are Franks 
ana Infidels." 

About one hundred paces beyond the Tripod, the loftjr monument of 
Gonstantine, denuded of the coating of metal \iy which its coarse 
masonry is said to have been once concealed, rears its head ninety feet 
from the euth, and appears, &om its immense height and small circum- 
ference, superadded to the apparently careless and insecure maimer in 
which the stones are put together, to stand erect only by a miracle. 

But far more curious than either of these is the TcAemberle TascA, 
or Burnt Pillar, situated at a short distance from the Tower of the 
Seraskier. It was originally brought by Gonstantine from the Temple 
of AjK>llo, at Bome, and was placed upon an hexagonal pedestal, 
within wmdi were built up several portions of the Holy Cross, whence 
tiie small square in which it stood became a place of prayer. When 
first transported to Constantinople, it was surmounted by a statue of 
the gocL mm the chisel of Phidias, of which the head was surrounded 
by a halo. But the conaueror appropriated the figure, and caused to 
be inscribed beneath it, The Justice of the Sun to the Ilbisstt\si«^ 
Gonstantine." 



The destmction of the statue is divexse\y cx.p\8icwfc'^\ii $i>S«^s&» 
JSsquiZichi declares it to \\aNft ^oecsL^^'^^xw^'^^'^ '' 
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thunderbolt: Anna de Conmena asserts tiiat it ma orertiirowiLliy ■ 
Btrooa' Boutherlf wind during the ram oi Aleziua de Comnena, mi 
tW^ killed seVend peiwms m its ^ ; vhile other aaliion mentkn 
that it vas merelymiitilated by the nrst acoident, and nttolj rained 
by the second. The pedestal bean an inscnption, now nearly oUi- 
tuated, wiiicfa mt? be thnsiemteced from the onginal Greek: — 



I dedlcUs to Th« ttiii on, iiil))«ct to Ttaa, 
And ttie Sceptre, and Uie Bnipin of Rome. 
Giuid Uie CI^, mud piotect It troa ill nil." 

The pillaT is ninety feet in height, and (he pedestal meaaoies tfaii^ 
feet at its base; it has suffered seveiek from flre as veU as from tim^ 
and a strong wire-work has been carefollr erected id>ont^ to OTereqi 
its &lling to pieces, as it is rent and rirai in every direction. 1( is to 
be deplored that this interesting relic is bnilt in on all mdes by nnsi^ltl; 
houses. • 

From the TV j«nti«rU2'(MeA we proceeded to Tisit a dstem caHedby 
the Turks Bix-Febir-Dir^, or, the '"nunsand and One," in allnsial) 
to the nmnber of cahmms thM^ support it. It is oe immense subter. 
lanean, of which the roof is in redity sustained by three hundred and 
thirty-six piUan of COtme marble, es^ formed of two or more blocks. 

These pulan are now buried to one-third of tlieir hekht in the earth, 
the water-coarseB havii^beentDnied, and the cistern dried np. for the 
pnipose of receiving the mbbish which was flung out when the foan- 
dations of St. Sophia were laid. It is now occupied hj silk-windera, 
and they have become so accustomed to the sight of visitors, that they 
scarcely soffer yon to descend the first flight of steps before they aU 
quit their wheels, and begin ahonting for baekichuh. The channel 
worn in the stone by the passage of the water that once flowed into the 
cistern is distinguishable on three different sides of the subterraneaii, 
which is lit by narrow grated inndows level with the roof; and the 
echoes, prolonged and flnng back by t^ vaulted recesses^ have a soond 
so hollow and aupernatnral, that tiiey ^ipeat like the distant miit- 
teringa of fiends. 

As we were about to quit BiH-VebirSim, one <if the EdDk-SpiimBni 
informed as that there was another smaUerj^Wrtnim, or snbternuieaii, 
in the neighbourhood, to which be offered to conduct ns, honegt^ 
admitting, at the same time, that the atmosphere that we sliocJa 
breathe there was so nnwholesome that few persons ventureil to 
indulge their curiosity by descending into it. lluthw we aoocn^tingly' 
went, and the less reluctantly as we ascertained by the way that Qua 
aiso bad been converted into a spinning establishment, where fifty or 
sixty persons were constantly employed. 

A snort walk over the rubbish of an ancient fire brou^ ns to ^m 
narrow doot of this second aabterranean. And we had iu>t descended 
A dozen steps, ere we were perfectly convinced of &e accnracv of tho 
information giveo to us by tho guide. Each felt as thongti a wtt 
mthsd suddeojf beenwoniiaaboii!b\uia', e&^^« 
'- — "9 beings wbo were tomng tt» ccWnn^"* 
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demonstrated the Tinhealthiness of the atmosphere; they were all 
deadly white, and looked like a society of resuscitated corses. We 
had heard a confusion of yoices from the moment that we approached 
the neighbourhood of Bin-Vebir-Direg, but all was silence within the 
ioudroum, where we now found ourselves ; while the blended curiosity 
and astonishment with which every eye was turned uponus^ was a con- 
vincin^ proof that the unfortunates who tenanted it were httle used to 
the sigbx of strangers. 

Immediaitely that we had descended into the vault, they simultane- 
ously desired us to hdeig in continual motion during our stay, alleging 
that the exercise consequent on their occupation was their only pre- 
servative against destruction: and coi^&nning the truth of tneir 
stat^ent by the melandioly tale of a man who had come a few weeks 
previously to visit one of their company, and who remained quietiy 
smoking upon his mat for several hours, after which he was seized 
with lethargy, and died. 

As the lower orders (^Orientals universally believe every Frank to 
be, if not actuallv a physician by profession, al least perfectlv conver- 
sant wijth the " healing art," a group of the pallid wretches by whom 
we weDB surrounded unmediately befiian to apply to my father foi: 
advice and assistance ; wlien the ^ooo-natured Ismael £ffendi volun- 
teered to jp^respribe for them^^ and listened with the greatest patience to 
a list of ailments, engendered by the ietid atmosphere, and quite beyond 
the reach of medicine. 

This cistern aUhon^ of considerablv less extent than Bin-Febir- 
pir^f being si^pportea only by one ana thirty pillars, is nevertheless 
infini^ly handsomer, as the columns are at least thnce the circum- 
ference of the "Thousand and One," and uncovered to their base; 
two only are imperfect ; and the cuntp d*ceil from midway of the stone 
stair ^ piost imposing* 

On emerging irom this dim and vapour-freighted vault, we inquired 
of the guide whom we bad retained, whether he could direct us to any 
other object of interest in that quarter of the city ; wheiL after some 
hesitation, allured by the promise Held out to hun of a liberal bcuik' 
ichu^j he at length admitted th^ there was a Boudroum about half a 
mile mm thenoe, which was but little known, and into which no Frank 
had ever been admitted. Th^i followed a host of assurances of the 
danger that he incurred by pointing it out to us, and of which we 
readily understood the motive ; and, after receiving a second promise 
of reward, he ultimately led the way through one or two narrow 
streets, when, passing under a large doorway, we found ourselves in a 
dilapidated luian, where a dozen old men were seated on low stools, 
winding sijk. fiate our conductor procured lights, after which he 
preceded us down a flight of steps, terminating in a second door, 
whence a short stair descended into an extensive vault, supported by 
eight double arches of solid masonry, as perfect as though they had 
omy been comnleted on the previous day. 

Traversing this vault, we entered a second, perfectly dark^ of whifik 
the outer wall was strengthened by foui laise i^^XVoct^. ^V^^^^^t^^n^ 
cdA of Ihiffioxzer subterranean, we fonnd & fii^V. olxvs^mKii^^'^^^^Ks^/ 
wiwb we ascended with some difficulty, aodi, ou wxvTvx!k%^\.^^«^^ssass: 
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of the stair, discovered that we were standing in adikpidated Eomia 
dungeon. 

litun this point several other cells branched off in different directkHis. 
The entrance of one, which appeared to be a caeh^ foreS^ was so 
blocked by the masses of stone uiat had fallen from the rod^ that we 
were nnable to penetrate into it ; bnt on the other side we pa»edinto 
a range of dnnseons, of which thepartition walls, at least a foot in 
thickness, had oeen torn down. Tne iron rings by which the prisoners 
had been chained still remained, as did also the sleeping-plaoes nollowed 
in the masomry ; but the most curions and frigntful featore of the 
locality was a water-course, which, passmg along the entire line of 
cells, emptied itself into a small dungeon, sitoated nnder the arched 
vault that I have already described and thus offered a ready mean 
of destruction to the oppressor, ana a dreadftd and hopeless death to 
the captive. 

I was sincerely glad to leave this ^oomy remain of by-past power, 
and to breathe once more the pure air of Heaven, on my way to Yen- 
JBaianSerai, where we arrived after a long and verv fetiguing walk. 
After a little hesitation, the door of the Turkish house to iniich i 




The roof of this immense cistern, of which the extent is unknown, 
is supported like that of Bin-VeHr-lHreg, by marble columns, distant 
about ten feet from each other, but each formed from a single block ; 
the capitals are elaborately wrought, and in one instance the entire 
pillar is covered with sculptured ornaments. 

At the period of our visit, Constantinople had been long suffering 
from drought, and the water in the cistern was consequently mu£ 
lower than usual, a circumstance that greatiy tended to augment the 
statdiness of its effect. There was formerly a boat upon it, but it 
has been destroyed in consequence of the numerous accidents to which 
it gave rise. 

The Kiara of the Effendi who owned the house, had accompanied 
us to the vault ; and he mentioned two adventures connected with it 
that had taken place within his own knowledge, and which he related 
to us as having both occurred to Englishmen. 

The first, and the saddest, was the tale of a young traveQer, who 
about six years ago arrived at Constantinople, and in his tour of the 
capital, obtained permission to see the Tere Baton SereA, The boat 
was then upon the water ; and, not satisfied with grazing on the wonders 
of the place from land, he sprang into the little skiff, and accompanied 
by the boatman who was accustomed to row the family in the immediate 
vicinity of the opening, he pushed off, after having received a warn- 
ing not to be fi:uilty of the imprudence of advancing so far into the 
interior as to lose sight of the light of day. This warning he was 
unhappy enough to disregard. Those wno stood watching his pro- 
gress remarked that he had provided himself with a lamp, and they 
a^^ shouted to him to bewiure : butthe wretched man was bent upon 
his purpose ; and having, as it is supposed, induced the boatman, by 
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the promise of a besfy lewiid, to eooiplj wi& bis villi, ihe flame of 
the Lmip became rapifc funter and £8^^ 

altogether from the aim of ilioae who were left bemnd; . sid who 
lemamed at tiieir stnioii anxiou^ awaitis^ its vetnriL But ihej 
lingered in vain— tiiqr bad looked ihdr last upon the imfoctonatea 
who had so latdiy psrted from tbem in tbe fall rtuk of life and hope 
— the boat came no mote— and it is pcesamed that those within it, 
baying bewildaed themsdres ammg the eolnmns, became unable to 
retrace tiieir waj, and pensbed misoafalj by haant. 

I shoold haye meotioiied that the spot <m whkfa we stood was not 
the propor entrance to the cistern, ot whoee ezistenoe and sitnatioa 
they are eren now ignocanL bat an opening formed by the fulnre of 
seyeral of Ihe piDaia, by wnich accident the roof tdi m, and disdosed 
the water-yaolt beneath. 

Another similar bat less extensiTe failare of the extraordinary 
fiabric in a yard near the Sablime Porte betrayed its extent in that 
direction; a third took filace in the immfdiate neigjd)oarhood of St. 
Sophia; and a Iborth within the walls of the Reooid Oflice; thns 
affording an aasmrance that the cistem extended for sereral lea^^ies 
beneath the dty. ggriher than this the Constantinop olit an a nt honties 
cannot throw any htM on its dimensions; and, aa far aa I was 
individaallr ccmoone^ I am not oaite sure that this fict did not 
increase the interest of the locamy — the mysterioos distance into 
whidi man is forbidden to jienetrate---the long lines of oolnmns deep- 
ening in tint and <im»imAmg m tibeir proportions aa ihef recede — 
the sober twilight that softens eyoy <^ect--and the dreamy stillness 
that lords it oyer this aingalar Water r$hce, whkh the yoioe of man 
can awaken for a bdef qiaoe into long-drawn and nneaithly edioes, 
that swe^ onward into the darkneas, and ere ihej are quite lost to 
the ear, appear to ahaoethemsdyes into words; all combme to inyest 
the spot with an awfnl and thrilling dbaracter. whidi, toanintaanatiye 
mind, woe aasoredly more than an eqaiyaient for the priyuege of 
determining its limits. 

The second local anecdote related to OS by ihe Kiara was that of 
an Englishman, who, only a few months preyioos to our yisit. had 
requested permission to make use of the LtUe boat that had r^laoed 
the one in which the trayeUer, to whom I haye already alludea, had 
been lost. Many olgections were started, and the fete oi his unfor- 
tunate coontzyman was insisted upon as the reason of the refusal; 
but on his rmated promises of prudence, the old Effendi at length 
consented to ms wish; and haying lighted a couple oi tordies, and 
aifixed them to the stem oi the boat, the trayeUer drew out a large 
quantity of strong twine, which he made fest to one of the piUais, 
jeaying the ball to unwind itself as he proceeded. 

As no one could be found who was willing to accompany him, he 
started akme: and hour after hour went by without sign of nisretum- 
mtil, as the foorth hour was on the eye of completion, the flame ot 
the tordiea 1ft up the distance, and was reflectedDack by thedeaming 
eolmniis. Hie wanderer sprang from the boat chilled and exhausted; 
and, in answer to the inquiries of those about him, he stated that be 
Ind pcogreaaed for two hours in a stiai^ ^iaD&)Vs^>2Qs&. V^\^ 
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nothing moie than what tl\ey looked uixm themselves — thie Tsolied 
loof above his head, the water beneatii his feet, and a ^wildemess of 
pillars rising on all sides, and losing themselves in thtf darkness. 

This second adventure so alarmed iJie irorthy dd Osmanli to wfaioni 
the boat belonged, that he caused it to be immediately destroyedi 
and visitors are now compelled to oontent tfaemselires vn^ a pturtui 
view of Tere-Batan-Seran fir(»n the ruined opening. 

Marcian's Column, called by the Turks Kutaeu, wfaidi is situated 
in the garden of a Tuikish house near tlie gate of AdrianopleL is a 
splendid remain, of which the coital is supported by four magnificent 
eagles, l^e hexa^nal pedestaf is ornamented with wreaths of oak- 
leaves, and the hi^ht ofthe shaft is nearly eighty feet 

Of the remains of the Aqueduct of Justmian I have already spoken : 
and hundreds of beautiful and graceful columns, and thousands of 
sculptured fragments are to be seen interming^ with tiie masonry of 
the dty walls. 

The ancient Palace of Constantine. vulgarly named the Paiaoe of 
Bdisarius, stands in that quarts of tne cii^ called Balata, a oomq^ 
tion otBakU, "the gate of the palace." It is impossiMe to visit tbs 
curious ruin with any oleasure, as it has been given u]9 to the needy 
Jews, who have established wiiMn its waUs a species of pums 
bairack, redolent of filth. It is of constderaMe grfent, and prinfflpfliy 
remarkable for the curious arrangement (^ its briok-work : there av^ 
however, the remains of a handsome doorway, and outworks of gnat 
strength. 

About ten dajrs before I left the country, some woikmeiL empioved 
in digging the foundation df an outfonildiiur at tiie arsenaL oroufifat to 
^ht a handsome sarcophagus of oed maruk oontaining tnevbodies of 
Heradius, a Greek emperor, who flounsned during tiie sei^ of 
Mahomet, an,d his oonsoit. The two figures r^[yresenting the mipe- 
rial pair are neady perfect. 7%at of the em^ttor holds in one hand « 
globe, and with the other grasps a sceptre; while the empress ia 
represented with her crown resting upon her open palm. At their 
feet are the busts of two wortioies, supposed to oe portraits of 
celebrated warriors, but the inscriptions beneatii them are neariy 
obliterated. 

Immediately that the identity of the ocou^^ants of this lordly tomb 



iraouion inat ixeracuus aiea a manomeoan. ine ucc is, nowever. 
more than doubtful: although it is well known that Mahcunet sent 
him an invitation to abjure Giristianity, andto beccMneaTrue Believer; 
but, at the period of this occurrence, Heradius was bowed by years, 
ana sunk in sensual eigoyments. Anxbns to evade a wte wi& 
Mahomet, whose successes were then at their height, he despatched an 
ambiguous reply to the message, and died eie he had given the Mus- 
sulmauns reason to suspect the real mdive of his supineness. Hence 
the Turks claimed liie sarcophagus of Heradius as the tomb of a 
True Believer ; and a marUe mausoleum is to be built over it, similar 
to those "which contam tlie ashes of the SiidbBaA. 
220 /Seven Towers-^tbai celebrated sanaoa oi irVAs^Vlki&^^ai Ttfa&A 
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is a spefi of power--are rapidly cnunbling to decay, but must con- 
thme to be among the most interesting of the antiquities of Constan- 
tinople, as loi^ as one stone remains upon another. 

Althotigh situated in a populous inrt of the city, this fortress is, 
nevcr^if&sa, an isolated bmloing ; and four of the towers to wldch it 
owes its name are destroyed, but of those that still exist, one contains 
the apartments orq^ially appropriated to state pnsQuei^and is also 
the resideiiiQe of the Mihtary Commandant and the omCers of the 
nffiison. When it ceased to be a state pnson for attainted Turks, 
•the fortress of the Seven Towers was exclusively reserved for the 
zeoeption of the Russian ambassadors, on the occasion of any misun- 
derstanding between the Ottoman and Muscovite courts ; and it is 
ahnost a hidicrous fact that, during the reign of MUstapha lU.^ his 
Exoelleney Count Obrescoif,- representative of Her Imperial Majesty 
the Eiupress of all the Russias, not only suiFered an imprisonment of 
three years in this fortress, but aotuauy passed several days at the 
bottom of a dr^ weQ, into which it was the Sublime pleasure of the 
Si^tan to cause him to be lowered. 

If his Highness acted upon the impression that the Muscovite 
minister would succeed dunn^ his subterranean sojourn in discover- 
bg the moral deil^ who is said to be concealed therein, there is every 
reasoU, from existing circumstances to believe that the experiment was 
ft 6dlure, or that she declined being withdrawn from her retreat. 

Infltnnnenta of torture— racks, wheels, and oubliettes— aire rife 
^thin this place of gloom and horror. One chasm, upon whose 
brmk you stand, is <»]led the " Well of Blood," and is said to have 
tfttrAofwed its margin with the ensanguined stream which was once 
warm with life — a small court, desimated the " Place of Heads," is 
pointed out as having been cumbered with the slain, uutil the revolt- 
mg pile was of sufficient height to enable the spectator to look out 
from its summit upon the waves of the glitteiW Propontis : and 
more than one stone tunnel is shown, into which the wretched cap- 
live was condemned to crawl upon his hands and knees, and ther6 
Isft to eye of famine. 
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fiil(md[&—*t^*l5rew Church— Delightful Road— Eyoub— The Cemetery— The Rebel's 
Orsve— The Moeque of Blood— The Hill of Graves— The Seven Tower»— The 
nbtee of BeUsariiu-rThe City Walls— Easter Festivities— The 'l\u'kish Araba— 
The Armenian Carriage— Travellers— Turkish Women— Seridjhes— Persians — 
Irregular Ttoops — ^Tlie Plain of Baloucld — Laaghable Mistake— Extraordinary 
PiBcrefioil— The Church of Baloucli— The Holy Well— Absurd Tradition— The 
Ohapd Vault— Enthusiasm of the Greeks- A Pleasant Draught— Greek Substitute 
Ibr a BeUr— Violent Storm. 

ChjR next expedition was to Baloucle, where the Greeks have 
recently Iwdlt a small but elegant church, upou iVv^ «^^\. wnrr. ^^irs^- 
ned hy a very spadous edifice, which haA goufc \.o xvxvcv. T^tAr.> 
maa^IoB^ and somewhat fatiguing, was most de^^\.VQi\ \X«.^«^ 
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leading us across the Mils, to the fair Yalley of the Sweet Waters, 
along the banks of the s^arklins Barbyses, past the imperial kiod^ 
and onward to the beantifal ▼iUa^ of Eyoub, the stnmghold of the 
Gonstantinopolitan Turks, wherem tiiey iJlow no Gtaour to reside ; 
and the marble floor of wlu»e thrice-holy mosqne no infidel foot has 
ever trodden. 

The situation of Eyoub is eminently pictnresaae. It is badced by 
sently-sweUing hills, dothedwith trees, where ine delicate acacia and 
the majestic maple are mingled with the sc^ited Hme and the dark and 
rigid cypress, wnose blend^ shadows fall oyer a thousand graves, and 
turn away the sunlight from the lettered tombs of many a lordly Mus- 
sulmaun. "Eyovh possesses also a melancholy interest, from tne fact 
that in its beautiful cemetery stands the rude mausoleum of the rebel 
Ali of TepelenL who revolted in Albania,, wherein are deposited the 
heads of himsei^ his three sons, and his grandson. Nor is this all : 
for a small mosque, almost buried amid tall trees, maybe distinguishea 
at the point where, the main street sweeps downward to the water's 
ed^, whose modest minaret is painted a dull red from its base to its 
spure, and which bears the thrilli]]Lg designation d the ''Mosque of 
Blood.*' 

I haye elsewhere mentioned that the Osmanlis do not pennit their 
temples to be desecrated bv the admission of the dead beneatii their 
roo& ; and this hxunble ^ile earned its awful appellation at the siege 
of Constantinople, when its doors were forced m the oombatsntB} and 
its narrow floor cumbered with shun. Since that iperiod, its smglc 
minaret has been painted as I have described; uid it possesses an 
additional interest from its vicinity to the bleak, nakcd^ treeless hill, 
whereon were interred all the True Believers wno penshed at that 
memorable period, and whose ashes still remain undiinurbed. 

Nothing can be more romantic than the appearance gI the Seven 
Towers, the remains of the Palace of Belisanus, and the crumbling 
walls 01 the city, extending along the whole line of road to Baloucl^, 
like a succession of ruined castles, and overtopped by forest trees 
whose bright foliage forms a striking contrast from the grey and moul- 
dering rampart. At intervals, towers thickly overgrown with ivy, and 
tottering to their fall, raise their fantastic outline aeainst the sky ; 
while the moat is in many places entirely concealed oy the wild ^- 
trees, and the dense underwood, that have sprung in wild luxuriance 
from the rich soil. 

At the period of our visit, the Easter festivities were at their height, 
and the road was covered with groups of travellers, all hurrving 
towards the same point. There was the gilded araba of the Turldsh 
lady, with its covering of crimson doth and its carved lattices, fol- 
low^ by a mounted ncRro. Then came the buUod:-carriage of an 
Armenian family, gaily painted and cushioned, its oxen half covered 
with worsted tassels and finery, and glittering about the head witii foil 
and gold leaf, while a long curved stick, extending backward from each 
yoke as far as the carriage, was painted in stripes of blue and ydlow, 
and adorned with pendent tassels of coloured worsted. Botii Anmmik 
wore their charm against the E\'il Eye ; and the whole equipage was 
sufUcientiy well appointed to have aone \i<(Ktf^>3x \a V)ei<^\»sb\. ^ «, 
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Paaha» while the bright dark eyes and delicate haads of its occapants 
would have been an equal triumph for his taste. But at the first 
glance you saw that the carriage was not that of a Turk, for the 
painted hoops were plainly covered by a white awning, the symbol of 
the raiah. The haughty Osmanli has reserved to himself the privily 
of seating his wives beneath draperies of crimson, blue, or purple, 
frin^[ed with gold \ while the Armenian, the Greek, and the Jew, when 
mabng use of this poj^ular conveyance, are obliged to content them- 
selves with a simple awning of white linen. Here galloped a reckless 
Greek, urging his good hack to the top of its speed ; there moved 
alon^ a statdy Turk, with the hand of his groom resting on the fiank 
of h]s well-fed horse, and his pipe-bearer walking five paces behind 
him. Now it was a party of Franks, booted, spurred, and looking in 
silent scorn upon the mcongruous trappings of the natives ; and now 
a group of foot-passengers, walking at a pace which I never saw 
equalled in England. 

' As we approached Baloud^. the features of the scene became still 
more striking. The low wall that skirted the road was covered with 
Turkish women, squatted upon their rugs and carpets, with the arabas 
in which they had travelled ranged alon^ behind them. Seridjhes were 
.-walking droves of horses to and fro, ana waiting for customers to hire 
them; travelling merchants were retailing yahourt and mohalib^ to 
the hungryandtne weary; Bulgarians were playing their awkward antics 
to attract the attention of the idle, and tne piastres of the profuse ; 
and the halt and the blind were seated by the wayside, to invoke the 
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troops, with their jester at their head, in a cap made of sheep-skin, 
adorned with three fox-tails, and a vest of undressed leather, drove 
back the people on either side, as they made their wav through the 
throng with a sort of short run. They had precisely the appearance 
of banditti, each bdn^ dressed and armed accordhig to his own means 
or feuicy ; while their nuge moustaches, and the elf locks that escaped 
from beneath their turbans, added to the ferocious character of their 
aspect. 

The plain <ni which the church is situated is thickly wooded in its 
immediate neighbourhood, and on this occasion was covered with a 
dense crowd oi merry human beins^s. The same amusements as I have 
described at the Armenian festival were in full career ; but the heavy 
meaningless dance of the Champs des Morts was here exchanged 
for the graceful romaica, which was going forward in every 
direction. 

Por every other female whom I saw on the ground I remarked at 
least a hundred and fifty Turkish women; and the astonishment 
exceed by the appearance of the Greek lady by whom I was accom- 
panied, and myself, among these latter, was most amusing. As tiie* 
greater number of them had never before seen a Frank lady on horse- 
oacL they concluded that we bad each lost a leg ; and t^v^ " \lbt^c!^- 
lahs ! " with which they contemplated oivi gaieX,^ ^ct^ '\BasMss!»fcy&^^- 
But as a Turkish woman never scruples to aA^ixcsa ^ ^Xxasiajst "vs^ "oofc 
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street, and as our being actually crippled was a matter of unoertainty, 
they were resolved to satisfy their mmds on this rtev important point, 
and several of them accordingly addressed themselves to the gentle- 
men of our party, in order to resolve th^ doubt exclaiming with an 
energy worthy of the occasion : **For the love of God, tell us if your 
wives have lost a leg, or not ! " 

When they had been assured to the (xmttatry, their next conclusion 
was still more amusing. It was dear that none but rope-dancers could 
balance themselves upon the back of a horse without having one leg 
on either side of the saddle — ergo, we were, collectively, ladies ana 
gentlemen, the identical party of rope-dancers whom the Sultan had 
engi^^ for the marriage festivities of his imperial daughter ; and so 
pen^^y convinced were they of their own sagacity on this second 
occasion, that I am only surprised that they had sumdent di^crietion 
to rc^&am from requesting ud id give them ai spteimen of our 
abilities. 

The Church of Baloucl^ stands in the centre of att enclosed court, 
within which are also situated the houses of the priests. A handsome 
flight of stone steps leads downward to the portal; and as you dtods the 
threshold, the interior of the edifice produces on you the eSedt of 
something that has sprung into exist^^ifoe at the touch of an enchanter's 
wand. It looks as though it Were built of jpor6dain, all is ift) fresh and 
so glittering. It is entire^ lined ^th White and gold, aftd the paint 
upon the walls is so highlv varnished, that yOu can scarcely distinguish 
it from the polished marble that composes the Screen of the sanctuary : 
the latticed gallery of the women is fancifally decorated and gilt ; ana 
the elegant pulpit is shaped like an invented minaret. 

But the principal attraction of the Church of Balcmd^, and that 
which lends to it its distinguishing character of sancti^, is the Holy 
WeU, dedicated to the Yirgmi, which, on the occasion of idlhigh festi- 
vals, is opened for the ben^t and edification of the pious. Situated 
in a vault immediately beneath the chan^l, protected by a balustrade 
of marble, and lighted by the lamp that is cOnstantlv burning before 
the shrine of the Madonna,. rises the spring whose ndy and healing 
qusdities are matter of devout belief with the Greeks ; and in which 
ine lower orders of the people gravely assert that fish are to be seen 
swimming about, cooked on one side and crude on the other. 

This somewhat extraordioary circumstance is accounted for bv a 
variety of legends ; the most comprehensible of the whole bein^ tnat 
whidi affiims that, some holy man or "^man having been tefusea food 
on this very spot, when on a pilgrimage to a shrine of the Yirpxit 
situated in the neiRhbourhooc^ the well-disposed fish, whose pious 
sdf-immolatiOn has been thus immortalised, sprang from the waters 
of the spring, and flung themselves upon the heated ashes of the fire, 
whereon the churlish host, who refased help to the weaify and way- 
worn pilgrims, had just prepared his own meal. How the travellers 
were mduced to ren*ain irom the savoury repast, and how the fish con- 
trived to return to the stream after h&h^ well cooked on one side, the 
legend sayeth not ; and those who are inclined to doubt the fact of 
their present existence, had better make a descent into the vault 
an the occasion of an Easter f estivai *, axtd, ^o\il^ ^^ei^i ^M^ ocst^YKni^ 
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soeptica], alter the scene which they will then and there witness^ 
nothing that I can say will awaken, their faith. 

After haying duly flnng a few piastres upon the salyer held hy 
tJie noest who guarded the door, and protected on either side by a 
genueman, to secure me from the pressure of the crowd. I commenced 
my slippeij descMsnt into the subterranean chapd. "&& stone steps 
were nmiung with water, spilt by the eager motions of those who 
were beaiinff it away ; nor was Ihis all, for, as they handed it to each 
other over the heads of snch as chanced to obstruct their passage, an 
occasional shower feU upon us from aboye, whose holiness by no 
means sufficed to counteiact its chilL 

When I gained the chapel, and paused to take breath, a most sin- 
inilar scene presented itself. The narrow space was cumbered with 
mdiyiduals, who were shouting, struggling, and eyen %hting their 
way, to the margin of the Weu: an image of the Virgin tricked out 
in gold and embroidery, before which burned the lamp that lit up the 
subterranean, gleamed out in yain from a niche-opposite to the spring ; 
the yery piety of her yotaries had induced them to turn their ba^ 
upon her ; and I beheye that mine was the only eye which rested upon 
her altar. 

Some, who had succeeded in filling the yessels which they had 
brought with them, were standing bareheaded, throwing the cold 
stream oyer their shayen crowns; others, who had suffered from 
lameness, were emptying their earthen jars upon their feet ; some 
were pouring it down their chests, and others again down their 
throats. 

By the strenuous endeayours of my friends, and the assistance of 
a ackly-lookinff priest who was coUedong paras among the crowd, I 
succeeded in ootaining a draught of the wi^r ; and, whether it arose 
from the stream haying been thickened by the dipping in of so many 
yessels, or that the half-fricMl fish impartea to it a oisaCTeeable fiayour 
of the charcoal ashes ; or, again, that it was really ana simply of yery 
indifferent quality, I cannot take upon me to decide ; while I am quite 
competent to dedare that I neyer swallowed a more unsatisfactory ' 
beyerage, and that nothing less than a yery painful thirst would haye 
induced me to yenture upon a second trial. 

On escaping from the subterranean (and it was really an escape), I 
went to examme the machine which in all the principal Greek churches 
ads as the substitute for a bell, whose use is not permitted by thcTurks. 
It is a yery inartificial instrument, being merely a bar of ux>n resting 
lightly between two x)erpendicular pieces of timber, whidi, on being 
struct with a short bar of cypress wood, emits a clear ringmg sound, 
that nuky be heard to a considerable distance. In the smaller churches 
two sticks are beaten together, but this signal avails only when the 
congregation is nestled near the waUs of the temple. 

Haymg secured the water that they had taken so much trouble to 
obtain, the enthusiastic and light-hearted Greeks were pouring out of 
the chapel as we returned ; and ere we could mount our horses many 
of them had already joined the dancers, and were en^ueed vB^^^rsfi^&^n. 
throu^ the j^;raceral mazes of the romaika, w\a\fe ^^'ec^Ni^sfeXsoB^ 
in filluig their chibouks in the neigbbouibood ol \\x& oc&^^^^ssi^* 

u 
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A mass of heavy Yaponrs, rising up against the wind, and foaajiBg 
themselves like a host about to do battle, wamfid ns not to linger 
loaa^ at so considerable a distance from home ; and, profiting by the 
intmiatiou of a coming storm, we started off at a c^Jkra, to the in- 
creased astonishment S the Torkidi women, who were stiu ohutennff 
like bees upon the walL But onr speed availed us nothing; we had 
not dmed the hills above Kahftitr^^^"*^ when the enemy was upon 
us; and a tempest of blended hail, rain, and wind, bare ua oanq^aav 
for the remainder of the journey ; and thus we were Curly dxemohea 
ere we reached Pera, notwithstondi ngour offerings at the ihrine of 
'the Virgin, and our pilgrimage to IheHoly Well 
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Flgontive Gntitode of the Senskler PMha— Sastem HjpertMde— RemlniBeaioes 
of Fast Yean— A YiMlan Realized— iStnmir Contrasts— The Marriage Petes- 
Popular Excitement— Crowded Streets— The Aospidoas Day— ExtraTacant Ex- 
pectations—The Great Cemeteiy— Dcdma Batdi^— The Grand Armonrr— Turkish 
Women— Tents of the Pashas— The Bo^horas— Preparations— The lUuminated 
Boophoros— A Stretdi of Fan^— A Pafaifal Recollection— Natural Beanties 
of the Bosphoms— The GraTe-Vard— Syening Amosements— WcU-oondooted 
Population. 

In a letter of thanks recently addressed by the Seraskier Pasha to 
the Sultan, in acknowledgment of some honour conferred upon him 
by his imperial master, he exclaims in an affected burst of enthnsias- 
^c gratikide: — "Your Sublime favour has been as a southern sun 
piercing even to the remote coiner of my insiniificance. Had I all 
the forest boughs of the universe iar pens, ana the condensed stars 
of Heaven for a page whereon to inscribe your bonnties, I should 
still lack both space and means to record them ! " 

Even in this style should he or she who undeH^es to become their 
chronicler, shane the periods in which are detailed the marriage festi- 
vities of the Princess Mihirmah. The pen should be tipped with 
diamond-dust, and the paper powdered with seed-pearl. All the 
hyperboles of the Arabian story-tellers should be heaped together, as 
the colours of the rainbow are piled upon the clouds which pillow the 
setting sun ; and, as the gorgeous tail of the peacock serves to with- 
draw the eve from its coarse and ungainly feet, so should the glowing 
sentences that dilate on the glories of the show, veil from the vision 
of the reader the paltry details that would tend to dissolve the 
enchantment. 

How often have I hung entranced over the sliding pages of the 
" Hundred and One Nights." How little did I ever expect to see 
them brought into action. When a mere girl, I remember once to 
have laid the volume on my knees : and, with my head pillowed on 
my hand, and my eyes closed, to have attemnted to bnng clearly 
bdore my mental vision the caravan of the Merchand Abdullah, when 
he departed in aearcb 0f (he Valley oi I)iasn»nd&, 
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Tears have shice passed over me, and that gorgeous descrii>tioB is 
no longer a mere dream. I have looked upon its realization, — ^l 
have seen the flashing of the jewels in the snniuiine. — ^the prancing cf 
the steeds impatient of a ridear, — ^the rolling of the nfty ohmots,*— the 
gathering of the throng of nrinces,— the ennnchs and the horsemen, — 
winding their way oyer hill and through valley, under a sky of tiir- 
quoise, along the bank of a dear stream i and within sight of a sea 
whose akote was studded with palaces, ana upon whose blu^ bosom a 
fleet of stately ships was riding at anchor within an arrow's iight of 
land. ^ , 

But I have also seen more than this. I have seen not only the 
machinery at work, but the wheels that worked it ; not only the bril- 
liant effect, but the combination of naltiy means used to produce it, — 
the blending of the magnificent and the mesquin,^-& thousand minute 
details, unimportant in themselves, and yet operating so powerfully 
on the imaginatioiL that they dipped the wings of fan^y, and wrong 
the wand from the ^rasp of the enchanter. 

lliere is no consistencv, no keening, in Oriental splendour. The 
Pasha, with the diamond on his breist, is generally attended by a 
running footman who is slipshod ; and the Sultana^ whose araba is 
veiled By a covering of crimson ana gold, not infrequently figures in 
pantaloons of furniture chintz, and an antery of printed cott<m. The 
same startling contrasts meet you at every step ; and tourists and his- 
tonans pass them over, because they destroy the continuity of their 
narrations, and the rounding of their periods ; and vet they are as 
characteristic of the people as the chilxHik at the tur ban, and there- 
fore equally worthy of record. 

The f^tes were to continue for eight days— the diamond was to be 
shivered into fragmentsL and thus divided mto many portions without 
sacrificing its lustre. AU the population of Constantinople was in a 
ferment ; the charshees had yidd^ np their glittering store of sold 
and silver stuffs ^ the diamond-merchants had exhausted them^dves 
in elegant conceits ^ the confectioners had realized the fabled garden 
of enchantment visited by Aladdin in his search for the magic lamp, 
and the candied fruits peeped from amid their sugary oases, Uke 
masses of precious ore and clusters of jewels ; the silk-ba^ar of 
Broussa was a waste ; the environs of Pera resembled a scattered 
camp ; the heights around the valley of Dolma Batehe were guarded 
by mounted troops; provisions of every description trebled their 
price, — and one vessel, laden with a hundred and fifty thousand 
fowls for the market of Constantinople, which arrived from the 
Archipelago, was secured for the exdusive use of the Sultan's 
kitchen. 

Pashas were daily pouring in from the provinces ; tribute was flung 
into the jjawning coffers of the state ; audiences of congratulation 
kept the imperial palace in a constant whirl, and the streets of the 
city were thronged with a motley crowd, either invited thither by the 
authorities, or attracted by the hope of profit.* Bulgarians, in parties 
of three or four, impeded the progress of every T«is<^6X^\aSc\^ -^^aas^sasiyst 
who would fain have threaded his way amon^ \\i(fcm\saflw\^&^^\ ^^^ 
bjr dint of stunning him with their ^^Aooidkasi YDi^xQaBSfiJs»» ^i® 
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mtrodiiig themselyes upon his path to exhibit their coarse and 
ungainly dances,^ wrong from him by tiieir sturdy jpeneYeranoe a 
donation whose impulse was certainly not one of chaiinr. Bohemian 
flxpsies, some of them so loYely tiiat they seemed foniMd to ccaiunand 
Q&B prosperity which they subtly promised to othera, were bca^wing 
nalaoes and power on every side at the slender price of a few paras. 
Arabian tumblers, turned loose for the first time in the streeu of a 
great cwital, andf appearing scarcely able to keep their feet upon tiie 
solid earth, iostled you at every comer. FersiBn rope-danoen stalked 
gravely ana solemnly along, with lar^e white turbans and flowing 
robes. Bedouin jugglers were erouped in coffee-shops and smokin^- 
booths, awaiting the moment when their services would be reouirecL 
and bewildering the sober brains of the suirounding Turks with loud 
vaunthigs of the feats with which they proposed to delight his Sub- 
lime Highness, and to astonish his people. Altogether, CkmstantmoplB 
resembled a human kaleidoscope, whose forms and features vaiied!^at 
every turn; and even those who, like myself had no nnmtfi^MiiA 
interest in the festival, caught a portion of the popular excitement, 
and became anxious for the period of its celebration. 

At length the auspicious morning dawned which the court astro- 
loger had declared to herald happiness to the Princess^ and all Stam- 
bonl had crossed the Bosphorus with the rising sun to share in the 
imnerial festivities. 

Long before mid-da^ Pera also was a desert : the stream of life had 
flowed in one sole direction, and every avenue leading to Dolma 
Batch^ was thronged with human beings, anxious (md excited, and 
vet scarcely knowing what they anticipated. The marriage festival 
had been the one engrossing subject of discourse and speimlation for 
so many months, — such extravagant suggestions had been hazarded, 
and such wild assertions had been made, that the imagination of ^e 
crowd had run riot ; and, had the fountains poured forth Uquid ore, 
and the Heavens themselves rained diamond-dust, lam not sure that 
such events would have caused any extraordinary manifestation of 
astonishment from the mass of spectators who had clustered them- 
selves like bees in the neighbourhood of the palace. 

The Great Cemetery looked as though every grave had given up its 
dead. There was scarcely space to pass among the crowd wnidi 
thronged it. Dancing, smoking, and gambling for sugar-plums fihc 
only stake that a Turk ever hazards on a game of chEince), divided 
the attention of the loiterers, with swings, round-abouts, and moha- 
lib^ merchants. Pillauf and kibaubs were prenaring in evfiy direction 
for the refreshment of the hungry ; and tinted and (perfumed sherbets, 
carefully guarded from the sun, were wiling in their turn the weary 
and the warm to pause on their onward path, and indulge in their 
tempting freshness. 

The toits were flaunting their bright colours in the sunshine : the 
smoking booths were filled with guests ; the little wooden kiosk on 
the edge of the height was unapproachable ; the long line of wall 
surrounding Artillery Barrack was, as usual on all festive occasions, 
povered with Turkish women; and the whole space beneath was 
iastiBct with life and motion. 



TEXTS OF THB PASHAS. 165 

Fiom the pmni of the hill abore the wa tiie 'land shoots sharply 
down into the vallej of Dolma Batchy clothed with fruit-trees, whose 
perfumed blossopis, tlmiintliel^dit t^ttrarbeaaty, were einpt;ri°K 
their tinted chalices cnt the air. The toad leading to the pslace is cal 
idong the nde of the dedirity, fcnning oa its npper tdgo a lofty 
ridge which whs frinnd timnudirait its iriule lewth with tents. In 
tbe distance rose the HifitaiT CoUegt^ spanning the crest of the hill 
like a diadem, with the folded and ^ct^ing erescent that downs the 
dome of its mosque flasunein the sunshine. On theiig;ht hand the 
view was bonnded br the dense fixest of Depresses rising above the 
' — '-& of the Torkiai cemetery, which sweM daAly downwards to 



the Bospborus th^ was Isnghing in its 1 
its waveleas bosom the lomj heiriit of 8( 
landscape. And as the eye wandered 01 



landscape. And as the eye watered onwaid along the diannel, it 
took in tbe dusky shore of Asia, with its Idosk-crowned and forest- 
dad moontains. until the tine was loet in the gradnaUy failing pnrpt^ 
that blent itself at last with the horizon. 

Immediatdr beneath the hill, and close apon the shore, stands the 
Palace of Douna Bstch^ with its walls of mai^ tints, anditsbntastie 
nlarity of outline; while behind its spadons eardens, sloping 
ly upward, and clothed with tvrC rises a streten of Isnd whi<£ 
was now crowded with Turidsh women. Nothing could be more 
pictnresqne than their appeannoe: the nature <^ the noand having 
enabled tbem to attaoge themsdves amphilheatrically, and btim 
thence to command an nninternqited' view of the eaplHnde in front 
(tf the Grand Armoury, which is mdosed cm its opposite mde by a 
raised terrace, along whose edge were pitched the tents of the Psslus. 
There most have been at least fire hnimred women clostered tc^ether 
on that one small stretch of land ; and in the distance it presented 
precdsely the appearance of a meadow covered with daisies, with 
nere and thrae a com-poppy flaonting in the midst; the white 
foihmaei and red nmlndlas lending themselves readily to the 
illosion. 

Ilietentsof the Pashfls were mmyof them very magniflcent ; the 
Grand Vizier's was hung with crimson velvet, ntMj embroidered, 
while that ct Adimet Pasha was lined with green satm, and fringed 
with gold; and Hie whole were rich^ carpeted, and anrronndedby 
handsome aaUa. Hie leception^naninee, in which tiie Soltsn was to 
entertain aparty of guests dMly, was ntuated in the reai of those 
that I have just descnbed; aiidthekitchen.ingepiona1y fitted upwith 
stoves, dressers, and tables, hewn in the nill-side, was tenanted by 
five hnndred cooks. 

The Bosphoms was onwded with c^oues, almost as conntless ta 
its ripple ; and iminediirtely in front (rf the palace, and nearly m the 
centre of the stream, were anchored two rafls, supporting small 
fortified castles, whence the fireworks were to be displayed. 

A BQivey t^ 'Uieae difierent prqiarations proved to be the principal 
snwitfnifnt of tiie dav, as the rope-danciig od the e3ijta.Qa;^e <^^^% 
aimouiy was Dot sufficicotly attnctive to Ae\Ma kkj MAwi.viAV;a 
iaddeottiimaTarkiAmnua.; ■nd«na«\aeoAi,aS.\ra^TS*^^ 
jdetedoartoarotobsemtiaa, we rctnnit4\«'Ec"k"M5-'^^^^'^^^^ 
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oursdves, and to prepare for the magnificent speotade that awaited 
ns in the evening. ^ 

The moon rode high in Heaven, bnt her beam looked pale and tidkly, 
as it leaded before tne brighter liffht with whidi men bad made nignt 
glorious, while the stars seemea but fading sparks thai had been 
lanitted Dv the stupendous line of fire girdling the Bospboroa-^ was 
a spectacle of encnantment 1 

Not an outlme could be traced of any of the lordly pUea which 
Muge the coast. The summit of the Asian shore was dimly percep- 
tible, as it cut sharplj against the clear deep blue of the horison; but 
there was no intrusive object of mortal creation iot the e?ety-day 
necessities of life to recall the wandering fancy haick to earth. 
Nothing can' be conceived more beautiful than the whole scene. A 
range of palaces of the most fantastic forms, wroU|dit in fire, aiKl 
seeming to be poised upon the waves, along which they threw theit 
gIftamJTig shadows, stretched far as the eye could readL Portals of 
Variegated Hght — terraces of burnished gold, or of beaien aillrer — 
groves of .forest trees, whose leaves were emeralds — fruits, hemd in 
statdy vases, each one a priceless gem — altars, upon which tnimt 
flames of liquid metal — pavilions of crystal — and halls, lined with 
columns of sapphire, and lighted by domes of carbuncles, wa» among 
the objects that appeared to have sprung up from the d^ttha of the 
ocean, and to be now riding t^on its bosom. 

The sensaticm which this gorgeous scene produoed upon me, for the 
first few moments, was almost painful. I deemed mvself thralled^— I 
doubted my own identity—I almost expected the earth td fail beneath 
my feet, for earth had no share in the spectacle on which I looked — ^I 
saw boats passing and repassing over a lake of molten ailver—I aaW 
palaces of fire based upon its si^aoe, and heaving with its nndula^ 
nous— « marine monster, whose eyes were dazding) and whose nostrils 
vomited forth flames that shot high into the air, wound its alow way 
among the glidmg barks, and none heeded its vicinity— I beheld huge 
dark masses covered with stars of light, which were reflected in l£e 
stream beneath, looking like rocky craters that would shorty burst 
and C8^ forth the imprisoned fires — carriages and horses, gmded bv 
spectral hands^ followed over the same cola clear surfiaoe— and sud- 
denly, with a hissing sound which startled me from my reverie, and a 
burst of light abnost blinding, up sprang a cluster of fiery aerpents 
into the pure ethen mocking the pale moon with their tiaiisifint btiU 
liancy, and then famng back m starry showers. 

The dream of fancy was dispelled at once p^ handfol of rockets 
sufficed to arouse me from one of the wildest visions in which I evef 
remember to have indulged — for I no so(mer saw them run ihimmer- 
ing along the sky. than I sickened at the memory of the fiightM 
ctvEastrophe whicn attended tl^eir preparation, when eii^ty-foor 
miserable human beings fell victims to the explosion of the powder- 
room of the manufactory. My enthusiasm was at an end, Dot iny 
admiration of the magnificent scene amid which I Stood, oontinued 
unabated ; the chamiel of the Bosphorus, beautifal und^ all oircum* 
stances and at all times, offered facilitiea and esEdoasiCMi ^«c^ \sl «l 
exMbitiaa like thsA on. which I lookfio, ^bald caamsA* ^gfcOcM^\A 
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exceeded in the world* and I felt at once that, even had man done 
less, nature would still nave made the pageant peerless. 

We at leiu^h turned reluctantly away from the City of Fire on 
which we had heen so long looking ; and, threading among the tents 
that occupied the crest of the hill, we passed out through the fair of 
the Great Cemetery. Every booth was thronged. In one, a set of 
fantoccini were performing their miniature drama; in another, an 
imnroyisatore was r^^aling a circle of listeners with a gesticulation 
and YolubOity which appeared to excite great admiration in hb audi- 
tors ; while, m a third^ a trio of Bohemian minstrels, squatted upon a 
mat^ were accompanymg their wild recitative by a tew chords struck 
abnost at random upon tneir mandolins. 

Li the distance, a wreath of lamps defined the outline of the Mili- 
tary CoUe^ while lower in the vMiey gleamed out the costly chan- 
deliers which lit up the tents of the Pashas. The hills were sprinkled 
over with lights, the terrace at the extremitv of -the palace was a wall 
of fire, and the scene was all life and glaaness. Crowds thronged 
the narrow road : but not a sound of di^Dord, not a word uttered in 
menace or in defiance, escaped &om the lips of a single individual : 
all were thmquil, orderljr, and well conducted — the sole aim of each 
was amusement ; and tms great Eastern mob, amounting to between 
forty and fifty thousand persons, collected together from all the 
surrounding country, &om the heart of a great city, and ^m the 
shores of two different quarters of the earth, appeared to act from one 
commcm impulse, ami t6 liave one commonmt^^ 

It is qoesticHialib whether sudi a fact as ^this could be recorded of 
any other ooontiy* 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

Snooesrion of Banqueb— The Ch&lc Islam and the Clergy— Sectarian Prejudices— 
The ICilitary Staft— The Naval Chiefs— The Imperial Household— The Pashas— 
The Gnad Vizier— "lilagnificeftit Procession— Might Scene on the Bosphoms — The 
Palace of the Seraslder Pasha— Palace of Azmd Sultane— Midnight Serenade- 
Pretty Truants — The Shore of Asia— Ambassadorial Banquet— War Dance — 
Beantifnl Bfiects of light. 

Ohb oi the most characteristic features of the marriage festivities 
was the succession of banquets given by the Sultan to the different 
Lifljh personages belonging to, or connected with, his empire. 

The first day was sacred to the clergy, and the procession was a 
most interesting one. At its head walked the Cheik Islam, with the 
golden circlet about his brow, and his graceful robes of wmte cache- 
mire falling around him in heavy folds ; a party of the principal Imams 
followed. Then came the Hi^h Chief of the Turning Dervishes, with 
his lofty hat of white felt folded about with a shawl of the sacredw 
green, and shrouded in his ample mantle. OlYkfis «eieX.^ ^1 '^^rf^s^^s^ 
Bocceedei land after them came Hit/d^\& ttom \^ l^Oi;^ ^?^^\,- 
MaJumet^ mura mtii their Yolmmno^a ^"bi^A \^v£tMSD&) «sA x^vi^b 
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from the far East. A short space behind, advanced the Oreek 
PatriardL with his jewelled crown and robra of embroidered satin; 
snpportea by a group of prelates. Following dose nxxm his steps, 
next moved forward the Armenian Archbishop, similailj attended, 
and gorgeously attired ; and as he advanced, ne made way for the 
Jewish Hahambachi, or Grand EAbb^ whih his ikywinff beard and 
inlaid crosier : a throng of Rabbis were in his tram ; imol altogetiier 
the sdtae was one of a most interesting character. 

On the arrival of these holy men at the banqueting tent, a deli- 
cate difficulty presented itself. The heads of the Greek ana Arme- 
nian churches resolutely refused to sit at table with, or to eat from 
the same dish as, their Israelitish companion; while the Jew, on his 
sidcL dedared the utter impossibility of his paitaldng of the same 
food as that eaten by his tSuistian brethren. The statdy CliMk 
Islam, meanwhHe, was sitting by in uninterested sflenoe ; wondoing, 
in the tolerance of his own heart and creed, whvmen servingthe same 
God should not " dip with each other in the disL" 

The difficulty was at length surmounted ; for, as the Jewish law did 
not permit the Hahambachi to partake of flesh that had not been 
slaughtered by one of his own tnbe, there was nothii^ kft for him 
but a dinner of cheese and salad, which was aooordinff^r spread on a 
side-table ; while the scrupulous Christian preLtttes, wno had reiiued 
the companionship of the representative of the ancient ieliffioii, 
seated themsdves quietlv on eimer side of the Hi^ Priest of Maho- 
met^ and made an excellent dinner. The honours were done hy four 
of the principal Pashas ; and, at the dose of the repast, the party 
adjourned to the kiosk, to wmch I have already made rcJmnoe, in 
order to enjoy the flight of the rockets and the fury wonders of the 
illuminated Bosphorus. 

To the churcn succeeded the army ; and on the morrow Achrnet 
Pasha, and the principal officers of the stal^ were the invited gnests. 

The magniflcent shipping in the harbour next gave up its chiefs ; 
and again Achmet Pasna, as temporary High Admiral, headed the 
board. 

On the fourth day, all the members of the imperial hoosdiold were 
feasted in tlieir turn; and, on the fifth, came the princely train. of 
Pashas. 

The Grand Yizier rode first on a magnificent white Arabian, whose 
housings were wrought with gp\d and seed-pearL £Qs bridk-rimi was 
richly worked with coloured silks ; and lus golden stirrups were findy 
chased. His sword-hilt blazed with diamonds : and the brilliant 
order that he wore upon his breast burnt in tiie sun4ight ; fifteen 
servants on foot surrounded his horse. 

He was followed by the four newly-dected Viziers : the Oumouri- 
Mulki^naziri, or Minister of the Interior^ the Oumouri-Karidji^ 
Naziri, or Minister of the Exterior ; the Mhuster of Military Finance; 
and the Lord High Comptroller of the Mint ; by the Seraskier Pasha^ 
the Generalissimo of the Imperial Armies, the Grand Master ci tiie 
Artillerv, and a crowd of out-dwelling Pashas, who had been sum- 
moned fy the Snitan to assist at the festii^tL 
I never witnessed a more magm&oeat en "gcoSniA dos^ ^ ^oaf^ Vv 



FALACB or THX mtaAKrmt PASHA, 169 

monds and embroideiT; of pnmd «teeds Kad guttering parade. 
Tbe crowd of ranoing toobncn— the tmnpliiw of impatient aLargers 
— thu nlMhing' nf jgwIW wwyiaw BgaiDBt t£e gildeii stimipa— the 
lUMS&tiie hiin7,ud tbeclare, baffle all descriptioii ; and vlien at 
latgtii the pniusdf train Ead oisqipeared witliiu the tent, and the 
groiMa vera iMdintc awv the qdntdid animals, who, freed from the 
oonbol of t, tU^, wen leaiiiw aod ipandng among the crowd, I felt 
like one anddenlr Awakenod from a BorKeoua dream, md had only a 
serera beadadwleft, to oonrince me that I hadteally Deen a spectator 
of the splendid scene. 

In the ereninK well foned and cloaked, we descended to the pier 
of Tcf^hannft; and haring aecnred one ot the large calqoea that PI7 
to the lalanda. wc stepped on board, and rowing ont into the middle 
of the channel, oontemplated at oar ease the wonders which smromided 
Ds. ftom the centre of tlu stream, the whole mass of waters appeared 
1^ be girdled wiUi ftre: tiie shore waa wrwiped in darknesi, and the 
edifices of light seemed to lift themselves almost to the clouds. I can 
' 'e notniiw finra' of its kind ; and we continued abnost motionless 



▼iew of the munwnding shcww, bnt^ alaaie all, of the surface of the 
cAkannel- 

If I bad been surprised at the density of the crowd on shore. I was 
tenfold more so at the floating tlirone which had almost chored np 
thepasaoguof the Bosphorus. Every light and mana«eablo craft that 
could be mode avaikble was astir that night, from the caiqoe of the 
Pasha, to the bttle, ronnd, tnb-lilie boat of the Archipelagon trader; 
while the countless white pai&macs of the women gleamed oat in the 
light of the rockets like a dense ridge of surf, as ytm approached nearer 
to the edge of the shore: a drcninstance nliich was r^^y accounted 
for by the fact tliat no Turkisb female is allowed to walk the aticeta 
after eight o'clock at night, and that this was cunseqnently their only 
method of witnessing the illuminations. 

Havioo: contemplated the general effect from a distance, we with 
some dilficultv made oni way tiiraugli the caiques which were closely 
wedged together opposite the Palace of Bohna Batohd, just in time to 
esct^woneofthemagnifioent ncphwions^rodaced by the Qreek fires, 
Aat woe bluing im ont of the water m every direction, and which 
bunt not fire ynds tnm oat boat. 

Of all theilhmiiDatiao^that of the SereakicTPasha, taken individually, 
waa by br the most bnlliant. The whole facade of the palace was 
one blaie of light ; and, in Ueu of the oil by which the lamps were 
filled in every other instance, he had fed the flame with some ardent 
spirit, which gave to it the fitfnl tint and the flashing brilliancy 
01 diamonds. A magnificent screen in arabesqnes, on the opposite 
coast, at the small snmmer palace of Scutari, was the next most 
attractive otgect of the Bosphoms. Bnt it is only ss a whole 
tiwt mdi a pageant should be judged ; and all VaoM 11^ WJus^ 
upon tiw one iriucb I ban attenmted to iBBC^M.V^ ^ix^iiliM^ 
mmde&^itwu • Qieotacsle of waatynlafititoa'Bt*:*"!'*'^'* 
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We made ottt way alowlj, but witliout much diffiodty, akmg ilie 
Eoropeim shore, imtil we teached the Palace of Azm^ Soltaiie ; but 
for a while after we had nined that poiBk all frnther p r ogreM Was 
impossible. There must nave beoi many himdred otSqasa wedged 
toother in front of her terrace, and not less than fiftgr of tliem oon- 
tamed musicians. We had intended to disembaric at the paLue steps, 
and to pay a visit to Nasip Hanonm, bat were obliged to ahandcm 
the idea» as we became instantly aware that the thing was imprao^ 
ticMkble. We therefore remained quietly in our boat, under the bn^t 
light of the magnificent screen upon whose surface odoured lamps 
were intermixed with orange bouffns and exotic flowoa. Hie terrace 
was crowded: and I saw more than one light and iaiiy figtae, that 
even tbeferiafke failed wholly to conced. wnich looked as thcpi^rii its 
Gwnsx ^ould rather have been peering tbxmgh the slender latcioes, 
than from beneath the shade of a paikmae; but the oooasioii was so 
rife with excitement, and the voices from the caiqnes were so enticing, 
that doubtlessly more than one fair Dilaiam ana L^jia played truant 
that evening s^r the prescribed hour. 

Haying at length contrived to make our way through tiiia crowd of 
worshippers, for such they must have been, we left the Palace far 
behind us in a few minutes, and escaped from the Boaae ta^d. even 
danger which were the present characteristics of its vicanity. ^ Our 
sturdy boatmexL bending to thdr oars, soon brought us opposite to 
the dwelling of the bnde^ whose whole extent was bright with fes^ 
tooned fires ; but my spirit had begun to weary with the peipetual 
glare, and t rejoiced when we struck out once more into the middle of 
the channel, and ronning under the shore of AsiiL whose infrequent 
lights at this point of the stream rather relieved than nained the eye, 
1^ fEur behina us the clamorous merriment of the crowd. We had the 
moon high above us : the pale and phund moon, whidi had for many 
nights been mod^ed by a radiance more daezlingthan her own; "^Hiile 
the myriad stars that were twinkling their silver eyes as if in wonder 
at the scene beneath them, were reflected in tiie dear water as in a 
mirror. It was a heavenly night * and as we glided slowly along under 
the Asian mountains, the song ot a hundred nightingales came to us 
from the groves and gardens of the cOast. 

The transition was extraordinary; and after the exdtement^ the 
hurry, and the exertion of the previous day, the ouiet of the hoar fell 
upon me like a happy dream ; and I remember tnat I shed tens as I 
lay back upon my cushions, and looked upwards to the calm moon, 
and listen^ to the thrilling melody of the midnight woods, and fdt 
the soft wind fanning the hair upon my brow ; but they were tears m 
which there was no bitterness ; an outpouring of the w^ed spirit 
that relieved its weight ; and when we once more became entan^ed in 
the floating crowd, and dashed forward into tiie blinding lifi^t of the 
fire-girt palaces, the heart-laugh which went ringing over tiie ripple 
mignt sometimes have been traced to me. 

The mere worldlinff will sneer at this admission ; but those whose 
misfortune it is to fed deeply will understand the seeming moon- 
lasteDcy, 

The sixth day was fixed upon f ot Haie MnV»Baad*snjjiL\j«M3p«^'^^ 
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B to feast 

"H^iid. A tablt weii appointed in the Eoroneatt stile, 1 ,__ 

pared ^ and the banquetuig tent was neatly ntted ap with di«pmes 
and DUTTon. 

In the evetaagi, new uid distitLot feature ma added to the enter- 
tniunentL by the intiodiiotion in the outer conrt of the paUce of a 
raised platform, on whidi a score of peif OTincrs, clad in half armour, 
attempted a speoiefl of war-dance to the h^htof a dozen bonfires, which 
flashed and faded by turna ; now reveaiin;? the glittering costume of 
the strnmliiiK and atrag^ing combaitajits, and now envelopins them in 
a olood alAi^aa black smoke, as impenetrable a the waves or Erebns. 
Hie whole thing Taa a faihira; and the onlv charm attendant on tbe 
exhibition, was the nnxnlar transition of light and shade that played 
over the anrfaoe of the painted pal^e, and whinh produced effects 
almost mwieal ; now toochin^ the lofty portal with a golden gleam, 
and then fadins away into a iaint green, caught from the leafy bongba 
which fed tha fiies. 

Hie Turks are deddedly not a dancaugnatioi. 
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Thus far all had bemi monotonons, frran its constant repetition; the 
BHue dninas had been enacted, the same lampa had been lighted, and 
the same banqnete had been prepared ; bnt the eerenth dav was the 
ere of the imperial mRrriBg& on which the IrwMeas of the bride was 
to be borne in state from the Palace of Doima Batch^ to her own 
glittering Serai on the Bosphorus. The period was arrived when her 
slavea, on withdrawing her bnm the bath, were to braid her long 
beases with threads of gold and strings of pearl, and to stain the 
palms of her hands and the soles of her feet with henna. 

At an early hour the streets of Pera were crowded with aiabas and 
Boddle-horses ; and my own eager little cbesnut was neighing out hia 
impatience under my window before e^ht o'clock. It was a glorioua 
morning, bright and sunny, without a cloud; and, as I sprang mto my 
■addle, I felt that this was a dav on which the fates had resolved to 
weave a white thread into the weo of my existence. 

All the three hondred thousfuid persons said to have been collected 
in Constantinople on the occasion of the imperial marriage, mu^t 
hare been beside onr path that monilng '. I ne^er \)&lQK.\^eA.%a^ 
» gathering of btmaa beings. There had Wa ^lAiei \i*Kt»:S^ 
^anag the i^rma daja ofiestinl: diileicii.'b ^otA* ol ^JStMSism, 
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which had wrenched asunder the mighty mass of mortality; and 
fashioned it into divers portions i bat on the present oocaakm, men's 
minds were ail bent upon one object ; and this ocmmimuty of pnipose 
had collected them tc^^ether in one vast mnltitode. 

The road was coarded bv armed sentmels; and aboat an arrow's 
flight from the MiHtaiy GoUeffei, on the line from Bdma Batch^ to 
the Palace of tiie Princess, a nandsome tent had been jntched for the 
Ambassadors, whidi was alreadr thronged. Every rismg groondwas 
occupied, as rar as the ^e conld reach; and the outline of the road 
alonK wmch the procession was to pass, was marked by dusters of 
females, seated so cl<xdly together that from a short distance "tiiey 
appeared to form one compact body. Bdimd these were ranged lines 
of arabas, Med with Torfish, Greek, and Armenian ladies ; while on 
tiie (men roace beyond, horsemen galloped to and fro ; pedesmans, who 
had been too tardy to secure advantageous places, straggled from spot 
to spot, in the hope of establishing themselves among some knot of 
friends ; and water-vendors, with their long-necked earthen jars and 
crystal goblets, passed from one party to another, disposing, at a 
usurious interest, of their tempting merchandize. 

As there was no sign of the procession when we reached the 
Ambassadorial tent, we resolved to canter on to Amautkeui, and 
amuse ourselves by a survey of the way-side groups ; and a most 
interesting ride it was. As the Turkish women generally, on any 
occasion which takes them from their homes at an early hour, profit 
by the circumstance to remain in the open air aU day, none of our 
party were surprised at the well-organized arrangements that were 
makmg on all sides. The whole line of road from Dohna Batch^ to 
the kiosk above the Palace of Amautkeui was edged with spectators ; 
and wherever a tree afforded the means of doing so, shawls and rugs 
had been stretohed against the sun^ producing a very cheeaful and 
pretty effect. The number of Turbsn females collected toj^ether on 
this occasion may be imagined when I state that a friend of mine, on 
whose veracity I have the most perfect reliance, assured me that he 
knew it to be a fact, that several of these sight-loving ladies had 
actually sold the tiles off the roofs of their houses, in order to raise 
money enough to enable them to hire an araba for the last two days 
of the festival ! 

Not the least amusing part of the ride was the multitude of reoog- 
nitions and salutations consequent upon our progress throu^ the 
crowd. Here a veUed lady greeted us from her sHded araba; and 
there a laughing Greek saluted us from beneath his wayside tent. 
On one side, we were ioiued by a rival party of mounted Franks ; imd 
on the other we were beckoned aside by some pretty friend, who was 
seated under the shade of a duster of overhanging branches. 

Had there been nothing further to antidpate, the mere sight of the 
great con^pregation of human beings collected together that morning, 
would of itself have been a highly interesting spectade. 

Probably in no otiier countiv upon earth can you encounter such 
groups as you do in Turkey ; th^ always appear as though they had 
been amuiged by an artist; andl^ndmj«elf <raL «verY oocasion just 
about to describe them, wlienliem.emb^ \\u^ \\mct^ t)^»ft^ ^sn^ ^ 
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80 more ihm once, and am compelled, however reluctaiitly^ to forego 
the indiiiation. 

Hariiig reached the crest of the hill above AmantkeuL we turned 
omr horses' heads once more towards Dolma Batch^ ; and had almost 
reached the palace when the spmid of a military band came cheerfully 
on tiie wind, and we were obliged to gallop off^ in order to secure an 
elevated station whence we conM conveniently witness the passage of 
the procession. 

We were fortunate enough to i>ossess ourselves of a spot of p;round 
that overhung the road, along which we reined up our horses m line, 
and'awaitedtne arrival of the pageant. 

The band led the way, playmg the Sultan's Grand March upon 
tiieir wind instruments, and the military followed m good order; it 
was a aouadron of the ^lite of the Turkish army, the Cavalry of the 
impensl Guard, whose several troops are distinguished by the 
dirorent colour of their horses. I counted four negro officers as 
they passed us. 

The troops were succeeded by fifty Field Officers, the General Staff 
of the Empire, well mounted and attended * and they, in their 
torn, gave place to twenty Great Officers of the Impend House- 
hold, i^ith these individuals commenced the interest and Orient- 
alism of the spectacle ; the flashing diamonds upon their breasts and 
hands, and the gHttering housings of their horses, relieving the 
monotonous slowness with which they progressed. This splendid 
tiain was followed by fourteen led mules, laden with packages, covered 
"With the gold and silver stuffs of Broussa, and secured upon the 
animals with cords of silk. The packages contained the velvet and 
satin mattresses intended for the harem of the Princess, and all the 
minor articles necessary to her household ; which are supplied by the 
Saltan, even to the feather brush that beats aside the nies from the 
dinner-tabb. 

Next came twelve beautiful white mules, magnificently housed, and 
led by pa^ dressed in a scarlet uniform : a present to the Princess 
from ner unperial father. 

Nine carnages of silver net-work, roofed and draperied with coloured 
aiUi^ each drawn by four bay horses, followed next m line; and through 
the transparent lattices glittered the costly sofa-furniture of tissue 
and embroidery ; the velvet cushions, and the golden fringes which 
were to adorn the saloons of the bridal palace. 

After these came three open droskys, with pages running at the 
faridle-rein of the superb leaders, who seemed mipatient of tne pace 
at which they travelled, and scattered the foam from their mout& as 
Hhey diamped their embossed bits: and these were overlaid with 
dothes of crixnson velvet fringed with gold, on which was displayed a 
odlection of richlv-chased silver plate. 

Then followed nve other carriages, drawn like the foregoing by four 
stately horses, containing trunks covered with coloured velvets and 
sold and silver stufiis, and clamped and hinged with wix)ught silver, 
laden with the linen of the unperial bride. 

Next came forward what, at the first glance, ^^ii ^*^^^&>^^^)^ 
the chad cf dust raised by the carriages, soeoi^ V^\i^ «,xsi^TVfi%V^^ 
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bed, extending far asthe eye could readi. Nor "was tiie iQiuioii an 
overstrained one : for this portion of the procession proyed to be a 
train of one hunared and nlhr nxen, each attended by a page, and 
bearing upon his head a basket of wioker-worlc, ooffmd with gold 
tissue and snrmonnted by a, raised dome of odoored g«ui^ decorated 
with bunches of artificial flowers. Beneath tilieso transpaient screens 
miffht be seen the toilette <^ the young Princess ; her gMea owera. 
ana jewel-studded basins— her oiamond-coverea essanoe-boxea, and 
genuned water- vases— her glittering norcdain-^ier eraerald-mounti^ 
hair-brushes— and all the •cos^ fi;aads which Utter so nouigniflcently 
the chambers of the great. Golaen cages^ filled with stulBsd birds- 
inlaid caskets, heavy with perfcunes-^musical insfcnunenta, rich with 
laboured ^Id and jewels — sahrers. up-heaped with gold 0(Mn»^-and ten 
thousand onlliant toys, if not witnoqt a name, yet ahnost without a 
use, followed in their turn ; and then came pyramids of awedmeats, 
glittering like fruits which had suddenly becai hardened into gems ; 
and trays of shawls, each one a fortune in itself, enrek^Ned acpmidj 
in wrappers of coloured gauze, tied with long loops of nbbon. 

But the most gorgeous display was yet to come; embroidered 
handkerchiefs whose gold and silver threads were mingled with sUks 
of many hues, and whose texture was almost as impabaUe as the 
gossameiv-jacKets of velvet worked on the sleeves and Dreasts with 
precious stones — ^trousers sprinkled with stars of gold and silver— 
anteries of white silk, wrousfht with coloured jewels— robes of saPtin 
powdered with seed-pearl — slippers as diminutive as tiiat of Cinderella, 
{ringed with floss silk, and powdered with rubies: and flnally, sixteen 
bearers, balancing upon their heads cages of silver wire, resting on 
cushions of crimson velvet, whereon were dispbiyed the bridal 
diamonds. The sunshine was flashing on thrai i^ they passed us, 
and at times it was impossible to look upon them. 

It seemed as though the trees of the Serai must have dropped 
diamonds, to supply the profusion of the imperial father. It is im- 
possible to describe them — ^the diadems and oracelets, the necklaces 
and wreaths, the rings and clasps : suffice it that every female article of 
dress or ornament, for which this costlv stone ooiud be made avail- 
able, was here in its magnificence ; ana assured!]^ the gifts of the 
Queen of Sheba to King Solomon must have sunk mto insignificance 
before the bridal trousseau of the Princess Mihirmah — " The Glory of 
the Moon ! " 

Forty mounted negroes appointed to her household followed, like 
demons of darkness, on the tootsteps of the flashing treasures which 
I have just described ; and I can sMelj declare tiiat I never beheld so 
hideous an assemblage of human' beings. The diamonds were quite 
secure. I should ima^e, from all depredators, under the charge of 
these frightful guardians — ^these gnomes, gjoatin^ over the produce of 
the " dark gold mines," where no light could mirude in which they 
might mirror their own ugliness ; and his Sublime Highness, or rather 
his master of the ceremonies, appeared to have beien of the same 
opinion ; for although a guard preceded the procession, none followed 
it ; and the termination of the pageant osme so abruptly upon me 
o/t^ its greatest splendour, that 1 idi «a \)hnQ^«»&i^ vss&sE&^ad 
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detained the remaining actors in the sliow^ and that something more 
must follow : but as, after the lapse of a moment, I discovered that 
all was reallv over, there was nothing for it but a steeple chase, 
**Ofver bank, trash, and brier," in order to get once more m advance 
of the procession, and thus secure a second view. 

On this we accordingly determined ; and after a gallop over ploughed 
fields, and a few leans orer sundry intervening fences and ditches, we 
fcnma onrselves on yx^ height above ArnautJ^eui, just as the gorgeous 
tftlin was b^;uming tp descend the hilL 



CHAPTER XXYin. 

ms Bridil Digf— Oqnemonj of Aco^itance^The Crowd— The KisUur-Agha and the 
C^fut Astrologer— Order of the Prooesskm— The Russian Coach— The Pftfl^ and 
Vbs Attaches— The Seraskler— Wives of the Pashas— The Saltan and the Georg^ 
SlAve. 

• 

The morrow was the bridal dav, when the fortunate Said Pasha 
was to receive his imperial bride beneath his own roof, and to look 
upon her for the first time. As yet he had not had even a glimpse of 
her through heryashmac, their omv interview having taken place on his 
arrival from the Dardanelles, when he had been summoned to the 
palace to throw himself at ner feet, and to return thanks for the 
nonour she was about to confer upon him. This interview, if such 
indeed a meeting may be termed in which one of the parties only has 
a si^t of the other, is one of the ceremonies a la rigtieur in the 
ifnpmal marriages of the East. 

The bridegroom elect is led into a room, at whose upper extremity 
a door stands ajar ; and behind this sits the lady, splendidly habited^ 
and surrounded by a train of slaves. A small portion of her em- 
broidered anteiT is suffered to pass the opening of the door ; and a 
side lattice, veiled with thin j^auze, enables ner to take a view of her 
snitor as he approaches ; which he does slowly, and upon his knees, 
the whole length of the apartment. On arriving near the " Door of 
liight" that conceals the Princess, he thrice bows his forehead to the 
earth, ere he ventures to implore a ratification of his hopes. The 
officious Kislar-Agha replies for the bride ; and after a second pros- 
tration, the Pasha returns thanks "in a neat speech;" and with the 
permission of the same personage, he then raises to his lips the hem 
of the imperial garment, and retires in the same humble posture in 
which he entered. 

The on dit at the palace whispered the disappointment of the bride 
on the present occasion, that the choice of her imperial father had not 
fallen on Mustapha Pasha of Adrianople, whom she had once seen bv 
acddent, and by whose personal beauty she had been much att^nayctedl 
It is, nevertheless, possible that this glimpse of her destined bridfi.- 
groom reconciled her to her destinv ; tor, as *\\. \& \Xi<& ^\r^»E«&s^ ^:^ 
}Q whioh Tarkhb females generally attack «si^ mv^'^^^'^^^ ^ 'cs^sss. 
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husbands, the young Pasha of the Dardanelles oould safdjy compete 
with all his nvals, bemg leally a very hMM^ffomfi and intelligent- 
loddngperson. 

Had 1 not known that such a thing was i^tbgether inmoesible, I 
should haye said, when I pulled up my packing none onlhe hsagbt 
above the palace, that the same groups oc^ipiedthe same spots where 
I had seen them on the previous day. Tnie soeme ^ not i^ypear to 
have altered in a single feature. I saw the same smiBiiff moes^ ami 
receiyed the same kmdlv greetmgs ; lauffhed at the sameSrfy, stupid- 
looking sentinels, and Doujght a cool obaufjit from the same waler- 




a Sardinian Secretary, and moreover had slept through a koR night, 
since I last stood upon that sunny hill^ and looked fnr and wi9e upon 
the same wilderness of human beings. 

The procession of the preceding dav had been announced to start 
from Dolma Batdi^ at eight o'clodc, but tiie mid-daj mnezsin had 
been called from the minarets, ere the first trumpeter issued from the 
portaL Profiting, therefore, by our experience, we partook of a quiet 
breakfast on the present occasion, ere we sped to tiie soeue of action ; 
and we had judged ri|B;htly in so doing, for we were yet considerably 
in advance of the bndaT train. Nevcarthdess, it is certain that the 
bagjg[affe-mules and the treasure-carriages reouned more time to pre- 
pare them for the journey than the imperial bride and her attendant 
train of ladies ; for the^ Eiskr-Agha was yet girding on his sword 
with aU the quiet precision of a man who has no cause for haste, 
when a negro of the 'Serai rushed into the apartment, and startlca 
him with the intelligence that her Highness was not only ready to 
start, but actually in the great saloon (n the harem, waiting fornim 
to precede her to her carriage. At this announcementuie portly 
personage suffered his weapon to fall from his hands ; and tossing his 
arms above his head, he filled the apartment with his outcries. 

" Who has done tnis P Who has insidiously counsdled this haste ? 
Where is the traitor who would destroy the imperial danghter of our 
noble Sultan P (May his beard be white !) It yet wants ten minutes 
of the time ap^inted by the astrologer— the lucky moment is not 
come— and until it arrives, she shall not set her foot without the 
palace, were it ten times her bridal day." 

At length, however, the auspicious moment really did arrive, when 
the Eislar-Agha was himself the first to hasten the departure of the 
Princess. Tne procession was the very triumph of mystoy. All the 
high-born beauties of Stamboul were to pass us by, and we were only 
to imagine the loveliness on which we were to have no opportunity of 
looking. The Sultan's band opened the march, and executed with 
great precision a piece of martial music, composed for the occasion by 
&eir talented leader, Donizetti ; a regiment of cavalry followed, and 
was succeeded in its turn by a gorgeous tndn of Pashas, among whom 
rode the bridegroom; and then came the European carriage of the 
Sultan, drawn by four bay horses, each led hj a pa^ in a scarlet and 
gold \mifeim. This was succeeded b^ ^<& m^gcsnal c^ate coadi, of 
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aQyer gili, the raised ooraioe abore the roof inlaid with conielians, 
a^fates, and jaspers, the masnifioent gift of the Emperor of Russia to 
his Turkish ally; the gilded lattices, timragh wnidi gfeamed the 
jealous curtains c^ rose-aJoored ailk^ were doseljr shut, and the 
imperial bride was ihe sole tenant of the costly Taiide. lliis car- 
riage, which was drawn l^ six stately horses from the personal stnd 
of the Autocrat, was followed by that in whidi the Princess had been 
accustomed to drire on state oocaaaons; the windows were thrown J 
back, and the curtains undrawn— it was empty. Next came the ^ 
Sultana-Mother, the Princess Sahhe, and the younger sister of the 
1>ride, a sweet-looking girl of ekren or twelve years of age, who sat 
beside her veiled reliraves in a heavy head-dress of black velvet, over- 
charged with diamonds, but whose fiur young&oe laughed out in 
loveuness beneath tiie hideous disfiguremoit. xhese were succeeded 
by a second Bxissian carriage, drawn bjr four horses similar to those 
in the state coach, an offering of Husaan poli(w to Achmet Pasha^ 
whose Buyuk Hanoum was wnhin, attendedDy tnree female slaves. 

The tnun amounted in all to fcirfy-seven carriages and four, many 
of them toianted by five and even six indiriduals, whose coquettishly 
arranged $(uhmacs afforded at times something more than a nimpse of 
their fair faces, a hxi of which the negro guard appeared so wdl 
awaie^ that on some suggestion from one of them to a Pasha, who 
rode immediately in front kA the imjpeiial carriage, on the second 
apparition of our partjr Vv tiie way-side (which, loit dit en pattamt, 
must have been suffiaenUy attractive to the veiled beauties, beinj^ 
TOinclpally composed of .attaehSs to the differoit embassies), his 
Eiceltemy addressed himsc^ to me in very tolerable French, ana told 
me that, although t was indiridually at liberty to accompany the 
procession to the palaoe-ffates if I wished to do so, he must request 
that the gentlemen would not attempt to advance further. But tiie 
prohibition was more readilv ntterea than obeyed ; and we only just 
waited for a first glimpse of the fifty negroes who formed the rtor- 
gnard ere we were off again, ad fast as our generous horses would 
carry us. 

And well should we have been repaid when we pulled up midway 
of the steep descent leading to the palace, had it only been by the 
flj>ectacle of the wily old Seraskier, who rode beside the window of 
tne state coacL in a state of admirably got-np agitation : first shouting 
to the troop of attendants who hung on to the wheels, like a man 
in the last a^ny^ and then modulating his voice to the extremest 
eentleness of which it was susceptible, to implore of the imperial 
Bride not to imagine that there existed the slightest danger : half 
the fuss that he was making meanwhile, being more than sumcient 
to satisfy her that she was on the eve of being hurled over the 
precipice. 

On her arrival in the court of the palace. Said Pasha, on his knees 
beside the carriage, received her in his arms, and carried her into the 
fijeat saloon of the narem ; the ladies of the court, \rho had the entree^ 
rollowed in succession : the golden gates w^xe dosed \ «cvd\\3k& «Axi.^^^ 
had nothin|r more to ao than to shake the dxist lTcynv.\>^fc\i %«cKi>ec^>'~\ 
and truly it was about an inch thick — ^to avi^Jdo^ ^^ ^^ks^sa ^v v»« 
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lemonade in the saddle, and to gallop back, under a bomin? son, to 
their respective homes. 

Each PasluL on the occasion of an imperial marriage, sends on 
a stated day his Buynk Hanomn. or principal y/iSe, to tiie palace, 
attended by two slaves, to oonffratulate the Princess on ner approaching 
nuptials * and these are tiie ladies who sabseguently f oim the reoeption 
circle at her new home. At the visit of felicitation, when the Sultan 
receives them on tiie part of his august daughte^ they are presented 
bj tlie munificent Soverei^ with an antery, iacket, and trousers of 
nch stuff, a pair of embroidered slippers, and a diamond ring : the 
same articles, but fitted in value to their station, being bestowed also 
on their attendajits. In this magnificent costume th^ are expected 
to appear on the bridal dajr ; and on their departure from the inesenoe, 
they place their own giffcs in the hands of the Eislar-AffluLwfaich are 
alwa^ of the extremest richness that the means of tne Taaha wiU 
permit. 

An amusing anecdote is connected with this ceremony, which, being 
authentic, I may as well relate. The imperial nresentation negatives 
the necessity of pashmaes, and thus Sultan Mahmoud eigovs the 
exdusive privilege of forming a judgment on the taste of his Padias. 
On the maniaee of the Princess Sauh^^ the Beiss Effendi forwarded 
to the imperial presence the mother of his sons, a lady to whom nature 
had not originally been lavish of her gifts2ana who had subsequently 
lost an eye during an attack of plague. His SubHme Highness was 
observed to fidget upon his sofa as the presentation took jplaoe, but 
the Buyuk Hanoum was received with all the honours due to the 
exalted rank of her husband, and departed laden with tiie rich gifts 
of imperial generosity. 

On the morrow, however, a caique impelled by three rowers, and 
freighted with a closely veiled female under the guard of a par^ olF the 
negroes of the Serai, pushed off from the Palace of Dolma Batch^, and 
ran alongside the terrace of that of the minister ; when the lady was 
landed^ and, on being conducted into the presence of the Beiss l^endi, 
her veil was withdrawn, and she proved to be a lovely Georgian slave 
of about sixteen years of age, in all the first burst of her young beau^, 
a present to the noble from his imperial master, accompanied by a 
command, that should another occasion occur in which tne wives of 
the* Pashas were required to iq)pear before the Sultan, the Beiss 
Effendi would cause the dark-eyed Geor^an to act as the repre- 
sentative of a lady, whose age and infirmities must render all court 
ceremonials extremely irksome to her feelings. 

Of course, the lovely slave was one of the bridal train of the 
Princess Minirm^h ! 
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A COUFU! of da;s of reat succeeded to the marriage festivities, azid 
during that time all the tents which had fringed the height at>ove 
Dohns Batch^ were tratufeired to the Valle; oS the Sweet Waters, 
whither ther were fallowed b; the tumblers, rope-dancers, uid jug- 
{^ers, who had delighted the crowd in the puruens of the imperial 
piJace. A new re;oidn(r was to succeed the bridal fStes ; the two 
fomtger sons of the Sultan, and dgbt thousand children, belonging 
to ererr class of the Turkish population, &om tite Pashas to the 
oharcoal-TendoTS of the metrop^ and its vicinity, were to be dicnm- 
oised witk much pomp at Kaludtdiuu. Atemparar;baildinK,idiqied 
like a crescent, and enable of containing the miole number, had been 
erected above the upp^ kiosk, and near the bcnrder of the stream, 
sao» which a new bridge had been thrown ; the paTilion was lined 
tbron^ioat with rich han^ngs, and well cushioned, and presented a 
Yen gay and pretty appearance. 
, Tbo Sultan entertained the imperial family at his palace on 
the Barbyses ; the Fashas gave doily dinners in their tents ; and 
tiiere was not an anba in Constantinople or Fera that was not in 
requisition. 

After pasEnng to Eyoub in our caique, we hired a okxe anba, in 
which we drove to the vallev. The scene was a very animated one : 
lines of coffee-tents dung to the sides of the heights ; gicnps of 
vomen, seated on th^ mat^ were scattered over the greensward; 
itinerant frmt-merdiants wamkred to and fro, with their strmwberries 
wsaHj arranged in small baskets wreatJied with oak-leares, aad their 
diernes heaped in pyramids; mohalibi and yahonrt were to be seen 
on all sides : the little fbuntama of the sherbet-vendors were *™H'"c 
Uie distant sheep-bells; and, high above the heads of the crowd, a 
lope-dancer was balancing hmuelf in mid^air, with his crimson satin, 
T^tment flaring in the b^ sunshine. 

One pretty feature in the scene was the constant succession of 
scholastic processions ; each mosque sending its little troc^, headed by 
an Imam, to wrade the vaJlej, &nd to chant a prayer for tin preser- 
vation of the Snltan's sons; al'tcrwhichalltbechddrenof iheTuikish, 



Greek, Armenian, C^oLc, and Jewislt schoob. accompanied by their 
masters, passed before the Sultan, aud shared in the festivities, to 
which they had been especially iiinted. Nor tras the ravearinoe of 
the l^irkish children who assisted at the ceremony, less intereatin£\ar 
tiuT all, save those belonging to the laore duAaiuE!u^tiK&. Vu^sm^'^ 
wore a vast quanHtv of gold embroidery ihcm.'i.<L\t«a (Rate w^ J 
*we(&(»Md^ai[£adofuaifonn,proTidcaiQiti^^D.\il'Oa&^i<£BXA.- 
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liad their long hair plaited in innumerable braids, and woven together 
with gold threads, sometimes to a quarter of a yard in breadth. 

For the first hour I was exceedingly amused. The Barbyses was 
alive with caiques— the air was loud with music and laughter— the 
greensward was crowded with arabas and idlers ; and every shady tree 
Had a colony beneath its boughs. But I soon wearied of the coil and 
confdsion by which I was surrounded : the green, fresh, quiet valley 
had lost all its charm ; I could scarcely recognize my favourite spots : 
nor was it until the close of twilight, when the illuminated glones of 
the port flashed out like a circle of nre in the distance, that I became 
reconciled. The moon sUyeted over the rippdiog river ; the nightin- 
gales w^ loud in tiie palace gardens; a million of twinkling stars 
were relieving the deep bme of the summer sky ; while here and there 
erections of many>^loured light rose flashing out amid the leafy 
boughs of the dowd-invaded glen. Pashas came and went in their 
noiseless caiques ; duldmers and tambourines deadened at times the 
mu^o of the night bird ) and the low wind, which heayed the elastic 
brandies of the wttter-willoW) and came sighing along ihe ripple of 
the BWeet river, rendeted the valley by ni^t a scene of enchantment. 

I wUidered to the grave of the Odidique : the moonlight was rest- 
ing upon the i^eoord-fitone ; and a nightingale, seated amid the branches 
of the over IttOd^ tree, was breathing out its son^ of moiumful 
melody t it wt^ml vwhj from the idle thnMUg of levdferB, and I was 
weak Inoogh to b6 gka that it was so. ^ 

The night was so lovely that we dismissed our araba, and deter- 
mined oil retuniillfi: in a oaiqae as far as the Palace of Eyoub. where 
I had been invited, by the Princess Azmh, to pass the nij^t : out, on 
arriving there, we found th^ the Sultana and the prindoal ladies of 
her household had been detsuned by the Sultan, and would not return 
until ihb following day. 

As, however, I was fearful that the opportunity of seeing this 
palace might not recur, from the fact that the Princess never inhabits 
it save on occasions of festival at Kahaitchana, when she profits by its 
vicinity to the valley, I availed myself of the offer of the house- 
steward to show me over the state apartments, which are entirely 
unfurnished, but in themselves extremely magnificent. The screen of 
light that extended along the whole front of the building cast its glare 
through the unshuttered windows, and was reflected back by the 
gildcnT walls ana glittering cornices. The decorations throughout are 
heavy, but of the greatest richness, and by far the most Oriental in 
their vdiarad^er, of any that I had vet seen. The palace was built by 
Sultan Selim, and its situation is beautifol. What was formerly the 
jeoeption-ioom of that unfortunate Sovereign, is entirelj lined with 
gilding, the walls being niched, and overhung with stalactited cornices 
similar to those which decorate many of our old cathedral tombs ; and 
the weight of this elaborate ornament is relieved by a ceiling of faint 
blue, sprinkled with silver s1»rs. But the absence of furniture, and 
the vast extent of the buildii^, gave an air of desolation and discom- 
fort to its whole appearance, which even the well-matted and cur- 
t^ed rooms that had been temporaxily ^l\M.-\r^lQTV)ck&x>»&^itJbA 
Sa/Uaa's barem failed to overcome; axJi, coTiaftqjj«a!^,'«'V«!a.^\Mb^ 
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HATinG decided on vititiDK BH^Iae^ we hired u islaad ouquo 
with taat BtoQt rowen, wd ponded onnehcs with lieaij of coals 
•nd doals, & buket of prorisifnu, and a few Ttdnniea of frencli 
ohsRoe 1 and thns we set sail fran the GoldcB Horn on the bat day 
nl Ms;, hannR StamboBl sll BiJendonr and smuhine. 

A bntk ntntheilr wind oamed na tqudlr out into tiie Fmtxnitis: 
all suls wtte mA ; nf father and tajml oomfoiMilT Mtddiihed 
amoDK "the wr^s," onr Gietk servant ensconced Mtwnm two 
baakiAs, the sterannao s^oatted npon the poop of the boat, grinning 
^iplanse, sod revealing m his sMisfiwtion a set of teeth as white u 
ivor; ; and, eie lonr, excepting this hurt, oni attendant, and mrself, 
evtTj Bonl on board was asleep. 

In less than two hoois. Stunboul had Tsnished like a vision, and 
could onl; be traced b; the line of heavr mist whioh sldrted the bori- 
eon. Theooast of Asia Minor was darkening as we adnnoed wealing 
the dense diaper; (^ vapour woven \)j the excessive heat— the uMnm- 
tain chain, bntastic in outline, strchihed far as tbe C^e coold readi, 
and we had slread; left behind us tlie two qoaint tOWS which form 
so peculiar an obieot from the heights above ConstantiDOple. But 
here the wind failed us altogether : the slumbering CNqaqhes were 
awakened, th« oars were plied, and we moved over die S^ of Mar- 
mora, of which I had such horrible siemories, from the night of pain 
and peril that I had ^passed upon it on mj w^ to Tnike;, as though 
we had been tfavenmg a lake. 

Twilight daikened over us thns ; and then a light breese tempted 
OS again to set the sails, and we glided along smoothly, skirting the 
lodk^ coast until we reached the point opposite Brpnssa ; wolch, 
shii^ng rapid!; downwards to the beach, a1ladeI!&^teH«^<A^)^'0&'^ 
{^imousmoDiL (hat was rising broad and ted innaettw^'il':'^'*'"^^^^^ 
Md bacaig a iuw (^ iifht along tite Tip{A,e wUc^ ^«KEii«&^Su> «»^ 
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After having sated myself with the bright moon, the mjriad siua. 
and tiie mysterious mountains, at whose base the waves had hdkmed 
cayems, throngh whidi they dashed with a noise like thunder, and 
once or twice almost deluded me into a belief that I could distinguish 
the sound of human voices issuing £rom tiieir depths, I at kn^ 
yielded to the excessive &tigue that ovierpowered me ; and, wiappmg 
myself dosely in my manlie, I stretdied myself akng the bottom <2 
the caique, and did not again awaken until tne boatmen announced our 
arrival at Moudania. 

It was an hour past midnight, and not a sound came to us from the 
town. A score of Arabian barks were anchored off the shore, whose 
seaward houses overhang the water: the white minarets of the 
mosques were in strong relief upon the talL dark, thickly-wooded 
mountains, which rose unmediatcdy behind them, and whence the 
song of the nightingales swept sweetly and sadly over the mnle ; 
and had we not been drenched with the heavy dew that had Dulen 
during the night, I should have been quite satisfied to remain until 
daylight in the caaque, which soon entered a little creek in the ccaitre 
of the town. 

But. previously to casting anchor, we were obliged to pfuU con- 
siderably higher up tiie guK m order to show ourselves at the Custom 
House, and to exmbit our Teskar^, or Turkish passport, as mUl as to 
submit our two travelling portmanteaux, and our provision-hampor^ to 
the inspection of the ftTMninmg officer. After a vast deal of knockmg 
and calling, an individual was at len^^th awakened, who came yawning 
into the caique with a paper-lantern m his hand, and his eyes onhr hm 
open; and who, after looking drowsily about him, murmur^ out 

padsekisk" and prepared to depart ; upon which a few piastres woe 
given to lum, and he returned on shore. 

The word backshich is the first of which a traveller leanis the 
meaninjBr in Turkey : it signifies fee, or present. The Pasha receives 
backshich for procuring a place or a pension for some petitioner ; 
then, of course, it is a present, and precisely as unwelcome as it is 
unexpected : the boy who picks up vour glove or your wh^D, as you 
lide along the street, demands backsoich — he must be fee'd for his 
civility, frothing is to be done in the country without backshich. 

On entering the creek we despatched the servant and one of the 
caioueihes to the house of the Oreek Archbishop of Broussa, to whom 
we had brought a letter, and who had removed to the coast for tiie 
benefit of sea-bathing; but his Holiness was from home, and there 
was consequently no ingress for us. In this dilemma, for hotels there 
are none, we had no altemative but to accept for a few hours the 
hospitalify of one of the boatmen, until we could procure horses to 
carry us on to Broussa ; and we consequently made our debut in Asia 
Minor in an apartment up two flights of rickety stairs, walled with 
mud, and shivering under our footsteps. But it suffices to state that 
the caiqueghe was a Greek, for it is to be understood at once by eveiy 
Eastern traveller that the house was cleanly to perfection, and our 
reception by the hostess, even at that untoward hour, courteous and 
attentive. 

JksSauv the (ferrant had brooch the V&gg^iC!^ u^B^^ms^ 109 tvUbssc^ 
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worn oat by fat^fue. was sound aale^ upon tlie divan ; and, wlien the 
attendant nad withdrawn, I also elaaiy prepared myself for ihe enjoy- 
ment of a few hours' repose ; ana, casting off my shoes and winding a 
shawl about my head, 1 took possession of tlie opposite side of tne 
sofBL and should soon have followed his example, waea I was aroused 
by tne light foot of tilie caiquejhe's wife in the apartm^it, who opening 
a small chest, cast over me a sheet and coverlet as white as snow, and 
then retired as quietly as she came. 

But that sheet and coverlet changed the whole tide of my feelings ; 
the chest in which they had been kept was of pypress-wood-H^ney 
were strongly impreffuated with its odoui^-I was exhausted by fatigue 
and excitement — and a thousand visions of death and the grave came 
over me in the half dreamy state in which I lay, that by no means 
. added to my comfort. 

With a morbidity of imagination to which I am unhiq^pily subject 
I followed up at lengUi one fantastic and ^oomy image, imtil 1 
began to beheve myself in a state of semi-exiStence, habitmg with 
the dead ; but the deluaion was brie( for I was soon as disagreeably 
Qpnvinced that my affair was at present altogether with the living. 
r had been warned that Eroussa was as celeorated for its bugs as 
for its baths, but I had never contemplated such martvrdom at 
Moudania ! I sprang from the sofa, shook my habit with all my 
strength, and th^ folding mv fur pdisse for a pillow, I stretched 
myself on the carpet^ and left the luxuries of the cushioned divan to my 
father, who, fortunately for him, proved to be a sounder sleeper than 
myselt. 

At five o'clock, the horses came to the door ; and after partaking 
sparinjBily of the provisions which we had brought with us, we drank a 
cup orexoellent coffee, prepared by our hostess, and descended to the 
street where my European saddle, b v no means a common sight at 
Moudania^ had ooOectea a crowd of idlers. 

Had Cruikshank been by when we started, we should assuredly not 
have escaped his pungent pemnL My father led the van. mounted 
an a high-peaked country saddle, with a saddle-doth of tarnished 
embroidery, and a pair of shovel stumps ; I followed, potted above a 
coarse wooUen blanket, with my habit tucked u^, to preserve it from 
the stream of filth that was sluggishly making its way tiux>u^h the 
street ; after me came our Greek servant, sitting upon a pile of cloaks 
and gieat coats, holding his pipe in one hand, and his umbrella in the 
other ; and he was succeed^ in his turn by the serucljhe who had 
charge of our luggage, and who rode between the portmanteaux, 
lyftlRwratig the provision-basket before him, dressed in a huge black 
turban, ample drawers of white cotton, and a vest of Broussa silL 
Hie procession was completed bv three attendants on f oot^ the owners 
of tl^ horses ; and thus we aiefiled through the narrow and dirty 
streets of Moudania^ on our way to the ancient capital of the Ottoman 
empire. 

For a time the mists were so dense that, although we had the sea- 
sand beneath the hoofs of our horses, we could not diatingiiiah ths&. 
water : and, as we turned suddenly to tlie nigVA., «3^\xv9^3cw^'^'^v&^ 
/aiti all alive with lahomers, the vapoms "wesce xcii^m% ^^^^^s^^sft ^ 
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the liills iinmediately in front of us. Feathered even to tlidr sum- 
mits with, trees, they appeared to rest agiainst Ihe tiiick folds of heavy 
white mist in which they had been enveloped duiing the nigh^ 
and presented the most fentastio shapes. I never traversed a more 
loyely country ; vineyards were succeed by mulberry plantations and 
oUve {groves, jnirdens of cucumber-plants^ beet-root and melons, 
stretches of rich com land, and inunense ftlauis, hemmed in by gigantic 
mountains, of which the unredeemed portions were a porf eot garden. 

1 have spoken, in my little work on Portugal, of the beau^ of the 
wild flowers in that country; but I found that those of Asia even 
tftmsoended them. Pehcate flowing shrubs, herbs of ddidous 
peifiime, and blossoms of every dye, were about our path : the bright 
Blac-coloured gum cistus, with a drop of eold in its centre— the snowy 
privet, with i& scented cone— the wild noUyhock— 4he bindweed, as 
transparent and' as variously coloured as in an Bkiropean parterre— the 
mallow, with its pale petals of pink and white— *the torguoise, as blue 
as a summer sky, and as laige as a field-daisv— the foxglove, springing 
finom amid the rocky masses by the wayside, like virtue strag^ing 
with adversity, and seeming doubly beautifal from the contrast— the 
bright yellow olossom which owes to its conrtantly vibrating petals 
the vulgar name of ** woman's tongue ''^^the sweet-scented .purple 
starch-flower— wild roses, woodbine, and above all, the passion-nower, 
some^t^at smaller than tnat cultivated in ISurope, but retaining per- 
fectly its pale tmts and graoeM ohankcter, were mingled witn a 
thousand others that were new to me. 

Upon one spot on this yhin I saw the richest dump of vegeta- 
tion that I ever met with in mv lifle. It was a small mound near 
the road-side, covered with dwart aloes and amm ; I made one of the 
seridjhes tear up a plant of the latter for me to examine, and it 
was perfectly gigantic ; the blossom measured eighteen indies from 
the Base of the calyx to the extremity of the i>etal; the colour 
was a deep, rich ruby, and the stem was five or six feet in hdflht. 
I need scarody add that the stench whidi it emitted was intoleraole, 
and we were obliged to rub our hands with wild chamomile to lia 
ourselves of it. 

The butterflies were small, sober-oobured, and scarce ; but the birds 
which surrounded us were various and interesting-;-the bullfinch, the 
elegant blackcap, the nightingale, maJdng the air vocal; and the 
cuckoo, whose sharp, quick note cut shrillv through the sweet scHur 
with which it could npt assimilate-^the skylark, revdlinfr iu light, ana 
drinking in the sunshine— the partridge, half hidden amid the com, or 
winging its way along the valley, kept us constuit company; while 
the niMestic storks sailed over our heads, with Iheir lon^ thin legs 
folded bacL and their long thin iiecks stretched forwara, steering 
themsdves by theirfeet; (nrremained, gravelvstandiDfi[ near the hmiS 
side, eyeing us as we passed with aU the conndence of impunity. 

After rising a toloublv steep hill, we dracended into a plain of 

vast extent, through which brawled a rapid river, crossed by a bridge 

of considerable span, wherein a herd of buflSaloes were cooung tiiem* 

sdves; some lyin^ on their sides, wallowing in the mud, and others 

standing up to their noses in waiter, «sd ^ueliiEn%\)GL<&^ist^\)K»^ ^ v 
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Sim under which we were ahnost fainting. As I pnlled up for an 
instant to observe them, a kingfisher darted from a clump of under- 
wood overhanging the bank, glittering in the light, and looking as 
though it had pilfered the rainbow. 

Having passed the plain^ we again descended, and stopped mid-way 
of the mountain before a httle hut of withered boughs, tenanted by a 
superb-looking Tiurk. who dispensed coffee and pipes to travellers ; 
beside the hut a hsmosome fountain of white granite poured forth a 
copious sti^am of sparkling rock water : and on the other side of the 
road a very fine wamut-tree overshadowed a bank covered with grass. 
Upon this bank the servant spread our mat ; and, having remov^ the 
large fijapning hats of leghorn which we wore,' we revelled in the dense 
shade and refreshing coobess ; nor were we the only individuals to 
whom they had proved welcome, for a portion of the space was already 
occupied by a Turkish woman, whose husband was in the coffee-hue. 
and who accepted readily a part of our luncheon, although she ooula 
not partake of it with us, the presence of my father preventing the 
removal of h.er ^asAmac, I felt glad that she received the offer in the 
spirit in which it was made, for the Turks are so universallv hospitable 
that my obligations to them on this score are weighty ; and. singularly 
enough, this was the first occasion on which I had ever had an oppor- 
tunity of returning the compliment. 

We lingered on this sweet spot nearly an hour, and then, continuing 
our descent, and crossing a little stream at its foot, we clomb a lofty 
mountain, whence we looked down upon a scene of surpassing beauty. 
Before us towered a chain of rocks, whose peaks were clothed with 
snow; and beneath us spread a valley dotted with mulberry and 
walnut trees, green with com and vineyards^ and eay with scattered 
yillages. At the base of the highest mountam lay JBtoussil and even 
in the distance we could distinguish the gleaming out ot the white 
bufldings from among the dense foliage which embosomed them. 

Erom this point a new feature of Deauty was added to the land- 
scape : fountains rose on all sides, the overflowing of whose basins 
had frequentl]^ worn a deep channel across the road, where the waters 
rushed glittering and bi^wling along. With the form of one of these 
fountains I was particularly struck ; it vf9S evidently of considerable 
antiquity, and was overshadowed by a majestic lime-tree, whose long 
branches stretched far across the ro^ui ; but its source was dried, and 
it was rapidly faUing to decay. 

A great stretch of road, titer we had passed the exhausted foun- 
tain, traversed another of those immense plains for which this part of 
the country is celebrated. No monotonv. however, renders them 
irksome to the traveller ; on the contrary, they are chanustenstio and 
various in the extreme. Gigantic walnut-trees, laden with fruit ; fig- 
trees, ahnost bending beneath their own produce ; Uttle wildernesses 
of giun dstus, carpeting the earth with their petals ; woods of mul- 
berry-trees ; stretches of dwarf oak, with here and there timber of 
larger size overtopping them ; grass land, gay with tents, pitched for 
the accommodation of those who guard tne dioveft q1 W^i^ ^ec%:c£&si, 
in their vicinity; camels browsinff on. t\ie ^omsl^ ^<c^\& ^\^^ Vst^^ 
tree9; herds of buffaloes, with ttieir fiftt mA c?Na«et^r^«^V^^T«s 
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folding backward^ aM their coarse and scantily-covered Mdes oakes 
with Ae mud in which they have been wallowing ; and flodoi of goats 
as wild and as agile as the chamois, keep the eye and the imagiiiatkm 
alike employed. 

Now and then a native traveller, mounted on his high-peaked 
saddle, with a brace of sUver-mountea pistols and a yataghan peeping 
&om amid the folds of the shawl that binds lus waist ; his amj^ 
turban descending low upon his brow, and his yellow boots resting 
upon a pair of shovel stirrups ; his velvet jacket slung at his haufky 
and the long pendent sleeves of his strii)ea silk robe hanging to his 
bridle-rein, passes you by. His horse is, nine times out <tf t^ 
scarcely one remove from a pony, but it can go like the wind; and, 
as it t^ses its well-formed head, expands its eager nostn^ and soours 
alonj? with its Ions tail streaming in the wind, you are munediately 
remmded that both the animal and his rider are, although lemot^, 
of Tartar origin. Of course, the horse has his charm against the 
Evil Eye, as well as his' master ; and, moreover, peihi^», nis brow- 
bancL or breeching, prettily embroidered with small cowries, and his 
saddle-cloth gay with the tarnished glories of past splendour. 

At times you are met bv a parbr of Greek seruoihea returning to 
Moudada with a band of hired horses, which, althou£Jli th^have 
probably tired the patience and wearied the whip of their atrani^ 
riders, are now racing along amid the shouts ana laughter ci their 
owners, as though they were engaged in a steeple chase. A doud of 
dust in the distance heralds the aoproach of a train of mdely-ahaped 
waggons, frequently formed of wiclcer-work, drawn by oxen or mabif 
Iocs, and geaierally laden with tobacco ; while, nearer the dty, gangs 
of donkeys, carrying neatly-packed piles of mulberrv boughs for the 
use of the silk-worms, which form the staple trade ot the neighbour- 
hood, complete the moving picture. 

The river which traverses the plain is spanned by a bridge of five 
beautifully-formed arches. When we passed, it was so shrunken that 
an active leaper might have cleared it at a bound ; but the current 
was frightfully rapid, and the channel, heaped with flints and sand, 
had evidently been insufficient to contain its volume during tiie 
winter, as the land, for a wide space on either side, bore traces of 
having been flooded. 

On the edge of the plain stands the fountam of Adzim Tz^sm^ssi, 
overshadowed by three fine maple-trees, and in itself exceedingly 
])icturesque. ^ A rudely-constructed kiosk, raised a couple of steps 
irom the ground, and surrounded by seats, protects the small basin of 
granite into which the water rises, and whence it afterwards escapes 
by pipes into two exterior reservoirs : that which is shaded by the 
maples bemg reserved for the use of travellers, and the other for the 
supply of cattle. 

Here, of course, we found a caf^ihe, surrounded by a group of 
smokers, and procured some excellent coffee and cherries. 

During our halt, a party of Bohemian ^psies. on their way to the 
coast, stopped to refresh themselves and their donkeys at' the mountain 
spring. Tnev were about thirty in number, and tiie men were remarkably 
till md wcU'lookingf but formidiBSble enoug\i) m\^ \!t^ \ia^fji«k^ 
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yataghans peeping from their girdles ; they had two or three sickly 
weary chiloren, in their tnun, who appeared half dead with heat ana 
toil ; and half a dozen withered old women, who mi^ht have sat for 
the originals of Macbeth's witches, they were so " gnm and grisly ; " 
but there was one female amoxig them, a dark-eved, rosy-lipped 
maiden of sixteen, or thereabouts, who was the peiectiono£ loveli- 
ness. For a while she stood apart, but, as the rest of the tribe, 
attracted by mv riding-dress, clustered about me, and assailed me bv 
questions to wnich I was utterly unable to reply, she at length tooK 
courage and joined the party. As her wild and timid g:lauce wan- 
dered from me to her companions, I found that it invariably rested 
upon one individual, and I had little difficulty in filling up the 
romance suggested by her earnest looks. Nor was I deceivea ; for 
when tiie tiibe moved away, the bridle of her donkey was held by the 
tall, sunburnt youth to whom she had attracted my attention ; and as 
they passed the stream he did not relinquish it, though he trod knee- 
deep m water, when he might have traversed the little bridge without 
wettii^ the soles of his feet ; but in recompense of his devotion, he 
feastccL as he went, on the smiles of his iak mistress, and the cherries 
which I had poured into her lap. After their departure I made a 
hasty sketch of the fountain, and then quitted with reluctance a spot 
80 redolent of beauty. 

The plain at this point appeared to be set in one uninterrupted 
frame-work of mountains, — ^tne river ran shimmering and sparkling 
through its centre ^ the muIbeTnr and walnut trees were scattered 
thickly over its enture surface ; the douds. as they flitted by, created 
a thousand beautiful varieties of Hght ana shade ; and the soft wind 
that sighed through the maple leaves almost made me forget my 
fiatigue. 

What rills of water we passed through after we left the plain ! 
Every quarter of a mile we encountered a f oimtain ; and for upwards 
of a league we rode through the heart of a mulberry plantation, 
fringed with noble walnut-trees. At some of the fountains groups of 
women were washing : and it was amusinf to see them hi^ily 
huddling on their pasimacs as thev remarkea the approach of our 
party. In many cases the water which escaped from ihe basins pro- 
vided for it, ran rippling along the road, and covering the whole 
surface for a considerable distance, ere it buried itself among the long 
grass that skirted the plantation. The mulberry wood was succeeded 
by gardens : and the nch, rank vegetation reminded me strongly of 
Portugal tnan which I never saw any country more similar. 

At a short distance from Broussa, a fine old wall, based on the 
living rock, rose in its stem hoary decay immediateljr before our 
path ; clusters of mouldering towers, half oversrown with parasites, 
from among which gleamed out the modern ana many-gabled palace 
of some Turkish noble, aU apparently ^wing out of its grey remains, 
varied the outline; nor did we lose sight of them unti( on reaching 
the gate of the city, we turned sharply to the right, in oitler to escape 
the Jews' quarter; and, on arriving in that appropriated to the 
Greeks, took possession of a faniished^oxvfieNiViiaji&V^S^AR:^^^^^ 
for us 0/ the polite Attention of Mi. Tr- — , mj^. iaraRSDMSi^^ssiK^Eas^^ 
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to wl^om "we had a letter ; when, on approaching the window, I found 
that the view was bonnded by the same old wall, crowned by achann- 
ing kiosL with its trellised terrace and domed temple overnnng with 
rosea ; while tiie rock, and even the wall itself, were thickly covered 
with wild yines, trailing their Ions branches like garlands ; flowering 
rock-plants in abundance, and white iessamine and other parasites, 
rooted in the «ffden above, and Tningiing their blossoms with those 
which Nature alone had planted. 

A statehr Turk was seated at the open window of the kiosk, 
smoking his chibouk, and attended by his pipe-bearer ; who, when he 
had aausfied his own onriosity, slowly withdrew, mi was shortly 
replaced by a female, closely veiled, and followed by a conple of 
slaves. I fell asleep on the sofk wi^out obtainiog a glimpse of 
her face : and, on awaking, found that she had departed inlier tnriL 
and that a ^party of solemn-looking Mussulmauns had estabHahed 
themselves in the temple, from which they could overlook the whde 
of our apartment, where they were smoking, and drinking large gob- 
lets of water. 

I do not know when the party broke up, as I retreated to the other 
side of the house, and took possession of a room whose windows 
looked into a court enclosed by high waUs painted in fresco, and con- 
taining two pretty f ount^uns. whose ceaseless murmurings aocm hilled 
me once more to sleep. A nne lime-tree threw its shade ftr into the 
apartment; a fismale voice was singing in the distano^and as I cast 
myself on the divan, and dosed my eyes, a feeling <n loxory orept 
over me which influenced my dreams. 
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At an early hour on the following morning we started, accompanied 
by a guide, and our own servant who acted as dra^oman^ to visit 
such objects of interest as might exist in the immeouate vicinity of 
the city ; and after climbing the hill on which the ancient wall is based, 
and passing through a fine old gate, in whose neighbourhood we 
remarked several Greek inscriptions that had apparently been dis- 
placed at the capture of the city, as one or two ot them are inverted, 
we found ourselves in front of the Mausoleum of Sultan Orcan. 

This sovereign, who was the son of Othman, the first Torldah 
Emperor, took Broussa (which was at the time the capital of Bithinia), 
ia the jrear 1350 ; and, according to ano\d moi^Bi^ fSso^Ti^s^^VAsk 
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I consulted on the spot, ''He found three towers filled with the 
treasures of these kings, which they had been amassing from the first 
building of the city ; j^d and silver in ingots and in coins ; pearls 
and jewels, among which were twelye precious stones, unique in value ; 
formtnre and dresses wrought in gold and silver: crowns of great 
price filled with sold and pearls; saddles, pantaloons, and swords 
worked with golc^ and pearls, and jewels — ^forming altogether the 
lading of seven nundred camels, all of which he despatched to his native 
country. This done^ he collected together all the young children : 
some he caused to he on their stomachs upon the eartl^ where he 
trampled them beneath the feet of horses ; others he flung into the 
liver J and others again he exposed naked to the sun, where thev died 
of thnrst. Manv mothers stifled their chiMreiL rather than deliver 
them over to the barbarian. It would be difficult to describe the 
tormoits inflicted on the bishops, the priesthood, and the monks; 
•ome mm drowned, some burnt, some dragged by horses, &c. &c" 

" This monarch,'' nunnies the historian, was brave, luxurious, and 
generous ; and was the husband of Kilikia, the princess of Caramania ; 
he was wounded at the taking of Broussa, ana died in consequence a 
few days afterwards, having reigned twenty-two years." 

It was the tomb of this generous " conqueror which we were about 
to invade ; and, while the guide was absent in search of the Torbedar 
Hanoum^ or Holj Woman, who had charge of the keys, I amused 
myself m examining the exterior oitrance of the buildhig, or n^er of 
that portion of it now converted into an imperial mausoleum. 

The open porch, vrith its deeply projecting roof painted in fresco^ is 
supported by two pillars of ooarse old Bvzantine architecture, and 
composed or delicately'^veined white marble. This porch gites ad- 
mittanoe only to the court of the tomb-house, and presents a spectacle 
probably unique, and so characteristic of the progress of the fine arts 
in this oounti^ that it deserves especial mention. The pillars to which 
I have alluded as supporting the porch are reversed; the sculptiured 
capitals rest on the earth, and a phustered summit has been supplied, 
gandily painted in blue and yeUow ; while the pillars themselves are 
onlv just beginning, thanks to time and weather, to reveal the 
material of which they are composed, through their decaying coat of 
whitewash! 

When a frightful old woman, huddled up in a scarf of coarse white 
cotton, at length made her appearance, key in hand, and admitted us 
to the inner court, a second anomaly nearly as startling as the first 
presented itself . The enclosure was thickly planted with young trees, 
among which a pomegranate, gorgeous in its hvery of green and scarlet, 
was the most conspicuous ; and a sparkling fountain was pouring forth 
its copious stream of clear, cool water into a marble reservoir ; while 
the long flexile branches of a wild vine were gracefully wreathed across 
the entrance of the mausoleum. But here a^ain the hand of barbarism 
had been at work ; and the four slender lomc columns of grey marble 
which support the porch, had undergone the same melancholy process 
of paintinjp^, and their capitals were decorated with & ^unceal^^v ^fisssi^- 
ooloured toliage I 

Little did such an exhibition of modemNwi^ffl^^ ^iK^a3cfc"»ftNs« 



ISO THB cm or thb bultav. 

the Bplendid tonp^ail th&t awaited mevrithin. 'Bia a 

a ponioD of an ancient Greek Dioimstery, dismantled bj Sultan Oran 
at the capture of the dtj; and ia Bnpposed to luve been * pnnte 
chapel in wliichtheE!mperoiwasacciutomedtoperfajcmhisdim)tiiaii. 
It is of an oval form; a£d,previoa3l7toafirew)uchMctiallTdabi]jed 
it a few rean since, was entirely lined with rich nuildes. Tluw torn 
deficient have been repkcedbr paint and staccoy in piwisdj the WBB 
taate aa that which operated on the eiteiior ; but as tlieir munbet ii 
comparatively smaD, tbe penend effect is not greatl; malted. 

Saltan Orcan, with his wife Kilikia, two of his Odaliqnea, and 
seventeen of his children, occupj the omtra of the floor, miaee flse 
mosaic pavement has been covered thtoogfaont th« whde naoe thin 
approi^uted with a mass of coane plaiita; nised abcKit k foot from 
i^ floor, and snppoi-ting the saicophi^ "DiMt cf the Saltan faimdf 
is oreriaid with a coert^ cachemire flhairi, above iriiidi ue apiead two 
ncidf embroidered handkerduefs in crimson and men. mmxd with 
giddi while the tnibaa at its head isdeooiatedwiukauurd,wroa^t 
m beantiful arabesgnes, and b; far then»et s^endid thing of the kmd 
that I evet saw. Those of the Snltanas'and their diildran are vinplr 



ooontiT. 
At the 



i ^ tiie saored green, and totalb 
» of aoch a marked distinction tiut! 



I had^ net witb in the 

upper end of tiieohapel, three rowB of marfalDseKla,ainiiged 

ampMtheatnealljr, occnpr the extremity of the oval immediatdr 
opposite to the sHac, and are Hnimoimted bjr a oeatre seat, >apposea 
to bare been that from which themonarch was aocottomed to hear tbe 
mass, while his nobles placed themselves on the beichesat hisfert. 
The lofty dome is supported by aii ^^antic sqnare pillan of masonry, 
and the narUes that line the walls are inserted with oonsidenble taate. 
In one of the side arches a cross still remains, which was introdnced 
among the mosaics by thu Greeks: but a seconiL of mnidi larger 
dimensions, which surmounted tlicir altar, has been destroyed, and ue 
space that it oocnpied coarsely covered with plaister. 

On the left-hand side of the imperial sorcophants hanga a small 
wooden case, shaped like a bird-c;^ and covered with green ailk, 
containing the SultaD's heard— tlie precious relic of five oentories ! 

The Mausoleum of SultsTi Ali 



ment, save that the sarcophagi of his wives and children are simpl] 
whitewashed. The modem emperors have been more gallant; ana 
many a deceased Sultana sleeps the last sleep at Constantinople^ 
cov«^ with shawb which^ during the rage for cachemires in Paiis, 
wouhi have killed half the iUganiea with envy. 

From the Msosoleum of Sultan Ali Osman, we passed into the 
vanlts of the Monastery, and throogh a sabterrancan cloister, sup- 

Grted hv pillars, whence wc clambered ^ij a cra^ ladder into what 
i evidently been the chape! of Uie Monastery. Kagmenls of 
frescoes still remain about the dilanidated altar, and on Uie screen of 
the sanctaai7 — here is a head wittunA e,\)o^,u^ there a {»irof 
legs without eather— on one nde >■ ^u^-«Swx& \tiuKi^^aa. -to. >U, 
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moDkish Latin ; and on the other a cluster of wild flowers, concealins' 
the ruin against which they lean. Several of the arches of the chapel 
still remain, and are very gracefully formed, but the whole scene is 
one of melancholy : the only portions of the building which are perfect 
are tiie tombs of the Ottoman emperors ; all that yet bears the trace 
of Christianity is stamped with rum. 

We next visited the remains of the palace of the ancient Greek 
emperors, whose dilapidated gateway is flanked by the mouldering 
remains of two bassi relieoi; and the fragments of two fountains of 
white marble, whose waters, unrestrained by the mutilated basins 
into which tney poured themselves, have worn a narrow channel 
beside the road, where they rush along, sparkling iif the sunshine. The 
capital of one of the columns which once gracied them still remains 
nearly entire, and is of that elegant stalactite-like architecture neculiar 
to the Arabs, and quite unknown in Europe. ELa^oig passed the gate, 
we entered a small court thickly planted with ancient mulberrv-trees, 
and containing the remains of some of the imperial offices, whence a 
second door admitted us into a wide enclosure, now converted into a 
nurser^r-gardeu, full of vigorous vegetation. 

Passing on^wd, we crossed, by a few unsteady planks, a portion of 
the ancient fosse, and found ourselves upon the wall overhiGiging the 
oily, surrounded by the group of mouldering and iw-grown towers 
that I had remarked on my journey, and wnich 1 tound to be the 
remains of the palace.^ 

Nothing more magniflcent can be imagined than the view from this 
height. The wide plain through which we had tnivelled from the 
coast lay spread out before us, dotted over its whole surface with mul- 
berry and oHve trees ; the river ran rushing in the light among the 
dense vegetation; far as the eye could reach, lofty mountains, purpled 
by the distance, shut in the prospect ; while, immediately beneath us, 
Broussa lay mam>ed out in all its extent, the sober-coloured buildings 
overshadowed by lofty trees: and the three hundred and eighty 
mosques of the city scattered in the most picturesque irregulmty 
along the side of the mountains, and on the skirts of the valley. 
l%e palace of a Pasha was close oeside us, and behind us rose the 
loflrv chain of land which veiled the lordly summit of Mount Olympus ; 
whue over all laughed the bluest and the brightest sky that imagina- 
tion can picture. 

B^ond this — and this was of course the result of situation, and m . 
itself^ independent of other interest— the remains of the imperial 
palace are altogether destitute of attraction; its decay is too far 
advanced, or ratner its destruction is too absolute, to present a single 
chann to the most determined ruin-hunter in the world. 

About a mile higher up the mountain stand the remains of a Boman 
aqueduct ; half a aozen mouldering towers of colossal dimensions rise 
hoar and grev against the sky. ana at their feet rushes along the pel- 
Incid wato: that supplies the tountains of the city. A narrow channd, 
formed of stone and full to overflowing^ guides the course of th& 
stream, which escapes from the heart ot t^e moxsoXx^^ ^^^^^ss^ 
where it hems in iie gayest and the gTeenfia\.''ra5\fti Via^ ^^^'t ^Sfl 
xerelled in bjr moonligbt. The chamiel tocV& ^i)b^ ^e^^* >ssn^ 
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again passea beneath the living rock, and ponn itself into the leaer- 
voin ot Brooa^ ; but it is less of the moimt^ atream. or of the fine 
old Boman remUiu. that I desire to speik, t^ian of the loTel^ glen to 
vhioh I have jost aUudcd. . 

Hub fur spot is the "Sweet Waten" of Brtmsn: and aa we 
chanced to visit it for the iirEt time on a TurHsli Simdaf, ita effect 
waa cooaideiabl? heightened. Surrounded bv lofty nioiuil«inL over- 
topped bf monldering mina. sliced by ElAt.cl; trees, and fresh with 
sprmginx verdure, its aspect was yet further gladdened bv groups of 
hap]^ idlers in tlieir holjda; costume, seated on their niMe akng the 
margm of the source, or Imuigiiig beneath the shade of two Tudelf' 
conatrocted coffee-kioska, one o[ whicb, built itomediatelr beside tbe 
spring, and resting against the rock whence it issued, was shaded from 
tne nMth wind by a saudl but elegant mosque, whose tallminaret waa 
reflected in the dear stream; wMe the other, erected beneath tlw 
shade of two muestio maples, seemed to contend the priie of OOolneM 
and comfort with ita neigbbour. Jfrom one ridge of rook an dsgant 
kiosk overbnng the valley, while from another a cherry-tree, laiden 
with fruit, tempted the hand with its clustering riches. 

Altogeuier, I never beheld a mora lovely scene ; and the last tonch 
of beai^vraa given by the distant view ofa Turkish ceueterr, whidi 
clomb tiie side of the monntaiu, and whose grav&«t<aiea were shaded 
br clnmps i^ the dark, silent cypress, nlieved hen and then br a 
stately wakut-tree, with ita biiebt leaves dancing in the wind, ^u 
ravaps that were scattered over the vallerwa« enuMOitlf ]^ctiD«8qoe : 
there was the em^losif with his fll-ont frock-coat and nnbeooming^/ 
the Emir, vrith his ample green tmbu, and hia nat aad dntweis of 
snowy cotton; the Tartar, dad in crimson wronght with RCild, his 
wust boond with a leathern belt, and his hfs Cnnectodjb)' AJbanian 
gaiters ; the tJlema, with a white shawl twuted abont lus omw, and 
and a brsas ink-bottle thrust into his girdle g the Tonung Deniafa, 
with his high cap of gray felt, and bis peUsse of peen doth; the 
Oieek seruShe, with a black shawl twined nnuid his /ii, bis jacket 
slang at his oaci, his gaily-striped vest confined bf a shawl about his 
wais^ his full trowsers fastened at the_knee, and his legs bare; the 
ArmeuiaD, with his tall calpac end Sowing robe — all sitting in groaps, 
smoking their chibouks, simiing their coffees ""d diinkii^ huge 
dranghts of tiie cold rock-water, from ^blets of ci;stal M c^nr and 
spawing aa iba liqnid whidi th^ eontamed. 

At the coffee-ki»k of the sonroe, gronps were engaged in conveiaa- 
tioiL withont an; regard to rank or sitoation in life. The Turks are 
periectl; destitute of that uorpu whidi renders European society a 
constant state of warfare agamst intrusion. Every individwJ is 
"eligible" in TNirkey— no one loses eaiU from the conlaot of unpri- 



vileged associates— uie hour of relaution puts aU men on a levd; 
and the Bey sits down qnietiy by the caiqutahe^ and the Effendi takea 
his place near the fisherman, as unmoved by the difierCnee of their 



mabve condition, as though they had beoi bom to the same fortune. 

There is something beautiful and toneljing in this nttn" absence <^ 

self-appreciation : and the joong noble neea from die mat which be 

lias tniredwith the old artissuBiS iincan\aiiuiai«avi'CbbWR&a>Jk^ 
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though he had been j^artaking the gilded cushions of a Pasha. But, 
ready as I am to adnure this state of things, I am well aware that it 
could not exist with us ; the lower orders of Turkey and the lower 
t)rders of Europe are composed of totally difiFerent elements. The 
poor man of the East is intuitiyeiy urbane^ courteous^ and dignified ; 
he is neyer betrayed into foreetfolness, either of hunself or of his 
neighbour; he never knows, although he was bred in a hut, that he 
may not die in a palace : and with tnis possibility before his eyes, he 
alway]3 acts as though the hour of his metathesis were at hand. 

It is probably from this feeling that an Osmanli smiles when he 
hears a Erank vaunting himself on his high blood, and that he replies 
tersely and gravely to the boast, that " every Turk is bom noble. 

At the maple-tree kiosk the crowd was greater ; for there one of 
the itinerant improvisatori, or Eastern stoiy-tellers. was amusing hisf 
hearers with a history, which, judging from its lengtlL and the patience 
with which it was heard to an end, ought to have been exceediogly 
interestiDfir. But no sound of boisterous merriment arose amid the 
grave and oearded Miditors ; once or twice a low chuckle, and a denser 
doud of smoke emitted from the chibouk, gave slight indications of 
amusement : but that was all; everything was as quiet, as orderlv, and 
as well-oonaucted, as though every individual of the party had. been 
under priestly surveillance. 

On quitting the V allejr of the Source, we visited the Teki^ of the 
Turning Dervishes, with its two fine fountams and its elegant chapel ; 
and then proceeded to one of the public khans, or caravansaries, in 
which are lodged all travelling merchants, and such strangers as have 
not the opportunitv of procuring private houses during their residence 
in BrouBsa. The puiloing was inconvenient, ill-built, and confined in 
size— being a very inefficient substitute for one which was destroyed a 
few years ago by fire in its immediate vicinity ; but its court was 
adorned with a very handsome fountain, richly ornamented, beneath 
whose projecting roof the inhabitants of the khan congregate to 
smoke and converse. 

A small erection, just within one of the ^ates of the court, attracted 
my attention, from the circumstance of its roof being occupied by 
thi^e eagles, two of them about half-fledged, and the other evidently 
sick. I inquired the meaning of this location, and learnt that the 
little edifice was appropriatea to the use of such wild birds as the 
hunters and peasants chanced to meet during their rambles among the 
mountains, and which were suffering either from disease, desertion, ot 
injury. Being carefully transported hither, they are fed and attended 
to until they voluntarily take wing and return to their rocky haunts. 
The present patients were two eaglets, which had been abandoned in 
the nest, ana a wounded bird, which, without assistance, must have 
died from starvation. Such a trait of national character is well 
worthy of mention. 

Upon the roof of a mosque about a hundred yards from the housei 
whicn we occupied, a couple of storks had made thfikxkS^^'vsw^v^ 
the time of our visit ^ere carefully tending l\iekiwfli%,«\i^"«^^^^ 
aaite indifferent to all the noise and ctoaowx g;a^ oxiVscs^nMRwiijV 
Seaeatb. The Tarks repaj the confidexice t\i\xa x«e^^^'^^'^^ 
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an almost superstitious reverence for these feathered children of the 
\nldemess ; and the destruction of a bird of this species would be sure 
to draw down upon the aggressor the displeasure, if not the ven- 
geance, of every neighbouring Mussulmann. 

I must not omit to mention the covered bridge — a curious Roman 
remain in the Armenian quarter of the city, forming a street across a 
rapid torrent, which, fallmg from the mountain, poun itself into the 

Shun. It is entirelv tenanted by silk weavers, and its numerous win- 
ows are so patched and built up as to render ii extremely picturesque. 
Its single arch is fineljr formed, and from a distance ]t is a very 
attractive object ; but it is rapidly falling to decay. 

I sketchea it from the window of an Armenian hooae : ovedooked 
in my employment by a sweet young woman, who heti upon her 
knees her dying infant— ^ber first-bom son. As the^ Orientals believe 
every Prank, whether male or female, to be skilled in the healing art, 
she never ceased her prayer, during the whole of nur stay under her 
rootthat I would restore her diild to health. I shall never think of 
the Aoman bridge at Broussa^ but the weeping image of the young 
Anneiuan mother will be associated with it in my memory. 
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The city of Broussa is infinitely more Oriental in its aspect than 
Stamboul ; scarcely a Frank is to be seen in the streets ; no iSrench 
akopa, glittering with gilded timepieces and porcelain tea-servioes, 
jar upon your associations ; not a Greek woman stirs abroad without 
flinging a long white veil over her eaudy turban, and concealing her 
gay-coloured dress beneath &fmdjAe; while toe Turks themselves 
almost look like men of another nation. 

I do not believe that, excepting in the palace of the Pasha, there 
are a hundred /^jr-wearing Osmanlis in the whole city. Sudi turbans ! 
mountains 9f muslin, and volumes of cachemire ; 8ultan Mahmoud 
would infallibly faint at the si^ht of them, worn, as many of them are, 
fedling upon one shoulder, ana confined by a string in consequence of 
their great weight. Such watches ! the size, and almost the shape, of 
orang;es. Such ample drawers of white coUon, and flowing;^ garments 
of striped silk, and girdles of shawl \ TVie womwi, m«a3£«^&)K, ^u:kvX 
sacA as belonged to quite the lower oideia, ^e» ihxtf^ mTMato\ v 
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scarcely enconntered one Turkish woman of condition in my walks, 
and those who passed in the arabas kept the latticed windows so 
closely shut, despite the heat, that it was unpossible to get a glimpse 
of them. Ijie men were a much finer race than those of C!onstanti- 
nople ; I rarely met a Turk who was not extremely handsome, and 
much above the middle height ; while the few women whom I did see 
were proportionably unattractive. 

There is not a greater difference in the mode of wearing the turban 
by the one sex at Broussa, than in that of wearing the yashmac by 
the other. In Constantinople it is bound over the moutL and in 
most instances over the lower part of the nose, and concealed upon 
the shoulders by \hitferidjhe. In Asia» on the contrary, it is simply 
fastened, in most cases, under the chin, and is flung over the manQe, 
lianging down the back like a curtain. In the capital the yaahnutc 
is made of fine thin muslin, through which the painted handkerchief. 
{Old the diamond pins that confiae it, can be distinctly seen; ana 
arranged with a coquetry perfectly wonderful At Broussa it is 
composed of thick cambric, and bound so tightly about the head 
that it looks like a shroud. 

One circumstance particularly struck me at Broussa— I allude to 
the facility of visitii^ the mosques. While those of Stamboul are 
almost a sealed volume to the general traveller^ he may purchase 
ingress to every mosque in Broussa for a few piastres ; and well do 
many of them deserve a visit. That of Oulou J ame, situated in the 
heart of the city, is the finest and most spacious of the whole. 
Its roof is formed by twenty graceful domes, of which the centre one 
is open to the light, being simply covered with iron net-work. Be- 
jieaui this dome is plac^ a nne fountain of white marble, whose 
capacious outer basin, filled with fine tench, is fed from a lesser one, 
whence the water is nung into the air, and falls back with a cool mo- 
notonous murmur, prolonged and sortened by the echoes of the vast 
edifice. The effect of this stately fountain, the first that I had yet 
seen within a mosoue, was extremely beautiful ; its pure, pale gleam 
CQntrastin^ powermlly with the deep frescoes of the walls, and the 
gaudily-coloured prayer-carpets strown at intervals over the matting 
which covered the pavement. The pulnit, with its heavily screen^ 
stair, was of inlaid wood ; and the whole building remarkable nU^her 
for its fine proportions and elegant fountain than for the richness of 
its detaib. The scrolls containing the name of Allah and those of 
the four Prophets, were boldly and beautifully executed ; and the 
arched recess at the eastern end of the temple pamted with some taste. 

The high priest was reading from the Koran when we entered, 
with his green turban and peli^ deposited on the carpet beside him. 
His utterance was rapid and monotonous, and accompanied by a 
short, quidc motion of the body, extremelv disagreeable to tiie spec- 
tator. As we approached cbse to him, he suddenlv discontinued 
reading, and examined us with the most minute attention.-^ «£^kc 
which ne resumed his lecture, and took, no IwrVXiex \i<::Mv;s^ ^\> ^>^ 
intrusion. In one comer we passed a man aovrnd. %:^<efc^--m%3QEJ^^2t, 
a wonum on her kneea before the name oi iOi3iii,'\xi««raRS^.V^^^: 
wUJi the palms of her hands turned upwaid^. Ou o^^a cair^'^ * 

o2 
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Imam was praying, surroimded by half a dozen youtlis. apparently 
students of the medresoh attached to the mosque ; while on eTcry 
side parties of True Belieyers were sqoatted down before tiieir low 
readm^esks, studying their daily portion of the Koran. 

The Imam who accompanied us in our tour of the mosque was so 
indulgent as even to aUow me to retain nry shoes, all^fing that they 
were so light as to be mere slippe^, and that conseqncmly it was 
unnecessary to put them off ; and on my expressing a wish to ascend 
one of the minarets, the keeper was sent tor to open tiie door and 
accompany me ; nor shall I easily forget the object who obeyed the 
summons. 

His brow girt with the turban of sacred green— his distorted body 
enclosed within a dark wrapping vest of cotton— and hu short, 
crooked legs covered with gaiters of coarse cloth — moved forward a 
humped and bare-footed dwarf with a laag gristbd bearoL whose thin 
skinny fingers grasped a pole much higher than himsett ; and who. 
after eyeing us with attention for a moment with a glance as keen ana 
hungry asthat of a wolf, sidled up close to the servant, and nowlinff 
out^' oachUchf* with an interrogative accent, began to fdmblB amia 
the folds of his garment for the key of the tower; and at length 
withdrew it with a griiL which made his enormous mouth appear to 
extend across the whole of his wrinkled and bearded counteiuinoe. 
As I looked at him I thought of Quasimodo— the monster of N6tre 
Dame could scarcdy have been more frightful ! 

Having carefully concealed his pole behind a pile of carpets, and 
flung back the narrow door of the minaret, this Turkish Quasimodo 
ledtne way up a flight of broken and dangerous stone steps, in per- 
fect darkness, consoling himself for the exertion which we had thus 
entailed on him by an occasional fiend-like chuckle, when he observed 
any hesitation or delay on the part of those who followed him ; and a 
low murmured commune with nimself, in which the word baekthich 
was peculiarly audible. 

The stair terminated at a small door opening on the narrow galleiy, 
whence the muezzin calls the Faithful to prayers. The burst of li^ht 
on the opening of this door was almost painful nor is the sensation 
experienced when standing within the gallery altogether one of com- 
fort. The height is so great, the fence so low, and the gallery itself 
so narrow that a feeling of dizziness partially mcapadtates the unac- 
customed spectator from emoyin^ to its full extent the glories of the 
scene that is spread out beipre hini, and which embraces not only the 
wide plain seen from the ruins of the imperial palace, but the whole 
chain of mountains that hem it in. 

After a great deal of stumbling, slipping, and scrambling, we a^un 
found ourselves beside the fountain of Oulou Jam^ ; and, on leaving 
the mosque, remarked with some surprise that its minarets are painted 
in fresco on the outside to about one-fourth of their height. 

Having presented Quasimodo with a hackzhichy wmch sent him 

halting away with a second hideous grin, we proceeded to the Char- 

shee, which is of considerable extent. As it chanced to be Sunday, 

the stalls usually occupied by Aimemaii «s\dL Qi'rai^ is!asc^«s!X& 

were closed; but mmy a Hassan, sa WadaMi, vja^L ^^#J«saaNi^^ 
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squatted upon his carpet, with his wares temptingly arranged around 
bim, his long beard falling to his girdle, his chibouk lymg on the 
carpet beside him, and his slippers resting against its edge. Here, a 
green-turbaned descendant of the Prophet, with, half-a-dozen ells of 
shawl twisted about his head, dark fiery eves, and a beard as white as 
snow, pointed silently as we passed, to his embossed silver pistols, 
bis ricnly-WTought vataghans^ and his velvet-sheathed and gUdea 
scimitars. There, akeen-lookuig dervish, with his broad, fiat girdle 
buckled with a clasp of a^ate, and his gray cap pulled low upon his 
forehead, extended towards us one of his neatly-turned ivory perfume- 
boxes. 

While examining his merchandise we might have been inclined to 
believe that we could purchase of him perpetual youth and imperish- 
able beauty. He had dyes, and washes, and nastes. and powders — 
essences, and oils, and incenses, and perfomea woods — amulets, and 
chaplets, and consecrated bracelets, and holy rings ; all set forth with 
an order and precision worthy of their hi^h qualities. A little 
further on a solemn-looking individual presided over a miniature 
representation of Araby the Blest. Spices were piled around him 
pyramidically, or confined in crystal vases, according to their nature 
and costliness: there were sacks of cloves, heaps of mace, piles of 
singer, mountains of nutmegs, hampers of aUspice, baskets of p^per, 
faggots of cinnamon, and many others less commonly known. Oppo- 
site the spice-merchant was the gay stall of the slipper-maker, with 
its gaudy glories of purple, crimson, and yellow — itss purple for the 
Jew, its crimson for the Armenian, and its yellow for the Turk. I 

furchased a pair of slippers of the true Mussulmaun colour, for which 
paid about twice as much as their value, being aErank, and we then 
continued our walk. 

Not far from the sHpper-merchant. on the platform in front of one 
of the closed shops, sat a ragged Turk, surrounded bv flowers of a 
pale lilac colour, which emitted a delicious odour. While I was 
purchasing some of these, I inquired whence they came, and learned 
that they were wild auriculas from Mount Olympus. I paid twice 
the price demanded for them, and bore them off. How knew I but 
that the seed might have been sown by Venus herself ? 

I had been told, previously to my leaving England, and indeed 
before I had an idea of visiting Turkey, that tne stalls of the sweet- 
meat vendors resembled fauy-palaces ouilt of coloured spars; and 
this, too, by an individual who had resided a few weeks at Constanti- 
nople. I can only say, that with every disposition to do ample 
justice to all I saw, my own ideas of enchantment are much nearer 
realization at Grange's or Farrance's. The Turks do not understand 
that nicety of arrangement which produces so much effect in our 
metropolitan shops ; and, with the exception of the j)erfume and silk 
merchants, and pernans one or two others, they are singularly slovenly 
in the disposition of tneir merchandise. 

The sweetmeat vendors have a row of glass jars along the front oC 
their stalls, some filled with dried and candied. It>35^, ^'OBKt^'jr&Q. 
sherbet cakes, and others with different dcscnp\a!atia q'I ii^cjva^^sia. 
perfimwd sugar ; while the scented pastes, oi ^\ji(^\k<bOf\S53W»a^8^ 
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80 fond, are cat up into squares with scissors, and spread oat npon 
sheets of paper, or perforated with t¥mie, and hong nom the frame- 
work of the shops like hi:^ saosages. I confess that my imafi^nings of 
fairy-land extended consioerably beyond this. The merchanouse itself, 
however, is far from contemnUble : and we foond that of i^e Chaffshee 
of Broossa even more higmy perromed than what we had porchased 
at Constantinople. 

From the Charshee we passed into the silk ba»kr, which was ahnost 
entirely dosed, three-foor&is of the merchants beinff Annenians ; but 
among those who were at their posts, we selectea one magnificent- 
looking Turk, who spread out before us a pile of satin scarfs, used by 
the ladies of the countrv for binding up their hair after the bath ; the 
brightest crimson and tne deepest orange appeared to be the frivouiite 
mixture, and were strons^ly recommended; out their texture was so 
extremely coarse, and their price so exorbitant, that we declined 
becoming purchasers. 

On leavmff the silk baz^ we proceeded to the silk merchants' khan, 
a solid quadrangular building, naying a fine stone fountain in the 
centre of the paved court, the most respectable establishment of the 
kind throughout the city, where their number amounts to twenty. 
Above the great gate, the wrought stone cornice is curiously deco- 
rated with a wreath of mosaip, formed of porcelaine, as brightly blue 
as turquoise, which has a veiy j^etty and cheerfol effect. 

The number of fountains m^roussa must at least doable that of 
the mosques, which amount to three hundred and eighty-seven. You 
scarcely turn the comer of a street that is not occupied by a foun- 
tain, and it is by no means uncommon to have three and even four in 
sight at the same time, without calculating that all the cood houses 
have each one or more m their courts or gardens ; no kiosk being con- 
sidered comulete without its basin and its httle jet-d^eau. Yet, 
notwithstandOng this profusion of water, many of the sfe-eets are 
disgustingly dirty, not an effort bein^ made to remove the filth which 
accumulates, from the habit indulged in by the inhabitants of sweep- 
ing every thmg to the frx)nts of their houses. Indeed, setting aside 
the costume and the language, Broussa and its neighbourhooa are a 
second edition of Lisbon ; nearly the same dirt, the same bullock- 
cars, and luggage-mules, and rattle from morning to night within the 
city; the same blue sky, sparkling water, dense ve&:etation, bri^t 
flowers, and lofty trees without ; the golden Tagas of the one bemg 
replaced by the magnificent plain of the other. 

After having returned home and chan^d our dress, we mounted our 
horses, and started to see the baths. Nothing can be more beautiful 
than the road which conducts to them. Immediately on passing the 
^te of the city, you wind round the foot of the mountain, and descend 
mto the village of Mouradi^ ; having the small .mosque of Sultan 
Mourad dn your right, and in front of you the lofty chsdn of land 
along which you are to travel. After traversing the village, you turn 
abruptly to the left, and by a gentle ascent, climb to about one-third 
the height of the mountam ; having on one hand the nearly perpen- 
dJcahr rock, and on the other a rapia Qi\d «^o^ >xxi'sf^\;^x:^u^ aescent, 
clothed with vines and mulbeTry-trees, 'w\i!KM» \Si^ ^sJ^smi ^qr^«^ 
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away into the distance. The road, as I have described, hangs on the 
side of the mountain, and is fringed with wild flowers and shrubs, 
haying the aspect of a garden : the white lilac, the privette, the 
pomegranate, the rose, the woodbine, the ruby-coloured arum, and 
the yellow broom are m profusion ; and it is with compunction that 
you guide your horse among them, when turning on the narrow 
pathway at the encounter of a chance passenger, wnile the perfome 
which nils the air, and the song of the nightingales among ine mul- 
beiry-trees complete the charm of the pictoe. 

By this deUghtfcd road you reach the yillage of Tz^kergh^, in which 
the baths are situated. It possesses a yery handsome mosque, which 
was originally a Greek monastery. The exterior of the temple is yery 
handsome, the whole fa9ade being adorned with a peristyle of white 
marble, and the great entrance approached by a noble flis^ht of steps. 
The interior is, as usual painted m scrolls, and lighted by pendent 
lamps, but is not remarKable for either beauty or magnificence. The 
arrangement of the cloisters and the refectory of the monks is yery 
curious, being all situated aboye the chapel, and opening ^m a long 
gallery, surmounting the peristyle. To this portion of the building 
we ascended by a decaying flight of stone steps, many of whose miss- 
ing staus had been replaced by fragments of sculptured columns, 
and found the gallery t^ianted by a solitary old lunatic, who, squattea 
upon a ragged mat, was deyouring voraciously a cake of black soft 
breacL sucn as is used by the poorest of the population. The monastic 
cells naye been converted into receptacles for der^^ed persons, but 
this poor old man was now their only occupant. We threw him some 
small pieces of money, which he clutched with a delight as great as 
hi. STUTPrise. murmurig the name «rf Allah, aid apparently as happy 
as a child. 

The court of the mosque is shaded by three magiuficent plantain^ 
trees, and the fountain which faces the peristyle is remarkable, ^m 
its basin containing cold water, and its pipes pouring forth warm. As 
the pipe is connected with the basin, the ohenomenon is startling, 
althoujg^h the effect is very simply produced when once its cause is 
investigated, the fouhtam bemg fed by two distinct springs : the 
hot spring being built in, and forced into the pipes ^ ana the 
cold one being suffered to fill the basin, whence it runs off m another 
directioiL 

Netf the mosque stands the Mausoleum of Sultan Mourad L, whose 
court is enclosed by a heavy ^te, said to be formed of one of the 
precious metals cased with iron ; and the country people have a 
tradition that previously to hjis death, the Sultan desired that should 
the empire ever suffer nrom poverty, this gate mi^ht be melted down, 
when the reigning monarch would become more nch than an;^ of his 
predecessors. Be this as it may, and it is sufficiently paradoxical, the 
gate has originally been richly gdded, though much ofthe ornamental 
work is now worn away ; and it is probably to this circumstance that 
it owes its reputation. 

We were obliged to exert all our best 'fettot^, m ^t^<5st \Rk \s!^i5is» 
the Imam, who nad charge of the impei\aV. iMwas^^exsasi, ^» ^^'^ ^ 
to enter. We were compelled to deciat© owi cova&n, ova T«sisss^ 
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for visiting Asia, and our purpose in desiring to see the tomb of a 
True Believer, wnen we were ourselves Infidels. Having satisfactorily 
replied to all these categories, we were, however, finally gratified bv 
an assent ; and the tall, stately Imam rose firom the waj-aide bank 
upon which he had been sitting, and, applying a huge key to the gate 
of which I have already spoken, admitted us to the conrt of the 
tomb. 

This edifice, which was erected by the Sultan himself is beaatifuny 
prcmortioned, and paved with polished marble ; tbe dome is sapported 
07 twelve stately columns of the same material, six of them fiaving 
]Byzantine. and six Corinthian capitals but the whole number are now 
pain^ a oright greeiL having a broad scarlet stripe at their base ! I 
uupiired the cause of this Vandalism, hoping, as the colour chosen 
was a sacred one, that some religious reason might be adduced, whidi, 
Jiowever insufficient to excuse the profanation, mi^ at least tend to 
palliate it: but I failed in my object ;' they had sunply been painted 
to make them prettier; and the same cause had operated smiilarly 
upon the giganuc wax candles, that stood at the extremities of the 
imperiial sarcophagus, and which were dad in the same livery. 

A goodly coUedaon of wives and children share the Tnanaolemn with 
Sultui Mourad, who is covered with splendid shawls^ and at the head 
of whose tomb, protected by a handkochief of gold tissue, towers one 
of the stately tivrbans of the ancient costume. As it was the first 
that I had seen, I examined it attentively ; and am only astonished 
how the cobweb-like muslin was ever woven into such minute and 
intricate folds. At the head of the sarcophagus, ona marble jpedestal 
(painted like the others !) stood a copper vessel inhdd with silver, 
and filled with wheat— the svmbol of abundance ; and at its foot was 
suspended a plough ; while lamps and ostrich eggs were festooned 
ftmong the columns. 

The light fell in patches upon the marble floor, or quivered as the 
wind swept through the jplantain-trees, throwing fantastic shadows 
over the lombs; and I left the Mausoleum of Sultan Mourad, more 
than ever convinced that no people upon earth have succeeded better 
than the Turks in robbing death of all its terrors, and Hiffnainp an 
atmosphere of cheerfolness and comfort about the last resting-plaoes 
of the departed. 

The sarcoplu^gus, as I have alread}[ stated, is universallv based on 
a mass of masonry about a foot in height, covered with plaister, and 
whitewashed. I mquired why this portion of the tomb was not built 
of marble, when in many cases the noors, and even the walls of the 
mausoleum were formed of that material ; and was assured by the 
Imam that it was from a religious superstition, which he was, never- 
theless, unable to explain. 

Beneath this stone work an iron grating veils the entrance of the 
subterranean in which the body of the Sultan is deposited; the 
sarcophagus being a mere emjpt^r case of wood, overlaid by a covering 
of baize or cloth, concealed m its turn by shawls and embroider^ 
handkerchiefs. No one is permitted to enter this subterranean, which 
can generally be approached also by an ex^xYOit di^x Q;^D«aain^ into the 
/Gcmrt of the tondnxouse, save the rdgmng inanM^ ^Si&'\^K£taL Vj^- 
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ing with horror on all desecration of the dead, and neither bribes nor 
entreaties being sufficient to tempt them to a violation of the sacred 
trust confided to them. 

On quitting the mausoleum we proceeded to the principal bath: 
where, leaving the gentlemen comfortably seated under the shade oi 
a maple-tree near the entrance, I went in alone. The appearance of 
the outer hall was most singular : the raised gallery was tenanted, 
throughout its whole extent, with Turkish and Greek women, eating, 
sleeping, and gossiping, or busied in the arrangement of their 
toilette ; while, suspended &om the transverse beams of the ceiling, 
swunf a score of little hammocks, in which lay as many infants. How 
the children of the country can, at so tender an age, endure tiie 
sulphurous and suffocating atmosphere of the bath is wonderfol, but 
th^ not only do not suffer, but actually appear to enjoy it. 

Passing m)in this hall^ which was of considerable extent, I entered 
the cooling-room, in which the bathers were braiding their hair, or 
sleeping upon the heated floor : and opening a door at the upper end, 
I walked into the bath-room. Here 1 found between forty and fiftv 
women, whom for the first moment I could scarcely distinguish througn 
the dense steam, arising &om a marble basin that occupied the cen^ 
of the floor, and which was about a hundred feet in circumference. 

The natural spring that supplies this basin is so hot that it requires 
considerable habit to enable an individual to support its warmth, when 
the doors of the bath are dosed. The effect which it produced on 
me was most disagreeable : the combined heat and smell of the water 
were overpowering ; but tne scene was altogether so extraordinary, 
that I compelled myself to endure the annoyance for a few minutes. 
in order to form an accurate idea of an establishment of which T had 
heard so much. 

The spring, escaping from a neighbouring; mountain, is forced by 
pipes into the bathing-nall, where it i>ours its principal volume into 
the main basin, part of the stream bein^ diverted from its channel in 
order to feed tne lesser tanks of the pnvate rooms ; from the basin it 
escapes by a sluice at the lower end, and 'thus the body of water is 
constantly renewed. When I entered, several of the bathers were 
up to their chins in the basin, their long dark tresses floating on the 
surface of the water • others, restin^p upon a step which brought the 
water only to their knees, were lymg upon the edge of the tank, 
while their attendants were pouring the hot stream over them from 
metal basins ; some, seated on low stools, were receiving the 
mineralized fluid after the fashion of a shower-bath ; while one, lying 
all her length upon the heated marble of the fl9or — so heated that I 
could scarcely apply my open palm to it without suffering — was 
sleeping as tranquilly as though she had been extended upon a bed 
of down. 

The hot springs of Broussa are numerous, but vary considerably in 
their degrees of temperature ; those which are frequented Inr persons 
labouring under chronic diseases are much warmer than thosi^ ^sai^ 
by ordinary patients. The most powerto aprvnig VJC^ ^sdl ^^e^ ^et- 
fectly hard iz2 two minutes ; while there aie oWiEt^ ^iiaaXi wfc "W^ ''^^vv 
than blood beat. Thej are all highly imnenicflftd, wA V^w^ ^^ssmsq 
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feeds the large basin of the ptiblic hall is strongly impr^:nated witii 
snlphtir. 

My appearance in the bath did not create the slightest sensatiQii 
among the bathers. The few whom I enconntered on my way moved 
aside to enable me to pass, and uttered the nsnal salutation; while 
those who were more bnsily encased simply suspended their opera- 
tions for a moment, and resmnea them as soon as their curiosity was 
gratified. 

I afterwards Tisited the ^ Miraculous Bath^" of which it is asserted 
that a person in a dying state, who will submit to ^ass anifht in com- 
plete solitude on the margin of the basin, wHl nse in the moming 
perfectly restored to health, whatever may have been the nature of 
the disease; but, unfortuoately, I conld not find anyone who had 
experienced, or even witnessed, a cure of the kind, though many had 
h^rd of them in numbers. As an ejqjuivalent, however, an old, ugly, 
red-haired Armenian woman was pointed out to me, who is a cele- 
brated doctress, and who had iust succeeded in sending home a 
credulous elderlV gentleman to me in Ck)nstantinople, who came to 
Broussa in a state of indisposition, and left it, thanks to the nostrums 
of this ancient sibyl^ without a hope of recovCTv. 

Manv of the houses in the village are fomisned with hot springs : 
and altnough they are, jgenerally speaking, of mean appearance, and 
in a dilapidated condition, they produce very high rents during the 
season; and are usually let to Greek famines of distinction, or to 
Europeans. 

The situation of Tz^kergh^ is eminently beautiful, and the air is 
balmv and elastic ; the magnificent plain is spread out beneath it : 
it is backed by lofty mountams ; and it is in iteelf a perfect bower ot 
fig-trees, plantains, and maples. The ni^htin^es sing throughout the 
whole of the day— the rush of water mto tne valley feeds a score of 
fountains, which keep up a perpetual murmur • open kiosks are raised 
along the hill-side, some of tioiem traversed oy a running stream ; 
storks build in the tall trees : tortoises and land turtles crawl among 
the high grass and the wild flowers; and altogether I know not a 
prettier spot than that which is occupied by the village of Ts^kergfa^ 
—the nuil Cheltenham of Turkey. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Diffieoltjr of Access to the Chapel of the Howling: Dervishes— InvitKtian to VWt 
' their Harem— llie.Cbs4>el— Sects and Trades— Entrance of the Dervishes— Cos- 
tome— The Prayer— Turning Dervishes — Fanatical Suffering— 9roanR and Howis 
—Difficulty of Description— Sectarian Ceremony— Music versus Madness— Tekife 
of the Turning Dervishes. 

Of all the religious ceremonies of the East, those of the different 
sects of dervishes are the most extraordinary, and, ^enerallv speaking, 
the most difBcult of access. T\ie '^xmvitv'g TiecrvaJc^sa ^Qi\e freely 
admit foreigners, and even provide a \a.\X\cfedL ^iJ^ws ^w \^^ \^sa^ 
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the women : while their chapels are usually so situated as to enable 
the passer-bj to witness all that is going on within. The more 
stem and bigoted sects, on the conl^rary, permit none but Mussul- 
mauns to intrude upon their mysteries, and build their chapds in 
obscure places, in onler to prevent the intrusion of Christians. 

I had heard much of the Howling Deryishes, and had nuide many 
unsuccessful attempts at Constantinople to penetrate into their Teki^ : 
but they are so jealous of strangers that I was unwillingly compellea 
to give up all idea of accomplishing mv object, when, on arriymg at 
Broussa^ and finding how comparatively easy it was to gain admit- 
tance to the mosques, I resolved to renew my endeavours. But I 
found that even here many difficulties were to be overcome ; difficul- 
ties which, of myself, I never could have surmounted ; when, having 
fortunately made the acquaintance of a gentleman who was known 
to the high priest, and who had already witnessed their service, I 
prevailed on nim to exert his influence for me, in which he fortunately 
succeeded. 

On arriving at the Teki^, we found that the service had not yet 
commenced, and we accordinglv seated ourselves on a stone bench in 
the little outer court, to await the ^thering of the fraternity. While 
we remained there, one of the principal dervishes approached us, and 
oflPered, should I desire it, to admit me into the interior of the harem, 
to visit the women ; but, as the ceremonies were shortly to commence 
in the chapel, and I was ahready suffering extremely from heat, I 
declined to profit bv the indul^nce. 

Ilie chapel, whicn was upstairs, was approached by an open entrance, 
having' on the left hand a small apartment whose latticed vnndows 
looked into this place of mystery, and into this room we were admitted, 
after having taken off our shoes; while a couple of youths were 
stationed within the gallery of the chapel itself, in order to prevent 
the crowd from impeding our view. 

A large square apartment, surrounded by alow gallery, and orna- 
mented, like the mosques, with written passages from the Koran, 
upon whose walls were suspended battle-axes, tambourines, and half-a- 
dozen small Arabian drums, and whose ardied recess was shaded by 
three banners of the sacred green, and overlaid with a rich crimson 
rug, formed the chapel of the Howling Dervishes. Within the niche, 
friuned and glazed, were suspended the names of the Prophets, a huge 
chaplet, and a green scarf; and on each side a small portion of the 
gallery was railed off for the convenience of a few individuals of rank. 
One of these was alreadv occupied by a solemn-looking Turk, in a 
frock-coat and fez, doubtlessly one of the sect, who haa withdrawn 
from the public exercise of his religion. 

I know not whether I have elsewhere noticed that every Mussul-I 
maun, however hi^h his rank, has a trade and a peculiar faith — thus the) 
Sultan is a Turning Dervish and a tooth-pick maker — and I have 
consequentlv no doubt but the Turk in question had an individual 
interest in the ceremonial. He was accompanied by a child ^t ^ks^s^ 
six years of age, dressed precisely like ^xnna^, %sA ^^^x^^^Vi^ 
blacx shire, i was more confirmed in m^ o^YDMya. t<?^\s^ X*^ ^^' 
£UJier, bf watching the gestures o£ t\ie soii» "^Vci Sisto^^ ^^ 
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motion of the* dervishes during the service with the most perfect 
exactness, and who was accommodated with a rug near the se^ of the 
high priest. 

The throng which pressed into the chapel was iminense, and the 
heat most oppressive ; while the vouths who guarded our windows 
were kept in- constmit action hy the strenuous efforts made by the 
crowd io oocupy the vacant space.^ I never saw a finer set of men- 
such bright black eyes, fine foreheads, and sparkling teeth. ^ 

At length a slow chanting commenced in the court, and a train of 
dervishes, headed by the high priest, slowly ascended to the chapel 
They had no peculiar costime, save the chief himself who wore a 
magnificent green turban with a white crown, and a doak of olive- 
coloured doth. He was a pale, delicate-looldng man of about one or 
two and twenty, whose father had been dead a couple of years ; when, 
as the dignity is hereditary throughout all tiie sects of the dervishes, he 
had succeeded to the painful honours of the crimson rug. There was 
something melancholv in seeing this sicldv youth lead the nine 
fanatics who followed nim to the upper end of the chapeL to commence 
their agonizing rites ; and as he stepped upon the rug, with the 
palms of his hands turned upwards, and the attendant defvishes cast 
themselves on the eartL ana laid tiaeir foreheads in the dusL I fdt a 
thrill of pit^ for the ill-judged zeal and blind delusion which was 
rapidly wearing him to the grave. 

One of the causes adduced bj this sect of their disinclination to 
admit Christians to their worship is the frequent recurrence of the 
name of Allah in their orisons, which should never be uttered in an 
atmosphere i)olluted by the breath of a Giaour. I presume that, in 
our case, their consciences were quieted by the intervention of the 
wooden lattices, and the reflection that we were not actually within 
the chapeL 

The prayer was long and solemn : not a sound was audible, save the 
low monotonous chant of the high priest, and the deep responses of 
his followers, who, ere it ended, had increased in number to about 
fifty. . At its close, the whole of the dervishes formed a ring round the 
chapel, and one of the elders, of whom there were four, spread in the 
recess a fine ti^-skin, upon which the high priest took his place ; 
and then, tuining his face towards Mecca, and murmuring a low 
prayer, to which the rest replied by stifled groans, he invested himself 
with the green scarf which I have abready mentioned, and, resuming 
his seat upon the rug, commenced a sj>ecies of chant, which was 
echoed by the whole fraternity • every mdividual swinging himself 
slowly to and fro, as he sat with ms feet doubled under him upon the 
floor. Every moment added to their numbers, and each on his arrival 
cast off his slippers at the entrance, and advanced barefooted to the 
place of the high priest, where, after praying silentiy for a moment, 
with outstretched pahns, he stroked down his beard, and, bending on 
one knee, pressed the hand of his leader to his lips and forehead, and 
then took up a position in the ring, which ultimatdy became so 
thronged that the mdividuals who composed it pressed dosely upon 
eadi other, and as they swu^ slowly t^ t^d. tso^ ^^i^eaied to move in 
Goe dense mass. 
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The ceremony was at this pointy when the chief of the Taming Der- 
vishes, accompanied bv his two pnncipal priests, anived to assist at the 
service of his fellow dervish. The cnant ceased as they entered the 
chapel ; the youthful leader of theHowling Dervishes bent down in his 
turn, and pressed the hand of his visitor to his Hps, while the stately 
guest kissed the cheek of the pale stripling who nressed forward to 
greet his companions, and after conducting tnem to tne place of honour, 
seated himself beside them. 

The chanting was then resumed, and after a time increased in quick- 
ness ; while at intervals, as the name of Allah was pronounced, some 
solitary individual uttered a howl, which I can compare to nothing 
but the crv of a wild beast. 

Things nad progressed thus far, when suddenly a strong voice 
shouted ''Allah II Allah !" and a powerful man sprang from the floor 
as though he had been struck in the heart, fell forward upon his head, 
and by a violent spasm rolled over, and lay flat upon his back, with 
his arms crossed on his breast, and his whole frame as rigid as 
though he had stiffened into death. His turban had fallen off, and the 
one long lock of hair pendent from the centre of his head was scattered 
over the flooiv— his mouth was sUghtly open, and his eyes fixed— in 
short, the convulsion was a ternnc one ; and it was not before the 
kpse of several minutes that two of the fraternity, who hastened to 
his assistance, succeeded in unclasping his hands, and changing his 
position. Having ultimately raisea him from the noor, still in a state 
of insensibility, they carri^ him to the crimson rug, and laid him at 
the feet of the high priest, who stroked down his beard, and laid his 
right hand upon his breast \ they then continued to use all their 
efforts to produce re-animation ; and having ultimately succeeded^ 
they sei^;eahim once more in his place, and lert him to recover himself 
as ne might. 

The howling still continued at intervals, and as the chanting and 
the motion increased in violence, these miserable fanatics appeared 
to become maddened by their exertions; when, at a certam point 
of the ceremony, four of the fraternity, who had green scarfs nung 
over their left snoulders, advanced, one by one, to the seat of the 
high priest, and there slowly, and with much parade, transferred 
them first to their necks, and arterwards to their waists, and ultimately 
took their stand, twq on each side of the niihrab, or recess. 

After the lapse of a short interval the high priest rose and 
advanced into the centre of the ring, where he took possession of a 
carpet that had been spread for him, having immediately behind him 
two of the assistant priests, and they then commenced a prayer, the 
effect of which was thrilling. The young chief delivered a sentence 
in a clear, melodious voice, and paused; when the whole fraternity 
responded by a long groan: again and a^ain this was repeated, only 
interrupted nrom time to time oy some wild, fiendish howl, the indi- 
vidual who uttered it tossing back his heao, and flinging his arms 
into the air with the gesture of a maniac. . 

To this praver succeeded another low sustaioiedL^ii^^ ^sscvsksg.-^^^ss^ 

continuance the priests collected the tuxbta^s, i^i^saes, ^^saita^^^^^^ 

and yatagbajis of the dendshes, who, spmguvg to )i)tica W^** ^\k(c»^\s 
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circle about tiieir chief; and then commenced the painfbl portioii of tiieir 
service. The measure of the chant was regulated by the high priest, who 
clapped his hands from time to time to increase its speed : himself 
ana nis four green-girdled assistants uttering the words of the loayer. 
while the fratmdty, rockmg themselves to and fro.kept up one ocmtinual 
gfoaiL rising and falling with the voices of the choir. Kowlsnc- 
oeeded to howl, as the exhaustion consequent on this violfint bodily 
exertion bc^gan to produce its effect ; untu at length strong men fm 
on the earth on all sides like children, shrieking and groaning in their 
acony-— some struggling to free themselves fiom the jgrasp of tiiose 
'vmo endeavoured to restrain them, and others trembling in all tiieir 
limbs, and sobbing out their anguish like infants. 

I never witnessed such a scene ; nor should I have conceived it 
possjUiS for human beings to have gratuitously subjected themsdves 
to the agony which these misg^uided wretches visibly endured. The 
chanting ceased suddenly at given intervals, but not so the groans; 
for the speed with which they were uttered, and the violence ot 
motion by which they were accompanied, became finallv so ^reat, that 
several seconds frequently elapsed before the miserable beuoigs could 
check eiliier the one or tne other, and many of them fell into convul- 
sions with the effort. 

The more I write on the subject of this extraordinary and disgust- 
ing exMbition, the more I feel the utter impossibility oi oonveyinff by 
words a correct idea of it ; from a long-sustained groan, and a slow, 
heaving, wave-like motion, it grew into a hoarse soobing. and a quick 
jerk, which I can compare to nothing that it more resembles than the 
rapid action of a pair of bellows ; the cheeks and foreheads of the 
actors became pale, thelc«eyes dim, and white foam gathered about 
their mouths ; m short, the scene resembled rather the orgies of a 
band of demons than an offering of worship to a God of peace and 
love ! 

At this period of the ceremony, the muffled flutes used by the 
Turning Dervishes were heard, accompanied by the low sound of the 
small Arabian drums; and a majestic-looking man^ clad entirely in 
white, with a black girdle, rose, at a signal from his chief, and com- 
menced his evolutioiis. His example was speedily followed by two 
more of the fraternity ; the chanting ceased, but the circle of Howling 
Dervishes continued their short groans to the acpompaniment of the 
music, and the spectacle thus produced was most extraordinary. Such 
an occurrence had not taken place for an immense time, and arose 
from the anxiety of each sect to impress our party in their favour, 
which they were desirous of doing when Uiey had once beoi induced 
to admit us. 

To this exhibition succeeded one as striking of its kind : the tam- 
bourines and drums were divided among the fratmuty; the latter 
were all beat by youths, who formed a second, or inner circle, and in 
the midst of whom stood the high priest, striking a pair of cabals. 
Groans, howls, and yells, such as may haunt th^ ear of the midnight 
traveller in the wilderness, filled up the di&paaQu-^ while the strumes 
of the CttQruisjon-smitten, and tbeir wM ^ffv^, ^^m^^eXRA^xcfc 
horror of the scene. It was impoas\\)Vi \« ^^eai *\\.Vsa«^\ «b^^^ 
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hurried from the latticed apartment just as three more tottering 
wretches were falling to the earth, howling out Ihe sacred name of 
Allah, in tones hotter suited to a &ktanic invocation ! 

On the morrow we visited the elegant chapel of the Turning Der- 
vishes, where a carpet was politely spread for us b^ order of the hiffh 
priest; and we once more witnessed their service, which was uur 
more picturesque at Broussa than at Pera^ owingto the beauty of 
the bmlding and the numbers of the fraternity. However extraor- 
dinary and unmeaning their ceremonies may appear to strangers, they 
have this great advantage over the other sect, that they are neither 
ridiculous nor dise:usting. The most perfect order, the most touch- 
ing solemnity, and the most beautiful cleanliness, are their leading 
characteristics : and it is impossible for any unprejudiced person to 

2uit their Tekie, without feehng at least as much respect as pil^ for 
lie Turning Dervishes. 
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Loquacious Barber— Unthrifty Travellers — Mount Olympus— Early Rising— Aspect 
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• 

I BEMEMBER to have heard an anecdote of a facetious barher. who, 
while operatm^ upon the chin of a customer, commenced catechising 
his victim on the subject of his foreign travel 

^ You are an armv gentleman, 1 beUeve, sir ; pray were you in 
Egypt P " " Yes." '^Really ! then perhaps you saw the Pyramids P *' 
^es." " TraveUed a Uttle in Greece, perhaps, sir P " "A little." 
" Pleasant place, Greece, I've been told : Athens, and all that. I 
dare say you fought in tiie Peninsula ?" Once or twice." " Charm- 
ing oounny, Spain, Pve heard, sir ; indeed I've read Gil Bias, which 
gives one a very pretty notion of it. Plenty of oranges in Portugal, 
sbrP" "Plenty. "Vastly nice, indeed, ouite a fivourite fruit of 
mine. Did you ever serve in the East or W est Indies, sir ? " "In 
botL" " BeiEilly ! why you're quite a traveller. Of course, sir, you've 
seen Paris P " " Never." " Never seen Paris, sir ! " exclaimed the 
man of suds and small-talk ; " never visited the French metropolis ! 
why, dear me, sir, you have seen nothing ! " 

In like manner, he who travels to the East — ^who feasts with 
Pashas in Europe, and eats pillauf with Beys in Asia— who peeps 
into palaces — ghdes in his swin caique along the channel of U>ft Ei^ 
phorus— overruns all Turkey, and half ]&g^\., Mi<itfe\xxrM^\iSi\aRk"«^- 
out smoking a pipe on the summit of Mount 0\ym^\ia,\aM^,^RR»^^^^^* 
to the chdmtiou of the natives^ '* oeea iio\);uns?^ a 
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Of course it was out of the question that I should add to the mm- 
ber of these unthrifty travellers ; and, accordingly, on the moming of 
the 11th of June ^at least two months too soon), the horses were at 
the door at four o clock ; and, shaJdng off my sleepiness as well as I 
could, I set forward, accompanied by a Greek gentleman, with whose 
charming family we had formed a mendship, and who was himwlf 
well calculated by his scientific acquirements to enhanfie the eniaj- 
ment of the expedition, our servant, and a guid^ for the dwdhng of 
thegods. 

The morning was yet gray; the mists were hanging in wreaths 
about the mountains, and draping them in ermine ; tbe dew was 
lying heavily on the dense vegetation; a few stragj^injg peasants 
passed us on the outskirts of the sleeping dtv, some oeanng scytiies 
upon their shoulders, affixed to straight poles about eight feet in 
length^r carrying round spades of wood — or driving brfore them 
the animals who were to return laden with mulberrv branches for tiie 
nurture of the silk-worms which are reared in millimiii at Broossa. 
The number of individuals constantly employed in providing food for 
these insects must be very great, as we have counted upwards of two 
hundred horses, mules, and donkevs, bearinfi' dosdy packed loads of 
boughs, passing in one day beneath our winaows from the same cate 
of the dty ; and, as the immense plain is covered with tsees^ wSidi 
are each year cut closely down to the trunk, 'the consumptioii iiii^ be 
imagined. 

A little beyond the city we passed a mule-litter, closely covered 
with scarlet-cloth, guided ov two men, and followed oy three Turkish 
gentlemen on horseback, attended by their servants, bound on some 
mountain pilgrimage ; but we had not proceeded above half a league, 
ere, with tne exception of a string of mules laden with timber, wSich 
occasionally crossed our path, we nad the wilderness to ourselves. 

The ascent commences immediately on leaving Ihe city, which on 
this side is bounded by a deep ditch or fosse, into which two moun- 
tain-torrents, boiling and bellowing down from the neighbouring 
heights, pour their flashing waters. A narrow pathway, so narrow 
thai two saddle-horses cannot pass in it, traverses a dense wood of 
dwarf oak and hazel, clothing the hill-side, above whose stunted sum- 
mits we looked down upon tne plain and the minarets <^ Broussa. 

A sudden turn in the road conducted us rapidly upwards, freed us 
from the hazel wood, and nlunged us among masses of rock, over which 
our horses slid and stumbled, until we reached the foot of the next 
ran^e of heights. Here the landscape beig^an to grow in beauty ; 
behmd us was the city fenced with mountains, mapped out in all its 
extent, and as remarkable as that of Constantmople for ti^e extraor- 
dinary and beautiful admixture of buildings and fohage, which I never 
remember to have seen elsewhere. 

Every habitation possessing, if not its garden, at least its one tall 
tree, beneath whose boughs tne family congregate during the warm 
hours, the appearance of an Eastern citv, as you look down upon it 
from any neighbouring height, is entirely devoid of that monotony 
wiJch renders the roofs and cmmneva oi aa^EKoo^eMLWirBL^tixWuttVj 
umaterestiuig. It looks as though the Wsxae&^vaa^SNPirDLTSft ^Ead;^^^ 
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in the midst of a thick erove, and the eye lingers without weariness on 
the scene, where the glittenng casements, touched by the sunlight, 
flash through the clustering leaves, and the wind heaves aside the more 
flexile branches to reveal a stately portal, or a gracefol kiosk. From 
the spot on which we now stood, we saw Broussa to great advantage. 
The most striking object was the spacious mos<iue of Oulou-Jamk 
piercing throng the morning mists in spectral whiteness — ^the stuntea 
minaretis loobng l&e caricatures of those li^ht, slender, fairy-moulded 
creations which shoot so loftdly into the blue Heaven at Stamboul ; 
minarets that have sacrificed their grace to the south wind, which 
blows so violently at Broussa as frequently to unroof the more lofty 
buildings ; and wnose ill-nroportioned cupolas of lead complete the 
pictorial ruin, and give tnem the appearance of bullnr wax candles, 
surmounted by metal extinguishers: A small space beyond ran the 
gleaming river, sparkling along its bed of white pebbles— the wilder- 
ness of mulberry trees spread% over the green carpet of the plain— 
and away, afar off, the range oi mountains purpHng in the distance, 
and crowned with clouds ! 

Beside us, not half a foot from our horse's hoof, we had a sheer 
precipice, clothed with dwarf-oak and spruce, and we heard, although 
we could not see, the tumbling waters of a torrent which roared and 
rushed along the oottom of the gulph. Beyond the precipice, towered 
a lordly mountain, upon whose crest were pillowed dense masses of 
fleecy vapour ; while stately fir trees draped it with a thousand tints. 
Before us rose masses of rock, through which we had to make our 
way : and from every crevice sprang a forest tree, whose gnarled and 
knotted roots were washed by a roshing stream, which was flung up 
like spray as our horses splashed through it. We next reached a 
I»tch of soft, fresh tnrf ; maple and ash trees overshadowed it ; wild 
artichokes and violets were strown in every direction ; the rich ruby- 
ooloured arum hunff its loujg dank leaves over the narrow channel, 
through w4iich glided a pi^y stream almost hidden by the rank 
vegetation ; the Uttle yellow n^rt's-ease was dotted over the banks ; 
the ringdoves were cooing amid the leaves ; and the grasshopper, as 
green and almost as bright as an emerald, was springmg from flower 
to flower. 

It is a place of pause for the travdller, and it deserves to be so. 
There can scarcely oe a lovelier in the world ! One or two fra^ents 
bf cold, grey rock pierced through the rich grass, as if to enhance its 
beauty, and afforded a resting-place, whence we looked round upon 
the masses of mountain scenerv b^ which we were surrounded \ and 
few, I should imagine, woula fail to nrofit by this opportumty of 
temporary rest, when they oontemplatea the far extent of wild and 
difficult countiy through which they were to travel. 

Let none venture the ascent of Mount Olympus who have not the 
head and the hand eoually steadv, who are incapable not only of 
standing upon the '' giddy brink," but also of riding along it when the 
road is scturcely a foot in width, and the precipice some hundreds v&. 
depth ; and where the only path is a toxrent-cMLe^ ^Stoasssw^^ ^x "^.^ssn^ 
of Todk, pDed in ledges, and slippery mt\i 'WttJlet •, lot %a&\st«^ ^*^ "^^ 
micb, Ujeune vaudrapoila enamdelle^ »a it.\a Vns^^i^^^ft^^saasea^ 
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vajs le^s calctQated to calm the nerves^ or to re-assnre the tmiicL 
You urge your horse up a flat stone, as high and as large as a bOliaid 
table, and splash he descends on the other side up to his ^prths in mud : 
now you ride up a bank, to escape collision with a stnng of timber- 
laden mules, and in descending you are stumbling and scmmUing 
among the roots of trees, which twirl and twist among tiie yi^etatkn 
like huge snakes ; at one moment you are almost knocked off your 
saddle by a forest-bough that you have not room to avoi(L and the next 
you are up to your knees m a torrent which he refuses to loKg, 
Assuredly the Gods never wished to receive company. 

As the ascent became more difficult, the whole face of the landscye 
changed : loft^ firs shot upwards against the dear sky, while TOfia, 
fantastically piled, and looking like the ruins of a lordlv c^, were 
scattered over a plain which we skirted in turning the elbow of the 
n^ range of heights. Here and there a tree that had been smitten 
by tiiie thunder reared aloft its white and leafless branches, while its 
shivered trunk looked like a mass of charcoal Eagles ana vultur e s 
soared above our heads ; innumerable cuckoos called to each other 
amon^ the rocks : at intervals the low growl of a bear was heard in 
the distance ; and altogether, a more savage scene can scarcely be 
imagined. 

A fine fir-wood succeeded, which terminated in a small plain inter- 
sected by a sparkling trout-stream, whose waters formed a thousand 
pigmy cascades as they tumbled over the rocky fragments that choked 
their channel Here we spread our morning meal, cooling our delicate 
Greek wine in the waters of Mount Olympus, and seating ourselves 
upon the fresh turf which was enamelled with violets ana wild hya- 
cmths. At this spot travellers usually leave their horses, and proceed 
to the summit of the mountain on foot ; but our good cheer, our soft 
words, and, above all, the promise of an increased backshish, so won 
upon our guide, that he consented to let his horses' knees and onr 
necks share the same risk, and to proceed as much farther as might 
b e p racticable for the animals. 

What a breakfast we made ! My intelligent Greek friend alrnidy 
talking of his mineralogical expectations ; I decoratins my riding- 
habit with lovely wild flowers ; the portly Turk paying marKcd attention 
to the hard eegs and caviare^ and the servant passing to and fro the 
stream with glasses of cool wme, sparkling like uquid topaz. 

Before us towered the mountam, whose every creek and crevice 
was heaped with snow, while one dense mass of vapour hung npan its 
brow like a kniehtly plume. From the summit of the mount the snow 
had disappeared, but the white slate-stone of which it is composed 

f learned out beneath the sunshine with a ^lare tibat was almost 
azading. The sides of the rock are clothed with juniper, which, from 
the continual pressure of the snow, is dwarfed ana stunted^ and rather 
crawls along the earth than smngs from it ; and whose. Denies nro- 
duce a fdngular and beautiful efect on the masses benes^ which they 
are concealed, by givine to them a pink tinge that has almost the effect 
of art. Yet, nevertheless, I could not forbear casting a glance of 
snxietv at the towering height, w\nclDL «2\ \\& is^^isM^wQ^x&aQufioenoe 
Med to dispel I haa been told thai. m\ftjft w»b8d.^I^^»»*^^*^^ 
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be impossible for a female to ascend to the summit^I had already 
left beoind me six long leagues of the wildemess^two more of per- 
X>etual and difficult ascent were before me — ^but I rememberedmy 
prowess in the Desert of the Chartreux, and I resolved to persevere. 

Onr hamper was repacked, our bridles were re^usted, and, ford- 
ing the little stream, we once more set forward upon onr ''high 
emprize :" and after scrambling through acres of juniper, sliding over 
ledges of rock, and ridinff through nine torrents, we at length found 
ouraelves at the foot of the almost perpendicular mountain. 

It was a mamificent sp»stacle T The mid-day sun was shining 
npon the eteiml snows, which, yielding partially and reluctantly to 
its beams, were melting into a thousana pigmv streams that glittered 
and glided amon^the juniper bushes ; the nierhest peak of the mount, 
crowned bv its diadem of vapour, rose prouoly against the blue sky ; 
the raggea ridffes of the chain, tempest-riven and oare^ hung over tne 
snow-nlled swhs, into which the grasp of centuries had hurled 
portions of tneir own stupendous mass ; and not a sound was audible 
save the brawUng of the torrents in the lower lands, or the wind 
sweeping at intervals round the rocky point. 

When I dismounted, and flung my bridle to the guide, I felt as 
though I had gnined another year of life ! 

Never shall I forget the fatigue of that ascent !-— a weary lea^e 
over the gnarled roots of the juniper plants, and loose stones which 
treacherously failed beneath our feet, and frequently lost us six steps 
for the one that we thought to gain. But at length we stood u^n 
the edge of the rock; we had cbmb the ascent, and werelookmg 
down upon the mountains that we had traversed in the morning, as 
though mto a valley; but our task was not yet ended : the Idnest 
peak, the seat of Jupiter, yet towered above us, and seemed to mock 
our morta. Between that peak and the spot on which we stood, 
there was a deep hollow, to be descendea on our side, and again 
mounted on the other : the rock was edged with snow many feet in 
depth ; our feet sank among the loose stones ; the cold was piercing, 
and to add to onr discomfort, the vapours were rising from tne valley 
beyond the mountain in. one dense mass, which resembled the con- 
centrated smoke of a burning world. 

The effect was sublimely awful ! Fold upon fold— shade darkening 
over shade — nothing was to be seen but the cold, grey, clinging 
vapour which hung against the mountain, as if to cuitain the space 
beyond. It was frightful to stand upon the edge of the precipice, and to 
mm the working of that mysterious doud ; fancy ran riot in looJdng 
on it : its superhuman extent — ^its unearthly, impalpable texture — its 
evercnanging form — its deep, dense tint — my brain reeled with 
watching its shifting wonders : and had not my companion withdrawn 
me from the brink, I should have sunk down, nom sheer mental 
exhaustion. 

We had been warned not to linger when on the mountain, and 
after the lapse of a few moments we again toiled on. At intervals 
the vapour rolled back, and gave us glimpses of hills^ and'^«3i<sT^'«s^ 
woods^ and streams, flir below us ; but it -w^a >at^ ^<5k \iw«5is^^^ 
ofsMy-wand, for while we yet looked uposv \!bKBi ^«? ^«»>s«sw" 

72 
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another heavy fold of mist arose from the chasm^ and again all wis 
chaos. 

At length the chibouk was lighted. We stood upon the Grave of 
the Giant— upon the highest point of Monnt Olympus, beside the 
roofless hut, built for the shel& of the stonn-oyerudken travdkx, 
and so ingeniously sunk ben»EiUL the suifiBoe as to kfnn a weD, in 
which such a shower of rain as commonly faiUs in the neighbourhood 
of the mountain, would go nigh to drown the hapless wanderer who 
might trust to the treacherous assrlum. 

behind us all was vapour ; before us stretched away the mountain- 
chain across which we nad travelled; while far, far in the distanc 
and almost blent with the horizon, we distinguisned the Uue Lake < 
ApoUonia. While we yet looked, we say the mists gathering abdi 
our own path — curling up from the swampy patches between the 
lulls : rollm^ along the rocky channel of the torrents ; draping the 
broad branches of the dark firs ; clinging to the mountain aides — we 
had no time to lose. We were not travellers on a hidiway ; we had 
neither finger-posts nor landmarks — all is so nearly alike m the wil- 
derness : one pile of cpldL grey rock looms out frcon andd the mists, 
shaped so like its neighbour ; one rushing torrent brawls over its 
stony bed, so like another ; one stretch of forest darkens the moun- 
tain side with a ffloom so similar to that which shadows the opposite 
height, that we thought it well to avoid the gathering of the vapours, 
if we did not wish to sleep in the desert. 

To return by the way that we had ascended was out of the ques- 
tion; for we had walked upwards of a league along the summit (^tiie 
mountain, after having gained the height. The other face of the rock 
presented a much shorter road, but, as it was extremely dangerous, 
we held a council to decide on which we should venture— thelBtigue 
and loss of time, or the possibility of accident. We were alreadv 
travel-worn and foot-sore, but not caring to confess even to eacn 
other that it was the exertion from which we shrank, we both talked 
very sagely of the danger of delay, with the mists gathering so rabidly 
about us, and decided^ as a matter of prudence, on descending the 
precipice. 

I hJave already mentioned the mountain-ridge that projected over 
the gulph, and whose jagged and storm-riven outline bore testimony 
to the ravages of time and tempest ; while the huge fragments of 
fallen rock which heaved up their dark masses £rom among the 
accumulated snow^s beneath, broke the smooth surface, and bd^ayed 
the depth of the precipice. 

This was the point on which we fixed for our descent ; my compa- 
nion, who was an accomplished sportsman, and accustomed to me 
djzzj mountains of the East, led the way ; and, as he assured me that 
nothing but nerve was required to ensure success, I followed without 
hesitation. Seating ourselves, therefore, upon the summit of the 
mountain, we slid gently down to a narrow ledge of rock, just suf- 
ficiently wide to afford us footing ; and clinging to the stones which 
jutted out from the natural wall on the one side, and carefolly avoid- 
jpff to look towsrda the precipice on. il^e oV^i<^y ^ ^cra\s t£a&& ^>st 
wajr to a second descent, sinmar 19 ttie te^, 'ftaa\iaato^'^^5i:dss&^ 
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thrioe repeated^ carried us throu^li the most difficult portion of our 
imdertaking, as tlie rock then projected sufficiently towards the base 
to ena^e us to step from stone to stone, until we arrived at the edge 
of the snow. 

As we could form no calculation of its depth, we did not venture 
to traverse it, which would have shortened the distance very con- 
siderably; but skirting the gulph, where it was not more than mid- 
way to our knees, we at length arrived in a patch of swampy land, 
inundated by tilie mdting of the mountain snows, and scattered over 
with rocks, many of them split asunder, as though they had suffered 
from the wrath of Yulcan in one of his stormy moods. Our wet and 
weary feet next carried us up a slight ascenVto a stretch of land as 
brilliant and as sweet as a nower-^den. Were I to enumerate all 
the blossoms that I saw growing wild on this spot, the next page of 
my book would resemble a floricultural catalogue ; and tired as I was. 
I could not pass them by without gathering a bouquet which would 
have done no disgrace to an English parterre. 

In half an hour more we entered the grassy nook where we had left 
our horses ; and the recompense of our prowess from the guide, when 
we pointed out to him the spo1> whence we had descended, was a look 
of contemptuous pity, accompanied by the remark that we were " two 
mad!Franis!" 

We had scarcely taken a hastv glass of wine and mounted our 
horses, when two loud elaps of thunder, foUowiog dose upon each 
other, rattled along the mountain-tops, and enforced on us the neces- 
sity of speed. But, alas, there was no possibility of travelling at 
more than a foof s-pace oetween Mount Olympus and Broussa ; all 
that we could do, therefore, was to commence our homeward journey 
without a moment's delay, and trust to our lucky stars, both for 
finding our way, and for getting home dr^. On we pressed accord- 
ingly, '' over bimk, bush, and scaur ;" but m half an hour we were so 
oompletelv enveloped in mist that we could not see each other. The 
gniae still moved steadily on, however, like a man who is sure of his 
■paih. ; and I felt no misgivings until, on arriving in the dry bed of a 
torrent &om which the stream had been diverted by some convulsion 
of nature, he suddenly ceased the wild monotonous melody with which 
he had favoured us for a considerable time, and, turning round in his 
saddle, remarked quietly, " We are lost." 

For an instant no one replied. We had each anticipated the pro- 
bability of such an occurrence, but it was not the less disag^reeable 
when it came to pass. What was to be done ? First, the guide was 
convinced that he had borne too much to the right, and accordingly 
we all turned our horses in the other direction ; when being close 
upon a wall of rock that loomed out from the vapour like some brist- 
ling fortress, he admitted that this could not be the way, and that 
oonseouently he must have inclined too much to the left. We i)er- 
formea a &esh evolution with equal success: the man was fairly 
bewildered ; and meanwhile the vapour was spreading this.kj^ *ss^ 
faster about us. a^ vv 

At length my companion suggested t\i^ e^.^^ve^'K^ ^ ^^-c&x^ 
f^mi tbiit in ike event of any s\ieip\ietd ox ^^\Itkax^^^*^si%^^^ 
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neigbbourhood, we miglit procure assistance and infarmatioiL Shont, 
accordinfi[ly, we did, at the venr pitch of our lungs; but the mists 
were so dense that they stifled the voice, and we were ourselves con- 
scions that we could not be heard at a^ great distance. After the 
suspense of a long, weary half-hour, we had just abandoned all hope 
of hidp. when a huge do^ came bounding put of the vapour, baridng 
foriously, but to us his voice was music, as it assured us of the 
vicinity of some mountaineer ; at the same moment the mists broke 

S" ^ {T away, and the Roide, uttering an exclamation of ioy, sud- 
escended a steep oank, and we found ourselves on iJie skirts 
of tlie fir wood, and in the mule-track which we had followed in the 
morning. 

We had scarcely congratulated ^ich other on the termination of 
our dilemma, and the nartial disper^on of the vapours, when a janed 
line of seip^t-like lightning ran shimmering throufli the broad flash 
that lit up for a second the whole wild scene amid which we were 
moving; and at the same instant, the loudest and the longest peal 
brokebom the sky to which I ever listened ; rock after roS caiiudit 
up the sound, and flung it badc^ until the wizard thunder ratUed in 
fainter echoes down into the plam. 

It was an awful moment ! The terrified animals stood suddenly 
stfll, and trembled with affiright ; but we had no time to waste upon 
alann, for, as if conjured by that awfdl crash, and the wild light by 
which it was accompanied, down came the unpiiscmed waters fnnn 
the mass of vapour that huuR above us. I can scarcely call it rain ; 
it was as though a sluice had been let loose upon us, and in an instant 
we were drenched. Every m9untain stream grew suddenly into a 
torrent^-every wav-side fountain (and there were many in (He forest 
formed of the hollow trunks of trees) overflowed its basin— the 
branches against which we brushed in otur passage, scattered tiie huge 
drops from their leaves— ;;large stones fell rattung down the sides of 
the mountain — ^in short it was as wild a storm as ever inspired the 
pencil of Salvator Rosa; and its solemnity was deepened by the 
twilight gloom of the clinging and changeful vapours. 

We arrived at Broussa both wet and weary, having been thirteen 
hours on the road; but, despite all that I suffered, I would not have 
lost the sublime spectacle on which I gazed from the summit of 
Mount Olvmpus, for the enjo}[ment of a month of luxurious ease. 
Well might Kowitt exclaim, in the gushing out of his pious and 
poetical nature : 

** Praise be to God for the mountains ! '* 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

Tlie Armenian Quarter of Broossa— Catholics and Schismatics— Armenian Church 
— Ugly Saints — Boiial-plaoe of the Bishope— Cloisters— Public School— Mode of 
Rearing the Silk-worms— Difference between the European and tiie Asiatic 
STStfems— Colour and Quantity <tf the Produce— Appearance of the Mulberry 
Woods. 

It is a singalar fsuct, that altlioiighthe Armenian quarter of Bronssa 
contains upwards of a thousand houses, which are all inhabited, the 
number of Catholic families does not amount to fifty; their place of 
worship is consequenthr small, and unworthy of description, being 
merely the chapel attached to a piivate house, while the Schismatic 
Chuidi is proportionably handsome. The difference of faith between 
the two sects na^ npon a single point— the Schismatics deny the 
double, nature of Christ, and are accordingly denounced as heretics by 
thdr more orthodox brethren, although they worship the same pro* 
fusion of saints — ^weep over the wounds of the same blessed martyrs 
— and build altars to the same Yirgin under all her multitudinous 
d^gnations. 

The Armenian Church of Broussa is very elegant. The altar, 
which extends along its whole width, is of white marble, highly 
polished, and divided into three compartments, merely separated 
uom the aisles Jby a simple railing, and is arranged with considerable 
taste; tiie sacerdotal plate being interspersed with vases of white 
lilies. The roof is supported by^ten fine columns, and the floor 
covered, like that of a mosque, with rich carpets. 

The saints, whose portraits adorn the waUs (which are covered 
with Dutch nles to the height of the latticed gallery^ have been most 
cruelly treated. I never beheld ''the human face oivine" so carica- 
tuied 1 A tale is somewhere told of a susceptible young Italian, who 
became enamoured of the Madonna that adorned his oratory: he 
might kneel before the whole saintly community of the Armenian 
Church of Broussa, without a quickening puke—they would haunt 
the dreams of an artist like the nightmare ! At the base of the 
pictures, crosses of white marble are incrusted in the masonry, 
curiously inlaid with coloured stones ; and a pprtable altar, whose 
plate was enriched with fine turquoises, stood in the centre of the 
aisle, surmounted by a hideous St. Joseph, glaring out in his ugliness 
from beneath a drapery of silver muslin. 

The church is surrounded on three sides b^ a noble covered cloister, 
lined with marble^partially carpeted, and furnished with an altar at 
each extremity. That on the right hand is the burial-place of the 
bishops, who lie beneath slabs of marble, elaborately carved \tjb&\&^ 
hand cloister, into which flows a noble io\nA«vsi, ?.cr?^ ^a^^aiscNs^ v 
and the third, situated at the extreme eivd oi \>afc ^^\ttOcL,\^ ^^'^^ 
with a dmgy Virgin, and a congreg^Aioii ol sa^^a va- ^^^ \sfisMB« 
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condition, to whom their votaries offer the tribute of lifted taners, 
whose numerous remains were scattered about in their immeoiate 
vicinity. The women's gallery is handsome and spacious, and is par- 
tiidly overlooked by the windows of the Bishop's PaLace; a fine 
building erected a vear ago at an immense expense. 

From the churcn we passed into the public school, where three 
hundred boys were conning their tasks under the superintendenoe of 
a single master. Though we were perfectlv unexpected, we did not 
hear a whisper ; everv boy was in his place ; and the yenerable 
Dominie, with a beara as white as snow, and a head whidi would 
have been a study for a painter, rose as we entered, and oourieously 
invited us to take our seats upon the comfortable sofa that occupied 
the upper end of the hall. The most beautiful cleanlinftw pavMied 
the whole establishment ; and the boarded floor was rubbed as bright, 
by the constant friction of six hundred little naJLed feet, as thoo^ 
it had been waxed. 

The nomber of Turkish children now receiving their edncatxHi in 
Broussa we could not ascertain, as they are divided amon^ the 
different mosques ; but the Greek rector, who in tiie absence^ the 
fUK^bishop, interested himself in our comfort and amusement, told 
me that they had but fifty in their school, although the Greek pc^- 
lation of Broussa is tolerably numerous. There is, however, a second 
description of free-school or college, attached to me Gieek and Arme- 
nian cnurches, wherein the pupus advance a step in thdr studies, 
and prepare themselves for the priesthood and for commercial 
pursuits. 

» Oor next object of inquiry was the mode of feeding the silk-worms, 
which produce in the neighbourhood of Broussa an ex^tracnrdinaiy 
quantity of silk. We accordingly visited the establishment of a 
^Frenchman, who exports the raw material to Europe. I was struck 
by the colour of the silk, which was of a dingy white ; and learnt 
that, despite all the efforts of the feeders, they seldom succeeded in 
producing any other tint, although the worms are themselves of dif- 
ferent qualities and colours, varying from a dead white to a dark 
brown, and are fed with the leaves of both the red and the white 
mulberry indiscriminately. The most experienced feeders, however, 
give a decided preference to the wild white mulberry, of which most 
of the plantations about Broussa are formed. The silk^ when first 
spun, is of a clear, silvery, brilliant tint ; but submersion m the highly 
minerali^ water of the neighbourhood, robs it of its gleam, t^ 
reduces it to the dea^ dingy colour I have mentioned: and! was 
assured that, in some hundreds of poimds weight of silk, not more 
than two or three could be met with of yellow. 

The Asiatic method of rearing the worm is totally different from 
that of Europe, and according to the account given to me, much more 
nrofitable in its results, as well as simple in its process. The insect 
has a natural dislike to bein^ handled, which is inevitable where it is 
fed dav by day, and the withered leaves of the previous morning 
cleared away; the discomfort produced by the touch rendering the 
worm lethargic, and retarding its giowik. 'i!Vi<& ksiaiu^»&\^s?9^ ^\iGc»cL 
it with the mud: when it is ba£c^]u&d, 1ut3L& ^<ystQlV^^vfi«!^B!)fiSD^S& 
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ooveredwith byen of nmlbeiTyhranrhca to about three ori 
in depth : and upon these tiie insects are laid, and aniffered to feed un- 
disturbed until their first sleep, when they are covered by a fireshsapplr 
of bon^is similar to the first, througli which, they eat their way, ud 
upon which they sobsist vntu their next diange. This qpentmL is 
repeated four times, ahrqrs at the nexiod when the wona easts its 
skin; and on the first appearance of an inrlinatinn to ^in. bon^s <rf 
oak, of about four feet m len^tii, stripped of their lowerlesfeaL and 
planted, if I may so eqsess it, m doae lanks in the bed of mnlbeny 
oranches, form a pigmy forest, in whaA the insects est^Uisli them- 
selves, and wheron they procmoe their silk. £very creviee of the 
»;»rtment is carefully stopped, to prerent the admwsiflii of air, and a 
me of diarcoal ashes is kept up eonstantly thron^iont the day and 
ni^t. 

Whether the mode of fee£n^ operates on the ookxir of the silk, 
I could not ascertain, thoog}i it struck me that tbe experiment 
would be worth trying; but meanwhile it appears to be ceitain 
tiiat it greatly increases its quantity, and <^^rni»Kg» the laboor of 
the f eeoers. There is 8can»y a house in the neidliboarhood of 
Broussa whidi does not oootain several apartinents fiUed witii silk- 
worms, whose TOodnce is ^^spoaedci to the spinners, ci whcm thore 
are a considerable number in the city ; and the nr-spreading mulberry 
woods assume in the hei^ ci summer the wpearance of stretdies of 
locust-blighted landscape, every tree being lot a branchless trunk, 
without a sign of foliage. 



CHAPTER XXXVL 

Ttie Cadi's Wife— Smgnlar Custom— Halad Hsaoom— The Odsliqiie— The Cadi— 
Vaktj Ei^oyment— Lyin^ ia State— Cachemires— Costume— Unbounded Ho^- 
talitf of the Wealthj Turks— The Pandne Girl. 

The wife <^ the Cadi of Tz^kerghe having pven birth to her'first- 
bom son, I received an invitation to visit her the same evening, which 
I acoqpted. although not without some surprise ; and on expressing 
my asfonisQment St ho: subjecting herself to the intrusion of guests 
at such a period, I learnt that it is universally the custom, among the 
wives of tne wealthy Turks, to receive company during seven days 
after the birth of the first son, until midnight ; on which occasion they 
display the most valuable portions of their irautseau. 

HaiJA Hanoum was a young creature of sixteen, very pretty, and 
very stupid, who, individually, created no great interest ; put ^e had 
a rival in the harem a sweet girl .of twelve yeais of age, with the &oe 
of an angel and the grace of a sylph ; who, if the gossipry of the 
neighbourhood may be relied upon, was no especial favourite ^nALW^ 
companion, whose dulness yet left bet ^CT^IOMatoi «iW«i5B^ ^^^ 
jealous of the saperior attractions oi t\iei gMA\-«^^5^*^^^^^ \iS 
tadi bimadf bad reached bis eigktietti 7^. *»^ ^^ '^^ ^^ 
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would rather have distingmsliedhim as the grandsire than as the hus- 
band of these two beaatifnl voimg creatures. 

I entered the house at eignt o'clock in the evemnff ; and, haw 
traversed the marble court, whose fountain poured fourth its limpia 
waters beneath the shade of a venerable fig tree, I passed along the 
latticed terrace of the hareuL to the lumouin's apartment. Ijong 
before I reached it, I was deaten^ with the noise wnidi issued boiti 
its open door ; the voices of the singing-women — ^the rattle (d the 
tambourines— the laughter of the guests— the shouts of the attendant 
slaves— the clatter of the coffee and sherbet cups — ^I could scarcely 
believe that I was about to be ushered into a sick-chamber! At length, 
the three attendants who had lighted me up stairs, made way for me 
through the crowd of women who thronged the entrance of tne apart- 
ment and one of the most extraordinary scenes presented itself upon 
which it has ever been my fate to look. 

Directlv opposite to the door stood the bed of the Hanoxun; the 
curtains had been withdrawn, and a temporary canopy formed of 
cachemire shawls airaneed in festoons, and hnked together with 
bathing scarfs of gold ana silver tissue: and, as the lad^ was possessed 
of fifty, which could not all be arranged with nroper effect in so limited 
a space;, a silk cord had been stretched along the ceiling to the opposite 
extremity of the apartment, over which the costly drapery was con- 
tinued. Fastened to the shawls were head-dresses of coloured gauze, 
flowered or striped with gold and silver, whence depended oranges, 
lemons, and candied fruits. Two coverlets of wadded pink satin were 
folded at the bed's foot; and a sheet of striped crape hung to the floor, 
where it terminated in a deep fringe of ^Id. 

The infant lay upon a cushion of white satin, richly emlsoidered 
with coloured silks, and trimmed like the sheet; and was itsdf a 
mass of Rold brocade and diamonds. But the young mother piHicipally 
attracted my attention. As I entered, she was flinging over her chila 
a small coverlet of crimson velvet, most gorgeously wrought with 
gold ; and as the sleeves of her striped silk anterv and gauze chemi- 
sette fell back to the elbow, her white and dimpled arms drded by 
bracelets of brilliants, and her small hand glittering with jewdled 
rings, were revealed in all their beautjr. Her dark hair was braided 
in twentjT or thirty small plaits, that fell far below her waist^ as she 
leant against a cushion similar to that on which she had pillowed her 
infant.. Her throat was encircled by several rows of immense pearis, 
whence depended a diamond star, resting uppn her bosom; her 
chemisette was delicately edged by a gold Deaoing, and met at the 
bottom of her bust, where her vest was confined bv a costly shawL Her 
head-dress, of blue gauze worked with silver, was studded with diamond 
sprays, and ornamented with a fringe of large gpld coins, which fell 
upon her shoulders, and almost concealed her brilliant earrings. Her 
satin antery was of the most lively colours, and her salva were of pale 
pink silk, sprinkled with silver spots. A glass vase of white lilies rested 
against her pillow, and a fan of peaoockar feathers, and a painted hand- 
kerchief lay beside her. Previously to her confinement, she had plucked 
oai the whole of her eyebrows, a3id\iwitcl^a«»^L\Jsi«al\^^^^^fec^^ 
of black dye, raised about an incii\!ig\i«c u^oa^iXiBtes^iRa^ Taa^^. 
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common habit wiUi the Tinkisii women on ^nai ceaeaaia ; and tiiej 
nowhere display more coquetry or more decided bad taste tium in tiie 
arrangement oftheir ejmows, which tbej paint in all kinds of fantastic 
shapes ; sometimes makhig them meet across the nose, and sometimes 
raismg them at the outer point to the temples ! I have seen many a 
pretty woman destroyed l^ this whim. 

I was condocied with great ceremony to the sofa, when I had 
saluted the Hanoun, and uttered my "MashaHah** as I leant orer 
the infant ; which, poor little thing ! was almost smothered in pDerr ; 
snd, havii^ taken my seat, I had time to contemplate the singular 
scene aronnd me. 

I have alladed elsewhere to the facility with whidi the working 
classes of Turkey obtain access into the houses of the wealthy. Cm 
CYery occasion of rejoicing, the door is open to all; it is the 9m only 
which is sacredj but the poor share m all tiie enjoyments of the 
festiyal ; the coffee and sheroet is serred to thraa, if not wit^itiiesame 
ceremony, at least with the same welcome, as to the prouder guests ; 
they list^ to the music— tiiey min^ in the conyersation— thpy join 
in the gaiety— and they are neyer made to feel that their lot is cast in 
a more lowfy rank than tiiat of thdr entertainer. 

On the present occasion the floor was thronged. Mothers were 
there, with their infants at tlieir breasts, for whose entire costume you 
would not have given fifty piastres ; and whose sunburnt arms and 
naked feet bore testimony to a life m toiL A sroup of children were 
huddled together at the bed's foot; a throng of sin^nng women occu- 
pied the extreme end of the apartment ; the mother of the young 
wife sat beside the piUow of her diild, dressed ina vest and trousers 
of white, with a large handkerdiief ci painted muslin flung loosely 
•ver her turban : the lovely little Odatique, totally unheeded, squatted 
on the 'ground at my feet- half-ardozen stately Hanoums were seated 
on the crimson velvet sofa, leaning against its gorgeous cushions, and 
some of them engaged with the chibouk. But the most attractive 
object in the iqMirtment was the dandng-girl, who occupied the centre 
of the floor. 

I have rarely beheld an^hing more beautiful ; and, with the excep- 
tion of the daughter of the Scodra Pasha» Ihad seen no woman in the 
country who could be compared wiUi her. On my entrance she had 
been beating the tambourine, and as, out of respect for the Frank 
visitor, the music was momentarily suspended, she remained in the 
attituoe she had assumed when she first caught sight of me. Her 
arms were raised above her head, and her open sleeves fell back almost 
to her shoulder : her delicate litue feet were bare, and only partially 
revealed beneath the large loose trousers of daik silk ; a chemise^ 
of gauze, richly fringed, relieved the sombre tint of her tightly-fitting 
antery, and a shawl of the most glowing colours bound ner sloider 
waist ; her head-dress was nearly similar to that worn in the imperial 
serais — a painted handkerchief was folded round her forehead, whose 
deep fringe fell low upon her cheeks : part of hex IcpB^Vaax'^rw^^fi^BR.- 
veiled, and spread wide upon the summit ol)^« V<^ai^>«^^^^^> 
formed into innumerable little plaits, was\oowA ?!X3««X.V«t ^^'^'^ 
A large bunch of white lilies dnx)ped grwsdxm^ ij>Qia^^ ^«st Tssgss. ^ 
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andher.^nre was bent slightly backward, in ^the easiest attitude in 
the world. 

She was assuredly very lovely; but it was not genuine Oriental 
beauty. Her large, full eyes were as blue and bright as a summer 
sky, when the heavens are full of sunshine \ her nose was a la Roxa- 
lane : and she had a pretty pout about her little cherry-coloured lips 
worth half-a-dozen smiles. ^ 

I could not help expressing my surprise at the style of her aMtre, 
as I had never bclore seen it so worn, except in the imperial palaces ; 
when I was informed that the Sultan, having accidently seen her 
mother, who far exceeded tibe daughter in beauty, became so enthiaUed 
by her extrejoie loveliness as to make her an inmate of his harem, 
vmere she stiU remains. 

When I had seated myself the dancer suddenly suffered her anns 
to fall bv h^ side, and flinging the tambourine to one of the singmg 
women, sue clapped her hands, uid a couple of slaves entered with 
coffee. One bore a lar^ silver salver, from which depended a nankin 
of sold tissue, richly frinffed, with the tiny cuus of glittering poroeSain. 
and the silver coffee-holders neaUv arrangea upon its surface ; ana 
the other carried a wdghly sherbet-vase (3 wrought silver, shaped as 
classically as that of Hebe herself. 

^ I never saw any woman so light or so graceful as that lovely danchy- 
guL She had the spring of a sylnh, And the foot of a fiawn. As soe 
presented the coffee, she laid her nand first upon her lips and then 
upon her head, with an elegance which 1 have seldom seen equalled ; 
and then bounding back into her place, she twirled the tambourine in 
the air with the plavfulness. of a cmld; and. having denoted the 
measure, returned it to one of the women, who immediately com- 
menced a wild chant, half song and half recitative, which was n times 
caught up in chorus oy the others, and at times wailed out bv the 
dancer onlv, as she regulated the movements of her willow-like ngure 
to the modulations of the music. The Turkish women dance very 
little with the feet : it is the grace and art displayed in the caniage 
of the body and arms which form the perfection of their dancing; 
the re^id snapping of the fingers, meanwhile, producing the effect 
of castanets. 

The floor was crowded with withered old women and stupid chil- 
dren: the atmosphere was impregnated with onions, tobacco, and 
^lic ; and the noise was deafening ! The singing women shouted at 
mteryals at the very pitch pf their voices — the infants cried with 
weariness and fright; the impatient guests demanded coffee and 
sherbet as unceremoniously as though they had been at a public kiosk, 
and much more rapidly than they could be supplied ; and the ringing 
rattle of the tambourine kept up a running accompaniment of disom. 

Altogether the scene was a most extraordiniffy one ; and I com- 
pelled myself to remain a couple of hours theguest of Hais^ Hanonm 
in order to contemplate it at my leisure. . The same ceremonies, the 
same amusements, and the same noise, continued until midnight 
during the whole of the seven days ; when the harem doors were once 
more shut against such eeneral mtrusion, «sA W^ iQ^£Cki^T&sjO&&\\fift 
to exyoy the nepose whicui ahe iec^u\ced. 
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CHAPTER XXXVn. 

Tz^kerich^— Bastling Departure— Tiirkish Po/oit— Waiting Haids and Servinir Men 
— Characteristic Cavalcade— Chapter of Accidents— Train of Camds— Halt of tiie 
Caravan — Violent Storm— Archbishop of Bronssar— The Old Palace— Reception- 
room— Priestiy Humility— Greek Priests— Worldly and Monastic Clergy— Morals 
of the Papas — Asiatic Pebbles — Moudania— Idleness of the Inhabitants— Decay of 
the Town— Policy of the Turkish Government— Departure for Constantinople. 

When we had exliansted the " lions " of Broussa^ we removed to 
'tzhkeTglih, for the benefit of the baths ; and, after having enjoyed for 
a few weeks all the luxury of sulphuric vapour, we prepared for our 
return to the capital 

The confusion incident on our departure from the village was most 
amusing ; and, as our party was a numerous one, we were all on foot 
by three o'clock in the morning. Serudjhes were shoutinff and 
quarrelling about missing bridles and ill-poised panniers : Greek ser- 
vants, supreme in their £iowledge of the Asiatic Turkish, which is a 
species of patois abnost unintelligible, even to CJonstantinopolitan 
Turks, were hectoring and finding fault ; waiting-maids were scream- 
ing in defence of bandboxes and dressing-cases ; and all the inhaM- 
tants of the hamlet were looking on, and favouring us with their 
comments. The morning salutations were drowsy enpueh, for tiiere 
are few things more dreary than a daybreak dialogue ; the perfumed 
coffee was swallowed almost in silence, and at length the procession 
set forth. 

Nothing could be more characteristic than the appearance of our 
caravan, as we wound down ihe mountain-path — bullock-cars, laden 
with lugRage. creaked and rattled over the rockv road — led horses, 
carrying Dedoing and provisions, were scattered along the way-side — 
and thirteen mounted mdividuals, as ill-assorted to the eye as can well 
be imagined, completed the partv. Two Greek ladies, mounted en 
cavalier, one wearing an ample white turban, and both having their 
feet enveloped in shawls ; three men servants perched on the top of 
great coats and doaks. and anned with chibouks and umbrellas ; two 
Greek femmes-de-chamhre, mounted like their mistresses ; my father, 
myself, and three gentlemen— with our English, Viennese, and Tartar 
saddles ; altogether formed a spectacle which would not have passed 
unobserved in the West. 

My own horse, a powerful animal, that went like the wind, was 
almost blinded by crimson and gold tassels, a Turkish inhabitant of 
Ts^ergh^ having insisted on replacing the ill-conditioned bridle pro- 
dded by the postmaster with the elaborate head-gear of his own animal 
while my saddle was girt over a flaming horse-cloth of blue fmsL 
scauet. Some of the pwty were leas lottvma^, VJOsi. ^& ^ks^s^m^ 
^ar horses and accoutiments ; but, once u^u^'b'wa^^'^^ ^^j««^ 
ittw wtt ^e ibriit sun, wMch was begvm^ 
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scene fironnd ns ; and, when we had descended into the plain, and 
passed the romantic fountain of Adzem Tzesmessi, the most ener- 
getic among us were soon galloping right and left among the trees, 
gathering itne wild hollyhocks, and scattering, as we passed, the 
yellow blossoms of the bsjrberry bushes. 

Our enjoyment was not uninterrupted, howerei; for the whole 
journey was a chanter of accidents: one servant lost her turban, 
another her umbreUa^ a third rode a lazy hack, that laid down wiUi 
her three times during the day, while, to complete the list of misfor- 
tunes, a young Austrian gentleman, resolving that our dspBxtaxe from 
Broussa should be signalized by some ^lai, with a want ai reflectioii 
which he afterwards bitterly repentecL threw a rocket among the 
biurning tobocco that he flung trom nis chibouk by the way-side, 
which exploded with a violence that unhorsed one lady of the parhr, 
and left us for some time in doubt whether she had not paid toe 
penalty of his folly with her life. 

There was a general halt as soon as it could be effected, for several 
of the animals were ahnost unmanageable, from fri^t ; when aU those 
domestic remedies were applied which could be commanded at sodi a 
moment, in order to recover the sufferer from the deadly front into 
which sne had fallen: and, after the delay of about half-an-honr, 
when the serudihe had duly emptied a bottle of water on the spot 
where the accident had taken place, in order to prevent its recur- 
rence, the unfortunate lady was with considerable difficulty lifted once 
more nponher horse; and, with an attendant at her bridle-rein, resnmed 
her journey. 

Nor did our misadyentures end here: for, just before we entered 
the town of Mondania. a gentleman, wno was riding along with my 
father and myself, fell oack a few ^aces to discharge his trayelling 
pistols, when one of them burst in his hand nearly the whole length ct 
the barrel, but fortunately without doin^ him any injury. 

During our joumev across the principal plain, we came in contact 
with a caravan, whicn had made a temporary halt by the way-side. 
It consisted of between forty and fifty camels, attended ov therrchiyers, 
and accompanied by half-a-dozen formidable-looking dogs. I never 
encountered anything more picturesque. Some of the animals were 
browsing on tne youn^ shoots of the dwarf oak, others were 
standing lazily with their long necks bent downwards, and their 
eyes dosed, while the more weary among them were lying on tiie 
earth, its though sinldng under the weieht of their burthens. Thai 
drivers, a wild, ferocious-looking horde, were resting beneath the 
shade of some cloaks which they had stretched across the bushes, 
and smoking their chibouks, leaving the care of the drove to their 
watchfal dogs. We uttered the bnef but earnest salutation of the 
wilderness as we passed ; and then, urging on our horses, the halt 
of the caravan was soon a distant object in the landscape. . 

A violent storm had been slowly gathering throughout the day ; 

and we had scarcely taken possession of the house which had been 

secured for us at Mondania, when it burst over the town. The 

mountains of the opposite coast were covexedi ^^idi^ti ^^sosK^^^vofoma^ 

the Bea beat Fzoientxj agidnst the lions^ lubsid tra^g^^i^^^saft^^^ 
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thunder rattled in long continued peals among the heights, the 
lightning daneed along the foam-crested hiUows, and the narrow 
street became the channel of a torrent. 

The rain had onlv partially abated, when a priest was announced, 
who bore to my father and myself an invitation from the Archbishop, 
to whom our arriyal had been already made known ; and, wearv as 
we were, we resolved to avail oursdves of it, accompanied by a 
gentleman and lady of the party, who were kind enough to offer 
themselves as interpreters. 

The old palace, with its noble flights of marble stairs, and paintings 
in arabesque, delighted me; and there was a solemn twilight throu^n- 
out the whole suite of apartments along which we passed, lined with 
serious-looking napas in attendance on His Holiness, that pleased me 
far better, travel-worn and weaiv as I was, than the gaud and glitter 
so usual in the residences of high personages in the East. 

The Archbishop himself met us at the head of the last staircase ; 
and, when we had kissed his hand, he led us forward to his reception- . 
room — a vast sombre-looking apartment richly painted and carved, 
surrounded on three sides by a divan of purple clotl^ and provided 
with a second and lower sofa, for the convenience of those among the 
clergy to whom he gave audience. The expression of his coun- 
tenance was intellectual, rather than handsome, and he was singularly 
graceful in his movements ; his flowing beard was beginning to show 
traces of age; but his clear quick eye and his placid brow ahnost 
belied the inference. He seemed eag^ to obtain political information, 
and was much interested in such insight as we were enabled to give 
him of the institutions and manufactures of England. £ls Ubrary 
was extremely limited, and entirely theological ; and his knowledge 
was evidentiy rather the result of his shrewd sense and great natural 
talents than the effect of education. I never regretted more sincerely 
than 09 this occasion my ignorance of the Greek language ; for the 
necessitv of an interpreter deadens the wit and destroys the interest 
of a dialogue like that in which we were soon engaged; and many a 
remark or sentiment, that would pass current in common conversation, 
becomes mere impertinence and folly when twice expressed. 

Nothing could exceed the courtesy of our reception ; and even the 
sweet, weak, milkless tea which was served to us. was kindly meant, 
as it was supposed to be in the English style, altnou^h, individually. 
I suffered severely from the mistake. But I was considerably amused 
by observing that the chibouks of the gentiemen, and the tea of the 
laidies. were 00th handed round by the youn^ priests of the Archbishop's 
household ; who obeved the clapping of lusnands as instantaneously, 
and much more meelly, than an English footman answers ti^e bell 01 
his mistress. 

Devoted from their birth to the service of the Church, the Greek 
priests are educated in obedience and humility, and have all learnt to 
obey ere they are placed in a situation to command. Having taken 
orders, they are in some decree the masters of their action&.f:^\s^lV^^ 
fact that there are two distmct dasses of clergy, ttiA V))&ai(> ws^ %s& '^ 
liber^ to make their own sdection. The mat, caJ^^^ ^'^ \BssBa^Q«^ 
dergj, cumotmany, but^ entirely deyotedto ttxa ^\)3aRa^1^^^'^'^^ 
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f ession, are eligible to fill its highest dignities ; while the second, or 
worldly dergy, who are fettered 07 no restrictioii of the kind, cannot 
rise b^pnd the rank of rectors or parish priests. These latter are 
distingaished by the black handkerchief bonnd about their ca^s, which 
is neyer worn by the monastic order. 

It will be easily nnderstood that the nmntor of manied inriests is 
yery limited. Tew men sacarifice their ambition to their aseciioiis, 
pamcnlarly among the Greeks, who are all essentially ambHioiis ; md to 
many of wnom the road to advancement is so frequently made strai^ 
by intrigue and cabsd. Added to this consideration, the ideas and 
practice of morality among the Grreek clergy being notoriously more 
Ibo. than altogether accords with the holiness of their professicm, they 
prefer the equivocal liberty of celibacy: while, in the few instances 
wherein they make their fortunes suoseryient to their domestks 
comfort, they universally select the most beautifdl women of their 
nation, as there scarcely exists a family who would refuse thebr 
daughter to a priest, should he demand her for his wife. 

After having pass^ two pleasant hours with the amiable prelate, 
and reluctantly declined his polite invitation to avail ourselves of his 
table during our detention it Moudania, we retnmed homcL only to 
witness the renewed gathering of the storm-clouds, and to usten to 
the dash of the billows against the foundations of the house. 

The following day was less unfavourable, but the wind was so hig^ 
and the sky so wild that no boat could put to sea. In this <^ilwmin«^ 
we amused ourselves by wandering along the beaclL and collecting 
jaspers, agates, and pebbles, and in making a tour of the town, whidi 
is miserable enough, and stamped with all the marks of premature 
decay. 

The inhabitants of Moudania are celebrated for their sbthfuhiess. 
The town is seated on the edge of a gulf, which would alone suffice 
to the sustenance of the whole of its population ; and they are the 
worst fishermen in Turkey. The surrounding country is fertile and 
rich : Nature has been lavish in her gifts, and yet their agriculture is 
conducted in the most slovenly and inemcient manner. It is a con- 
tinual struggle between the luxuriance of the soil and the idleness of 
the husbandman ; and, fortunately for the latter. Nature, after all, has 
the best of it, for the lofty hills are feathered to their very summits 
with vegetation : olive trees and vines clothe the valleys ; sparkHng 
streams descend from the mountains ; rich pasturages afford sustenance 
to the numerous flocks \ and goodly forest trees provide fuel for their 
owners. But Moudania and its environs instantly reminded me of 
CJowper's expressive hue, — 

" God made the coontry, but man made the town,*' 

for man, left to himself, never more folly displayed his insnfficienqr 
than here. The commerce in oil is very considerable, not less than 
a hundred and fifty thousand okes being produced yearly ; silk-worms 
are reared in almost every house in the mace ; wine is plentiful ; and 
there is a continual intercouiae wi^t\ie £;axQ'^e»3ic^\.\viSi^*^^ 
witbstandmg all these advantages, liloudisa^ ^& ^s£mi^ >^ ^kr»^ « 
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vain has ike Turldsli Goveniment, with a consideration and good 
policy by which it is not nsuallv distinguished, lightened^ and indeed 
almost entireljT removed, all the local imposts; the same slowly- 
pro|;ressing ruin still wears its way. On every side the houses are 
penshii^ for want of repair, the streets are encumbered with filth, the 
shops are almost emply, and the wh(de town is in a state of stagna- 
tion. The departure of half a dozen caiques for Constantinople 
suffices to bring all the inhabitants to their wmdows, or to the beacn : 
and, had ^on not already received proof to the contrary, you woula 
then ima^e, by the shouting, runnmg, and confusion, that the popu- 
lation of Mondama was one ot the most energetic under Heaven ; but 
when once the sails are set and the boats departed, the crowd sepa- 
rates lazily, the noise dies awav, and the genius oi desolation once 
more broodis over the nerishing little town. 

In this miserable place we were detained three davs : and on the 
morning of the fourth our party embarked on board three of their 
beaatifal boats, and bade aoiea, probably for ever, to the shores of 
Mondania. 



CHAPTER XXXVm. 

Tenekeoi— The Festival of Fire— Commem o r a t iv e Ohservance^Fondness of the 
Orientals for Dinmmatlon — Frequencv of Fires in Constantinople — Dangeroos 
Customs — Fire Goard— The Smtskier's Tower— Disagreeable Al&mm— Namik 
Fasha— The Festival Localized— Bonfiies—Therapia and Buyukd&rft— Singular 
EfRect of Light. * ■ 

Shoetlt after our return from Broussa, we took possession of a 
bouse which we had itot^ for the summer at Yenekeui, and we had 
only been established there a few days when we had an opportumty 
of witnessing one of the most ancient of the Greek commemorative 
usages— the Festival of Rre " — instituted in memory of the second 
capture of Constantinople bv the Cssars. 

Some years ago the Greek quarter of the dty was illuminated on 
this anmversary, as well as the villages occupied principally by their 
nation; but the Turks no longer permit this demonstration of rejoic- 
ing, as well from jealousy of its subject, as from the danger attendant 
on all such maniiestations in a city where fires are so frequent, and 
the nature of the buildings so unfortunately calculated to encourage 
theeviL 

Por my own part, after having passed a few nights in Constantinople, 
both in Turkish and Greek houses, I was omy surprised that the 
frightful conflagrations which so frequently occur do not take place 
every week instead of ten or twelve times a year. Like the husband- 
man who plants his vines and sows his grain at the base of a volcano, 
^parently unconscious or careless that the next eruption mavl&i^ 
waste his lands, and negative his labour, \ks& \£^«^\\asiX^ ^\^ *^\ss^c2f^ 
appear never to reject that fire is one of t\!Lea deafi^eeX. ^\\e^«sO«^ 
wander over their wooden dwellmgs witti tbL<ea '^^gatei^ ^a^>ii2»,^;^ 
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their tmsnuffed candles^ as heedlessly as thoagli both were imiOKioiis, 
while^ their attendants traverse carpeted ana curtained apartoienta^ 
carrying fragments of live coal between their iron pincers to siq^ 
the pipes. 

Nor is this alL The tandonr is a fbre-oondnctor of the first claas: 
the wooden frame that covers the charcoal ashes is freqnaaHtj wm 
dight, and the silken draperies which veil it are genendl^ Hned wim 
cotton, and not infiregnentlv wadded with the same wiflainiMMft 
material. The effect of the tandonr is highly soporific; and it oon- 
sequently occurs that persons who fall asleep under its infinenoe, hf 
some sudden movement overturn the frame-work, when tlieir own 
clothes, as well as the covenngs of the tandonr^ come in pontact with 
the hidden fire : the chintz-covered sofas are ready to feed the fiame^ 
and the natural consequence ensues. 

StiU more dangerous is the system of drying linen dnziiig the winter, 
which is universal throughout the city. A firame, formed of wooden 
laths, about three feet nigh, and shaped like a bee4dYe, is placed 
above a small brazier, filled with heated charcoal, and the linen is flnng 
over this frame, one garment above another, where it gradually dries: 
but should the laundress omit to remove the lower portions of is 
directly that they are free from damp, they ignite, and the whde 
becomes one burning mass. 

That in a countrv where fires are so frequent, such reddess nsa^ 
should be persisted in by individuals, or permitted biy the anthoiitiBL 
appears incredible ; while they account, if not satiabctoiily, at least 
fully, for the constant recurrence^ of trie evil. Nor can jroo, even 
should you desire to do so, remain in ignorance of the calamiW when- 
ever it occurs ; for jovl are constantly awakened in the night l^ the 
heavy strokes of an iron-pointed pike upon the rough naven^nt m the 
streets, and you hear the deep voice of the fire-guard announce the 
quarter where the flames have oroken out. 

As there is a regular sentineL relieved every second hoar, on the 
look-out for fires in the up]^r gauery of the S^iaskier's Tower, whidi 
is like a glass lantern, having windows on all sides, every confiagra- 
tion, however unimportant, is instantly announced by the pabnds 
appointed to the different quarters of the city.: and thus a week 
rarely passes in which you are not startled by the boding cry of the 
guard—" Fire at Scutari— a—" " Fire at Gfalata-«— " Up go all the 
windows of the neighbourhood ;. and, when the locality of tine aoddent 
is ascertained, those who have property or connections in the quarter 
hasten to the scene of action ; wnile those who have no individual 
interest in the misfortune, close their caseinents, and creep back to 
bed, rejoicing that they nave escaped for the present the druuled 
catastrophe. 

All the Pashas resident in the capital or its immediate neigbboar* 
hood are obliged to attend everv fire that occurs, and to assist in its 
extinction, so that they frequently have a very busy time of it ; and 
Namic Pasha— the fited and favoured Namic Pasha— probably from 
]>ersonal ei^erience of the dangers attendant on the employment, has, 
since bis retnni to Turkey, dted^ aa >Daa t^oiaafi^ ^ftaaro^ii^gMifw 
of Maghuidg her pantomimfis aaQ.^<ec tesmeaX _ 
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The Greek "Festival of Fire " has now. in consequence of the pro- 
hibition to which I have alluded, become local in its celebration ; and 
the villages of Buynkder^, Therapia, and Yenekeoi, have the exclusive 
hononr oi commemorating the conquest of the Caesars. 

We embEurked on board our caique at dusk, and having with some 
difficulty made our way through the floating crowd that tnronj^ed the 
stream, we landed, and proceeded to the house of Yeromca^ the 
heroine of Mac Farlane's novel of the "Armenians." From the 
windows, which commanded the little bay where the rejoicings were 
to take place, we had a full view of the whole ceremony, and a most 
ezlraormnary exhibition it was. 

Two artificial islands had been formed in the bay, and heaped with 
dried wood^ and other inflammable materials, and on that which was 
furthest from the shore, the pile was surmonted by a caique : another 
line of fires was prepared for a considerable distance along the coast ; 
and in every direction men were flitting about with paper lanterns, 
conducting the different parties of visitors from then: ooats to the 
residences of their friends. Therapia was concealed behind a point of 
land ; but Buyukder^ was visible iu the distance, like a line of fire 
hemming in the glittering waters which reflected afar off the unusual 
brilKancy. The flames, as they rose and fell, flashed and faded upon 
t)ie cafsements of the houses that skirted the shore, with an enect 
quite magical: while the sombre coast of Asia, without one glimmer- 
ing H^t to relieve its stately outline, cut in dusky magnificence along 
the cloudless sky. 

At a sudden signal the fires were ignited, and the condemned caique 
vraa soon one graceful mass of fiame. But the most extraordinary 
porticm of the spectacle was the crowd of meiL dressed only in wide 
cotton drawers, their partially-shaven heads bare, and their arms 
tossed hijgfh in the air, who were wading up to their necks in the sea, 
and f eedmg the fires with shrieks and yells worthy of a chorus of 
demons. At intervals, they all rushed out of the water, and sprang 
across the flames of the huge fires which were burning idong 
the coast, looking Hke infernal spirits celebrating their unholy orgies : 
and then, plunsing once more mto the stream, thev danced round 
the lesser iskma in a circle, to the wild chanting of the spectators on 
the shore. 

The effect of the whole scene was thrilling. The bright-barreUed 
firelock of the Turkish sentineL who was posted at the battery above 
the village, fiashed as he trod nis beat, in the fierce light which fell 
upon it. The line of heights behind the houses was covered with 
anpectatois, the women seated on mats and cushions, and the men 
suQ^hig JP groups among them, all as distinctly visible as beneath a 
noQii-4aj sun; while, in the opposite direction, the ripple of the 
"^ ^oros ran shimmering alon^ like liouid goR and the caiques, 
^^ together as dose^ as though tney had been one compact 
J, peanusd out gaily with their crimson rugs and gilded orna- 
ments. 

Tie some wild sports continued for twoYLOxure, gwAssjJ^l ^wx«»»2aa» 
in naleno^ as the fatigue of the fierce and\miem\\X«^«xJMi^^'5^ ^V^^ 
acUxn made itself fdt ; whm tbp Wft,B]^V>^T% Vmv^mA ^ati \gaastfSBay 

q2 
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fire kindled beneath the windows of the house in whidi W6 vere 
passing the evening, and which was f onned of wicker baskets wedged 
one within the other, with a tall tree planted in the midst; that pro- 
duced a very singular effect, gradnallj withdrew the crowd firam tiie 
expiring glories of the coast ; and as the last note of the Soltsii's 
March died away, the throng dispersed, and we were left to the 
undisturbed sodely of our frieods. 

Before we returned home, we rowed slowly towards Theacapia; 
which, etched in fire, and loud with music, threw its bri^t suobv 
far along the waves. Caiques glided past us every instant with h^jbU 
at their stem, whence the sounds of laughter or of song swcfit 
cheerily over the ripple ; and more than once we narrowly esci^^ 
collision with a muth-laden bark, whose conductors were 
forward in all the heedless eagerness of hilarity. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

A Chapter on CaSqaes— The Saltan's Ba rge Princes and Fuhaa— Hie FMha^ 
Wife— The Admiralty Barge— The Fruit Caique— The Embassy Bane— Tks 
Omnibus CaXque— Turkish Boatmen— The CsXqne of Azmft Bey— FleaaaBt Memo- 
ries— The Chevalier Hassuna de Ghies— Natural Politeness of tb» Turka— Tortay 
and Russia— Sultan MaJimoud- Confusion of Tongues — ^Arif Bej — TiwpariMi 
Pment— The Fruit of Constantinople— The Two Baimers— The Haiem— Astaft 
Hanoum. 

Should I ever have time— I mnrmnred to myseLFas we darted down 
the Bosphoros in the caiqne of Azmh Bey. with whom we wen 
engaged to dine, and who had ohligingly sent nis hoat and his dngo- 
man to facilitate oiir arrival at Dolma Batch^ — Should 1 ever have 
time, I will write a chapter on caiques. 

A more graceful subject could scarcely he selected. From the 
gilded harges of the Sultan, to the common passage-hoat that plies 
witMn the port, the caiques are all heauty ; ana, as they fly past yon, 
their long and loftv prows dipping downward towards the conent at 
every stroke of the oars, you are involuntarily reminded of some 
aquatic bird, moistening the plumage of its glistening br^ist in the 
dear ripple. 

That oright mass of gilding and glitter which is flying over the 
water, shaped like a marine monster, and gleaming in the sunshiney 
is one of the imperial barges. Mahmoud is retunung fsom, the 
mosque. Hark to the booming of the loud cannon ! which aimmiTUff^ 
his aeparture from the coast of Europe, for his delicioua summer- 
palace of Beglierbey ; the most lovely (for that is the ooirect term) — 
the most lovely object on the Bosnphorus— rising like the crei^jan of 
a twilight dream beneath the shadow of an Asian mountain — a fuua- 
ful edince^ looking as though its model had been cut out c^ gold- 
paperinm hour of luxurioua indsAfiaiQ^ widi ^ "* "^^ 
amwg a it of elegant caprifie. . 
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Hie long^ daik, crescent-shaped caique, immediately in the wake of 
the Sultan, with its three ganze-oLad rowers, and its flashing orna- 
ments, carries a pasha of the imperial suite. He is hidden boieath 
the red umbrella which the attendant, who is squatted upon the 
raised stem of the boat, is holding carerolly over him. 

Ton may see a third bark, just creeping along under the land ; a 
li^ht, buoyant, ghttcring tnmg, with a crimson drapery fringed 
with gold flung over its side, and almost dipping into the water ; a 
negress is seized behind her mistress, with a collection of ydlow 
slippers strpwn about her ; and at the oottom of the boat, reclining 
agauiirt a pile of cushions, and attended by two young slaves, you 
may distiiignish the dose^-veiled Tatma or Leyla, whose dark eyes 
are seen flashing out beneath her pure white yathmae, and whose 
smalL fair, delicatel;^ rounded, and elovdess hiuid draws yet closer 
together the heavy folds of her feridjne as she remarks the approach 
of another caique to her own. She is the wife of some pasha— the 
fiavotirite wife, it may be— musin? as she darts along the water, "with 
what new toy her next smile snail be bought. And now her Ikht 
boat is lost to view, for it has shot beneath the arched entrance of the 
court of vonder stately harem; and you can only foUow'the fair Tork 
in thougnt, to the cool shady, sj)acious saloons of her prison-palace, 
where the envious pasimae is withdrawn in deference to tiie yet more 
jealous lattice*; and where the heavj/eridjhs is flung off to reveal 
tiie graoefol antery, the gold-embroid^rea vest, and the hanging 
sleeves. 

But what is tins which is advancing towards us with a heayv ^lash, 
and flinging its lonff broad shadow far before it ? It is the admiralty 
barge, maimed with fourteen rowers,^ and freighted with his Excel- 
lempy Achmet Pasha^ bonnd on some mission to the fleet. The red 
caps and white jackets of the crew form a cheearfol contrast from the 
daik mass at the stem of the barge, where the High Admiral, j^o 
tenupore, is seated, surrounded by a group of inferior officers. His 
chioouk-bearer is screening him from the sun; while his secretary, 
with a sheet of j[>aper resting upon his Imee, is writing from the dic- 
tation of the minister. There is a great deed of business transacted 
cm tiie Bosphoras; the Turks never require a table on which to write, 
and the)r are conaequentlv but Httle inconvenienced by locality, when 
a neoessilj exists for profiting by the passing hour. 

And this slowly-moving bark, rather dropping down with the cur- 
reiit» than inipelled by the effoits of its two Ureek rowers, and which 
loou so oooiand so pretty with aU that pile of green leaves heaped 
iqKm its stem, is one of the fruit caiques for the supply of the houses 
overhaa^fing the Bosphoms. The wild, shrill cry of the fruiterers 
amunmcmg the nature of their merchandise, swells upon the air; 
and. as you pass dose beside the boat, the wind, sporting among the 
frean branches that are strewn over the baskets, blows aside the 
leaves, and the tempting fruit is revealed to you in all its cool ripe 
beantv. 

Ana yonder flies the Union Jack of Ei\g\sisidL\ ^ S& ^^ ^<s&S^^^ 

btiSfecfftiieJtrztuh Embassy, which ia djKiAan^ ^o^x^ V^'-^^&^ks^^^ 

mmen; the Ambassuidor is engaged mtti «b iQe^s^^^^^^^"®*^ 
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know him by his ^forple fez^ as well as by an arisioGrapy of iieving 
and demeanour wmch distinguishes him from all the foreign nunis- 
ters at the Ottoman Court, and which the Turks both fed and 
appreciate. 

Very different, both in form and fiei^it, is the dark, slow, people- 
laden passage-oaiquei, just ooming rouna uie point, and whion is one 
of several that ply between Gonstantinode ana Bnyokdk^: and 
carry passenjg;ers the whole length of the BosphcKiia at the mooente 
chlm^ of thirty paras a head, a sum soarqely equiyalent to twqpenoe 
En^Esh. These omnibus-boats have their outeide as well as their 
inside passengers: and the individuals who sit upon the gunwale, 
with their legs hanging oyer the side, and their feet resting unon tb& 
spar whidi is lashed on to it for their especial oonvenience^ elmi» \si 
the occupation of this amphibious seat, the saving of ten paras iq^ a 
voyage of about four hours. 

The caiquejhes are, gexiwally speaking^ a very fine race of men. 
The Greeks are esteemed the pest boatmen (m^ the Bosphoms ; but 
aU the private caiques travel with a speed that it MiguBs the eye to 
follow. Some of these men utter a disagreeable ^punt as th^ ^ 
their oars, which would induce a stran^ to imagme that they ^- 
fered froni the exertion ; but the habit is induced^ bv their hsvmg 
worked too hard in their youth, and thus injured their inn^ ; aadn 
is oomddered so great an objection to them, that no individiial iH» 
retains caiquejhes in his pay inll willingly hire a man labooiing uder 

this infirmity* « 

But enoilgh-^-or I shall be betrayed into really writing the chspter 
of which I dreamed in mv delicious idleness, as the handsome oaiqae 
of the Bey shot along, while the dragoman named to us tihye owner (^ 
eadi painted palace near which we passed. What a confofliaiL of 
Pashas and Beys — of Excellencies and Effendis I It was impossible 
to remember one-half of them: and 1 have already dwelt bo fre- 
quently upon the sea-washed palaoes of the Bosphoms, that, instead 
of repeatmg an admiration which rather ^rew upon me than beoune 
wmkened byfrequent indu]genoe,^-an admiration which it is inqKwsible 
not to feel, and equally impossible to excite by mere description, — I wfll 
e'en run the caique beside the little pier near the imp^ud residenoe 
of Dolma Batch^, and follow the steps of the dragoman to the hos- 
pitable home of his master. 

Eew things afforded us more gratification, during our residenoe in 
the East, than the maimer in which Azm^ Bey spoke o^ and fdt 
towu^ds, England. Sincerity is decidedly not a national charac- 
teristic of the Turks ; but there are, nevertheless, many individuals 
among them who may fairly lay daim to this gres^ sodal virtue ; and 
I unhesitatingly rank Azme Bey as one of these. His gradons and 
ffrateful memories of those who professed a Mendshq;) for him 
during his European sojourn; his easemess to repay by every exer- 
tion m his power the attention which is shewn to him ; and his 
frank, unost^tatious politeness, lent a charm to his manner, and a 
value to his kindness, which eimanced thepi tenfold ; and I do not 
hesitate to affirm, that did t^ sos^ 6l \^ ca^sS2dBrfBtt9CLV^^n^Tft> 
aided in ^England, f^ and act l^wwdk^ \;yaAlini$^^ K«b^^«^\«l 
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done sinoe his TetoiiL the sentiments of the Turkish people wonld be 
greatly dianged with re^urd to them, both individaaUy and as a 
nation. 

We found the Bey at the head of the stairs waiting to receive ns ; 
and the first person whom I remarked in the saloon of the salemliek 
was M. Hassuna de Ghies, whom I had known in LondoiL and with 
whom I was delighted to renew my acquamtuice. This talented and 
amiable man is now the editor of the Gonstantinoi)olitan Journal ; and 
his acquirements and knowledge are JusUy appreciated by his imperial 
master, who, besides other marks., of his favour, has since his return 
from Europe, been pleased, as an especial token of his regard, to 
change his name, which he considered to be too difficult of pronuncia- 
tion, into Hussein Madahar Effendij* an alteration by no means 
calculated to diminish its difficulty to liuronean lips. He was seated 
•on the divan, smoking his chibouk, which he relinquished on our 
entrance ; sno, ere long, he was busily engaged ifi conversing with my 
fsdier in English, while I was underaK)ing the ceremony of presenta- 
tion to a Greek lady, who, with a delicacy which did him honour. 
Asm^ Bey had invited, in order to relieve me &om the restraint ana 
desagrSmetU of finding myself the only female of the party. 

I mention the circumstance in order to prove to those who are 
inclined to treat the Turks as barbarians, and to speiJc of them as 
such, that there are many among them who mav be both wronged and 
wounded by such an opinion, and who are capable of convincing tiiem 
by their actions that il is uufound^d. TheTurks require only time, 
examjib, and a nerf ect C9nfidence in their European allies, to become 
a polisiied as well as a civilized nation : they possess all the elements 
ofeiviliEation, but they are |Lung back by events— they ^ blinded by 
BobtLety— the/ are hoodwinked by deception. Were they suffered to 
act upon their own untrammellea impressions, they would not \oji^ 
renuun even in their present state of partial inertness ; but Turkey is 
now in the position of a child, to whom its nurse, in order to ci^ole it 
into quiet, presents a mirror, which, viewed in one direction, widens 
the oqect that it reflects ; and it has been taught that this magnified 
inass represents its own strength and beautv ; and when it has been 
Bofferea to sate itself with the false image that has thus been placed 
before it, the glass is reversed by its wilv Mentor, uid the shrunken, 
wasted, and almost shapeless thing that succeeds is made object of 
wonder and of pity, as the narrow and despicable policy which would 
fiani persuade toe Turks that they have need of counsel and of help. 
Hhe more enlightened among them do not believe this ; they are even 
convinced to the contrary : but the argument produces its effect upon 
the mass, and the arm oi power is weakened and paralyzed by the 
woght of public opinion. 

Turkey IS like a stately forest-tree which has been cankered at the 
oore^ but which has shot forth young and vigorous branches after it 
bad oeen condemned as on the eve ofperishinj?. A weighty pressure 
has fallen upon the fresh green shoots ; but let it qi^^^ V^ \!^s&ss<^v^ 

♦ It is not without pain that I have, on pauVne xm -wotV \>Ktcpa!|6a.^0afc'^?«a^>J* 
ream! the deatti of this amiable and ^ed mwi, ¥L^ vw?^s^«^'^ '^^»«5»^^'« 
r nbaeqaeaUj to oar departure for £nc|Vand. 
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and once more the branches wiU stretch broadly and boldljr forth, and 
cast their long shadows far across the earth. 

Sultan Mafimoud would fiiin be the regenerator of his country : hot 
he cannot resist, single-handed, an enemy more powerful, and, aoore 
all, more subtle than himself. The Turks are oad politiGians— ihqr 
do not hold the keys of their own citadel; and thenr same is over- 
looked on all ^es. B^d tiiev sincere assistance, all Europe would 
soon be convinced of that to which she now appears, blind— uie great 
moral power of the Turkish people, and thelmcalculable advannges 
of their alliance. 

I scarcely know how I have suffered mjrself to be deluded into 
this dinession : and mv only apology for its indulgence is the earnest 
interest which I have learnt to feel in the existence of a great and 
magnificent empire, bowed beneath the smiling sophistries of its most 
da^erous enemy. 

The shady saloon of Azm^ Bey, with its many windows^ aU opemiig 
npon a delicious carden overhung with fruit trees, ana forming a 
leah* screen amid which we caught here and there a blue bright ^impee 
of the Bosphorus, was half filled with guests, to whom we were pre- 
sented with the ease and politeness of intuitive good breeding; ud 
in a few minutes we were all engaged in jan animated ocmverBatioii, 
or rather set of converaations. The Greek lady was discussing the 
merits of the divan, in Italian^ with a gentleman near her ; M. de GHiies 
was still talking Enj^h with my mther ; and the Bey and myadf 
were busy with V on Hammer's work on the East, and communicirang 
our opinions in Erench : nor was this all — ^for a party of the guests 
were murmuring out their soft, harmonious Turkish at the other 
extremity of the apartment ; while the voices of the Arabs in tiie 
outerroom came to us at intervals, as they passed and repassed the 
door of the saloon in which we sat. 

The announcement of a new visitor at length summoned the Bey 
from the room'; and he shortly afterwards returned, and presented to 
me Arif Bey, the Paymaster-General of the imperial Torces, who 
had done me the honour to desire my acquaintance ; and, hearing 
thkt I was the guest of his friend, had taken this opportunity of 
making it. He was rather a heavy-looking young maiL of about 
seven-and-twenty. with very small black eyes, as round ana brijriit as 
jet beads, an extremely pale complexion, and who, as he did not 
speak a word of Erench, kept the dragoman in constant, and fre- 
quently very unprofitable employment, in translating neAily every 
sentence I uttered. He was v^ carefally dressed ; and, in addition 
to the g;old sword-belt about his wabt, he wore white ffloves and a 
black silk stock— articles of apparel which are generally dispensed 
with altogether by the Turks. He had just commenced studying 
Erench, under the auspices of Aunh Bey ; and, meanwhile, he smoked 
with a perseverance which was p^ecUy amusing. The Sultan has 
lately done him the honour of selecting a wife for him, — a boon which 
he, of course, received with all becoming gratitude at the imperial hand ; 
and he is wy bmlding a very handsome Te!sidfi.u.ce ou the border of the 
..^pAanz9^xie»rt])e palace of Be&hik-tai^ :. ^x . >% 

2ie dinner ww aerved in the EoioipeaJd a\.i\^»«Da\aA\Mafc 
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remarkably well appointed. French wines were in abnndance, and 
Champagne and Edmburgh ale were not wanting; but the dessert was 
the duum of the repast. The froit of CJonstantmople has a per^ime 
that I never met with elsewhere ; and, did the natives suner it to 
ripen ftdly, which from their excessive fondness for it they very rarely 
do, mnch of it would probably be unrivalled for tiie deUcapy of its 
flavour. Pyramids of this dehcious fruit occupied the angles of the 
table, the most ddicate nastry was ranged beside it, and the centre 
was occupied by a castellated tower, formed of sweetmeats, and sur- * 
mounted Dv the British and Ottoman banners linked together. !From 
this dish alone the Bey declined to serve his guests, lest he should 
disturb the union of the two flags, even symboUcally; and many 
cracious things were said on the subject both by himself and his 
friends; nor had he neglected to turn the Banner of the Crescent 
towards the head of the table, at which he had requested me to 
inreside, while the Union Jack of England floated over his own 
plate. 

When we withdrew from table, I went, accompanied by the Greek 
lady whom I have already named^ to pay a visit to the harem of the 
Bey.- A door opened from the hall of the salemliek into a second, or 
inner ^utlen, to which we descended by a flight of .steps ; and after 
having traversed 'a covered walk, we found ourselves at the entrance 
of the harem, where a black slave, with extremely lonff hair, plaited 
in numerous braids which were looped about her shoulders, preceded 
us to the sallery opening into the women's apartments ; but, ere we 
had asc^iaed the whole stair, we were met by the young wife of the 
Bey, who, taking my hand with the sweetest smile in the world, led me 
forward to her cool, pretty, English-looking parlour, where I found 
myself in the midst of chairs, sofas, and tables, and opposite to one of 
the loveUest women whom I had seen in the country. 

The Bey followed us in the space of a few moments^ and I could 
not refraui from expressing to him my admiration of his wife. She 
scarcely looked like an Oriental woman, for her lar^ black eyes, in 
lieu of the sleepy, dreamlike expression so general in the East, were 
foil of brightness and intelligence ; and her dark hair, instead of being 
concealed beneath the painted handkerchief, or cut straight across her 
forehead, hung in graceful curls about her fair young brow, which was 
as Dure and smootn as marble. 

She was just eighteen, and neither dye nor paint had ever sullied 
the puri^ of her complexion ; while the taint tinge of red that relieved 
the snowy whiteness of her cheek, looked as though it nestled there 
almost unconsciously ; and at times, as she conversed, it deepened into 
a blush that hei^htcnied the effect of her glowing beauty. Her dress, 
altiiough of Turkish form, was partly of European arrangement ; her 
purple silk vest was folded closely about her waist, and met beneath 
ner long and gracefrd throat : her fi^e was beautirol ; and the little 
foci ^t peeped out from under the black satin pantaloqiL was covered 
by a stocking of snowy white. Her antery was of i>CL%\ia^\5Rs«&s»KBa^ 
sprinkled with colouied flowers; she wore lio \iC5mBk^Ti'>&s2t'^»5Si^\ 
ted when she bad fastened the camatioiia 'w\^(^\ ^tsaRSO^^^^^ 
junoi^ her lich dark hair, she was tlxe ^cry cx«B^^3afe ^^^ ^^s^ 
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have inspireiL the gifted pencil of Pickersgill-HX) Uu, so young, so 
exonisit^y gracefali and so beautifdlly Oriental 

I leamt, without sniprise, that she belonged to one of the first 
fJEUOQilies of Gonstantinonle, and that she had leceiYed (for a Turkish 
female) an excellent eaucation. She looked it hXLi and the books 
that y^isce strown about her i^;)artment, and the little inkstand that 
stood upon the table beside tiM chair on which she sat^^peared by no 
m^is displaced, even although I saw them in a Turkish narenL 

The party was shorUy augmented by the entrance of the Bey's 
mother, who led by the hand a sweet little girl of ten or eleven years 
of age; his daughter by a former mairis^, whose mother died jpre- 
viously to his residence in England ; ana me^ were foUowed by his 
aunt and his young sister, a child, of about the same age as his 
own. 

I lingered for upwards of two hours in the harem, where coffee was 
served by the fair wife of the Bey, with a smiling graciousness that 
convinced me of my welcome ; and when, on mydq^ffture. she aocom- 
^mied me to the foot of the stairs, and assur^ meu aoomrding to the 
Oriental custom, that the house and all that it contained were at my 
disposaL she coupled the ceremonv with a request that I would come 
ana see ner again; and so earnestly was \t expressecL that I did not 
hesitate to assure her of the pleasure which I should derive £rom a 
repetition of my visits 

How I langed to take her by the hand, and lead her forth from her 
pretty prison, to "witch the world" with her young beauty; but 
alas ! the door of the salemHek closed behind me ; uid as the Bey 
came forward to conduct me into the saloon where my folder was 
waitingf or me to take our leave^ I lost sight of the fair and graceful 
AomeHanounu 



CHAPTER XL. 

Hie ^dsphoms in Soimner— The Tower of C^data— Mosqne of Tbpp-haimd — Sum- 
mer Palace of tiie Grand Vizier— Serai of the Princess Salihft—SeraVs and Salem- 
liekt— Palace of Azmh Snltane— Turkish Music— Token Flowers— Palace of the 
Princess MUdrm^h— The Hill of the Thousand Nightingales— Turkish, Greek, 
and Armq^an Houses— Cleanliness of the Orientals— The Armenians — Cemetery 
of Irari— The Castle of Europe— Mahomet and the Gredcs— Village of Mirgheun 
—The Bauhted Chapel of St. Nicholas— The Bosphorus bj Moonlight— Love of 
the Orientals for Flowers- Depth of the Channel— UnUar Skdessi— A Mill and 
a ManuCactory— Pic Nics— Arabian Encampment— Bedouin Beauty— Poetical 
LGcality. 

NoTHiNO can be richer nor more various than the shores of the 
Bosphorus on a sunshiny day in summer ; and many a delightfal hour 
have I spent, in compan^r with my father, in the contemplation of the 
elorious succession of pictures which they ofiPer to the lover of the 
beautiful in nature. One delicious morning, when not a flitting cloud 
marred the clear lustre of the sky, wVien ^^ ^n^^ W«u& ^Qs^mssss^^ 
over the ripple, md the song ot tae \)kda «w€ik^ ^^e^k^c^ >k!$rr^s^ 
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wind, we resolved to emoy them to their fullest extent; and, as onr 
caique darted along the iEhuopean coast, a thousand interesting objects 
presented themselves. 

. The tower of Galata, rife with memories of the days when the 
dreaded Janissaries ruled the destinies of the empire, crowned the 
height, which, clothed with houses and witii v^ure, swept down- 
ward to the port. The spiral minarets of the impmal Mosque of 
l^opp'hann^ were flaunting their golden glories in tiie light; the 
sounds of busy life were on the wind : and the port once past, the 
wide artillery-ground, and the stately barrack, were-succeeded by the 
summer palace of the Grand Y^zir, standing proudly against the 
current, as though, like the emperor of old, it dared the wave to 
overwhelm it. The wide sweep of hillv country, gradually closing, 
and becoming more lofty in the rear of the buildings that frinj^e the 
stream, was clothed with trees of every tint, from among which the 
many-coloured houses peeped forth in the most picturesque irregu- 
larity. Here and there a gleaming minaret shot upwuxls into uie 
dear Heaven &om amid a cluster of plum-coloured Judas tpea laden 
with blossom, or a dump of limes filling the air with perrome, and 
leaving the dark spiral cypresses far benei^ it, as the spirit, soaring 
above the earth, out-travels the gloom and care from wnich it ' 
itself. 

What a line of palaces stretched along the coast ! And wliat a 
wilderness of gardens, climbing the steeps behind them, made the 
back-ground of the picture no inapt representation of £Biry;land ; 
while at intervals a little bav formed a ddidous nook occupied by 
countrv-houses and terraced co£Pee-shopS| where the luxtuious 
Osmami smoked his pipe and inhaled his tmy cup of Mocha^ amid 
flights and sounds to which the world can probably produce no 
paralleL 

Q£e stately serail of the Princess Salih^. and the modest palace of 
her less high-bom husband, which is attached like an ecLcrescence to 
the far-spreading edifice occupied by the harem of his imperial part- 
ner, stands upon a spot where the stream widens, as if to reflect more 
perfectly the golden shores that hem it in. 

^ There is something amusing enoujg^h to a foreigner in the one- 
aided dweUinj^ of the Sultan's sons-m-Iaw. Witiiout the palace as 
well as withm, they are constantly reminded of tlie superiority of 
tiieir imperial spouses. As they glide along in their gilded caiques, 
tpey pass the harem, with its tail doors of bronze, and golden lat- 
tices; its far-stretching terraces, and guarded avenues; and they 
arrive before the small landing-place which gives ingress to their own 
diminutive salemliek, with its single entnmce, and its window dra- 
peries of white cotton. 

You cannot pass the Palace of Azmh Sultane, the elder sister of 
the Sultan, without being saluted by the sounds of music. The ladies 
of her harem are many oi them consummate musicians, according to 
Turkish ideas of harmony ; and the tinkle of the zebec^ the Iqu% w^W 
of the violin, the ringing rattle of the \asc^\ifva!^«B^^^^T^^ 
female voices, are so constantly 8wee;]^mg wet \ke^«Si«t*OMc^^^«^^ 
aiasffd Mtigea^ ihaJb your bowneu.TMii^ctMSii iiwSwsD. ^^^ks.^***^ 
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ihey reach the senuL Oriental music requires distance to meDow 
it; and when it floats along the water, as though it rose from the 
ocean caves^ and you suffer jonr imagination to dweQ upon tiie white 
arms which are tossed in air as the sihrer wheeb of the elastic tam- 
bourine ring ont, and the dedicate fing^s that press the strings, and 
the rich red lips and huee dark eyes that lend new grace tothewild 
and bounding melodies of the connlry. you are ahnost rndy to fancy 
for the moment that'ApoUo must nave first swept bis i^re in a 
Torkish hareuL 

While you look fixedly towards the lattices, as thou^ to seardi for 
the embodiment of your romantic fancies, you may discorer proofs 
that the communhy is not one vowed to the rosary, thou^ it may 
wear the yclL Here it is an oran^ attached by a lock of hair to the 
outer frame of the smidl centre wmdow of the treUice-work ; there it 
is a nuffigold suspended by a red ribbon : whil^ partiBlly concealed, 
and twined amid the minute squares of the jealous screen, yoa may 
periiaps discover a small cluster of roses. 

This is the very land of practical romance ! 

An arrow's flight bepnd the palace of the elder Sottana stands 
that of the imp^ial bnde of Said Pasha; a long, irregular, rose- 
coloured pile, measanlOiy situated at the mouth of a lovehTbay, whose 
shores are bright with groves and many-tinted villas ; whue in the dis- 
tance where the channel agsdn narrows, the castles df Europe and Asia 
may be seen looming out against the pure blue of tiie sky. We hntered 
at this^sweet spot for a brief s^ac^ and th^L dsurting once more for- 
ward, soon amved under the Hill of the Thousand Ni^tingales." 
Eiehtly is it named, for the mid-day air was vocal with their melody, 
and the dense foUaffe of the forest-trees quivered wr& tiiebr song ; 
while, as the melancnoly music came to us along the mUsr, its sad- 
ness was deepened by the aspect of a few scattered tombs gleaming 
out amid the rank underwood The variety of timber which dothed 
the eminence formed such varying shades of green. — from the bright 
soft tint of the water-willow, whose flexile branches swayed in the 
breeze like silk^i streamers, to the tall, dark, silent cypresses, that it 
was a study for a landscape painter. 

Beyond this lovely hill the shore is edged with Greek, Armenian, 
and Torldsh houses ; and here commences the moral interest of the 
locality. The dwellings of the raiahs are, when of any extcmt, almost 
universally painted of two different colours on the outside, in order to 
give them the appearance of separate tenements, and uiua deceive 
the passers-by: while those of the Turks themselves are perfectly 
illus&ative of the momentary condition of their owners. 

The Osmanli is the creature of the present ; he never falls back 
upon the past : he has no glorious memories to ^e him from himself; 
every page of his historv is shadowed over by some gloomy recollec- 
tion; nor dare he dwell upon the future^ for he is the sulnect of a 
despotic government : the proud pasha of to-day may be headless, or 
at best houseless, to-morrow ; and hence the premature decay of 
three-fourths of the Turkish dwellings. 

When an individual becomes possesaedi ol v^'«^\a\sqc^ ^sl ^soilda 
a ueaidence suited to his biigbteaed ioi\wxi»a\ \kft^wnaiBsa^\a^k 
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— ^why should he hoard it ? it can only excite the cupidity of the 
Sultan, and accelerate his disgrace, or awaken the j^ousyof his 
liyals, and insure his ruin. He makes his house gay without, and 
oonyenient within ; but all its accessories are ephemeral — ^the paint 
which he spreads over the surface remains fresh for a year, and that 
suffices him. Perchance it may outlast his favour ; should it not do 
80, it is no unpleasant task to renew it ; and if it should, he contents 
himself with the weather-stained walls of a more golden season. Once 
in disgrace he repairs only just sufficiently to defy the weather, and 
troubles himself no further. And thus, after you have been a few 
months in the country, and have studied in some degree the nature 
and habits of the people, you ma^ give a shrewd guess as yon ride 
ahmg, at the past and present position of the owner of every edifice 
that mnges the Bosphorus. 

The courtier has raised a pile which looks as though it had been 
finished only yesterda^r ; the walls are so bright^ and the lattices are 
so perfect ; the blue ripple chafes against the marble steps that lead 
to the columned nortico ; and the feathery acacias nestle among their 
blossoming boughs, gilded kiosks, and lordly terraces. 

The slighted favourite has stiU servants lounging about his door, 
and a stately landing-place beside which his caique dances on .tiie 
wave : but a shade nsis passed over the picture : the summer sun 
and tne winter wind have deadened the bright blue or the soft oUve 
of the edifice, and here and there a slender bar is rent awav &om the 
discoloured lattices. The fair forest trees still wave along tne covered 
terrace, but the steps are grass-crown, and the flower-vases are over- 
thrown-7-they might be replaced; but it is better policy to let them 
suffer with their master. 

The dwelling of the exile is still more distinguishable. The shut- 
ters are hanging loose and beatins^ in the wind ; the broken casements 
no longer exclude the weather ; the lattices are wrenched away ; the 
terrace-wall is falling inch by inch into the wave ; the rank grass is 
forcing its way through the crevices of the marble floor; the gwlen 
kiosks are roofless ; and the green fresh boughs are flaunting in the 
sunshine, mocking the desolation which they oominate. 

Fathers do not, in Turkey, build, or plant, or purchase for their 
sons — tiieir fathers did it not for them— it would entail the probable 
loss of both principal and interest. 

The Armenian nouses are neculiarlj remarkable for their deanli- 
Bess. All the inhabitants of Constantmople in decent circumstances 
are scrupulously nice on this point, but the Armenians exceed all 
others ; every respectable dwelling being scoured throughout once a 
week with soap and water. I have already, in speaking of this people, 
alluded to theur utter deficiency in sentiment and ambition : tiieu: lives 
are fettered away in inconsequent details ; and hence the attention 
and interest are bestowed on comparatively insignificant objects, which 
render them remarkable to strangers. 

Another striking object on the coast is the romantic axui^iQ»!3i3£:!s^ 
little cemeterv of Isaii. situated immediSitdY \)«5!!k£»£t^ ^^ ^^'^^^^> 
"Empe, hv whicb it is dominated as by "Gib ea^^'a^OTva cJl ^Kwaa^ao^j 
banm. Mocks, ruddy flung U^ether, mA Vsx ^Smbjx ^fiCcsiBQaassaa 
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ascent, impervious to vegetation, sustain the foundations of the 
fortress ; vrhile around anaamong them snatches of kindlier earth are 
covered with dense, rich underwood, from amid which talL graoef ol 
tre«8 spring up, and over^adow the gilded marUe of many a 
ookmmed gravestone. 

The Castle of Europe, standing immediately opposite to the valley 
occupied by the castle on the other coast, is built after a siiu^ular 
femcy. Tradition tells that Mahomet, from his Asiatic mountains, 
coniemplated with envy tiie lovedy shores of Europe : and that, unable 
to restrain his desire of possessing at least a specK of the fair land- 
scape, he entreated pennission of the Greeks to pe allowed to build a 
smul fortress as a hmding-place, on their territory. The favour was 
granted, the materials collected, and the present Castle of Europe 
completed in six days ; the ground-plan forming the characters of the 
^ Prophet's name. 

Kear the edge of the channel, a small arched door is pointed out to 
the curious, wnence the Janissaries who had become obncmous to 
the reiffnin^ Sult9n, and whose especial prison it was, were ejected 
from the fortress after they had been, bow-strung, in order to be 
flung into the ^osphorus ; while, at the instant that the waters 
closed over them, a gun was fired from one of the towers, to mtimate 
to the imperial despot that justice had been done on his enemies. 

This castle, like the fortresses of the Dardanelles, has been suf- 
fered to fall into partial decay, but an order was latelj issued for 
their simultaneous restoration, and workmen are now busuy employed 
in repairing the united ravages of time and neglect. 

The Httle village of Mirgneun, about a mile higher up the channel, 
is one of the prettiest things on the Bosphorus. A long slareet, ter- 
minating at the water's edjge, stretches far into the distance, its centre 
beinjg occupied by a Moorish fountain of white marble, overshadowed 
by nmes and acacias, beneath which are coffee terraces, constantly 
thronged with Turks, sitting gravely in groups upon low stools not 
more than half a foot from the ground, and occupied with their 
chibouks and Mocha. 

A short distance beyond Mirgheun the channel widens into a little 
bay. one of whose extremities b occupied by a ruined house, standing 
in the midst of a garden. This house, which was formerly a chapel 
dedicated t9 St. Nicholas, is now the pr9]^rty of a Turk, but is never 
inhalnted. in consequence of a superstition so wild, and withal so 
fully creoited by both Ghreeks and Mussulmauns, that I must not 
pass it by unnoticed. 

The chapel was desecrated during the Greek revolution, and (taken 
possession of. under the imperial sanction, bv a Turk who, hurling 
the efiBgy of the saint from the niche above the altar, oonverted the 
holy slmne into a dwelling-place for himself and his family : but on the 
very night on which he removed thither he was destined to pay the 
price of his sacrile^. for he was found in the morning dead in his 
bed,^-an event which so appalled his relatives that thev immediately 
diroosed of the house to a neighboux, ^hs^^ oul^ child fell a victinL 
-ffl the same mystarious manner, to ^ -^cs^Kiwacfc ^iV ^^^ ^s^5*^&. 
Mint; a tbtd purehaaer lost his wtfe\5^ \\i(&%BioR«sa, wa^x^is^*. 
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became from that day the dread and honor of every Tnie Believer ; 
-while it is an extraordinary fact that its iidBidel owner sent for a Greek 
papas to exordse the evil spirit, or to ooncihate the saint ; and that a 
£K)ki]m sprinklijig of holj water and dianting of hymns tw 
it is impossible to say with what success, as no tenant has saDseqaently 
been found for the dwelling, which is nmidly crombling to decay. 

To be seen in all its beaoty, the Bosphoms should be looked njpon 
by moonlight. Then it is that ihe occupants of the spacious mansions 
which are mirrored in its waters, enjoy to (lie fullestt perfection the 
magnificence of the scene around them. The glare of noonday rev^ds 
too broadly the features of the locality; while the deep, bine, star- 
studded sky, the pure moonlight^ and the holy quiet of eyening' loid 
to it, on the contrary, a mysterious indistinctness which doubles its 
attraction. The inhiEibitants of the capital are conscious of this fact; 
and during the summer months, when they occupy their marine man- 
sions, one of their greatest recreations is to seat tnemselyes upon tlie 
seaward tenraces, to watoh the sparkling of the ripple, and to listen 
to the evening hynm of the seamen on board tiib Greek and Italian 
vessels : amused at intervals by a huge shoal of porpoises rolling ^mst^ 
gaiQbolling in the moontight, and plunging amid the waves with a 
sound like thunder; while afar oS'^are the dark mountains of Asia 
casting their long duskv shadows far across the water, and the quiver- 
ing summits of the tall trees on the edge of the channel, sparkling 
like silver, and lending the last touch of loveliness to a landscape 
perhaps unparalleled in the world. 

Slukkspeare must have had a vision of the Bosphorus when he 
wroto the garden scene in Borneo and Juliet ! 

AU the Orientals idolize flowers. Every good house upon the 
border of the channel has a parterre, terraced gS firom the sea, of 
which you obtain glimpses through the latticed windows ; and where 
the rose-trees are trained into a thousand shapes of beauty— sometimes 
a line of arches rises, all bloom and perhaps, above a favourite walk-^ 
sometimes the plants are stretehed round vases of red day of the most 
classical formation, of which they preserve the shape— ranges of car- 
nations, clumps of acacias, and bouquets of seringa, are common ; and 
tbe effect of these fair flowers, hau shielded firom observation, and 
overiiung with forest trees, which are in profusion in every garden, is 
extreme^ agreeable. 

Another peculiarity of the Bosphorus is the great depth of the 
water to the Y&ry edges of the chumel. The terraces that hem it in . 
are firequently injured by their contact with the shipping which, in a 
sudden luU of wind, or by some inadvertence on the part ot the 
helmsman, ** run foul " (to use a nautical expression) of the shore ; 
nor is it tne terraces alone that suffers for the houses whose upper 
stories project over the stream, which is ahnost universally the case 
where mey are of any extent, are constantly sustaining ii^ury from 
the same cause. 

One of the most ]pleasant excursions that can be made to the ow^ 
site coast, is to Unkiar Skelessi, or the S\ii\»D?^ YY'et— ^^^^^^^^Sss^-k 
under the shadow of the Giant* s Mount^xi, m -^YijSa. ^^aa ^^^°^^^ 
tjvafy waa signed with Bmm. It ia pxoi»a^ ^imA^^''^^^ ""^"^ 
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trees, the Ift^jsst in the neighbourhood, and is entirely covered with 
rich grass. The spot on which the ceremony took place is overhimg 
with maples, and washed by a running stream ; behind it rises a range 
of hills, and on its leffc stands an ertensive manufactory of doth and 
a paper-mill, erected at an immense expense, and furnished with their 
elaborate machinery by the present Dultan, who caused an elq^penfc 
kiosk to be erected upon the height for his own nse, when he wcm to 




wheels of the mill is wasidng itself in an useless course across the 
Yalle:]r> ere it is finally lost in the Bosphorus. 

Tms lovdv spot is much frequentra. on festival days bv all classes 
of the population, who formjpic-nic parties, and roend noun under 
the shade of the tall trees, sij^ping their coiFee and sherbet, or ooeu- 
nyinff the different terraces which ovedook the Bosphorus, -^gdth rega- 
lur nleasure parties, whose servants come well provided with provisiflos, 
and who linger throughout the whole day. ei^ioying the cooL breeses 
from the sea^ and the long shadows of the ooughs beneath which ihef 
sit. 

Higher up the valley, you generally meet with an encampment of 
Bedouin Arabs, where you are almost certain to see two or tuee fuses 
of dark flashing beauty, which repa^ vou for the annoyance that you 
experience from the importunity of tLe troop of diilarai who anail 
you directly you approach the tents— little, ragged, merry-lodung; 
vociferous urchins, oi whom you cannot rid yourself either by bribes 
or menaces. These dark, proud beauties— for thev are proud-looking 
even amid their tatters — ^with their laree, wild black eyes, and their 
loog raven hair pMted in many braids wnich fall upon tiieir shoulderB 
and hanR below their waists ; their round, smooth arms bare to the 
elbow, wnence the lar^e hanging sleeves fall back ; and their weQ- 
tumed little feet peeping out nom beneath their ample trousers : 
these dark, proud beauties greet you with a smile and a Madiallah ! 
that introauce you to teeth like pearls and voices like music ; and as 
they sit, weaving their baskets for the market of Constantinople, th^ 
extend towards you their slender, henna-tipped fingers, and ask your 
piastres, without taking the trouble to rise, rather as a tribute to uieir 
loveliness, than as an offering to their necessities. 

To escape &om the importunities of the children, whom the sight 
of the tempting metal renders only more importunate, you have but to 
plunge deeper into the valley, and lose yourself among the mi^iestic 
plane trees with which it abounds. The nightingale alone disturbs 
the deep silence of the soUtude, save when at intervals the lowing of 
the cattle on the mountain sweeps along upon the wind. 

It was here that De Lille wrote his '' JPleasures of Lnagination.'* 
It was here that De Lamartine improvised to the memory of his 
daughter. The soil is poetic. 
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CHAPTER XLL 

Pblitical Position of the Tiiric»—Rdigk)ii of the Oaiiiaiili»— Absence of Vice among: 
tbe Lower Orders— Defect of Tortddi Cbancter— European Snpineness— Policy 
ot RnssJa—Rngjand and Fkanoe— A Torkish Connnent on fiigland— The Gorem- 
ment and the People—Common Vixtoe— Omt Men— Turks of the Provinces— 
European Miscxmceptions* 

The more I see of the Tmkft. iiie more I am led to regret their 
melaiicholy political positioiL Eitabled b^ the introdnctions whieh I 
had seemed, to look more dosely into tneir actual condition from the 
commencement of my sojonm among them than falls to the lot of 
most travellers, I have been ocnnpelled firom day to day to admit the 
justice of their indignation a^amst those Eoropean powers whiclL 
alter deluding them with promises that they have failed to fulfil, ana 

Sledges that they have mlaified, have reduced them to anchor their 
opes, and to fasten their tnist, upon a government whose interests 
can be served only by the ruin of the Ottoman Empire, and the sub- 
jugation of its liberties. Take them for all in all, there probably exist 
no people upon earth more worthy of national prosperity than the 
gret^ mass of the Turkish populatum, nor better qualified, alike by 
nature and by social feeling, to earn it for themselves. 

The Osmanli is unost^itatiously reli^ous. He makes the great prin- 
cijples of his belief the rule of his conduct, and refers everythiujg to a 
bibber power than that of man. I am aware that it is the fashion to 
decry the creed of the Turk, and to place it abnost on a level with 
Paganism ; but surely this is an error unworthy of the nineteenth 
century, imd of the liberality of Englishmen. The practice of a 
religion which enforces the necessity of prayer and charity — ^which is 
tolerant of all opposing modes of worship— and which enjoins universal 
brc^erhood, can scaiesly be contemptible. And while the Christian, 
enlightened on the gr^ truths that are hidden from the Maho- 
medan, is compelled topity the darkness of a faith which admits not the 
]]g^ of the Gospd, he must nevertheless admire the votary who, 
acting according to his ideas of duty, follows up the injunctions of his 
religion w^ a devout zeal and an unwearied observance that influ- 
ence all his social relations : and this is a merit which even their 
enemies have never, I believe, denied to the Turks. 

Erom this ^reat first principle emanates the philosophy, both of 
feeling and action, that distinguishes the Osmanli from the native of tdl 
other countries ; and this philosophv renders him comparatively inac- 
cessible to tiiose petty but mynaa excitements of selfishness and 
political bigotry which keep the more active and ambitious spirit of 
Eoropean society for ever on the qiU mve. 1 kcb. Vj lia TaftKa& ."^'^ 
narea to deny, thai from this very qoa^ty wnse& ^^ ^^Xx^mfc '''^^'^'^ 
fctea/ and moral inertness which mducea t\ife TNtt^ta V^ w.1 ""^f^^sS 
ertnneoua aaaistanoe than on their own rftot^, xcl^ ^^^sra ^^^ ^^°^ 
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gMQcy. I am merely endeavourmg to prove that they possess vithin 
themselves the necessary elements of social order and natkuial 
prosperity. 

The absence of all glaring vices, even among the lowest ranks of 
the community— s^ve indeed such as they have inherited firam thdr 
more civilized allies, and appropriated with the same awkwaidness as 
th^ have done their costume, — speaks volumes for the Turkish people. 
A Turk never games, never fights, never blasphemes ; is goiluBBB of 
murder ; is innocent of theft ; and has yet to learn that poverty is a 
crime, or even a reproach; or that the rich man can shut bis dooiB 
against the mendicant who asks to share his meaL 

Were I desired to point out the most glaring defect of the Toddsk 
character, I should unhesitatingly specify the want of siiiceriij nd 
good faitn. I am obliged to concede that the Turk is habitifBDj€die 
— ^that he sacrifices his truth to fine phrases, and to set t oims th at 
he is profuse of promises, and maffnincent in words. But it Is neror- 
theless certain tnat he himself Iooes upon all these splendid pledges 
as mere compliment, and scarcely appears to reflect that a Frank w$y 
be induced to lend to them a more weighty meaning. I had not ben 
long in the country ere I learnt to estimate all this hvperbole at fts 
just value ; and once having done so, I found reason to feel ffiwfcefal 
for many unexpected and unsought courtesies. Profit bv toe fiist 
kindly impulses of a Turk, and you will be his debtor; inift trat 
nothing to his memory, for he will fail you. 

Let not individual bad faith, however, be too harshly blamed in a 
people who have suffered so severely as tne Turks from the samevice^ 
m their best and dearest interests, on the part, not only of indi- 
viduals, but of nations — of those civili^;ed and enlight^ied Tia^^ynn^ to 
which they looked alike for precept and example, and which th^ haife 
found wanting. 

Naturally haughty and self-centred,^ the Osmanli nlaced his honour 
and his liberty in the hands of his European allies, l^iey were 
pledged to preserve both — and it was not until the Banner of the 
Crescent was trailing in the dust, and a half-barbarous power beard- 
ing the Sultan in his very halls of state, that the unwelcome truth 
burst upon him that his trust had been nusnlaced. The disoofecj 
was made too late — made when he had no alternative ; the anpine- 
ness of the Turk was no match for the subtle^ of the Bxusian; it 
was a combat unequal in all its bearings, and dangerous to the 
Osmanli in all its relations. The natural result followed : Toxk^ 
was bowed beneath a force too mighty for her to resist; the par- 
tial civilization of the North produced its effect on the oompaii- 
tive barbarism of the East; and the Turk, dazzled and dehided, 
bewildered by the speciousness of a policy that he could not f^thfltn, 
and consequently aid not suspect ; abandoned by the Eoropem 
powers on whose assistance he had relied; and unable, sin^^ either 
to resist the covert threats, or to reject the nrofferea frienduiip of 
this voluntary ally, feU into the snare which nad been laid for mm, 
jwd betrayed his want of internal stren^ \a \£^ tds»^ ^sab^sBOBoa 
enemy. 
The policy of Bussia' has beea aa siUsads wA «$Maate& ^i^S 
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ambitioias. What a prophet was the Empress Catherine! How 
perfectly she foretold the fate of Turkey. While all the other 
nations have suffered their interest in the Ottoman empire to eva- 
porate in words, and have flaunted their oratory in the eye of dav, 
xt.us8ia has never betraved herself by studied phrases to uie crowa; 
but, like the giant in the fable, she has drawn on her seven-league 
boo^ and s£rode silently over land and sea to her object. She 
has set aU her engines to work; and they have wrousht weU. She 
baa spared neither gold nor flattery. She has enlisted in her favoiir 
all the social feelinjra of the Turks ; and the little presents of the 
Empress to the children of certain popular pashas, and the embroi- 
deanr said to have been wrought by her own unperial hand, and sent 
to uie ladles of their harems, are as efficacious in their wav as the 
diamonds, tiie horses, and the carriages presented to the Sultan, or 
the pensicmspaid to half-a-dozen influential individuals of the court. 

Alu for Tturkey! Her relative j>osition with her specious ally 
leaembles that of a huge animal m the coil of a boa-constrictor, 
Trbioh must be smoothed down gently and gradually ere it can be 
safely gorged. Its fate is but protracted — the moment of ins^urgita- 
tion will come at last : and when the serpent-folds are uncoiled, and 
the aatni monster lies luxuriously down to digest its prey, those who 
have looked on, and pledged themselves to the impossibility of the 
feat, will find too late that it is not only perfectly practicable, but 
actually acoompUshed. 

And yet Fiance has her countless soldiery — and England her 
unriYaUed navj^— both e^r to earn new glory. England and Prance, 
on whom the Osmanlis leaned with a perfect faith^ and by both of 
whom they have been abandoned — where is the chivalry of the one 
and the pnilantbropy of the other ? 

A Toik of high rank and considerable abilities, who had an under- 
standing to observe and a heart to feel the ^sition of his country, 
was one day conversinjg with me on her foreign i)olitical relations, 
when he exclaimed with a sudden burst of unaffected energy: — 
" l^anoe has failed us, it is true ; but France has been at least com- 
paiatively honest in her supineness. She has never affected a wish 
to become the foster-mother of the world, — but England — England, 
"MnAam whidi has boasted of her universal philanthropy— which has 
knocked away the fetters of millions of the blacks —England, not 
contented while among her nobles, in her House of Commons, and 
eren at tiie very meetings of her lower classes, she was making a 
vannt of hrar all-embracing love, and of her sympathy with the 
oppressed — not contented with seeing Poland weep tears of blood, 
and only cease te exist when the last nerves of her heart had been 
wrong asunder— your own happy England — secure in her prosperity 
and in her power— is now standing tamely by, while the vast Ottoman 
enmnre — the gorgeous East, which seems to have been made for glory 
ana fcnrgreati^ss — ^is trampled by a power like Russia ! She mi^htWi^ 
saved ns— die might save us yet. Where is bet g8^"8Si\.\i3W4i'^. ^"W^ 
are her §oatijur fortresses ? But, above a\i, wVicte '\& >i)ftfc>iR».x\. ^V\^ 
hu BO many lands to work its will? Is Vt t\ie ci.^x\sei ^^ ^^|=^ 
(hm wAwft she sbiiokaf Surely ber po^CT \a uq\» ^q^^^^ \^^^ 
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she cannot require to be tdd how deeply her oommerdal intcRsts 
must be compromised by the success of E;u8sia. Bat I will not nanoe 
so painful a subject. As indiyiduals, we lespeot thelkigjisE; bot 
their political character is lost in the East — we have no Iniger fioth 
in England." 

Th^ were not, at all events, the aiffumentsof a "baibtma;" 
and the more doselv and unprejudicedly that Europeans permittliem- 
selves to examine tne Turkish character, the more they wSL find thit 
justice has never yet been done to it : and that TuAej merits thdr 
supp9rt as folly by her moral attributes as by her geognphinl 
position. 

It is not by her nobles, by her ministers, nor hj her gOf«nimait 
that she should be judged-Hiier court and her people are as distfaict as 
though they were of two different natioiis. They have^ howeyer, oae 
common virtue, which is carried to an extent that most be witneand 
by the natives of the West ere it can be understood. Every one who 
has visited Turkey wiUperceive at once that I allude to their 
unbounded hospitauty. The table of the flpreatest man in Constanti- 
nople is open to the poorest, whenever he chooses to avail Imnaejf of 
it. As he salutes the master of the house on entering, he Is leomd 
with the simple word Bouroum—YoTi are weloome,— and he takes bis 
place without further ceremony. In tiie villages the nme besntifiBl 

Srinciple remains unaltered; and it signifies not how little an indifi- 
ual may have to jgive, he always gives it cheerfuU^, and as a 
matter of course^ Without appearing conscious that he is exerdsiii^ 
a virtue pradased scantily and reservedly in more civffiiea 
countries. 

If a Turk wishes to show a courtesy to his guest, or to a stranjser 
with whom he may have accidentalhr come in contact, he does so m a 
manner which revolts the more renned ideas of a Erank; but whidi 
is nevertheless induced by this same feeling of brotherhood and fel- 
lowship. His chibouk is his greatest luxury, and when he is not 
engaged in an employment that renders the mdub^ence difficult or 
impossible, it is for ever between his lips ; and his fist act of fdend- 
hness is to withdraw it thence and offer it to his companion. He 
estimates its eigoyment, and he immediately wishes to communicate 
it. These are perhaps slight traits — details that appear unimportant 
— but human character is composed of details — fine shades, whidi. 
however faint in themselves, are nevertheless necessair to l^nerfect 
effect of the whole. It is easy to seize a prominent objec^. Glaring 
vices and striking virtues force themselves upon the notio^ and are 
consequently ever the ready subject of commeg;it. And it is from this 
fact that the Turks have suffered in European estimation, l^ej are 
sin^ularlv unobtrusive in their social relations : they do not seek to 
exhibit their moral attributes, and they practise daily those domestic 
virtues which grow out of the tolerance and kindliness of their nature, 
without troubmifp themselves to consider whether they do so at 
moments when tney may become subject of comment. Thus it is 
that tbef have never been supposed \a ie«\, <k Is^^^s^^^ ei&oQurage, 
those minute but mxdtitudinous aocwil cavfl\es«a> -^iVs^ '^ «b^ 
amount not m itself to a positive ^nrtofc, «X.\Ms^.'i& ^^%b^^^»8^ 
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of one, and lends itself to the completion of an aggregate that well 
deserves the name. 

Hiose who have only made an acquaintance with the Turkish 
character in the persons of tilie great men of the capital, have not 
possessed the means of witnessing the daily practice of these endear- 
ing qnalities. It is not among the haughty, the selfish, and the 
amoinoQS of any nation that the bland and beautiful features of human 
nature can be contemplated. Nothing atrophises the heart like 
faixory'— nothing deadens the feelings like the strife, and struggle for 
power : — ^and in the East, where a man's fortune is ever built up upon 
the rain of his neighbour, and where he springs into his seat with 
his foot upon the neck of a worsted rival, it were worse than folly to 
expect that the social virtues can be encouraged and exhibited among 
tlie great. But the Turk of the provinces is a bein^ of a different 
order, a cr^ttore of calm temperament, and philosophic content ; who 
labours in his vocation with a placid brow and quiet hearty who honours 
his mother, protects his wife, and idolizes his children ; is just in his 
dealings, sober in his habits,- and impretendin^ly pious ; and whose 
board and hearth are alike free to those who desire to share them. 

• Such, if I have re»d them aright (and, above all if I may rely on 
the judgment of unbiassed and impartial individuals, more competent 
than myself to form a correct estimate of their general character), are 
the ^reat mass of the Turkish people. Their defective ^vemment is 
the mcubus that weighs them down ; while the luxurious habits of 
their nobles induce extortion which withers their exertions, and in a 
great decree negatives the benefit of their industry. But these are 
evils which are not beyond remedy ; *' the schoobnaster," who has ' 
been 80 long abroad in Europe, has akeady given hints of travellmg 
to the feur last ; and there are now several individuals connected with 
the Ottoman government who comprehend the vice of the system, 
and are'anxious to eradi^ite the mischief. The outcry of corruption 
and venality has been raised, and the correctness of the implication 
has been admitted; while few have ^discovered that attempts are 
already making to overcome the long-standing renroach ; and all must 
admowledge that this Sisyphus-like task will require time and 
patience^ and moreover, opportunity and encouragement, to secure its 
completion. 

It 18 not. I repeat, by the members of a government, driven to un- 
worthr acto on the one hand and deceived bv smiling sophistries on 
the other^ that the people of Turkey should pe estimated ; and it is 
comparatively unfortunate for them as a nation, that it is precisely 
upon these persons that the attention is first fixed. The natural con- 
sequence ensues, that, where Europeans, ratherglancing at the country 
thui seeing it, possess neither time, opportunity, nor it may be even 
indination, to look deeper, they carry away with them an erroneous 
im]^re88ion of the mass, as unjust as it is unfortunate ; an impression 
whidi they propagate at home, and in which they become strei^hened 
by the very repetition of their own assertions. Nor is it dimcyit tA 
account in this way for the very erroneous^ coTiVraj^cX/sr^ , ^sA. ^"sj^V 
m^ona, entertained in Europe on the suViAccl ol VJt^fc 'vxx^. ^^^^^ 
duals bive been dted aa examples of a boiy ,mV^i'W^^OQ.^^'^^^'^^ 
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possessed not one common featarc, 8>ve Qsat td toanirj ; ud tbe 
vices that were seared into tlie spirit of one d^enento Osmanli htire, 
b; the heedless chroniclers who nw; biTe saSeied bem his ddb- 
qaenciBs, been bnnded on the brow of a whole mtkai ; m thoo^the 
nream iriiich had polluted itself for an instant by its paisue ara 
some impure Bnbsumce, had power to taint the sonioe from iraenoe it 
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OrimUUfOT nne Beatery— Tlia 0*k Wood. 



Teb Qlness and snbseqnent death of Qia Bnynl: Hanonn hti h» 
slsjed the visit whioh I lud been requEsted to make to tlie hanm d 
le BeisB Mendi, or Minister for Eoieisn Affion ; and it mnj b« 
remembered th^ this was the lad; to whom I Bonded in » Eonon 
portion of my work, as having failed to find bvonr m the eyes of tbc 
. Sultan on the occasion of the Princess Sslihi's marnujei and wbon 
he had been CTadoiisly pl&ised to excuse from jl further attendance 
at court, in iaTour of a f^r (ieorfiian, ^rhom he had himself nrorided 
as her successor. Tlic a^cd mmistcr had lecciTed witb all propa 

ritude the gift of his imperial master; and had not failed to make 
lovely slave his wile with ^possible speed. Andtbeantichntitni 
of seeing this far-fomed beauty added no linle to the desire wnidi I 
felt to avail myself of the very Hod and flattering invitation of tlia 

Having, therefore, suffer^ asofficienttinietoeliqMeaftflrthedealli 
of Uie Soynk Hanotim to testify my symp^hy fcx her loss, I pre- 
mredfwthis Icmg-promised visit, oiul made it m coonnny wiut aone 
Oreek ladies, frimas of my own, and well known in the harem of the 
minister. Chi passing the saleioliek I was rnnch diswp<»nt«d by Ow 
disoovny tliat tlie Beiss !Effendi himself was &om nome; bnt a 
reaching the haiem we were more fortunate, and having deUvered our 
doaks, veils, and ahoes to a group of slaves who received oa in the 
marble enbnikoe-hall, we followed one who led the way no a noble 
fli^t of stairs to a vast saloon; and in the next instant I found my- 
adf standing beside Devlehai Hanonm, the beautiful Oeoi^ian. 

And she mu beantdfiil— magnificent ! Tall, and dark, and qneenly 
in her proud loveliness ; with such a form bh is not looked on above 
half-a-dozen times dming a long life. 

^e character of Qeorgiaa heaafa ia yriedly dissimilar &om that 
of Otobsu; if isinoio stobdj HUkdasilEmci >!DB^h<^ ijL''a& lUiv 
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bates are different. With the Circassian you find tbe clearest and 
fairest skin, the most delicatcly-ronnded limbs, the softest, sleepiest 
expression, the lowest voice, and the most inaolently-gracefol move- 
ments. There is no sonl in a Circassian beauty ; and as she pillows 
her pure, pale cheek upon her small dimpled hand, von feel no incli- 
nation to aronse her into exertion— you are contentea to look upon her, 
and to contemplate her loveliness^ But the Georgian is a creature of 
another stamp : with eyes like meteors, and teeth almost as daszhng 
as her eves. Her mouth does not wear the sweet and unceasing 
smile of ner less vivacious rival, but the proud expression that sits 
upon her finely arched lips accords so well with her stately form, and 
her high, calm brow, that you do not seek to change its character. 

There is a revelation of intellect, an air of majesty, about the 
GeoTgiaai women, which seems so utterlv at variance witl^ their con- 
dition, that you mvoluntarily^ask vom^sdf if they can indeed ever be 
slaves ; and you have some difficulty in admitting the fact, even to 
your own reason. 

Neady all the ladies of the Princess Acme's household are Georgians : 
and I have alr^id^ had occasion to remark that her harem is celebrated 
for the beauty of its fair inhabitants. 

But Devlehai Hanoum left everv individual of the imperial serai 
of Ortakeuy immeasurably behma her. And as she welcomed us 
without rismg from her sctfa^ I felt, woman though I was, as though I 
could have knelt in homage to ^such surpassing loveliness ! 

The sofa on which she was seated, occupied the deep bay of a 
window overlooking the Bosphoms, at the upper end of a saloon which 
terminated in a flignt of steps leadmg upwaras to a second apartment, 
that, in its torn, afforded similar access to a third ; and thislong per- 
spective was bounded by the distant view of a vine-o'ercanopied kiosk. 
beneath whidh a -fine fountain of white marble was fiinging its cool 
waters on the air, from the midst of clustering vases, filled with rare 
and beautiful flowering plants. 

Groups of slaves were standing about the sofa-, and gilded cages, 
filled wiih birds, were arranged m its immediate vicinity. I was much 
amused by a superb parrot, evidently the favourite of the harem, which 
had become so imbued with its high-bred tranquillity, as to speak 
almost in a whisper; and which kept up a perpetual murmur of such 
phrases as the foUowing: — "My heart!— My life!— My Sultan, the 
fight of my eyes ! — ^AmT pretty ? — ^Do you love to look upon me ? " 
and similar sentimentalities. 

Devlehai Hanoum was dressed in an anterv of white silk, embroi- 
dered all over with ^nxnips of flowers .in pale ^een ; her salva. or 
trousers, were of satm of the Stuart tartan, and ner jacket light blue : 
the gaoze that composed her chemisette was almost impalpable, ana 
the cachemire about her waist was of a rich crimson. Her hair, of 
whidh several tresses had been allowed to escape from beneath the 
emlm)idered handkerchief, was as black as the plumage of a raven ; 
and her complexion was a clear, transparent brown. But the great 
chann of tiie beautiful Georgian was her figure. I never beheld ^s:^- 
thing more lovc^; to the smoothiy-mouidfi^ vc»»e& ^l €\^^ci«iK^ ^c^ 
johed tbe majesty and stateliness 6i mdiS^fi '^"&\ w^^ 1^^ vs^se** "^ 
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you looked upon her, that she had ever been bought tt a pnoe, to 
remember only that she was the wife of one of the great <moers of 
the empire. 

Nothing oonld exceed the oonrtesy of her weloome, except, perhaps, 
its ^iracerohiess, and the charming smile with whidi i^ told me how 
anxious were the Buyuk HannnTn herself and Gomef ^ Hanoom, to 
testify by ev^ry means in their power, the delu^ht th^ felt in haying 
me for a guest. Tor a moment I was bewildered ; I had made no 
inquiries relatiye to the domestic economy of the harem previous to 
my visit, and had imaged that, as a matter of course, the lovely 
Georgian had become ^uyuk Hsmoum by the death of the children's 
mother. Bat this was far from bein^ the case: the pasha having 
married in early life a Constantinopohtan ladv oi hifl^ family, who 
had reteinc^ her sunremacy in the narem, although toe affections of 
the Beiss E£fendi had been transferred to the par^ of his sons. The 
fail Qeorsian proving also childless, the fortunate mother had never 
forfeited ner hold upon his heart, and had continued until tiie hour of 
her death to be the first object of his favour. But my ast(mish- 
ment did not end even here ; for, when all this had been orolained 
to me, another question yet remained to be answered: — l¥no was 
CfOnjef ^m Hanoum P 

GonJef ^m Hanoum, who was in the bath when we arrived, was a 
Jbeautirnl young Circassian, who had beoi purchased twdve months 
previously by die minister, in the excess of his diaapjpointment that 
the Georgian did not make him a father ; and whonL m the first rush 
of Ms dejight, on discovering that she was likely to beoome a mother, 
he had also married. Unfortunately for her, the child died in the 
hour of its birth, and once more the anxious, nusband found himself 
disappointed in his hopes. 

Tnese domestic detiuls, which were given with a sam; fraid and 
composure evincing how little the heart of Bevlehai Hanoum was 
interested in the recital, were succeeded by coffee, which was served 
with ^reat ceremony by about a dozen slaves ; the salver being over- 
laid with gold tissue, as on occasions of state. A stroll in the gajrden 
followed, where we wandered up and down the shady waUbs, among 
the fiowers and fountains ; and where we encountered the three sons 
of the minister. 

£min Bey, the elder of the brothers, was barely ieleven years of age; 
and had I not seen him^ I should never have been able to picture to 
myself anything at all like the object on which I then looked. So 
extraordinary and unwieldy a being as this unhappy bov I never before 
met with : and I am moderate in declaring that he muse have measured 
at least two yards round the body. His jacket of Broussa silk, striped 
with gold, lav in large folds about his snoulders and waist ; his head 
appe2u*ed to nave been attached to his chest without the intervention 
or a throat ; his hands, his feet, all were proportionably bulky ; and 
when I looked at the unfortunate child, I could not help thmlriTig 
how much he was to be pitied, despite the rank and riches which sur- 
rounded him. The younger boys were fine, noble-looking youths, 
without the slightest tendency to corffQl€iy;s§ \ \s<q& Esssl Bey is the 
&romite of the ministwr, who graikaficatoa c^cci ^\asii\ vd^\x^s(bl^^ 
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extreme amiability of his dispositioii, he is generaUy popular in the 
harem. 

The sons of Turkish famiKes always inhabit the women's apart- 
ments nntil they marry ; when, however young they may be, they are 
immediately shnt out ; bat, by an extraordinary aiid apparently mex- 
plicable arrangement, they are not permitted, as soon as ihey have 
ceased to be children, to intrude themselves on the Buynk Hanoom, 
without her express |)ermission, although they have nee access to 
every other apanment in the harem. Thus, Emin Bey, unless sum- 
moned by her express desire, could not visit the elder wife of his 
father, a venerable old person of at least seventy years of age. although 
he was constantly in the society of the two younger and lovelier ladies; 
while the other boys, yet mere children, came and went as they listed, 
unchidden and ahnost unnoticed. * 

As soon as the Buyuk Hanoum had left the bath, we were invited , 
to her apartment; and as I looked from the .withered and feeble* 
woman who lay stretched on the sofa before me, propj^d with 
cushions, ^ttenng with diamonds, and busi^ with her dubouk, to 
the statd^ and gorgeous Qeorgian, in all the dow of her proud youth, 
I had difficulty m believing that they could indeed be the wives of one 
man! 

When I had returned her salutation, and seated myself beside her, 
I had time to look round upon the arran^ment of her apartment. 
On a cushion near her sofa crouched a frightful female dwarf, old, 
and wrinkled, and mis-shapen, with a Sycorax expression of face 
that made me shndder; and immediately beside her sat Devleh&i 
Hanoum, in a high-backed chair of crunson velvet and gilding, 
looking like the haufi^hty mother of Yathek with one of her attendant 
spirits grovelling at ner feet. A line of female slaves extended from 
the sofjEi to the door, and several others were grouped at the bwer 
end of the jsaloon, which was most magnificently fitt^ np. 

The never-failing hospitality of the East prompted the first question 
of the venerable hostess. She inqnired ifT had been satisnedwith 
my reception ; and assured me of the gratification she derived from 
seeing me in the palace of her husband ; she then thanked me for the 
careful toilette which I had made to visit her, and in the most courtly 
manner admired eveiything that I wore. The usual extraordinary 

2iieries ensued : — Was I married ? Had I ever been affianced P Did 
intend to marry? Could I embroider? How old was I? Which 
was the prettiest, Stamboul or London ? — and many others of the like 
k^d : ^t they were all jput so good-humouredly, and so perfectly as 
a maiter of course, that it was impossible not to be amused, although 
I had answered them a dozen times before. 

There is a ffreat charm in the graceful naivete of a well-bom Turkish 
lady. She tcUs you directly what she thinks of you, without harbour- 
ing an idea that even truth may sometimes prove impalatable. If vou 
do not please her, you are never left in doiibt upon the subj^. while 
if^ on the contrarv, she considers you well-lookins^ or agreeable, she 
lavishes on you the most endearing epitbeta, ^m t^wj^\eraiaae>^Ra^ 
her address hy imploring you to love \ier. T^isi ^"^ TsissoiRx^*^^ 
jaafndjmusdtbeneam her roof, you w»«i ceoi^Xi^ 'Q'S!^''^'^*^'^ 
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as though you were in ^our own house. Are you hungry? In ^Ye 
minutes, by merely desuing the first slave "witn whom yon come in 
contact to bring you food, you niay seat yourself at table. Are you 
weary ? Select the sofa you prefer, surround yourself with cushions, 
and should you wish to remain undisturbed, close the door of the 
apartment ; and when you are r^reshed, tou will be greeted on tout 
re-appearanoe with a second smile of welcome. If you are resuess, 
you may wander over the whole house '; there is neither indiscretioii 
nor imijertinencse in so doing. In short, from the first instant of your 
domestication in a Turkish family, it is. your own fault if you are not 
as much at your ease as your hostess hea^elf. 
\ On quitting the apartment of the Buyuk Hanoum, which was oppres- 
sive, from its closed windows and the extreme heat of the weather, we 
strolled all over the palace, which is very extensive and splendid in 
its arran^ments. One room onlv was closed ittainst us. It was 
•that in which the mother of the pasha's children had breathed her last ; 
and into which he had desirea e veiv article, however trifling, of her 
personal proper^, to be removed ana locked up, until he causes them 
to be disposed of by public sale, and the proceeds secured to her sons. 

Turning away from this forbidden door, we proceeded to an apart- 
ment in which the -Sultan passed a nigjit about three years ago, and 
which has only just been' re-opened, at ms express desire, for the use 
of the family.. The imperial bedstead yet remains, but the golden 
hangings have been removed, and have probably sbice figured in 
ant^7[s and salvas on the fair lorms of the ladies of the harem. The 
room is now appropriated to the master of the house ; and on a sofa- 
cushion lajr his watch, his handmirror, and a small agate box containing 
opium j;)ills. 

Havmg understood that thero was a young Greek girl on the estab- 
lishment, who had been induced, by the representations of interested 
and treacherous advisers, to embrace Momunedanism, I expressed a 
wish to see her, when she was immediately summon^l ; but made her 
appearance with great reluctance, being evidently most heartily 
ashamed of her apostacy. 

She told us that she was very unhappy ; f or^ although she .was 
treated with great kindness, she could not reconcde hersdf to the sin 
which she had committed ; and that, had she been left to her own free 
wilL she never should have thought of taking such a step. A few 
weeks only had elapsed since she had become a Turl^ but she 
abeady felt that, although no taunt was uttered by her companions, 
they never lost sight of the fact of her being a renegade ; and, had 
she not known the penalty which must be paid, she declared that she 
should at once have uttered her second recant^on. 

Wellimfi^t she pause as she remembered it; for that penalty is 
death ! When once a Christian female has been induced to utter the 
simple prayer which is the only necessa^ ceremony— the few brief 
wonis which declare that " There is but One God, and Mahomet b 
the Prophet of God " — she is a Mahomedan ; and, should she after- 
wards repent her apostacv. and resolve on returning to the bosom of 
the Christian Church, ana ner detenoination. beoome suspected before 
sAe baa time or opportanity to escape iscni ^^ v^^^ ^^ ^^*\txE^ 
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the waters of tiie BoraiianB in iifirjtr at cnce her project and ber 
life. ^^--i— 

Nor is a male imrjsadr piaoed in a wan secnre vositiGn. The 
Mahomedaiis tflferate m> rf-falffiig 'hum thor fum. Tbej are 
bonnd bjr their knr tviee dmiii^ taor lites ioimwUe aOmstiaato 
embraoe the idigjim of the Fkc^het ; \mk Aej aerer outniii the 
spirit of their instnctioBS: Acy snplysKScst tie c ua t e^i oa, and 
use no endeafonr to CDfioroe it ; while; on oie other hand, th^ pennit 
JM^apostacf-— deadiistheiBsUaftpcBautffarth^ Eewmis- 

sionaries, howeier taVirfed^ or hovefcr aeakns, eicr made a Tmkish 
convert— and no renegade Christian, unless faj some rare dumoe he 
snoceeded in escamnr lb the critical moDient cze his leaohition became 
suspected, ev^l£med tiK intention. 

As the Bnynk Hanoom had been partimlar in her injunctions tiuii 
every attention should be paid to me, all the musical docks and 
wi^diesthron^iout tie palace (and tiiev were not few), were put into 
requisition, am the orcaesfara^ conmletedbyaterrhaiaiibaireUn^^ 
awoke into discord I7 the £rir hanm of Benehai Hanoum. lliis con- 
fusion of sweet sounds is one of the higjiest courtesies which can be 
exhibited in the harem ; and it was quite lanp^uihle to stroll through 
the kog saDeries, and to escape from the Sultan's March on the Idt 
hand, to find yoursdf in the nudst of the barcarole in Massaniello on 
the right ; and, leaving both bdiind you, to catch a fine cadence of 
2)» Pm<»t; as vou were b^^iing to h^^ tiiat aU was o ver. 

Havinz at lenglJi reached a spadous saloon, whose cool-looking 
white soras occupied recesses in each of which a window afforded the 
hope of a litUe air, I not onlv threw up the sash, but the jalousies also, 
to the ffreat terror of a couple of slaves who were looking on. Seeing 
their aJann, I exphdned to them that they were not compelled to 
approach the forlnddeu opening, but they still continued m such a 
suae of amdety; that I begged tnem to explain what troubled them : 
whereupon the elder of the two, a plam, dumsy-looking woman or 
five or six and thirty, and as unattractive a person as can well be 
imagiiied, told me that, as the Buyuk ELanoum loved me so much, she 
could not bear to see me commit so heinous a sin. I requested to biow 
in what my transgression consisted, when she exdaimed with great 
enersy : — " Suppose a Turk passing under the window should look up, 
and love you, would you become a Mussulmaun, and marry him ?" 

"Certainly not." 

** Imagine then the sin for which you will be accountable, if you 
continue seated in front of that open casement. Some unhappy Irue 
Believer will look upon you — he will desire to have you for his wife — 
and when you continue aeaf to his passion, he will grow sick, keep 
his bed, and probably die ; and how will you be able to appear in 
paradise with such a sin upon your soul ?" 

I have related this little anecdote, b^^use it proves two distinct 
facts ; first, that the Turkish women thoroughly believe that a happy 
immortality awaits them, if they do not foneit it bv their own mis- 
deeds ; ana that they are moreover tolerant eno^li <f^ ^rs^\^s^ '^ 
sure that even the Giaours, who have no ^\ax^ 'ye^^'^'os^^^scnr^ ^ 
Jfa&oma^ bare Bevertheiess the sameViovQ, 



252 THE CSXY OP THS SUUPAlT. 

I put an end io the grenerous fears of the wQman by telling her that 
sack an oocarrence comd not take place with the Eruik feinales, who 
did not possess sofficimit attraction to peril the peace of a True 
BeUerer, and that this was the reason they walkea about unveiled; 
while the great beauty of the Mr Turks had rendered it incumbent on 
the Prophet to make them cover their fiuoes, in order to prevent such 
nusfortiines to his followers as Ibat to whidi she had jnst alluded ; and 
she was so well satifded with my explanation that she suffered me to 
remain peacefnllyin my comer, breathed upon by the cool air which 
swept over tiiejBosphorus, only taking extreme care to remain at 
suc£ a distance from the wmdow herseli. as to ensure the heart-ease 
of eveiy worthy and susceptible Mussulmaun who might chance to 
pass that way. 

I*rom this pleasant position we were summoned to an apartment in 
which re£r«9hments had been provided for us : and as we bad ex- 
pressed no inclination to eat. these consisted only of fruits, conserves, 
and similar trifles. Pyramids of pears and gncapes, saucers of olives 
and cream-cheese, vases of preserves, and dishes of encumber neatly 
anangedy and cut into minute portions, formed the staple of the 
repast ; and were interspersed with goblets of rose-scented sherbet. 
To myself alone another luxury was added, in the shape of a small 
cake of extremely ddicate bread, made for the exclusive use of the 
nunister. 

The fair Georgian could by no means be persuaded to seat herself at 
table ; and although the apartinent was filled with attendants, she 
persisted in waitinj? upon me herself, and during a considerable time 
found amusement m decorating my hair with bunches of small pears, 
which had been gathered with great care, in order to preserve the 
leaves that grew about them. 

While we were thus agreeably employed, CfOnjefem Hanoum entered 
from the bath. She was a fair languisning beauty of sixteen, exqui- 
sitely dressed, and extremely fascinating ; with a slight expression of 
melancholy about her, that seemed as much the effect of a quiet 
coquetry as the result of her natural temperament. 
% when our primitive repast was conduded, the.beautiM Georgian 
inquired of my friends w&ther they could suggest anything likely to 
give me pleasure wluch it was in her power to offer. As the day was 
lovely; and the sun beginning to decline, we availed ourselves of her 
politeness, and dedded on a orive, when the carria^ was immediatdy 
ordered, amid the regrets of the two younger ladies that thev c9ula 
not accompany us, which from their not luivinff previously obtained 
the permission of the pasha, it was impossible for them to do. Had 
the Buyuk Hanoum desired to be of the party, she wonld have been at 
perfect liberty to indulge the inclination, as mm. her advanced age no 
cause for jealousy could possibly exist on the part of the husband ; 
but the other wives were too youn^: and too pretty to be trusted to 
their own discretion by a worthy old eentieman of nearly four-score ; 
and thev were consequentiy compelled, much to their annoyance, to 
see us depart alone. 

TfTien we had taken leave of the ^uyQik.^«s!ki3<Q3Si\si\^ec: ^ss^n^i»B&^ 
wltGne sbe still lay pillowed upon \xfia: c»^b^i>& \ va^^ia^ v "^t^a^^^ar. 
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mised to avail myself of her earnest invitatioii that I would repeat my 
Tisit^ we retumed to the great centre saloon, where the other ladies 
awaited us, surrounded by a crowd of slaves, one of whom carried 
upon a salver a pile of embroidered handkercmefs. worked by tiie fair 
'fingers of the two younger Hanoums, with gold-tnread and coloured 
sUks. This sift, which had been prepared for me, was accompanied 
bv a thousand kindly comments. 1 was desired to examine one piece 
of needlework, and to remark that I carried away with me the heart of 
the donor — ^upon another I was told that I should find a bouquet of 
flowers, and discover that they had presented me with the portrait 
which they should retain of me in their own memories ; a£d I at 
length bade them farewell, amid a thousand admonitions neither to 
fo^t nor to neglect the promise that I had made to renew mv visit. 

The araba awaited us m the court of the palace, and ere long we 
were all comfortably established in a roomy and commodious waggon 
(for that is the correct name of the carriage), drawn b:^ two oxen 
blazing with gilt foil and sj^angles, upon a mattress of cnmson shas, 
embroidered and fringed with gold, amid cushions of similar material, 
and beneath a canopy of purple, decorated in the same rich style. Two 
attendants, in the hvery of the minister, ran beside the carriaRe ; and, 
although our progress, from the nature of the animals who curew us, 
was not so rapia as many traveller might desire, we nevertheless 
contrived to spend a couple of delicious hours in driving up and 
drown a pubhc walk, overshadowed with fine old oaks, beneath 
whose gnarled and far-spreading boughs parties of shade-loving 
individuals had spread then: mats, and were smoking their pipes, or 
eating theirpic-nic dinners, within reach of a fine fountain and a com- 
modious coff^kiosk, aind in the fall enjoyment of as glorious a view 
as ever taught the eye of man to linger lovingly on the fair face of 
nature. 

Assuredly no race of men ever enjoyed a beautiful oountrv more 
thoroughly than the Orientals. Evei^ pretty spot is sure to be dis- 
covered, and appropriated on each occasion of testival. Those who 
can possess themselves of commandinjp points, and who have the means 
of doing so, build kiosks, and plant vineyards about them, amid which 
they spend the long summer day ; while the poorer classes carry their 
mats and their pipes to their favourite nooks, and enjoy, if not as 
exclusively, at least as heartily, as their more fortunate neighbours, 
the bright prospect and the bauny air. 

TheTurK especially finds his nappiness in this most simple and 
most natural of all pleasures. Hour after hour he will sit with 
his chibouk between his lips, gazing about him unweariedlv, and 
communiner with his own thoughts in all the peacefulness and luxury 
engendered by the beauty of the locality ; and the exterior appear- 
ance of his dwelling is never considered, if he can contnve an 
an^le, or throw out a bay, which will enaole him to command a 
striking- feature in the landscape, or a longer stretch of the lakelike 
Bosphorus. 

On the present occasion the oak wood. ^^ ^<2k\XR^ ^ ^s^^ -^-^a. 
litUe groups of holiday-makers. CM.Aicii tmi m «s^^ ^^ "^^^^^ 
the treiss, makhig the breeze g!WL ^^^»ss^^et\ Hioa ^-msq.-^^ 
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had been unyoked from the different cairiages were browsmff on 
the young leaves : merry voices called to each other from amid the 
underwood; the loontam was smronnded by sorants; the ooffee- 
Idodc thronged with c:aests ; and the scene was altogether so lively, 
so cool, and so deligntfrd. that it was not without regret ihat we 
ultimately drove down to tne shore, where our caaque awaited us, and 
found ourselves once inore gliding smoothly and swiftly over the 
sunny waters of the channeL 



CHAPTER XLIIL 

Milftuy Festival— TmUah Ladies— Female Curiosity— Eastern Coquetanr— A Few 
Words on the Turkish Fhi—Tbit Imperial Horse-Guards— XMsafltoctlaa of tbm 
Imperial Guard— False Alarms— The Processioik— The Troops at Fera— InitatiTe 
Tkdent of the Turks— Disappoi nt m e n t . 

Hayiko accidentally rowed down to Pera, in order to visit some 
friends, a week or two after the j^resentation of the Sultan's j[)ortrait 
to the Imperial Quard at Scuta^ we were startled on arriving at 
Dolma Bai;ch^ to see the shore fined with the caiques and barses 
of the nashas aind the principal officers of the fleet, and the heignts 
Goverea with military. Such being the case, we landed at the pier 
below the palacei, and I addressed myself to a group of Tuixish 
ladies who nad established themselves very <x)miortaDly under the 
shade of a fine plane-tri&B, to ascertain the cause of so much'tmusual 
parade. 

Women assuredly have some freemasonry by which they contrive to 
be intelligible to each other, for it is certsSn that, with barely half a 
dozen sentoices of the language, I have frequently kept upisomething 
that bordered upon a conversation ; and on the present occasion, by a 
judicious use of my very lunited knowledge, and considerable gestioula. 
tion, I made the persons to whom I put the question perfectly com- 
prehend its import. The reply commenced by an invitation to avail 
mysdf of part of tiieir carpet, which, as it was easv to see both by 
their appearance and attendance that they were highly respectable, I 
did not nesitate to tlo ; and they then informed me that the Sultan 
was to pass in an hour, in state, to present his portrait to the artillery, 
at thdr barracks in the Great Cemetery. 

In five minutes my new acquaintance had confided to me that they 

were sisters and that a sweet little sprl that sat between them was 

the only child of the younger one, ana would be immensely rich ; and 

had, in turn, inquired mv counla^ and my relationship to my father, 

who stood alooO^st he snould annoy them ; but whom they forthwith 

invited into the shade bv the usual title given to all Franks— *' Gel, 

Gapitan, Gel— Come, Captain, come;" while the daughter of the 

' eldest lady, a pale, slfghc, dark-eyed boun, "^^^ ^^ V^^^^ ^^- 

scions of her extreme beaatx. played off a ^iioxjaajodi \jXS^ wjja.^^ 

ms to attract bia atteatim. Km die li^t \iixa \o^ct v»^as»^^^»^ 
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yashmae {IelU, to disooTer the prettiest mouth in the world, with what 
IS very unusual among the Turkish females, a fine set of teetk which 
she displayed in a laugh of affected embarrassment at her awkward- 
ness ; and then, in her great haste to rem^y the misfortune, she 
contrived to throw back herferidjAe, and disclose a throat and arms 
as dayj^.ling as mountain snow, and a pair of delicate little hands, of 
which the nails were deeply stained wich henna. I had seen aevml 
yashtnacs adjusted in the harem, but I had never yet met one which 
required so much arrangmg as this : and the young Hanoum was so 
^rseverin^^and kept up such a soft little murmur of Turkish ejacula- 
tions, that 1 had time to take an excellent lesson in the difficult art of 
veiling. 

And all this within ten paces of one of the sentinels, who stood 
leaning cross-legged agamst the stock of his musket, according to the 
most approved svstem of Turkish discipline ; and wno did not inter- 
fere to remove the Frank strangers from the vi6inity of the women, 
although a couple of years ago it would have perhaps subjected my 
father to temporary imprisonment, and certainly to insult ! 

As we had ab-eady had sufficient exnerience of the slight attention 
which his Sublime fiighness ever paid to time, on public occasions, 
we felt no inclination to spend half the morning under a tree on the 
edge of a dusty road ; and, having ascertained by the line of sentmelSy 
that the procession would pass the Military College, we accordingly 
made a parting salutation to our new friends, and plunged once more 
into the hot sunshine. 

As we ascended the hill we came upon a squadron of the imperial 
c:uard. who were to form a portion of the show, and who were lyinff oom- 
fortably in the dust, some asleep, and others nearly so, while thenorses 
were huddled together in |;roups in the centre of the road. This was 
a portion of the corps which 1 mentioned in mv account of the mar- 
riage festivities of the P^cess Mihirmah, ana they certainlv were 
considerably more like soldiers at a distance than when seen thus on 
our very path. 

Nothmg requires more management than 2^ fez. It may be so 
arranged as to form even a becoming head-dress : but woe betide the 
unlucky wight who pulls it on untu he is fezedm^x head and ears ! 
As worn by the Turkish soldiers, it were impossible to conceive any- 
thing more hideous ; generally nearly black, and alwa^ more or less 
greasy ; some flin^ it down mto their necks, where it forms a de^ 
fold : others drajir it over their eyebrows ; and others again bury their 
whole heads in it, till it takes the form of the skull, and looks like a 
red-clay basin. I need not expatiate on the appearance of their white 
overalls, even on such an occasion as the present, because I have 
already stated that the wearers were lyine about in the dust; and it 
were equally* supererogatory to do more than allude to the effect of a 
lancer jacket of coarse cloth, braided with yellow cord, nine times out 
of ten a misfit. 

The horses were in excellent keeping mtk t\yext tAss»»vbc5Sw^w> 
sented a beautiful independence oi acco\itrettkBi&. ^\M6i.>M^^^s®Rb 
saddle-clotbs, and some had brown onea-, «ot&& «»A«^^ ^®^ ^*=?^ 
wAHe; fiome bad European saddles, wA wyma 'l«^»^ ^'^^^ 
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holsters (many of them, by the by, to my great amusement, charged 
"vith cacomb^rs, of which the Turks are extremely fond), and some 
were without. Their lances looked as though they luid dropped down 
among them by mistake their points were so ^Jittering, and their 
crimson nennons so fresh and bright, for a Turkish soldier is ahrm 
careM at his arms. Th^ do not carry these graoefol weaoons like 
our own lancers, althon^ th<^ are similarly provided wiui slings, 
but grasp the pole in the JEtussian fashion. 

We were cqrions to witness the bearing of the Sultan on ihisocca- 
sdon, as on the presentation of his portrait at Scutari, a portion of the 
imperial ffuard nad murmured openly against so gburing an infringe- 
ment of weir law, which forbids literally the likeness of an^ human 
being to be^ taken : whereas this had, moreover, been earned with 
gr^ pomp, and saluted after the same fashion as woold have been 
Qie august rpersonage whom it represented. " We are becoming 
Giaoiirs — ^Inndeb," — was the. complaint — " The IVanka are turning 
tha head of the Sultan, and he will soon be as they are." 

After so decided a manifestation of the sentiments of the soldiery, 
it was a courageous act of the Sultan to venture thus immedii^tely on 
a repetition of the offence ; and the rather that a portion of the 
troops are composed of the sons of the Janissaries, who cannot be 
supposed to entertain the most favourable feeling towards the 
des&oyer of their fathers; and who would naturally embrace so 
favourable an opportunity of sj;)reading their own hate, as that which 
permitted them to enforce their expressions of disgust with the name 
of the Prophet, and the authority of their religion. 

As it was uncertain whether his il^hness might not descend at 
the CfoUege, as he had done on a previous occasion, three temporary 
steps covered with scarlet doth, had been prepared for hun to 
descend from his horse ; and a carpet laid down from thence to the 
apartment of Azm^ Bey, where a handsomelv-embroidered and ela- 
borately-cushioned sofa had been arranged for his reception. In this 
room we took up our position, near a window that commanded the 
long stretdi of road by which the procession was to advance ; and we 
hadTcadculated justly on the procrastination of the Sultan, for we 
waited nearly four hours ere the cortege was actually in motion. 
'* The cry was still ' they come ! ' " and during all that time tiiey 
came not. There were two or three false alarms. The drums b^ 
off at the Palace, and were answered by those on the heights, and at 
the College; the gallant cavalry gathered themselves up out of the 
dust, and mounteq their horses ; the Bey turned out his guard, and 
all in vain. There was a mistake somewhere ; and consequently the 
cavalry dismounted, and lav down a^ain to finish their sleep ; and the 
young colonel turned in the guard, and we drank another glass of 
sherbet, and tried to think that we were not at all out iOf patience ; 
in which attempt, I, at least, was verv unsuccessful 

At length the momentjcame. and the distuit sounds of a military 

band announced the approacn of the procession. The unfortunate 

guardsmen sprang to their ^diea ioi Ibfi iowxtk tme, and formed 

m double £le, in which order they moveA. 1ot?i«i^ %X. ^ \^y:k\:^'^M:j^ 

22iejr were ancoeeded by ttie x^taiy staSL ol \)ii^ «cns:5»«Q^^^«k^A^ 
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officers of the different regiments ; the majors rode first, and were 
followed.by the superior ranks in regular succession, untU the gor- 
geous tndn of pasnas brought up the rear. The paishas were suc- 
ceeded by about thir^ musicians ; and tiben followed a detachment 
of inj&intry marching m double files, between whoae ranks moyed the 
open carnage of ti^e Sultan, drawn by four fine my horses, each led 
by a groom, and bearing the portrait of his Higimfiss carefully enye- 
lopea in green baize. Said Pasha^ the Sultan's son-in-law, preceded 
the carriage, dressed in a hussar uniform, and mounted on a noble 
Arabian; and it was followed by the Seraslder and Halil Pasha 
riding abreast, succeeded by a squadron of cayalry. 

But where, then^ was the SuUan ? 

Alas ! for our high-flown eniectations— he had reriewed &^e thou- 
sand men in the course of tae morning on the heights above the 
Palace, after which he had started off for the Valley or Kahaitchana, 
in an open carriage and four, leaving Ids portrait to the care of tiie 
pashas. 

We reached Pera amid the firing of cannon, the nealing of mus- 
ketry, and the beating of drums, anojiftt in time to see ihe ^hole of the 
troops march through to their respective barracks, which thev did six 
deep, and in very tolerable style—a circumstance rendered the more 
astonishing hj the hd that many of tiiem had their shoes literally 
tied upon iheu: feet ! 

It was impossible not to be struck by a conviction of the perse- 
verance and adoptive powers of the Turks, on seeing this body of 
men, who, although labouring undra* all we disadvantages of slo- 
venly dress and defective instruction, had, nevertheless, in a few 
years succeeded in presCTtine an appearance of European discipline. 
Self-taaght— fOT the Turks have been deterred from exerting that 
which their own good sense led them to feel would be the meet effi- 
cient means of speedily attaining the perfection at which they aimed, 
that is, ofprofiting by the instnutions of foreigners, — they hav^ amid 
all the difficulties of their position, succeeded in proving thac their 
imitative taLmts are very considerable ; and the jealous policy of 
Stasia has only tended to demonstrate to those who have had an 
opportmut^ of comparing the present state of the Turkish army with 
that in wmdi it was but three years ago, that the Osmanlis have 
every inclination to avail themselves of the opportunities that are 
afforded to than of studying the institutions of other nations, where 
their efforts are not frustrated by political considerations. 

Becent events have, in some agpce, weakened the Muscovite influ- 
ence at the Sublime Porte ; and European officers have lately arriyed 
in Constantinople, who, should they be permitted to act, will pro- 
bably soon conveA the *' material" of the Turkish army into ayaHablc 
troops, calculated to do honour alike to their country, to their in- 
structors, and to their ]^j>eror. The docility of the Turkish soldier 
is admniible, and his desire of improvement so unwearying, that it 
is a common occurrence for him to spend his h»QX% c^l 'c^^ffissi^'^s^ 
in pofecting himself, as far as his own. Vn.o^\<&)^?^ cQai5^^a»\assv\a 
do so, in the management of bis firdoc^\^\^ ^^ '^^ *^^ ^ 
wMcb be bestows upon the ana itae^i, Va VvsM^^ ^ Q^iS3t.^s» 
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the histie of its bright barrel, and the oleanKnfuiH of its whole 
appearance. 

^nttoTetumtothetroo^atPera. The offioers were Qii]j distin- 
goishable by their arms, being as heaTily ladjon as the moL vith a 
knapsack, a mess tin, a doak, and a prayer-<»rpet ; and the different 
corps were attended by numerous wuer-oairiers, with small kaibem 
cisterns under their arms, imd clay drinking-bowla snspendfld from a 
strap about their waists. 

.ASber traversing Pera, the several regiments filed off in diffiBnot 
directions; and 'uie fttubourff resumed its accostomed tranpiillitf. 
The interest of the^ pageant, had, however, been greatly Iwtfimed or 
the absence of the Sultan, who should have been Ira ** head ana 
front;" and I only reconciled myself to the disappointment l^en- 
ga^fip^ to join apmy who were to spend the foUowin^ Fiidigr Jl the 
Asiatic Sweet WatenL where prepaiations were makmg to leoebe 
the QOverei^ of one of the most gorgeous empires of the earth— the 
monarch ofa million designations ! 



CHAPTEia XMV. 

TurUsh Ladies " At Home*'— The Asiatic Sweet W^terjK-Hpibr Qroap^r-Ttm <?] «■« 
of tlie Valley— Hand Mirrors — Holydtrr Groaps — Cotiitesj of ttn^ Oriental Females 
to Strangers— A Gkiard of Hononr-^-Change of Scene— The Foitreaa oif Mahamet 
— ^Amiability of the Turkish Character. 

The traveller wiio desires to see the Turkish women reallr ^ at 
home," should visit the beautiful Valley of Quiuk-Suy, theSweet 
Wat^ of Asia^ on a J^dav during the hot monlhs. This lovel/ 
spot, shut in on three sides by lofty nills covered with vegetatioii, is 
open to the Bosphorus immediatelv opposite to the Castle of Europe, 
the i>rifiK)n of the Janissaries, where the branch-embbwered river 
.which gives its name to the locaHly (hterally " chest-water "), runs 
ripping into the sunlighted channel 

The transition is delicious, as, shooting round an abmot point of 
land, gay with its painted palace and leafy guden, you ^;hae mto the 
deep shadows of the Uttie river, whose fringe of trees throws a 
twilight ^softness over the water, and mirrors itsdf in the calm lipple. 
Beneath the boughs rise, as is usual on every spot of peace and 
beauty, the columned headstones of many a departed Mustafanann ; 
while the birds, screened from the noonday heats, are ever poaring 
forth their glad song in all the gushing joyousness of oonacious 
security. 

Your boatmen, refreshed by the grateful coolness of the locality, 

speedily brin^ you to an onen bridge, which, s^annin^ the river at its 

narrowest pomt, unites the secluded valley, m which the holyday- 

keephi^ crowd are wont to assem\Ae d\msi|^ \^a T^synv^ade suiuinine, 

waw toe more open space on whwiSh ^Si^ey capyft^ffl^ Xcyn^ ^ 

evenwsr, to profit by the waters oi «^ara.^ea\> toa«wni^^*^sD^iMai^ 
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richly adorned with arabesques, and to inhale the fresh breeze that 
sweeps over the Bosphoros. 

The stretch of tun on whidi the ladies spread their carpets drive 
their arabas, and spend the long sununer morning, is screened from 
the river by a small space thimy wooded and approprudbed to tiie 
men, who smoke their chibouks and ei^oy their aoerMt and water- 
melons, far from the gossipry of their more voluble hdpmeets. 
Passing through this 'Hioly ground," j;ou come at once upon the 
lovely nook, which, suirounded on m sides by trees and tbrongid 
with oomnany, affords one of the prettiest caufhd'cnls in the world. 

^ Here the sultanas move slowly along over the smooth turf, the 
vizors of their oxen flashing with foil and plate glass, and the deep 
golden edges of their araba-awnings flittering in i£e sunshine ; while 
tney lean on their silken cushions, with their yathmacs less carefully 
arranged than on ordinary occasions. Here the ^ded carriage of the 
pashi^s harem, with its gailv tasselled draperies and its s^udily 
caparisoned horses, rolls rapidly over the yiel(ung verdure ; wmle the 
yeued beauty wiwin screens her pure pale loveliness with a fieui of 
feathers, which serves at once to amuse her idleness, and'to dirolay 
the f aiiT-like hand that grasps its ivory handle, with the priceless 
gems which glitter on the slender fingers and the taper wrist. Hca«, 
the wives of the Bey, the Effendi, ana the Emir, spread their Persian 
carpets and their crunson rugs: and, whiJel^e dder ladies remove 
the fold of muslin which veils the lower portion of their feuses, and 
indulge themselves in the luxury of the kademi-chibouk^ or wonian's 
pipe, the younger of the party find amusement no less engrossing in 
the re-arrangement of their head-dresses with the assistatLce of a hand- 
mirror rthe constant travelling companion of a Turkish female), which 
is held Dv a slave who kneeb at the edge of the (»rpet. 

These nand-mirrors are the prettiest toys imaginable ; and the taste 
displayed in their decoration, as well as the expensive materials of 
which they are frequently composed, prove their great importance in 
the ^es of an Orients beauty. One of -these indispensable playthings 
Is oonstantl V beside her in the harem ; every latticed araba has four of 
them panelled into the ^ding of its interior, in which she may see 
her charms reflected during her drive ; and no Turkish lady would 
ever undertake the three hours' voyage from Buyukd^ to Stamboul, 
without carryrog along with her the beloved ainali. 

Some of these mirrors, which are universally of a circular form, and 
generally provided with a handle of the same material as the setting, 
and simihirly ornamented, are mounted in a frame of richly diased 
gold or silver, studded with precious stones ; but these, as I need 
scarcely remark, are to be seen onlv in the imperial seraSs, or in the 
palaces of the most wealthy among me nobles. Others arie of cploured 
velvets, wrought with seed-pearls in the most delicate patterns, or 
workea with gold, which the Turks do to perfection. Nor are the 
meaner alasses without their ^uim/w, framed m wood, gaudily painted, 
and frequently most minute in size. „^ 

The Valley of Guiuk-Su^, thronged aa l\iaN«i «Si*«CK^\ft^^ ^*^^^. 
it, presents a scene essentially OrientBl inita ^2ia»2»JcX«t . '^^^S^^^ 
earered caniagea moving along beneaitibL i^'a \,Tfi«ar-^»ft^^^^^^^**'^ 
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groups scattered oyer the fresh turf— the constant motion of the 
attendant slaves— the quaintly-dressed yendors of mokalibe and tekU 
(or sweetoieats) moyin^ rapidly from point to point with their plateaux 
upon their heads, furnished with a raised shelf, on whidi the crystal 
or china plates destined to serve for the one, and the pink and yeQow 
glories of the other, are temptingly disjplayed-^the jMMOKr^merdiaDt, 
with his yoke upon his shoulder, and his swinging trajrs coy ea«d with 
little brown day basins, showing forth the creamy whiteness <^ his 
merchandise — the yagrant exhibitors of dancing bears and grinning 
monkeys— the sunbumt'Greek, with his large flapping hat d Iieg^ioni 
straw and Prank costume, hurrying along from group to grom> with 
his pails of ice, and recommending his delicate and perishable Inxory 
in as many languages as he is likely to earn piastres — ^tiie ne?er- 
failing water-carrier, with his large turban,'his graoefrd jar of red 
earth, and his crj^stal goblet — ^the negroes of the higher harems, laden 
with carpets, chibou]^, and refreshments for their mistresses — the 
fruit yendors, with their ruddy peaches, their clusters of purple gmpes 
from Smyrna^ their pyramidically-j)ilea filberts, md their nch plums, 
clotiied in bloom and gathered with their fresh leaves about them— 
the melon-merchants sitting among their upheaped riches — ^bejkuteh 
with tiieir emerald-coloured rinds, and the musk-melons^ looking like 
golden balls, and scenting the breeze as it sweeps over lliem— the 
variety of costume exhibited by the natives, always most striking on 
the Asiatic shore— the ringing rattle of the tambourine, and thesEarp 
winr sound of the Turkish zebec, accompanied by the shrill voices (x 
hall a dozen Greeks, seated in a semicircle m front of a beauty-laden 
araba^ all combiae to complete a picture so perfect of its kind, that, 
were an European to be transported to Guiuk-Suy, without any inter- 
mediate preparation, he would believe himself to be under the spell of 
an enchanter, and beholding the realization of what he had hitherto 
considered as the mere extravagance of some Eastern story-teller. 

The-yalley. or at least that portion of it which I am now describing, 
is further embellished by a magnificent beech, called the Sultan's Tree, 
beneath which the imperial carpet is spread for his Highness when be 
visits Gmuk-Suy. And a little beyond this rises a platform shaded 
with willows, and occupied at one of its extremities by a handsome 
head-stone. I could not learn what favoured dust had been deposited 
on this sweet spot. 

When we had selected a pleasant nook, and had spread our carpet, 
arranged our cushions, and provided ourselves with frxdt, one of the 
nartv started on a shooting expedition among the hills • and my friend 

Madame S and myself strolled round the magic drde, which 

became each moment more thronged. We received man^ a gracious 
salutation as we moved along, m return for our glances of inyoluntary 
admiration, and at length were fairly stopped bv a smiling entreaty 
that we would inform a narty of ladies, who had been too aristocratic 
in their ideas or too inaolent in their habits to descend from their 
araba^ who we were, whence we came, and to answer a score more of 
those simple questions, which make a daiviCL «ri^i \i»Qni vour patience. 
Not one among them was pretty, Wt V^i^^ ^«» ^ Tjwa^fe «wSl ^^kA.- 
nMtured; and/u they did ask us icvstay \toMB&^\as3si vsMKros^SiMaB. 
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not in any possible way, they at least commimicated to us, in their 
turn, a variety of circumstances relating to themselves, which regarded 
ns qnite as little. 

iJothing can exceed the conrtesy of the Turkish ladies to strangers. 
They always appear delighted to converse with an European female 
who seems disnosed to meet them half way ; and they do so with 
a frankness ana ease which at once destroy every feelins oiqSne on 
the part of the stranger. In five minutes ever^hing tney nave is 
at your service ; the fruit of which thev are partaloug, and the scented 
sherbet that thev have prepared with their own hands. To make 
acguaintance with them, you require only to be cheerful willing to 
indulge their harmless curiosity, and r^ to return their civility, in 
as £Eir as yon are enabled to do so. Th«re is none of that withering 
indifference, or that supercilious scrutiny which obtains so much in 
Europe, to be dreaded from a Turkish gentlewoman; but there is, on 
the contrary, an earnest urbanity about her which is delightful, and 
which emanates from the intuitive politeness so universal among the 
natives, coupled with a simplicity of feeling,^ and a sinceritv of ^good- 
nature that lend a double charm to the courtesies of life. Nor is the 
2 re less satisfied tiian the heart, in these moments of agreeable, 
though brief, communion ; for the graceful bearing of an Oriental 
female greatly enhances the charm of her ready kindness ; and her 
self-possession^ and dignity of manner, render ner suj^rior to the 
IMdtry affectation of assumed coldness ; while they convmce you that 
she would be as prompt to resent impertinence, as she had been 
ready to proffer courtesy. 

when we bowed our adieu to the party in the araba, and prepared 
to continue our stroll, the elder ladv presented to ns four large 
cucumbers, a vegetable highly relished by the Orientals, and eaten By 
them in the same manner as rruit. Of course we accepted the offering 
in the spin^jii which it was made ; and I merely mention the circum- 
stance, triml as it is, to nrove the truth of my position. The ladies 
had beeii r^^alinff themselves with this primitive fare when we Joined 
them, and snareof it with us from preciselv the same feeling of cour- 
tesy as an English gentlewoman would nave tendered to a stranger 
the sandwich and champagne of her carriage luncheon. 

No occupation, whether- of business or pleasure, is permitted to 
interfere with the religious dnties of a Turkish female, however dis- 
tinguished her rank ; nor has localiiy or circumstance any influence in 
deterrin£[ her from their observance. It is a common occurrence to 
see the sister of the Sultan alight from her araba at EahaitchanEL or 
any other public place in which she may chance to find herself when 
hia accustomed hour of prayer arrives, and, when her slaves have 
spread her prayer-carpet, Ibieel down within sight and sound of the 
crowds that throng the walk, as calmlv and collectedly as though she 
were shut within one of the gilded chambers of her own serai. It 
were idle to comment uj)on such a fact. 

What a glad scene it was, as we wandered on under the l<5a£^ 
branches of the t^ trees, over the irea\i tuil, \ix^aSiXi^^Q;:Sjf3ji\s^^ 
cod breeze that swept down into the va]ii\!By irom V>a& ewixt^sssia^vsiiia*^ 
gifing and reodving a thnnffftnid ssiutsAaoi^V '^Vti ^\si^»5v^'»A^«tf^ 
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mentarily expected; and many a dark eye was tdnied atinfamls 
towards the entrance of the den and the noble beedi-tree to which I 
have already made aUnsion ; mit they were tamed thither in Tain, for, 
greatly to our disappointment, he did not appear. 

Having completea onr tour of the fflen, we took posseasioii of oor 
cushions, and regaled onrselves with the dehciofiiB watcr-mekms that 
we had provided to refresh ns after onr walk; and a small parfy of 
Turkish ladies shortly afterwards followed, andestaUishedtfaemBttfeB 
under the shade of the same tree, whom we initiated into the myste- 
ries ofpapiUotei, a secret science which has just beqome hujily inter- 
erting to them from their adoption of ringlets. We kanaotomthts 
wiS/these follies for half an hour very pleasantly; and, having skned 
our fruit and sweetmeats vrith our new acquaimanoe, and peroovinff 
that the company were rapidly departmg for the 8earflid& I estaMwhffa 
mvself under a fuie beech-tree to take a sketch of the locality. But 
althouffh comparative^ few persons lemamed in the glen^ I soon dis- 
coverea that enough yet lingered to form a draise crowd about me, 
which effectually prevented my obtaining a view of any olgeot move 
picturesque than a yaihrnaeoi 2kferiMe ; and I was about to give up 
the attempt in despair, when a Torkish officer rarpzoadied, and 
requested me to favour him with a sisht of my sketch-book. 

1 complied at once, and was rewarded for my ready aoqfoiesoenoe in 
the most agreeable way in the world : for, perceiving bv its oontents 
that it was not persons but places wnich I was trauafa rr in g to my 
little volum^ he explained to the ladies who had ffathered about me, 
that I was prevented from prosecuting my desi^ by the &ct of their 
having entirelv shut out the view I most anxious to secure : and at 
the first hint tne v moved aside to the right and left with all tne good 
humour inuHB^inaole ; one succeeding the other in leaning over me, to 
examine my work ; and all rewarding my forbearance with exclamations 
of " Mashallhh*' and " Pek Oiadr 

At length tne little sketch was completed; and, puttiiig up my 
pencils, 1 thanked the officer who had remained on guard over me 
and my undertaking, very sincerely for his politeness ; and we followed 
the crowd along a lovely green lane on the opposite side of the bridge, 
to the shore of the Bosphoros. 

It was indeed a change of scene. The Castle of Europe, odd, and 
white, and bare, cut diar^ly against the blue sky on the opposite 
coast: and, as the channel is unusually narrow at this imint, I was 
enabled to trace more accuratelv than I had ever done nitherto, the 
architectural cypher of the Prophet. 

Within the walls are clustered about a dozen houses ; and their 
inhabitants are bound bv an ancient law not to suffer th& descend- 
ants to marrv without tne precincts of the fortress ; they are conse- 
ouently aH closely related^ and no instance has ever been known of 
tneir having slighted the injunction. 

Immediately Dcf ore me, on the seaward edge of the fine stretch of 

turf in which liie lane terminated, all the throng of comi>any that had 

crowded the glen of the valley durins t\i<& earlier nart^ the dav, 

were now collected together Tmder m<& Vsq& ^oaAsrw ^ % ^si^ju^ 

aresiue of fne trees fring^ the ^xdec d. ^ ^^fflatsD^ w^Xnaae. 
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natmg at the elegaat fountain to 'wbicli I have already made aUusion. 
On one side rose the painted kiosk of the Sultan ; and near it stood 
Hie little mosque, "wiin its slender minaret shooting heavenward, and 
iJmost hidden by the leafy branches of the surrounding trees. On 
the other a cluster of arabas, with their crimson and purple awnings, 
and fringes of gold and sihrer— -while, in the midst, groups of women 
were dotted over the greensward, and ^aily-dress^ children gam- 
bolled in their young gracefulness, making the elastic air buoyant 
with mirth. 

It was a heart-inspiring spectacle ! and it was beautiful to remark 
the kindness and good feeling which pervaded the whole assemblage. 
I cannot understand how any European who has once ccmtemplatea a 
scene of thisdescriptiony cani carry away with him an unfavourable 
impression of the Turkish character. Ihave remarked elsewhere on 
the htfppy freedom from marfftte which pervades the wealthier classes 
of the capitaL Neither superciliousness nor assumption on the part 
of their more fortunate neighbours, withers the enjo^ent of the 
humble and the laborious : the day of rest and recreation levels all 
ranksw and suspends all distinctions ; and thus each is secure to find 
the pleasure wnidi he seeks ; for that pleasure is in itself of so natural 
and simple a description that it requires no combination of causes to 
prodnoe it — a bright sky— a balmjr atmosphere— a lovely landscape^- 
are aH tiiat is necessary to its enjoyment, and they are ever within 
the reach of the humblest during tne long summer season. And when 
to these are superadded the kindly smile and the ready greeting which 
are never withheld in Turkey from those who seek them, it must at 
once be acknowledged that the Osmanhs have made a wise selection, 
in prdPerring to tiie strife and struggle for precedence and the uncer- 
tainty of ummate sucoeaa, which clog the more refined and ^' exclu- 
sive'' pleasures of Europe^ the simple, kindly, and ever-enduring 
enjoyment of nature and umversal good-will. 

JBnt I am committing an error in thus applying the word "refined." 
— ^Are not such pleasur»B as those of Turkev infinitely more refined 
than the elaborated dissipations of the West r Is not the holiness of 
nature a loftier contemplation than the gilded saloons of the great P — 
The power to feel ana to appreciate the noble gifts of the Creator, 
eminently more glorious than the talent to discover the finite perfec- 
tions of the creature? Is not the breeze which sweeps over the 
heathy hill, or through the blossom-scented valley, more redolent of 
ml sweetness than the porfnme-laden halls of luxury ? 

If these be "barbarous" pleasures then are the Turks the most 
barbarous people upon eart^ for in these consist their highest enjoy- 
ments — in than the minister finds his ready solace for the cares of 
office, and the labourer for the toils of weary days; but if they be 
indeed those idiich should be best calculated to impart their charm to 
cultivated minds and unsullied hearts, then, as I have already ven- 
tured to suggest, the Turks have " chosen the better part," and aro 
authorised to smile, as they ever do. in quiet pity at the toil and care 
with which w€l of "civilized" Europe, ^•^ ovos^^ Ss^,^^^ 
helief.tbat we iuive tax outstripped tiiemL m cs^oTOisse^ ^^ ^^^v^ 
menoe; md taQ throughout along ^*b isv ^^asoSiJi. ^v ^ ^xsass*» 
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wMch flits before us like a beckoning spirit, but is ever beyond our 
grasp. 

I was never more struck with this truth than at Guiuk-Suy. I 
never saw the women of Turkey under a more £ivoiiiable aspect 
Every heart appeared to be holding holiday: and wben, as evening 
dosed, we retunied to our caique, and bade amea io tli^v aUev of the 
Asian Sweet Waters, I felt that I knew them better — that I under- 
stood more correctly their social character tiban I had hithexto done; 
and it is an important fact, and one which is well worthy of remaik, 
that the more a European, resolved to cast aside pr<QJudioe and to 
studv the national habits and impulses, comes in contact with the 
inhaoitants of the East, the more he is led to admire the oonsistenpy of 
thought, feeling, and action which influence tiiem, and tiie higji- 
minded generosity with which they tdLerate the jamng and diaoordant 
habits and preiucUoes of their foreign visitors. 

I am obliged to concede that no assemblage of European gentle- 
women would have welcomed among them two female atranffers as 
the Turkish ladies, during the dav which we spent at Gvduk-Suy, 
received my friend and myself. The wandering. uiaooiB were every- 
where greeted with smiles, ur^ to linger, mvited to partake of 
every rural collation; treated, in short, as friends^ rather than per- 
sons seen for the first, and, probably, the' on^ tone. And snai a 
welcome as this might be secured by every Erank lady, did she 
consider it worth her while to conciliate the Toddah. females, who 
are always sufficiently rewarded for their courtesy and Jdndness, hy a 
ga]r smile and a ready acceptance of their proffered dvilily; and yet it is 
a singular fact, that the European ladies resident in Ckmstanthiople 
are scarcely acquainted with one Osmanli fEunfly, and l\have heea. 
asked more than once if I was not frightened of the Turldsh 
women ! 

It were needless to comment either on the illiberality of the preju- 
dice, or the effects which it is so unfortunately calculated to produce 
— effects which are painfully visible, and whose cause is anytmng but 
creditable to European generosity or penetration. 
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ffhe Rdss Effendi^DeVlehfti Hanoom—The Fair CSreaasian^Tlie PMhar-Oen' 
monioos Observances of the Harem-^An Interview— Namik Paaha 9enu» Noorrl 
Effendi— Imperial Decorations— The Diplomar-Torldsh GaUantiy— The Chibouks 
—The Salemliek— The Garden— Holy Homw— The Kioak— The Breakfiut— A 
Party in the Harem— Ndsibd Hanoum— The Yashmac— The Masquentde— TorUah 
Compliments— The Slave and the Frait Merchant— Departure from the PftUoe. 

As I was contemplating a second visit to the Palace of the Beiss 
Effendi^ an invitation reached me from the Minister himself who 
tieqnested me to meet him at six o'clock ^<fc icJ^^ra^iassnaa^xs^^Sa 
iarem, previously to his departure ioi "tiba^TiWiaiLa r^a^fc* \.iteB*A 
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Accordingly; accompanied by a youn^ Greek lady, who officiated as 
my interpreter; and at the hour appomted we landed on the marble 
terrace, and were instantly admitted. 

I have dsewhere remarked on the early habits of the Turkish ladies, 
and on the present occasion they were abready astir, and the slaves 
hurrying in every direction with sweetmeats and coffee. Devlehai 
Hanonm was shnt into her chamber at prayers, and the door was 
guarded by a little slave not more than six years of age, one of seven 
children recently purchased from a slave-ship, so meagre and misera- 
ble, that the poor little innocents had evidently been half-starved on 
their passage from Circassia. One of them had been stolen from the 
very bosom of its mother, and on its arrival in the harem was imme- 
diately provided with a nurse. 

On the conclusion of her prayer, the beautiful Georgian entered the 
saloon in which we were awaiting her, and welcomed us most cor- 
dially. Early as it was, the^unister was already, she told us, 
eng^^Bped with an ambassadorial drasoman; and meanwhile^ sweet- 
m^tts, water, and coffee were offerea to me, of ail which I gladly 
partook, and afterwards strolled into the garden among the sweet- 
scented lemon^rees, to await m^ summons to the pasha. 
' I had taken but two turns in the orangery, when the soft-eyed 
Gmnetem Hanoum advanced smiling toward me; and taking me by 
the Land Qi great mark of distinction from a Torlosh lady) lea me up 
stairs to me apartment to which I Itave abready alluded as having 
been honoured by the temporary occupation of the Sultan. When we 
reached the door, she released my hand, and f eU back a few paces, in 
order that I should iq[>proach the minister alone. 

As the room was veJT- spacious, I had an excellent opportunit;^ of 
obtaining a good view of Ids Excellency, previously to our entering 
into conversatioiL and the first glimpse which I had of him prepos- 
sessed me in his mvour. He occupied the upper end of the sofa, and 
was almost buried amid piles of cushions, near an open window look- 
ing upon the gardoi of the harem, whose myriad blossoms filled the 
aj^fftment with perfiomie. 

Had I not known to the contrary, I never should have sunposed him 
to have been more than sixty yeai-s of a^e, his eye is stiU so bright 
and his brow so smooth. He wore the fez rather flung back, and nis 
robe was of flesh-coloured silk lined with ermine. 

When I entered he was busily engaged with his chibouk, which was 
of the most costly description, the large amber mouth-piece being of 
the faint^ vellow. and divided at mid-depth by a band of turquoise 
studded with brilliants. He suffered me to advance nearly to the 
centre of the apartment before he looked up, but he did so at length 
with a smile of such kindness that I at once forgave him for his eti- 
quettical punctiliousness. 

Devlehai Hanoum was standing about twenty paces from the sofa, 
with her arms folded before her, and the fair Circassian, having, in 
obedience to a signal from the Minister, placed an arm-chair for me 
dosex to his own seat, immediately took. \3C^ Xiex \«»^ai^\«s^^Met, 
The Greek lady by whom I was acoompax^edi 'w^a ^^V» \Rk ^^ ^^^^ 
juxaqyance, induddd in the courtesy csEeaadjadiViTa&N ^s^^ssssa*^ 
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two lioois that I spent with the pasha, she oonsecpieiitly'iaiiaiiied 
standing, or kaning on the back of 107 seat. 

After t^Milnng me for the favonr I had done him, and aasminff me 
thai he had kmg wished to make my aoqoaintanoe, he desired to 
know if I wonld smoke a chibouk : and was mncfa amosed when I 
told hkoi that if he desired I should retuni to my own oonntiy, to 
prove my gratitude to the Turks for all the kindnww and coortesj 
idiioh they had shown to me. he must exempt me firom the peiil m 
sudi an encounter with ''the scented weed." Hie aooepted the 
anclogy at once, assuring me that he was desirous onlr to give me 
plbasure ; althoo^ as I was the firat Frank lady to wnom he had 
ever s^xikeny he might probably not suooeed ih. proving his sin c eritf . 
Sweeoneats were then handed to me by a slave, and snbseqqeDtly 
coffee by the tair hands of Gomef^m HanouuLjrat my poor young 
finend was still excluded from the courtesy. W ater is never offered 
in the presence' of a great personiw^ 

• I had not been haS-an-hour with the Ifinister ere I was ooinvinoed 
that he was rather a good thana great man. There waa a gentleness 
and boievolenoe about him that were delig^itfiil. and as he stroked 
down his white beard, and looked towards mewith asmiletxf ming^ 
amusement and curiositv, I thoi^ht that I had never seen a more 
^' green old age;" but, althoufih ne toudied on a variety of subjieots, 
and asked a variety ol questions, th^were of the most oommon- 
plaioe description: and he appeated infinitely more gratified by the 
admiration which I expressed of the magnificent mamage festivities 
of the Princess, than oy the compliments that I paid to the rapid 
progress of dviuzation and improvement among the people. 

The only subject in which he took a marked mt^est was the 
deme.of popularity enjoyed by the present Tm^ish Ambassador 
inJjQndon. 

He asked if I had known Nourri Effendi, andl answered afimna- 
tivelv; upon which he immediately inquired if he were popular in 
Xiondon. 

I replied candidly that, since he did me the honour to ask my 
opinion, I should say, judging &om what had fallen under my own 
observatioh, decideolv not. That I believed Nouni Effendi to be a 
veiy ji^ood man : but that he was extremely ill-calculated to make his 
way m I^hmo, or to give so favourable an impression of the nation 
which he represented, as, since I had resided among the Turidah 
people, I f dt anxious should be produced on the minos of my own 
oountrvmen. That he could not speak any European language, had 
forbidding manners, and made no attempt to identify himself with 
the feelings and habits of the people among whom he resided. 
- He nen mentioned Namik rasna, and said lau^^iingly: ''I know 
that the ladies of Ibigland preferred him ; and I have heard that the 
ladies are very inflnential in your country. -rYes, yes-^e Pasha was 
young; well-looking, and gallant ; and spoke Frendi fluently. Nourri 
Effendi will never make his way among you as his predecessor did, 
but he is, nevertheless, a good man ; and perhaps they were not aware 
in Bng^d that he was Secretary to ^kb&'^x^A. 
To&erved that Namik Pasha UoaJi^ ^muM^ w^Si^cDQ^i 
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Customs, and made liimself acceptable to every 80ciet:ir into which he 
entered ; and that, in so far. he was oonseqnently infinitely better 
fitted tium his snccessor for the post of ambassador at a foreign oonrt. 
Tlie Minister locked steadily at me for a moment, and thai said play- 
fully, ''You are half a diplomatist jonrself— I had heard as much 
before; this is the first time in my lite that I ever oonyersed with a 
IVank female, and since we have fallen upon this subject, I should 
like to ask you one more question before we abandon it. You have 
now been many months in the country, and were you at liberty to 
select the next Turkish Ambassador to iRnglaTid, tell me firuiklyi whom 
should you choose P " 

I could not forbear smiling in my turn; but I replied without 
hesitation, ''Eeschid Bev— 4iie present Minist^at Pans. • It is such 
individuals as Eeschid Sey who prove to Eiux>pe what the Turiu 
already are» and what they are capable of becoming;;— men of fine 
mind and gentleman-like manners, as well as of sound judgment and 
high character. Had the Sublime Porte sentEeBchidSev tolxmdon 
a year or two ago, the English would have had a more exalted opinion 
of its diplomacy than they now have.'' 

Little did I imagine when I thus undis^^nisedtr gave my opinion of 
the Turkish Minister to Youssouf Pasha^ that the firman would be 
so soon despatched which contained his transfer to the court of 
England : and I was not a little amused whenl was told some time 
afterwards that the Beiss Effendi, in avmg the infonnatia^ 
Bey's arrival in Londonto a finend of mine, added with a quiet smile; 
'* lou mur as well tellyour Prank friend that the new IleJU is in 
England oefore her. She will periiaps be diad to hear tiiat he is the 
individual whom she would have herself selected." 

Item the TuAish Ambassador he digressed to the King of EngiiMid, 
and assured me that there was no European monardi rar whom the 
Grand Seignior entertained a more affectionate regard. Indeed, he 
talked so long and so fondly, not only of our good sovereign, bux of 
his people also, that had I not previously known him to be deeply in 
the JElnssian interest^ I should have believed him to be as sincere an 
Anglo-Turk as any individual tiunoujg^ut the Sultan's dominions. 

An apology fcnr^ having receiveiTme in his morning dress, rather 
than keep me waiting; led us to the suhject of costume cenerally ; for 
I could not offer a b^ter reply to his politeness than ov expreaane 
my admiration of that which he wcne* and declaring now much 1 
considered it preforabb to the Europoin frock-coat. He appwed 
gratified by the assurance, and took this opimrtunity of desiring 
GoDJel^ HMiftnm to biing out his decorations, in order tiiat I might 

dge of the taste and magnificence of the Sultan; and truly I never 

held anything more cosuy. 

'Rua first, wmch had been delivered to him with his diploma of 
Vizier, was an elaboratelv mounted medal of gold, inscribed with the 
cipher of the Suhan, and the rank of the wearer, splendidly frramed 
with farilliants. But the dipknna itself interested me much mne: 
it was enclosed in a wnq;>per of white satin, tBiteDtti^^r&3BL^^fsc&.%s^ 
tassels ofgoM, and occupied an immenaft ijbfixd(. ^ ^^^^^^Q^^^*^^ 
iume of .ilbh stood at the head o£ tbfipM5b vM^Vi^^ 
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it, but in much lar^ diaiacters fiffored the cipher of the SalUn; 
these were wiitten m ^Id. aswere also the name of tiie Vizier him- 
self, which oconrred m the body of the docomei^ and the word 
Staznbonlatthefootofthepa^ontheleffchand. 13ie lemainder of 
the ccmtents were shnplr traced in ink, bat the diaracters were 
beantifiiUj formed; and at the back of the sheet were the signatures 
of Noam MendL who had drawn up the document, as a vondier for 
its aoduaoy, and that of the nasdba himself, as an acknowledgment of 
the doties to which it pled^fed hun. 

Haying replaoed the dipkmuk, the Mimster next pat into my 
hands a minii&;are portrait of the Sultan, surroonded hw a wreath, of 
which the flowers were diamonds and the leaves wrongnt in enamd : 
enclosed within a second frame-work of the same precioas gems, formed 
into emblematical devices, and daralingly brilliant. This magnifioent 
decoration was appended to a chain of fine gold, and secored by a 
diamond dasp. 

When I had sofSoiently admired it, the gallant old man bessed me 
to wear it for an instant m order thi^ it might acqnire an aocutional 
valoe in his eyes : and the gentle Gonjef^ Hanonm flnng it over my 
heacLand entan^^ the cham in my ringlets^ to the great deli^ ca 
the Vmer, who watdied the progress of its release with gennine 
epjoyment, and told me that he nad never before seen his decoration 
to so moon advantage. 

Tine only drawback to these costly ornaments exists in the fact that 
they are insecore possessions : as, in case of death or dismission from 
office, they are retomed to the Sultan. It was consequently with 
even more pride, that the Minister exhibited to me a smaller, and 
perhaps more elegant order, bestowed upon him by his Sovereign as 
an acknowled^nnent of his faithful services to the Porte ; accompanied 
b V an intimation that on his decease it was to be tranisf erred to his 
eldest soil, in order that it might serve to record the regard and grati- 
tude of his master for the exemplary manner in which he had ever 
done his duty to his country. 

I was not a little amusea at the epicurean manner in which the 
Yizier smoked. Everv ten minutes his chibouk was changed by one 
or otilier of his wives, by which means he merely imbibed the aroma 
of the tobacco, while he had an opportanity of displaying the variety 
and costliness of his pipes, without bdng guilly of any apparent 
ostentation ; but, handsome as some of them undoubtedly were, that 
of which he was making use when I entered was infinitely the most 
beautifdL 

When I rose to take my leave, my courteous entertainer begged that 
I would remain as long as I found any amusement in the Palace, 
assuring me that everv effort should be made to render my visit agree- 
able : imd that the salemliek should be as free for me as the huem, 
if I desired to see it. Of course I accepted the offer; and, on leaving 
the Pasha, I found Emin Bey and a negro waiting to conduct my 
friend ana myself through the mysterious passages which connect the 
two portions of the establishment. In the salemliek itself there was 
JUfibfo^ reniarkable. It was a handaicsm.e Vosaaib, ^i^ ^^Xk^ \s^. "u^ 
^i^^QoiaiteJfcleaia; the greatest cihanatomeccD!^^'^^^^"^'^^ 
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which, after the closely-latticed and stifling apartments of the women, 
were truly agreeable ; nor was the feeling of enjoyment lessened by 
the sight of a crowd of birds, that, entenns throogh the wide case- 
ments, with the snnshine glittenng on their wings, and the song 
of liberhr gashing from their throats, sailed to and fro the 
vast apartments, as though they conld appreciate their magnificent 
comfort. 

But the garden was a little paradise, with its fountains of white 
marble, its avenues of oran^ tiess. its beds of roses, and verbena, and 
geraniums, formed into a thousand fanciful devices ! And before I 
could make up my mind to leave it. the young Bey had so loaded me 
with the fairest flowers he could select, that 1 breathed nothing but 
perfume. 

We were greatly amused, on passing one of the marble brid^ 
which are flung over the street to connect the grounds, at the astonish- 
ment of a party of worthy Mussulmauns who chanced to look up as 
we were crossing, attracted bv the unwonted sounds of female voices ; 
and the "Mashatl^hs!" with which they greeted our apparition. 
"Who can thejr beP*' asked one; "And how came they there?" 
" She with the fair hair is a Frank as well as a Giaour ;" was the reply 
of a second : " I would swear it on the Prophet's beard. The infidds 
are makin? way among us indeed when their women are thus at 
liberty to shew their unveiled faces in the salemliek of one of our 
great pashas; but it is no affiair of mine — MashalRh — I trust 
mGod!" 

The kiosk of the Beiss Effendi was by far the most beautiful that I 
had yet seen : — ^a painted dome, representing the shores of the channel, 
occupied the centre of the roof : and beneath it a graceful jet d*eau 
threw up its sparkling waters, which fell back into a capacious basin. 
The walls were washed bv the Bosphorus on the one side, and covered 
with parasites on the other * and it was floored with marble of the 
most dayy.liTig whiteucss. Mere were collected the younger sons of 
the Minister, and three or four other children, amuBing themselves by 
running barefooted round the basin, and suffering the glittering dew 
of the fountain to fedl upon them in its descent : while each was 
laughing out in his young joyousness'^as he marked the driijping condi- 
tion of His companions, and forgot that he was himself in the same 
predicament. 

On our return to the harem we found the breakfast served, and sat 
down, attended by Conjef em Hanoum and ten femab slaves, to par- 
take of a repast, of which the dishes had been sent from the table of 
the Ministei^ who was also about to make his morning: meaL Con- 
fectionary, pillaof, and stewed meats, were succeeoed by some 
ddidous fruits; and when these had been removed, and I had 
emptied;a goblet of sherbet the colour of amber, we joined the party 
in the great saloon. 

And a numerous party it was ! About a dozen hanoum8,'all splen- 
didly dressed, and with their turbans sparkling with diamonds, 
were sguattea in a group upon the sol«b\ wA 'ybl %xi \QS^3a&.^\R^«- 
m^ place in the very midst oi them, witti m^ l««X ^xi^^^'s^^J^ 
to watch the departure of the p^:^ Nf\io&^\»2t^ xoassaRa^^s^^ 
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TOweriL and oorered mUi Fenian carpets, was inithig to oanTsy him 
to the Sublime Porte. 

Away he went at last in fine styki attended by his aecntey, his 
chiboaiihe, thiee officers of his honsdiqld, and two scddiers; and as 
soon as ne was «&irly out of si^iht, the coriositT of all tfaepaity cen- 
tred upon me. They ran theur hands akoff the aatjn of my pelbs^ 
asked me if the brooch that confined my collar was golcL whether I 
made my own rLofcs, and if 1 would teach them to coil their hair. 
Having satisfied them on all these points, I looked lonnd the drdein 
iny toiiLand made an aomui^atanoe with the young and brig)it-eyBd 
Nesib^ jSanonm, the sLner-in-law of the Mmister, and hex lofcly 
infEint. . 

^ As the supreme hijdi breeding of the harem is no knger its peipe^ 
tnal idleness, several of the ladies were enm[ed in needlrnvrki 
principally in embroidering handkerchiefB, and Joutting a boane kmd 
of lace tor trimininjBr the bosoma of their chemisettes, and when eadi 
had settled hdrseli to her emploTment, Gciqef ^m Himninn^ proposed 
jgifin^meakfisonintheartof anmiging a jmuAmiv, an adueranent 
snfflciflntly difficult. # 

A skVe was aooordinfl^ despatched into her chamber in seaidiof 
the kmg scarf of muslin necessary to the operation ; and in ^je 
minutes I had undergone so perfect a metairioiphose tiiat I coold 
aeaiodyincofpiize myself wbenTdaiiced into ^ Theddi^ 

of liie wb(3e party was uhboimdea; and nothing would satisfy them 
but pij ^ding a feridjie to my ye£L and presenting myself to the 
Buynfi Bimpum. The yoluminous cloak m daik cloth was aooord- 
in^py thrown over me, and with considerable difficulty I was tao^t 
to manage ft with some degree of grace; after whidi the laoh^ing girl 
drag^ me towards the apartment of the yenerable lady; and 
entCTU^ )before me, announced that a mnuscfir, or guest, desired to 
beadmitted. 

On the invitation of its occupant, I advanced, making the iemiua * 
wit^ aH the ceremony necessary to continue the deceit ; and it was 
not until I had kissed the hand of the Buyuk Hanoum, and stood 
uprig^ before her, that she detected the masquerade ; but when she 
did so. I was overwhehned with exclamations and entr^ities. I was 
beautiidl-^reBistless— I should tumithe head of every True Believer 
in StambouL Why did I desire to return to En^^land, when ti^ere 
was not Ajp^fiha in CSonstantiikmle who would not 6onsiaer me ** the 
Light <^ the HaiemP '' Would I become a Turk P— and^a thousand 
other ejadaktiops of like import. 1r 

When tiie sensation had partially subsided, I retnmedtp the saloon; 
and as t^e yiuhmae had previouslv been arranged in tne manner in 
which it is worn by the ladies of tne serai, I took a second lesson, to 
enable me to put it on in the mere g;eneral fashion; and I ^en 
amused myself for five minutes in watchmg the manGBUvres of a dave 
who was purchasing some water-melons from a fimit-caique. Nothing 
coold be more ludicrous : the great gate of the harem was uar, and 
one of the cai^ejhes stood on the tcrnyce, ^lyi Vm\l \K<& ^iMst team big 
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companion ; after wluch he advanced towards the entrance, and rolled 
it through the open s^aoe on to the marble floor Wond : l^e dave 
funning after each as it appeared, and grasping it with both hands, sa 
she hddit to her ear, to ascertain if it would give out tiie splasmng 
sound, without which it is of no yalue-^laying aside those ihat she 
iipproTe4 and rolhng bade ihe others with a Telocity that gave her 
the appearance of b^ng engaged at a game of bowls with the Greeks 
on the terrace; talking, moreover, all the time with an eamasrtaiess 
worthy of the occasion. 

I loitered away another hour with my amiable hostesses, and then, 
looking at my watcL I urged a previous aunigement. in order to 
overcome theur kindly entreaties that I would spend the remainder 
of the day with them; and having bade adieu to the Buyuk Hanoum 
and her numerous gui^sts, and promised to pay her another visit before 
I left Constantinople, I once more quitted the hospiti^lB halls of the 
Beiss Effendi ; carrymg away with me the liveliest feeling of gratitude 
for all the attentions wnichl had experienced from every monber 61 
his family; 



CHAPTER XLVI. 

TarUsh Madliouses— SuireiUiaice of Sultan Mahmoad— Self-EIec^ Saintu— 
Lunatic JBdtaMlshment of SoUmani^— The Mad Flither— The Apostate— The 
Sottaii's jQgi;!^— The SlaTe Market— Chanhee. 

No traveller who can string his nerves to the trial, or rather who 
will not. suJSer himself to be scared bv the idea of a Turkish mad- 
houscL shotdd &il, while at Constantinople, to visit the Timerhazib^tOr 
Lunatic Establishment, dependent on the Mosque of Solimani^. He 
will encounter nothing to disgust, and comparatively little to distress 
him, for all is cleanly, quiet, and almost cheerfuL For mvself, mor- 
bidly sensitive on such occasions, I shrank from the task which I was 
nevertheless resolved to achieve, until the eleventh hour ; and iny only 
feding when I looked around me — 

** Where laughter is not mirth, nor thought the mind. 
Nor words a language, nor eren men mankind,'* — 

in tiie madhouse of Solimani^, was one of intense relief, on finding 
that my owntUseased fancy had so far outrun the reality. 

It is, however, to the universal surveillance of Sultan Mahmoud 
tiiat the unfortunates who tenant the building are indebted for the only 
comforts which they are still capable of enjoying ; for but a few years 
ago they were unimproachable to the stranger, from the filthy and 
neglected state of both their cells and their persons. By an imperial 
oroer, cleanliness and care have been secured to them ; and the cahn. 
and m manv instances, affectionate manner in which they qcmtc^^si^ 
with their teeners, was a convindng piool V)mJs. ^«^ -^^^tfc "^^^^ 
treated The Turks have, moreovex, a 8w»c»>kSqbwa\c^«w»s»^^ 
maae. They bdkve that the s^t Yiaa >»bii T««ftSa«i^>s^'^^^^ 
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and the haUucmated being is regarded as almost saintly;— a besiafi- 
cation, however, of which filth appears to be abnost a oonoinaitaiit 
part in the East : for whenever yon encounter in tiie streets a.wikl- 
Toddng wretch, naif Dervish and half mendicant, — so wretchedly 
filthy that you dare not suffer him to come in oontact with yon as jm 
pass him, — with a beard matted with dirt and elf-locks han^np 
about his shoulders, of which the colour is unai«tingni8hable,-HniCTed, 
swarming with vennin, and apparently half stnpdied with onnmi,— 
should you, amid your disjapiist, make any inquiry as to his identity, 
you are told that he is a samt ! 

This extraordinary race of men (for there are numbers ol them 
about the streets of C!onstantinople) are self -dected in tiieir hohneas ; 
and take up the trade as less ambitious individuals establi^ timn- 
selves in commerce. They affect absence of thought, conoentratian 
of mind, and having projan^essed gradually to a certain pomt, they 
finish with partial abeiration of intellect ; — and this last may, in troth, 
be oftoL real, for the vears of unwashed and uncombed m^ery to 
which they condemn themselves are enough to produce ™*<^^ 
Bagged and wretched as I have described them, tiiese miserable men 
are, nevertheless, obj«;ts of great veneration to the mass of the 
people ; and the i>oorest admac, or porter, will seldom refuse his/»fa 
to one of thesef saintly mendicants. 

The Lunatic Establishment of Solimani^ occupies an inner court of 
the mosque, whose centre is overshadowed by several mag^oent 
plane ixees, planted round a spacious fountain. Three sidra of the 
court are furnished with arches, tiirough which the apartments of the 
lunatics are entered, while eacn is ventilated by a couple or more of 
.large grated windows ; the number of patients in each cell never 
exceecung that of the windows. The most painful object connected 
with the scene, was the heavy chain and collar of iron worn by each 
of the lunatics, which kept up a perpetual clanking as the unfortunate 
moved in his restlessness &om place to place withm his narrow limits. 
The bedding was cleanly, comfortable, fmd profuse ; and many of the 
tenants of tne cells were eating melons, or smokinfl^ their chibouks, as 
tranquilly and as methodically as though they had. been under a very 
different roof. 

Among the whole number there was not one furiously mad, as is so 
£requenuy the case in Europe ; and I was assured that such patients 
were extremely rare. Melancholy appeared to be the prevailing 
symptom of the disease among these hallucinated Osmanlis ; a deep, 
but by no means sullen, melancholy, for very few of them refused to 
reply to an expression of interest or commiseration ; and the feeling 
oTsodal courtesy, so strong among the Turks, had in no one instance 
been destroyed, even by the total aberration of intellect whidi had 
prostrated evei^ other bond of union between them and their fellow- 
men. 

I have mentioned elsewhere the surpassing love of the Turks for 

their children^ and I never fsaw a more beautiful illustration of 

parental affection than was exhibited b^ tba ^ist unfortunate before 

whose cell we paused. Several Gree^ viiSies ww!«as5»ss^^"«i^ *s^>JBfc 

madmm, whose head was plowed upau.>iia'^««^^^^«c^^«»^«^ 
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him, turned his dim, stony eyes upon each with a cold imconscions* 
ness that was thrilling, ontil he met the soft, tearful gaze of a i>ale, 
delicate girl who was leaning upon my arm. When he caught sight 
of her he started from his recumbent posture, and almost shrieked 
out his gladness as he exclaimed — " 3h' child ! my child I they told 
me that you had abandoned me, but I let them say on without a 
murmur, for I knew that you only taxritd ; and you arc come at last. 
— ^Why do you weep P I see you, and I am happy. I have not been 
alone— look here — and he thrust his hand into his breast, and drew 
forth a dove wliich was nestling there ; " I have held this upon my 
heart and as I slept I dreamt that it was you." 

After a moment's silence he. resumed: "I would pive you this 
trembling bird, for you are my child, and I love you ; out it will not 
abandon me. It is my fnend, my playfellow, my child, when you are 
away. It will not leave me, though I am mad. — ^And yet, why do 
they tell you that I am madP It is not so. Po I not know you P 
Am I not your faihsi P Is it because I am sorrowful that they nave 
told you this P'^ And again the pale face was bowed down ; and one 
heavy sob which seemed to rise from the very depths of a crushed 
spirit terminated the sentence. We hurried on — it was profanation 
to make a spectacle of such an agony — ^mindless though it was. 

Nor was the next individual with whom we came in contact less 
painfully interestii^. Strikingly handsome, and not above five-and- 
thirty, he had aheady i>assed four miserable years in the madhouse of 
Solimani^. An Armenian bv birth, and a Catholic by faith, he had 
been induced to embrace Mahomedanism, but he had paid with his 
reason the price of his apostasy ; and this one memory naunted him 
in his ^nretched lunacy. As we paused before the gratmg of his cell 
he bowed his head upon his breast, and murmured out :-^* In Nomine 
PatrUiet Filii, et Spiritus Sancti, Amen." 

Bis look was fastened upon mv father, and some faint and long- 
e£Eiaced image seemed to nse before him, for he smiled sadly, and 
extended towards him his white and wasted hand; nor could any 
other of the party succeed in diverting his attention. Twice, thrice, 
the same words were uttered, and always in an accent of the most 
thrilling anguish. Surely his sin will be expiated on earth, and for- 
given at the last day ! 

Some were merry, and exhausted themselves in song and jest ; and 
some, with a latent leaven of worldliness, asked alms, ana laughed 
out their soulless joy as the coins which we flung to them rang on the 
stone-work of the window. The iug^ler of Sultan Selim — he who 
had taught the great ones of the land to brieve him gifted with a 
power more than human-7-he who had raised the laughter of amuse- 
ment, and the exclamation of wonder; whose very presence had 
awakened miith and merriment, — he, too, was here, caged and chained, 
— the mad prisoner of three-and-thirty wearjr years ! — ^the palest, the 
saddest, ana the most silent of the whole miserable companv. His 
beard fell to his girdle ; his matted locks hidf concealed his haggard 
countenance: his hands were ch^ped xr^u \^\st^aaK.\ vmSJ^^j^ 
not tarn bis head as we approachea hm. 
Ih>m the madhouse, we proceeded to ftifi iJ^ vfosaiisS^— ^ v^^sa 
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court, three of whose sides are built round with low stdne room^ Or 
oeUs, beycmd which projects a wooden peristyle. There is always a 
painful association connected with the idea of slavery, and an insur- 
mouidaible disgust excited by the spectacle of money given k 
exchange for human beings; but, beyond this (and assuredly this is 
enough 1) there is nothing either to distress or to disgust in me slave- 
market of Ccmstantihople. No wanton cruelty, no idle insult ia 
permitted : tiie slaves, in many instances, select their own purchaser 
m>m among the bidders ; and they know that when once received into 
a Toridsh ramily, they become members of it in every sense of the 
word, and are almost universally sure to rise in the world if they 
conduct themselves worthily. The negroes only remain in the open 
court, where tiiey are squatted in groups, until summoned to show 
ihCTiselves to a purchaser ; while the Circassians and Georgians, 

Sinerally brought there by their parents, at their own request, occupy 
e closed apartments, in order that they may not be exposed to the 
gase of the idlers who throng the court. The utmost order, decency, 
and quiet prevail; and a mihtary jB^uard is stationed at the entrance to 
enforoe them, should the necessity for interference occur, whidi is, 
h>wever, very rarely the case. . 

I enected to have had much to write on the subject of the slave- 
market ; but I lefi; it only with an increased conviction of the great 
moral beauty of the Turkish diaracter. I am aware that this dedara- 
tion will startle many of my readers ; but I make it from a principle of 
justice. I knew that the establishment existed— I never thought of it 
without a shudder, nor shall I ever remember it without a pang ; but 
I am, nevertheless, compelled to declare, that I did not wi^ess there, 
any of the horrors for which I had prepared m^lf . The Turks 
never make either a sport or a jest of human suffering, or human 
degradation. Not a word, not a glance escaped them, odculated to 
i^ound the wretched beings who were crouching on the ground under * 
the hot sunshine. They made their odious bargain seriously and 
quietly; and left the market, followed by the slaves whom they 
had purchased, without one act of wanton cruelty, or unnecessary 
intenerence. 

I felt glad when, escaping from this painful scene, bitter and 
revolting even under the most favourable aspect, we found ourselves in 
the Charshee, surrounded by all the glittering temptations of tiie East, 
and deep in me mysteries of tissues and trinkets. The morning had 
been a trying one, and I rejoiced to be enabled to divert my thoudits- 
from the scenes through which we had passed. A thousand brimant 
baubles were spread out before us — a thousand harangues replete 
with hyperbole were exhausted on us : all was bustle and excitement, 
and I forgot for a while the weeping father and the spirit-stridcen 
apostate of Solimani^. 
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HAYXNa obtained an order of admission from one of the ministers, 
m^ fjAther and myself started early one morning £o visit the Portress oi 
Mahomet, commonly called by the Pranks the Castle of Europe. 

I haye already stated elsewhere that this was the ^xstpi&dPhierre of 
the Prophet on the Eoropean coast ; and that the entire pile, forming 
the ohanicters of his name, was erected in six days. The stren«[th of 
,the fortress is much greater than its peculiar constroction would lead 
you to beUeve when seen from the sea, and it is altogether an object 
of extrone interest. 

When our caique topohed the landing-place, opposite the Traitor's 
Gat^our dragoxnauilanded to obtain the authority of the officer on 
guard, who .was sittinc^ on his low wicker stod at the door of the 
fuard-house, which is ouilt upon the diore of the Bosphorus at the 
foot of the exterior wall of the fortress ; and his surprise on asc^i;ain- 
ing our errand was so great, that he scarcely removed the. chibouk 
from his li»^ as he declared the impossibility of his admitting us into 
a stronghola within which no Frank. had hitherto set his foot— the 
first European Fortress of the Prophet— the prison of the Janissaries 
—the— 1 know not what else ne might nave added, for, in the 
midst of his haran^e, he suddenly remembered that one of the two 
applicants for admission on the present occasion was not only a Frank, 
but, worse still, a woman ; and he was just beginning to reason upon 
the fact, when our dragoman stepped m with the announcement of 
our order. 

His scruples were silenced at once, and he immediately very civilly 
sent a corporal and a soldier of the garrison to point out to us the 
different localities ; and two most intelligent men they proved/ to be, 
who, having be^i'two years on the castle guard, were perfectly com- 
petcait to do the melancholy honours of tiie place. 

The Traitor's Gate is the only seaward entrance to the fortress ; 
and, when we had stooped to pass its low, wide arch, we found our- 
selves in a large court, having on our riffht hand one of the four principal 
towers : and predsely that which has nitherto served as a state prison 
for persons of distinction. 

Jd ate iofrer cell of this tower, wVuic^ cien^uua!k& ^K^cni T«Mff»» ^ 
.dmigcoaB.(mme/€d them, however, SQbUBiuusui^>*^ ^ ^^-oa \jsssa& 

T^ 
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descendmg deep into the sea, and beside its mouth is placed a block of 
marble, against which the victim knelt to receive the faJial stroke, 
when the severed head, and the gory stream that aooompanied it, fell 
into the tmmel, and were carried by the current far bi^ond the walls 
of the fortress, the body, thu3 rendered irreoognisabie, being after- 
wards thrown mtothe chaiuieL A deep ditch passes neartiie entrance 
of this tower, which opens into an inner court ; and, as we ascended a 
steep aodivity, and passed beside a rained mosque, we traced the moat 
to the foundation oi a second and lower tower, square in fann, and 
castellated on the summit, distinguished by the fearful appeDatLan of 
the " Tower of Blood ! " The ditch opens immediiately beneath a low 
archway, excavated in the foundation of the tower • and its use is similar 
to that of the tuhnel in the lower {Hison, bdn^ intended to ^vey 
away to the sea all, save the bodies of the crinunals executed within 
its wall, who were invariably the Aghas, or chiefs of the Janfssaries, 
whom it' would not have been safe to have dishonoured in ilife/^fes of 
that formidable bodv, as it was customary tpinsult-tiie lemaiiis ikf the 
less distinsuished of their comrades. * :' ' 

In this mtch cttie of the soldiers informed us that near four hundred 
cases of ammunition had been discovered buried beneath the soil, for 
the private xise of the Janissaries in the event of their requiring sudi 
an auxiliary during anj popular oommotion; and it was angokr 
enough that the deposit was revealed bv the very individual who 
informed us of it, and who pointed out tne spot where his pickaxe 
struck against the cover of one of the chests, when employed with a 
fatigue party to cleanse the moat from its accumulated mth. 

Hence we ascended to the Janissaries' Tower^ the i^rindpal 
object of our curiosity. Built on the highest point ot land within the 
walls, even from the base of this tower you conunand one of the 
noblest views in the world; having on one hand the whole stretch 
of the channel, to the opening of the Sea of Marmora^ and on the 
other, the entrance to the Black Sea— ^e most sublime c(mp iPcni in 
the iDOsphorus. 

Here two additional attendants with lights were added to the 
party ; and, having first visited a recess, or cell, in the masonry of the 
tower, which we entered by a low. narrow archway that had been 
lately discovered, we stood within the secret magazine of the Janis- 
saries, where they had built in upwards of six hundred cases of ^wder, 
and we then commenced pur surve^^ of the dungeons. 

Throughout the whole tower, wmch is of great height, and contidns 
seven ranges {of cells, all of them tolerably lofty, there were but two 
eachots forces, or dark dungeons, evervapartment bemg fiimished with 
a narrow, grated aperture for the admission of air and hgh^ -and a 
small marble cistern for containing water. I wished to explore one of 
the two, but was withheld) by the soldiers, who assured me that, since 
the destruction of the Janissaries, no one had ventured to enter them, 
and that they might be, and probabhr were, aubUeties, where one fidse 
steprwould plunge me headlong to destruction. 

Thus warned, I desisted reluctantly from my purpose ; and. sooth 
to say, we were sufficiency surtoxmdedL \iy\iOTtat«;\ft\» ^s&a^&s^tA 
dispense with one, more or leas. Oxa tmkkX. ijomX. ^*a^^ ^^aBi^>vani^ 
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an extensive aparhnent, with a floor boarded transversely with narrow 
planks, forming; a lattice-work, through which the guard could both see 
and hear the prisoner beneath, and roofed in the same manner. Having 
traced the tower nearly to its summit, we descended ; and passing 
onwsM^ afew paoes at its base, we found ourselves in a compartment 
of the covered way thatoonnecb the towers throughout the fortress, 
and which was famished with large arched doorways on either side. 
Here, within a recess, huu^ an old Homan bow, of such strength that 
no modem arm can ocud it; and: to this, as we were informed, the 
cord was attached used in strangling the condemned Janissaries. I 
confess that I thrilled less at the sight of this instrument of torture, 
than at Uie idea of the refinement of cruelty, which, in a locality 
le^ete with gloom, had selected such a sj)ot for the work of death. 

Hither was the Victim dragged from his twilight celL Here, where 
Hie fresh breeze of Heaven came lovingly to ms forehead, quivering 
among the broad leaves of the wild fig-&ees, and dancing on the sun- 
lighted waters. Hither, where the bright day-beam shed over the 
world a light which to hun was mockery ! What had he to do with 
the frei^ breeze and the (genial beam P His knee was upon the earth, 
and the; cord wa^ about his neck. One gaze— one long, wild, wither- 
ing g^aze^while his executioners were ousied with the fatal noose ; 
onesigl^ the deep concentrated inspiration of despair; a shriek, a 
struggle ; the last grappling of the strong man with his murderers, and 
all was over ; the cord was transferred from the throat to the feet of th(3 
victim ; .and they who were lately his comrades and his friends, seized 
the extremity of the fatal rope, and, dra^mg after them the yet 
quivering boav, it was thu§ hurried ignomimously down the rough and 
steep stone stair which traverses the fortress, ero it arrived at the 
Traitor's Gate. 

But I will pursue the revolting image no farther. As the mans^led 
body was hurled into the sea, the long gun which occupies an emora- 
sore near* the) entrance of the fortress was fired, to announce to the 
anthoijties at .Constantinople that justice had been done upon the 

Barly mominff and noon were the periods usually selected for these 
execntions ; and. few aro the individuals who have been long resident 
in Tarkey who can fail to remember the dismal report of the solitaiy 
giin as it came bopming over the Bosphorus ! 

The few houses built within the waiUs of the fortress are surrounded 
by cheerfal gardens, and are kept in tolerable repair. As we left the 
castle, we were politely accosted by the officer on guard, who inquired 
whether we 4esired to visit the fortress on the opposite coast, which 
was formerly used as a prison for the Bostangis, or Imperial Body 
Guard, the order i^th whidi we were famished sufficing for both. 
But X nad become so heart-sick among the dungeons of the Jannissa- 
ries, that I prevailed on my father to decline the proposal; and >vo 
accordingly re-embarked, and proceeded to the Grand Armoury at 
DolmaSatch^. 

Here agun we were obliged to avwV ovscra^^^ ci\ ^xss. ^x^t>, ^ 
female ever baving been hitherto adm\t\jedLm^i)t5^VXi<&%ij>^^ 
bliabment; but it was merdy tbe ^f^7 cjl «. mom^Ts^.*^^^^^"*^ 
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passed the entnmce, yre stood wif^ a aotdooa ooaH, tdrnang the' 
centre of the qnadnuigl^ surroanded by the entnnoes of Hie aerienl 
vorkshops, and furnisned '«ith an immense' mnble leserroEr oontrdU' 
ins irater tor the sapplf of tiie aitifioers. ' 

The greatest activfty and order piefula tikra^ant the vbole eata- 
blishm^ Fifteen bondred men are consfaukth enqtloved viUiin tbe 
vaUs; and theirwasesTSTrfromone totwashulingaadv, aCtJordnig 
to the difBcnlt; of the woik, and their ability to euonte 4 oiriditaldr. 
No distinctiaii either of creed or nation opciateaa^inatCbienoq^tkin 
of an artificer ; Turks, Greeks, Armenians, Bnkanan^ tmi Jinn are 
alike elkible, if capable of peifoiming their alkitted duties ; bnt the 
most' dimcnlt and Dmshed branches <n the diSbrent departmcBta an 
Armenian woAnl^ vho tin thie best 

The nammB] head of the estsbliahlnent is a Turk ;_ bnt he data not 
interfere be.^oiid making a weekly survey, to ascertain that all is pro- 
gteasing satisfactorilv ; whOe his deputy, who is an Armenian, enters 
into the detail of the labour, makes the contrairts for timber uld 
metal, pws the workmen, and performs every other responsible dnlj. 
^B tinmber of firelocks completed daily, and sent across each evaiinE 
to thg armoury within the walls of the Serai Boumou, was stated to 
UB to averam sevenh ; biit this was probably an cisMtration. 

Th6 mnstel-harrefa are at present bored by hand-machinerT, and 
'between forty and fifty men are conslintly employed at this labour 
alone ' but a substantial and handsome stone edifice is how conatmct- 
ing in'the immediate neifilihourhood, under the superintendence, OiA 
aecolding to the design, of an English arcJiitect, to which thia branch 
of the establishment is to be trwiaferred, and where the Work is to 
be done by steam, by which means a. great ultimate Saving will be 
effected. 

One of the muskets, fiimished inOi » spring lAfonet, was ahbwn to 
Q3, which, although not equal in finish, and more neavj in fbnn, than 
those of Europe, was nevertheless very creditable to an eetabHabment 
that is yet comparatively in it« infancy- I was much amosed by the 
astonishment of a respectable old Tnrk, who was superintendent 
of the finishin g department, when he saw me engaged with my father 
in examioing this musket. "'What pleasure can ajPiaiDt woman find 
in looking at fire-arms?" he aBkea the dragoman. "One of our 
females would be afraid to touch such a thing. Where does she oome 
from? and how came they to let her in h««F" The reply of the 
interpreter surprised bim still more. 

"Mashallilh!" he exclaimed, approaching' me with a look of oomic 
earnestness. " Did the pasha send tart 'Why, she is' but a giiL 
How should she know how to Write' books better Qum oar woman, 
who never do so F" 

" Because your women are shut up," replied the dragoman. 

The Turk nodded assent. " True enough, true enon^ ; they 
cannot learn of the walls. The Pranks see ana hear, and tnru onr 
iandund sea; and that is whj fbeijtaiQWiossit •SQaa-^r^Vfia-Hsoiim 

at home, and ask no qiiealionB." ■ „ , , . 

I sire tbis little dialogue, beosnao A ^srass. m* « ^Ksmt-rcti *».. 
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ncteristiCi How often haye I been reminded by the Turkish women 
that if I had learnt many thin^ of which thev were ignorant, I had 
taken a i^eafc deal of trooble to acquire them, while they had remained 
oomfortably at home without care or fatigue. 

From the armoury we crossed over to the barracks of the Imperial 
Guard, at Scutari, where my appearance created as much astonish- 
ment among the troops as though X had come to take the command of 
the garrison ; and once more I was stopped by the officer on guard ; 
but, as Achmet Pasha had prepared the Commandant for our visit, he 
was immediately summonea by the dragoman, and received us with the 
greatest politeness. 

This, magnificent barrack is. as I have already remarked, nearly 
quadrangular, the centre of the fourth side being occupied by low 
workshops, and a noble gateway opening upon an exercise ground, at^ 
whose extremity, on the edge ot the rbcK, overhanging the sea^ stands 
the Persian kiosk of the Sultan. Nothing can De conceived more 
grand. 'than the view kowL this graceful summer pavilion, whence you 
oommiind the port^ the channel^ the city of ODnstotmople, Pera. 
Gaktt^ and every object of interest and beauty in the neighbourhooa 
of the capital; the nictdresaue Serai Bournou, and far, far away, the 
Sea of Mannora ana tiie dark mountains of Asia. The prevalence of 
northerly .winds had prevented any vessel £rom entering the Golden 
Horn during the three preceding weeks, and a little fleet of about 
tiiirty, merchantmen were lyin^ at anchor under the very windows of 
the kioak, giving the last touch of loveliness to the scene spread out 
before oiEl. 

The whole intericn: extent of the barrack is furnished with arched 
clolstm along OMdtstQEy of the bi^Oiding. by ^^ 
space is ensaxedSsft ^e purposes Of drul and exeroise during ilicle-' 
ment weather j The- IdeanliBess of the rooms was beautiful ; and 
heret as dsewhere, we lad occasion to remark the extremely orderly 
tx)nauct.Ql the troops. We were standing in the yard of a barrack 
containing five thousand men, and there was not sufficient noi^e to 
J^ve annoyed an invalid.. The barrack was constructed to accommo- 
date fifteen thousand, but it is at present garrisoned only bv four regi- 
ments and a brigade of artillery, whose stabling is situated under tnc 
lower range of cloisters. The xitehen is fitted up with steam ; and 
the steam tables .are of white marble, with which material the vege- 
table store is entirely lined. Meat and pillauf are fbrmshed daily to 
the troops in ample qiiantities ; and all their clothing is supplied by 
the govenunent, while the sum allowed as pay. for the purchase of 
coffee, fruit, and similar luxuries, is greater than that given to Russian 
soldiers, who are, moreover, obliged to furnish themselves with several 
articles of clothmg. The workshops were thronged ; that of the shoe- 
makers contiuned a hundred and sixty individuals, who were making 
shoes of every description, from the coarse slipper of the private to 
the neatly-finished boot of the pasha. Every member of the Imperial 
Guard is furnished from these workshops, and five hundred men are 
instructed in each trade, who relieve oma ^asAlsit.tYCL^'b ^^^^c^^^j^^is-^ 

OF SlclcilSSS 

J^e Megiment^l School was a moid olTLte»lcaRS& ^si^^x^^^^^s^"^ 
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nuinbeT of pupils verv considerable, all the children of the Lm)enal 
Guard bdn^^ expected to attend ii^ whatever may be th6 rank of their 
fathers. Many of the sergeants and corpora wdre stadving geo- 
graphy ; and on a table in ihe centre of a second and smaller i^^rt- 
ment, stood a handsome set of Newton's globes. Of the inntative 
talent of the Turks ' I have already spoken ; and on this occasion we 
were shown a map of Icdand, etched bv a corporal of the guard, in as 
good style as any pen-and-ink drawing tnat I ever saw from the OQll^;e 
at Sandhurst. 

The arms, as I have already remarked to be universal with the 
Turkish troops, were in the most admirable order, and the stored con- 
tsoning d9thing were well Med, and very neatly arranged. We 
declined visiting the Hospital as three recent cases of plague had 
occurred there ; added to whi(£ we discovered certain lihTfiatffliings hi 
the sky which denoted a coming stOrm; and, as the passage nrom 
Scutan to Tonp-hann^ is, though comparatively shorty esrtremely 
dangerous in me event of a sudden tempest, we spent half an hour 
with the Commandant in his aparhnen£ where we partook of some 
CTOuisite sherbet, made from the juice of the ereen lemon, and hur- 
ried thence to the pier, laden with a basket of tne delicious gn^pes and 
melons of Asia. But we had already lingered too long-; the wmd was 
blowing briskly from the Black Sea;, and me distant shores were veiled 
in dense and heavy Tanour. 

We had j\ist reached the Maiden's Tower when the gost caogjit us. 
Of all the environs of the Bosphorns this is the most dangerous, for 
the current runs madly out into the Sea of Marmora ; ana thb wind, 
released from the Asian mountains which hem it in to the point of 
Scutari, is suddenly set free in all its violence. Hence it arises that, 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the Maiden's Tower, more caiques 
are wrecked during tne year than in the whole of the channcd ; and 
there we were, every wave dashing angrily against the side of the 
frail boat, and pouring over us its foaming waters, the wind driving 
us down the current, and the Turkish boafinen scarcely able to ejacu- 
late their "Mashallahs !" and " Tushall^s !" from the terror which 
made their teeth chatter in their heads. 

It . was a frightful moment. At one instant we made way ; at the 
next we were carried back by the force of the current ; we could not 
guess how the affair would terminate ; but meanwhile the venerable 
old caiqueghe who pulled the after-oars, amid all his alarm sought to 
comfort me : "Tell her," he said perpetually to the dragoman, " tell 
her that there is no danger: she is a woman, and the fear may kill 
her. Mv heart is sick, and I can scarcely pull, for my hand trembles, 
and my breath fails ; but console her — ^tell her that we shall soon be 
across the channel— that I will put her ashore somewhere — ^anywhere 
— ^tell her what you will, for she is a woman, and I pity her." 

But, nrateful as I was for his consideration, I did not require com- 
fort ; 1 nad already escaped from so many dangers at sea, that I never 
for a moment contemplated drowning on the present occasion ; and I 
took some credit to myself iox \i^\io\5MiR XJoa Vovisssa ^1 \k? sex for 
courage in the eyes of thekind-^ieaiV^^ o^^'^^siSK^^Q^^^^. ^^"^ 
considerable difficulty vrt at lengtli uuwi^i Vk^ ^^Kt ul'l^^^^J^jMsas^^aJL, 
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a voyage homeward being perfectly out of the 'question, vre ascended 
the st^p hill to Pckl wet and weary as we were ; and passed the 
night under the roof of a worthy and hospitable Greek friend^ listening 
to the wild gusts which swept down the chatmel, and congratulating 
ourselves on our escape from a danger as unexpected as it was 
imminent. 



CHAPTER XLVni. 

The Placnie— Spread of the Pestilciice--The Greek Victim— Self-Devotion-^Death 
of the Plapie-smitten— The Widow's Walk— Plagrae Encampments— The Infected 
Family— The Greek Girl and her Lover— Non-Conductors — Plague Perpetuatcrs 
— Vultures— Melancholy Concomitants of the Pestilence — Carelessness of the 
Turks— Rashness of the Poorer Classes— Universality of the Disease in tiic 
Capital. 

• EvEKT one who has even heard of Constantinople is aware that it 
is a city of plague and fires. Of the latter I have already spoken, 
although sLghtly; for it is a singular fact that, although several 
extensive conflagrations occurred^uring 9ur residence in the East, - 
not only in the capital but in its environs, it never was our fortune to 
witness one. 

Of the still more frightful visitation of the plague, I could not 
perhaps make mention at a more fitting moment than the present (the 
commencement of September) when, contrary to the prognostics of 
the sQtidisani conversant in such matters, it has broken out with 
renewed violence in every direction. The imperial palace of JBeglier- 
bey is: deserted in consequence of its having been visited by the 
p^ilence — ^the " Seren Towers " have become a plague-hospital for 
the Greeks. We presented ourselves with an order for admittance at 
the cdebrated seraglio at the point, and found that here the scourge 
had preceded us, and that the gates were closed; even Therapia, 
seated on the ed^e of the shore, and open tb the healthful breezes tfoni 
the Black Sea, is adding daily to the list of victims : and we were 
teceived by a friend at the extreme opposite end of the sofa on our 
return thence (and even that reluctantly), from a dread that we might 
prove to be ph^e-conductors, and infect her family. 

To the honour of our common nature it may be stated that even this 
direful visitation tends at times to bring out some of the. noblest 
qualities of which frail humanity is susceptible. If man mav be 
pardoned a feeling of absorbing selfishness, it is surely in the hour 
when he has before him the prospect of one of the most frig:htful of 
all deaths ; but, even in the short month which has elapsed since the 
disease deepened, examples have hot been wanting of that utter 
absence of selfishness — ^that self-sacrifice for the security of othets* — 
which gives to the fate of the victim aWo^V. \)£ift ^cs».x"aft\R5t ^ ^ssss.- 
Xyrdom. ^^ "^w-^ 

Qnlf a day or two since, a poor Gtec^ VxiiasiXstoo^. «l ^^^^S!^x 
saddenlf aUaoked with sickness, and, tXsM^cijiS Vwa:^ >a& w^^ksr^ 

i 
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symptoms of the mialady. lie immediately proceeded to Mi cottage ; and 
stopping ere he tonchea the thr^old, dUled to his wife, who, aston- 
ished on seeing him at soniMrtftjted an hottr, acnd stmck h^ the change 
in his appearance, was about to approach him, when he desired her to 
stand back ; and then, calmly temnff her that he was nnwell, thoas^ 
he knew not from what cause, and that he was unwilling daring a 
time of i)lafi:ae to run the risk of infecting his family, or of compio- 
mising ms nouse, he desired her to throw mm his fon^ pelisse. If 
it be a mere passing sickness," he added, as he prepared to depait^ 
'' it will only cost me a night m the open air— if it be the plague, yon 
will at least save our few articles of clothing, and the few comforts of 
the cottage— recommend me to the Yirsiin and St. RocL" 

And thus he left his homey and iR^anaered, weak and heart-ftk^ to 
the mountain^. He felt tlutt ti^e br^d was on him : and he went to 
die alone, he knew not how — whether as a wild ana frantic maniao; 
gatherinff strength from the foyer Which would turn his blood to fire^ 
and howling out his anguish to the winds of midnight, without One 
kind voice to comfort, or one fond hand to ffoide him, until at length 
he dropped down to die upon the dt&ip eartn^— or, as a shiYering'and 
palsied wretch, fainting noin thirat imd. quivering with sioknei^ to 
gaze hour after, hour frbnii his bed of "withered leaves or paidiocHip 
ruri^ iqxm-the blue bright) skj, and the myriad stars.- until tfaegr 'went 
out one by onaas, his .sight liEoIed^ and his pulse, ebljea. ' 

On the morrow the wife hastened to the mountains with food, in 
search of herhusbieaid.''} ^lerhad hot tadght' herself fo bdieveuiat 
the plague had touched him, and she feared that he mifi^ suSer from 
hunger. She led one of her childrehby the hand^-^his lavourite cfaild 
— and they were long before they fouim himr-for although the yoong 
dear voice of the boy shouting out his natne. was borne far awaj mm. 
the elastic air of the mountain, there was no answer to the call— aJas ! 
there could be none-^the £Ekther la^ cold add stiff in a gullf <tf tiie 
rock, — the plague smitten had ceased to suffer I . 

The anguish of the unfortunate woman may be conceived. In her 
first agony she sprang towards the body, but the shriek of her diild 
recalled her to a sense of her penl and the fate that she would oitail 
upon her little ones. The struggle was long and bitter : and at 
length she turned away with the weeping boy and returned into the 
village to proclaim her widowhood. 

I nave already mentioned the fact .of my having on one oocaskm 
inadvertently ridden into the midst of a plague^ncampment. Such 
occurrences are, however, rare ; as> in the event of several f3Mwili#« 
being compromised and sent to the mountains, there is generally a 
military guard stationed at every avenue leading to their temporary 
dweUings, to prevent the approach of strangers and to form their 
medium of subsistence. 

A melancholy tale was related to me by a, lady at Therapia, who 

had watched m>m day to day the proceedings of one of these little 

iz20imtain colonies thiou^ a telesco^. It consisted of a miserable 

family ; the father grcy^haaie^ «ii.^ \e^^, wA ^^ wJOaist \«nt and 

patued—the children died tot, oubX oja, ^x\)aa <^«Mfc toa^ W^ 

'^omgUooi more «ft5^ ^^^M^ ^^ ^jsaSt ^cwspi -«\sl^ tm^^ 
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gishlv througli the veins of the aged parents ; and at leng^th the old 
oonple wereleft alone. 

7&ey used t9 sit side bv side for hours under a tree facing their 
village — ^the birth-^lace oi their dead ones, whom they had put into 
the earth with their own hands— but witnin a week the childless 
mother sickened in her turn, and the erey old man dragged a wretched 
mattress to the foot of the tree from beneath which his stricken wife 
had no longer power to move ; and he held the water to her lips, and 
he put the bread into her grasp : but all his care availed her nothing 
— and witii his lean and firembung hands he scratched her a grave 
imder the shadows of thb tree that she had loved in life ; and, when 
the &atli had hidden her from his si^ht, he ky down across the narrow 
mound- to die in his turn. His worldly toils were ended ! 
' Scaioel/ l^s affecting was the devotion of a young Greek girl whose 
lover, smitt^i with pl^ue, was conveyed to the temporary hospital 
at tiie Seven Towers.- No sooner had she ascertainea whither they 
had .carried him. than without saying a word to her parents, who 
woillct ad she well knew, have opposea her design, she left her nome, 
ttid presented hersdf at the portal of the imected fortress abthe 
Unne of tiie young Greek caiqueghe who had been received there on 
the previous day\ Li vadn' did the governor, imagining from her 
youtfi, and the cahn and oollected manner in which she offered her- 
self up ail' ahnbSt oertun victim to the pestilence, that she was not 
awaiie of her danger, endeavour to dissuade her from her project. 
She was immoveable ; and was ultimately permitted to approach the 
bediddd 6t the dyinjg suffer^. 

Not a' tt&ar, not a muii(imr escaped her, as she took her place beside 
his j^iUoW,' and entei^ lipOn her desperate office. In the paroxysms 
of nis mlidne^, as the ^ison was feeding upon his strength and 
grappling' lit his brain; Ifb Spbke of her foncQv— he talked to ner— he 
8^:etciea forth his arms to clasp her — and then he thrust her from 
him as he yelled* out his agony, and his Umbs writhed beneath the 
toiture of this passinjr Spasm. 

And she bore it all unffluinkingly ; and even amid her misery she 
felt a thriU of joy as dhe discovered that pain and madness had alike * 
failed to blot her image from his memory. But there were moments 
less cruel than these, in ^hich reason resumed her temporary sway, 
and the devoted girl was pressed to the fevered bosom of her fated 
lover : and in these, brief 4IS they were, she felt that she was over- 
paid tor alL 

But the struggle even of youth and strength against the most 
baneful of all diseases oould not last for ever— the patient expired in 
the arms of his devoted inistress ; and as he breathed his last, be- 
queathed to her at once his dying smile, and the foul poison which 
was coursing through his veins. She saw him laid in his narrow 
grave: anduien she turned away with the conviction that she, too, 
was plague-smitten ! 

She Old not return to her home* but s\i^ ?\^iC>^ ^l^-^ ^-VkisRAVxss^ 
one of the companions of her youth, and. >a8Aa \:^et \ift»x ^2^^\^^ 
patients ber blessing and her prayers *, and \^iia ^Q.\i^ ^^ ^ ^^"^ 
fmnmtams, and aonght out a soUtary spot \<i\ictevn. \.Q ^^- > 
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knew liow long she lingered, for she wasneyer seen again in Ufe ; but 
her body was found a tew diiys afterwards l)enei^ a ledge of earth, 
in a doubLedrUp position, as thoiigh tbe last spasm had been a bitter 
one. . , 

She .who. had sacrificed herself to smooth the last hours of him 
whom. she. had bved, perished alonk miserabj^ in the wild scditode 
of tiie Asian hills ; and her almost Boman yirrae has met w^ no 
other record than the brief one in which I have liere attonpted to 
perpetuate the memory of her devotion and her fate. . 

B seems as though men Apprehended contagion in the very name 
of the plague, for l£ey h&ye adopted terms that render its repetition 
needless. Should you inquire for a family whidi has become compro- 
mised, you ai!e told 1^ *' they are gone to the mountains," and you 
understand at once that they are infected; and when numbers are 
daily dying about you, in reply to your desire to Ib^bxd. the amount of 
the evil, you. are. answered that there are so many^ or so many 
"accidents." . : . , . 

Every respectable house, and every public establishment, has in its 
* court, or its outer, hall, a. small, wooden erection .pi^eciaely like a 
sen^4)0X;riased:0n.:rpller8,: into which you are obuged to ienter 
during a. penoditf plague, b€%>re ysou .|u:q admitted i^to Ihe interior 
of the.buildisig; and! wh^ you stand .npon a Ibittioed flooring, while 
aromatic herbs .are biunt beneath, whose dimse and heavy vi^ur 
soon envelops you in : a thick J^oks, . which.- is said to prevent 
contagion. 

Every competent authority declares the disease to , be propagated 
b^ con^t I and it is singular to see the care with which every indi- 
vidual passmg along the public streets avoids all collision with his 
feUow-passengers. The lower order of Turks are the g^reatest suf- 
ferers from the ph^e, in consequence of the filthy personal habits of 
the men employed as street-porters and labourers ; their law only 
requiring them to. wash their hands and feet before entering their 
mos<iues, or renting their pra;i^ers : while I have good authority for 
stating that thisl class of individuals purchase :an inner i sarment of 
- dark and coarse material, which they retain day and ni^t without 
removing it, until it faUs to pieces. 

Jf filth be a plague-conductor, it. is not, consequently, surprising, 
that great numbers of these personsi are invariably carried off during 
the year ; and the same cause, doubtlessly, accounts for the excessive 
mortality among the Jews, who frequently increase the spread of the 
evil by possessing themselves of the garmente of the plague-victims, 
which they buy secretly from the relatives ; reckless, m the event of 
a good bargain, of the fatal consequences which may ensue alike to 
themselves and to others. 

This niay appear to be an excess of madness ahnost incredible ; but 
it is, nevertheless, an incontrovertible fact. 

I know not whether it be a common occurrence for vultures fo 
h&unt the environs of the dty during the prevalence of plague, but it 
is certain tJiat wc never saw cmfe 'oaJci^ \^ wnoBKMSRssv'e^-, and that 
before we left they were to \i(i tjmX. '?^V^^B»^sie^/^'OB&Nw:^ 
centre of the shipping, pre^s ^^^^ ^^^ o«i^NX«x\fl^\R«B.^5BM|, 
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into the port, or winging their heavy flight along the mountains, as 
though scenting their revolting banquet. 

There is, to me, something nightral in the terror with which, in a 
season of virulent pestilence, each individual avoids all human bon- 
tact, and looks upon his best Mends as vehicles of destruction : in 
theshrinkin^ofTelativesfrom each other, and the unwonted semsh- 
ness'of usualljfree and generous spirits. Nor is the sensatibn a 
comfortable one with which you remember that you are yourself con- 
sidered as infected, and treated with distrust accordingly ; and in 
moments of depression find yourself speculating in your own mind 
the ' probability of the fear being well-groundea. Does your head 
ache? It is a symptom of plague. Are you sick and faint from 
heat ? It id even thus that ^e pestilence frequently dedares itself 
in the fiinst instance. If you take cold upon the JBosphorus^ you have 
laid the corner-stone of the malady— ana over-fatigue may mduce the 
exhaustion which lends strength to the incipient eViL It is impos- 
sible to describe the effect of this continual necessity for caution; Jbut 
eVen this is trifling beside the constant dread of contact with infection. 
It is vain to aff^ a mad courage, leading you tof set at defiance 
these accumulated dangers : there are moments when an linoonquer- 
able dread will creep Over the heart, and sicken the spirit. 

There are many who do not fear death, but they are habituated to 
associate it in their minds with an accustomed home, and watching 
friends, and anxious tenderness — all accessories tendin§[ to soften the 
pang of disease, and to smooth the path of dissolution. Pew are 
the/ who could contemplate cahnly the death-hour of the plague- 
8mitten-;-the hunted firom . his home — ^haunting the hills in nisjpol- 
luted soUtude, and contaminating the pure air of Heaven by the fetid 
breathings of p€»tilenoe-78hriek]ii|s^ out his madness to the mocking 
moon, — and dying in his despair on the bare earth, a loathsome 
thing, to which even a grave is sometimes denied ! 

And yet, terrible as is the nicture which I have drawn, almost 
despite myself, it is surprising now little caution is observed by the 
TuKs to escape from so direful a visitation. They have an absurd 
superstition tlmt all True Believers who die, either bj the hand of the 
Sultan or by the visitation of the plague, go straight to Paradise, 
and to the arms of the Houri, without the intervention of anv purga- 
torial quarantine ; and they account very satisfactorily for the inne- 
auency of plague-cases among the Franks, by declanng that Allah 
does not love tnem sufficiently to grant them so desirable a privilege ; 
without troubling themselves to remark the precautions tdLcnlby 
Europeans to prevent the spread of the disease, all of which are 
utterly neglected by the natives of the country. It is indeed astonish- 
ing how blindlv the Orientals run the greatest risks, in the most 
unnecessary ana apparently wilful manner. 

I could pile anecdote on anecdote upon the same. melancholy 
theme, but my heart sickens as I record them: and that which I 
have just narrated will sufficiently demonstrate tue im^^t^VAkfJ^^ ^ 
this terrific scoui^ ever being expeWed tk'fc KscwcDten vki^^^?«RK^ 
iioDary measures of the natives. On t\i© s\j\yiecX. ^S. ^^ ^^^^^B^^«^ 
Tarka appear to poaaeaa ndtilei prudexLC^ looit vi^^sKiSs^* ^^ 
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belief in Predestination deepens their natural want of eilertj; and 
thus the malady is suffered to run its deadly course almost rnKsheoked, 
and to sweep off its thousands yearly, amid pangs at whidi 
humanity shuaders. 

Another circumstance which must tend to perpetuate the pesti- 
lence ifi the jBast exists in the fact that, when the local aoAoritiiw 
haye ascertained the existence of plague in a dw^Uns^ the house 
becomes what is term^ " compromised : " and after the fynfly of 
the smitte^ has been .^epted fma sent to tbe mountainsL it is painted 
throughout its whole mterior, deansed, and fumigated, — a process 
.which, owing to the risk incurred by the individuals employed in the 
work, and the species of quarantme to which th^ are suhgected 
during .:^is. continuance, is sufficiently expenidve to deter the poorer 
poi^tipns of tiie population from declaring the .presence of the cnsease 
m their families.; as, combined with their forty days qjf exilB in the 
mount^uns, during which time they are, of course, miable to earn 
anything for .the future support of the survivors, it sat^ects them to 
want f^id misery, which tney seek to evade mr nmmqg a £;reater, 
but, as il^y fondlv bope, less certain risk. THhsj trust to their 
felec^, ,qr oqiutellatiop, j^t .the infection will not spread, and are 
undoubtedly in manv <s$^9es, tt^o more readily induced £p do tlus, that 
,they have jit le^ the .mewotioly.sattsfactLon .of dosing the ^yes of 
then: dead, and dT seeing thepi ^expire amid .their " honaeMd gods^" 
;mste41^j^^ ^ ooe of despairing f^i- 

donmenl^ as weU as of aci^te agpnv, an^ having to seardi for their 
bodies in the desplate spots to whicn their wretdiedness mi^t have 
driven them. 

It has be^ aso^rtaio^ tbi^t i^tmpsphc^cal changes Jiave no influ- 
ence on the plague. It rages amid ine snowrstorm ,f3 yirulently as 
,bene^ tl^e .scorching suns of summer. Diet does not affect it 
The s^eet^porter, living upon plack bread, and fruit frequently imma- 
ture, and the EJffendi, who^e tray is spread with culinary deucacies, 
are alike liable to be smitten. 

Its bngin and its cure are bqth unknown. It is the hair-suspended 
sword ever i^^y to do its work of death; and none can foretell 
the moment in which the blow may come. It chases the hsnghty 
Sultan from his palace, and the labourer from his hut. It is in the 
dose and thic]uy^opled streets of the citv, and on board the 
majestic vess^ that ride the blue waves ot the Bosphorus — and 
h^ is nqt a scapurner in the East who can iorget the nrst o6caaion 
on :which^ wbe^ ne asked the meaning of the g^oom that bung: upon 
men's brows, and the mystierious murmur that ran throng the 
crowd pn.a.^ew outbreak of tiie malady, he was answered by some 
passer-by,—" 1?! is the Plague ! " 

Ihere can be no doubt that at the present time^l*^ the pestilenoe 
has smead feurther and faster than it might otherwise have done, 
from the extreme scardty, indeed, I may almost say want, of water 
in the capital. The poorer classes, whose means render .them unable 
to purcmse this neoessaxy ol H^ «& «si ^sisnbvtant price form the 
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individoald vho established an extemporaneous trade bv freighting 
their caiques with water at the Euroi)eaii villages on the Channd 
and yencQng it in the city, being necessitated to make use of foul and 
stagnant pools for the purpose of preparing their food, and to dis- 
pense almost entirely with a beverage generally taken to excess by 
Doth sexes. 

AJs the wdOis and tanks of the nearest hamlets failed, the water- 
sellers extended their voyages even to Therapia ; and their demands 
became comparatively extravagant. M^i watched the clouds in yain 
— ^the sun set in a blaze of ^Id and purple : and morning broke in 
blushes from behind the Asian mountains — the noonday sky was blue 
and bright— not a vapour passed across its beauty—and no rain fell. 
Women ^crowded about the fountains in the vain hope that each' 
moment the exhausted spring might well out afresh. Cnildren wept, 
and asked vainly for their accustomed draught ; the marble basins of 
the city remained empty, and the bright sunbeams played upon the 
its smooth surface of the glittering: stone. 

On jUie Asian shore, the waters had not yet feuled ; and the famous 
fountain of ^mtari, fed by a mighty volume descending from Hie dusky 
mountam^of Bulgurlh,u, still poured forth its flashinig stream ; but, 
from Home super^tion, whose nature I was unable to .ascertsdn, the 
authorities did not pennit .the transfer of water from, the AsiaUc to 
the European shore ; and this nobla fountain, which woidd have 
supplied all the wants of the city, was suffered to flow on, and waste 
its stream in the cJ^nnel. 

I shall not easier foiget the constant succession of busy human 
beings, who, from day-dawn to dusk, throi;iged the mouth of a well 
not a hundred pac^ nrom pur residence at X^enikeiiy . Every cistern 
in the lower quarter of the village had become exhausted ; but this' 
solitary well, fed from a mountain source, still held out ; and it was 
only by the necessity of lengthening the ropes to which the buckets 
were affixed, and the consequent increase of labour required to raise 
them, that any diminution of the water could be perceived. 

Children of ten or twelve years of age could no longer, as heretofore, 
accomplish this portion of the household toil ; nor woiild they, even 
liad their strength sufficed to the effort, have been able to make it ; 
for as the 4iemand for water increased on all sides, the battle was truly 
to the strone at the village well. Men who met as friends, and erected 
each other Idndly as thev approached it, strove and struggled for 
precedence, until they at length parted in wrath, and frequently with 
blows; while the owners of the neighbouring cottages, to whose 
exckisive use this rorin^g had hitherto been considered sacred, 
murmured in vain at the mtrusion on their privileges, and were fain 
to strive and struggle like the strangers. 

The reason adduced by the Greeks for the abundance of water in 
this well, was the sanctity conferred on it by the priesthood at the 
dose of the previous vintage, when they had made a solemn pro- 
cession to its mouth, and flung in a handful of small ^k«^ 5i;ss& 
contributed for the purpose by tke poorer \£&^\\ASi\& ^ ^Jsifc ^rSas^^ 
jijgnA2//Tase^iu)iv water,vandapmck^OQn&iMX«^^ . -^^^^ 

WMIeand^bnugbt was at its height, a oMmaniflJci qJI^Y^stsssbsi* v>«t 
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vishes mlide a pilgrimage to the Sweet Waters ; where the Barbyses. 
always a venr meonsiderable stream, had shrank to half its accnstomea 
volmne ; ana there, having previonsly prostrated themselves in prayer, 
they performed their eyoiutions romid the princii)al cistern of the 
'^nallcy ; and at a certain point of the ceremony flung into the air small 
vessels of red day. fresh from the potter's lumds, while, as they fell 
back, they besoognt that every empty tank might over^xw, and every 
goblet 1)0 Med. 

The i^)ectaole was a very striking one ; and it was followed by the 
observance of another yet more tonohing. At dnsk the village children, 
walking two and two, and each carrying a bmich of wild flowers, drew 
nciar : the cist^n in their turn, and saiig, to one of the thrilling melodies 
of the COtmtry, a hymn' of supddcation; while at the oondnsion of 
each stuisa, they scattered aportion of the blossoms over the shattered 
fragmieiits of the vases flung into the basin by the dervishes. 

Nothing conld be more affecting ! Man^ shrinking under a con- 
sdonsness of his nnworfchiness, put his jorayer into the month of 
innocent infancy i as though he trusted to the supplication uttered by 
pure lips and gmleless hearts, when he dared not hope for mercy 
tfarongh his own agencv. ' Ev^y evening during the drought, that 
'^linked chain " of clulahood repaired to me same spot, and raised the 
samfoimg of entreaty to an all-powerfol Creator ; and the echoes of 
thd lUlcy flung back Ihe infant -voices of the choir as they swelled 
upon the wind of evening with a cpaihos which affected me to tears. 
It wius only on the day preceding that of our departure from Con- 
stantinople that the prayer was answered ; and, as the li^ht vapoury 
rain fell upon the parched and yawning earth, my thou^t instantly 
reverted to the infant choristers of the Sweet Waters. 



CHAPTER XLIX. 

A Greek Marriage— The Day before the Bridal— The Wedding Garments— Cache- 
mires — Ceremony of Reception— The Golden Tresses— Early Hours of the Greek 
Church— Love of the Greek Women for Finery— The Bi^ial Processiou— The 
Marriage— The Nuptial Crowns— Greek Funerals. 

Thebjb are few ceremonies more amusing (for that is really the 
correct term) than a Greek marriage. ' All is jrutter and gossipry ; and 
so many ancient and classical usages are still retained, that it is a 
curious as well as an interesting sight to a stranger. 

Having received an invitation to the wedding of a fair neighbour, 
I joined a party of friends who were about to visit her, accoitlin^ to 
custom, on the; previous day, to offer their congratulations, and to 
^ve, their opinions, with regard to the bridal gear, as well as to assist 
in. weaying the golden tresses by which a Greek bride is always 
^djstingoishahle. 

We fonmi one of the daagbfcets oi \3tL'& fexxs^'^^a^Mss^Xaxwoe^ 
on the terrace; and, as she stood sn^!H^«sA%xs^\i%\ft.T«^ v^^sws. 



CSBEMONY OF BJBCEFTION. 289 

salutations, her bright black eyes dancing with joy, nnder the shadow 
of an overhanging vine, whose clusters- of rich purple grapes fell 
temptingly throu^n the open trellises, she formed as prettv a picture 
of young, gay, light-hearted beautv, as the eye ever lingered on. Wh^ 
we had exchuiged compliments, she led us through the centre saloon 
to an inner apartment, where we found the bride elect ; a fair, dove- 
eyed girl who was sitting upon the sofa with her hand dasped in that 
of one of her young companions. 

On one side of we room were- displayed the bridal dresses, and on 
the other were collected all the smaller articles of her toilette. It 
was a confusion of bloncL and gauze, and flowers, and diamonds : 
satin slippers, embroidered handkerchiefs, and cachemire shawls; ana 
I really pitied the owner of all this finery, when I remarked how much 
she was narassed and oppressed by the commotion which surrounded 
her, and the crowd of company that came and went in one endless 
stream. 

Sweetmeats and coffee having been served, every article of the bridal 
costume was exhibited separately to the guests, commented on, and 
replaced. The shawls and jeweb were examined with the most earnest 
attention, for these gauds are the glory of the Greek women, who, in 
speaking of a married acquaintance, seldom tell you that she is happy 
from being the wife of a man of amiability and high principle ; but 
invariably reply to your inquiry by the assurance that she is a most 
fortunate person, to whom her husband has given six or seven 
cachemires ; or, that she is, poor thing ! very much to be nitied, having 
been thrown away upon an mdividuaf who can only anord to allow 
her a couple of shawls! To such a heipfht, indeed, do the Greek 
ladies carry their love for this article of dress, and their desire to 
display it, that thev wiU. suffocate in a cachemire during the hottest 
dayin summer, ana even wear it in a ball-room ! 

When all the bridal paraphernalia had been exhibited, the mother 
of the bride entered the room, carrying in one hand a filagreed silver 
essence bottle, and in the other a censer of the same material, in 
which were burning aloes, mvrrh, and perfumed woods. IN^Ikjn^ the 
tour of the apartment, she flung the perfume over each individual, 
varying her address according to the circumstances of the guests. 
To the unmarried she accompanied the action by saying, ''May 
your own bridal follow I" — ^while to the matrons of the party she 
said, *' May you also see the bridal of your children !" 

When the old lady had withdrawn, all the more youthful of the 
visitors formed a group in the centre of the floor. One laughu^ girl 
hdd a pair of diminutive scales ; and another was laden with the 
C^ttering^ skeins of flat gold thread, of which were to be woven &e 
8inf:ular head-dress to which I have already made allusion. The 
gallantry of the bridegroom had induced him to send iortj drachms 
of this expensive gewgaw to his fair mistress, instead of ten, — the 
larsest quantity tli^t the laws of the Greek Church allow to be worn; 
and the first care of the party was, consequently. t(^ ^'^'V&j^ ''^ 
sldens, and to weigh out tfce portion de&\imie^ i<at m<6 \kxsaa. ^^^^^ssa. 
this had been accomplish^, a score oi \xa -wci^ «ns^a^^ *»• '^^^^ 
Jie threads were drawn out singly, m \s!^^ Q^ ^ioao^.'CKSRfcl^is^ 
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aad were then woven together at the end into a sort of coronet, whenoe 
theyfeU in a golden shower to the floor. 

When this pretfy and amusing occnpadon was over, we took our 
leave, each embrat^ng t&e bride in tnm, who still retained her plaoe 
upon the sofa; imd everv individual as she passed the bridal gear, 
flinging over it a handm of small silver coin. 

Iwas summoned on the morrow at an early hour; for all the reli^iioiis 
ceremonies of tiie Greeks are performed at most unseasonable tunes. 
Even their Sunday mass, when the poorer portions of the populi^ioiL 
after having, toiled throughout the previous six dayzL might oe excused 
a little duggishness, commences at daybreak : ana no one who has 
spent four months in a Greek village, as we did, can have iSnled to 
be awakened at dawn by the rattling together of the two cedar stii^ 
which are the substitute for a bell, followed by the firightfiil drawl 
of the inferior priest, who traverses the streets, and uttm a second 
invitation to prayer, half nowl and half shriek, infinitely more cal- 
culated to frighten away the pious from his viomity, than to mduoe 
tiiem to s^k it. 

But the call is, nevertheless, answered. Every cottaee ponzs forth 
its inhabitants ; and even at daybreak the females de^ themselves 
out in all the miery of which tiiey are possessed. Here it is a red 
gown, and a yellow shawl— there a blue turban, and a nair of pink 
shoes — ^in short, there is nothing more laughable than the idea ihat 
the poorer dass of Greek women entertam of a becoming toilette. 
Your maid answers the clapping of your hands (for beUs there are 
none in Eastern houses) in a turban of coloured muslin or gauze a 
yard square and half-a-yard high : or, if she be an elderly woman, in a 
little red woollen cap with a purple silk tassel, bound to her head by 
a painted handkerchief, over which is twisted a thick plait of hair, 
^nerally false — ^the shorts of petticoats, the most showy of stoc^- 
in^, the smartest of aprons, ana a pair of ear-rings freouently hanging 
to ner shoulders ; and poor indeed must be the female servant m a 
Greek family who is not the happy possessor of three or four gold 
ringsf 

But I have, meanwhile, for^tten the pretty bride, who was to be 
married at the house of an intimate friend of ours ; and who, on my 
arrival there, was momentarily expected. The centre of the great 
saloon was covered by a Turkey carpet, on which stood a reading-desk, 
overlaid by a gold-embroidered handkerchief, and supporting a Bible 
and the two marriage rings ; the whole bright with the profusion of 
silver money that had been scattered over them. The lady of the 
house was to officiate as ''godmother" to the bride, an offioe some- 
what similar to that of brBe's-maid ; and she was even at that early 
hour sparkling with jewels. 

At length the sounds of music announced the arrival of the marriage 
train; and we hastened to a window to watch for their i^proacn. 
The procession was an interesting one. The musicians were suo- 
oeeded by the bridegroom elect, walking between his own father and 
tJie father of his bride ; the tsii kvt\ ic^Q^e)^«c«:oxs\«aDi<»ibY a couple 
of her young companions \ and \ii<fc Wo mowso^ t»«aft«ft.\h ** >aK«^ 
ofMeoiB,'* doaectthe tram. 
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Tfaey were met at the threshold hj the Archbishop of Nonmandkeiiy 
and a parfy of priests, who immediate^ commenced chanting the mar- 
riage service ; and, as they ascended the stairs, showers of money 
were flung over them from above. 

In five minntes, the spacious saloon was filled to suffocation; the 
young couple were placed upon the edge of the carpet ; the nuiytial 
crowns, formed of flowen^ nbbons, ancT gold-thread, were deposited 
on the reading-desk : and the rector of the parish, in a robe of bro- 
caded yellow satin nineed with silver, be^m a prayer, that was 
caught up at %tervals by the choral boys, and repeated in a wild 
chant. At the conclusion of this prayei^ which was of considerable 
length, the attendant priests flung over tne archbi^op his eorgeous 
yestments of yiolet satm, embroidered with gold, and girdled with 
tissue ; and he advanced to the reading-desk, and took thence the two 
brilliant diamond ring^ with which he made the cross three times, on 
the forehead, lips, and breast of the contracthig parties ; and then 
placed them in the hand of the *' godmother," who, putting one upon 
the finger of each, continued tp hold them tiiere whfle the prekte 
read a portion of the Gospel* after which she changed them three 
times, leaving them ultimately in the possession of their nroper 
owners. This done, the archbishop put the hand of the bride into 
that of her husband, and went through the same ceremonies with the 
nuptial crowns that he had previously enacted with the rings ; they 
were then placed upon the heads of the young couple ; and, a goblet 
of wine bem^ presented to the archbishop, he olessed it, put it to his 
lips, handed it to the bride and bridegroom, and thence delivered it 
up to the "godmother." 

The crovnis were next changed three several times from the one 
head to the other; and, several wai candles being lighted, as I have 
described them to haye been during the Easter ceremonies at the 
Fanar, the whole party walked in procession round the carpet; and 
then it was that the silver shower fell thick and fast about them : the 
floor tras literally coyered. 

When the chanting ceased, the bride raised the hand of her new- 
made husband to her lips ; after which every relative and friend of 
either party approached, and kissed them on the forehead. The 
ardibisnop cast off his robes ; the children scrambled for the scat- 
tered mon^; the band in the outer hall burst into an enliyening 
strain: and such. of the company as were of sufficient rank to entitle 
them to do so, followed the bnde and the lady of the house to an 
inner sidoon ; where a* train of servants were m attendance, bearing 
trays of preserved fruits and deHcate little biscuits, whidi were giyen 
to each person to carry away. Liqueurs were then offered, andsub- 
sequfintiy coffee ; after which each married lady made a present to 
the bride of some article of yalue, previously to ner departure for her 
homey i^hither we all accompanied her in procession ; and took our 
kaye at the portal to return to the house of her friends, and ioin in 
the diterfrd morning-ball which was a\K>u\. \a ^TUOi^'&Kfe. 

The effect of the golden tress tYiat 1 \^ ^a»&\«^\ft^^«^^'^ 
beautiH hmdfrigas it did ttenai^VXasa ^ ^"^^fS 
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tnma vonld ]iare besi eminiSiitly graceful, had she not been ainkiiiK 
nnder the heat and wdght of the etemal cachemire. The naptiil 
crawu vhuli I have ateotiotled are abont a fbot'in heicht, and ahapea 
iikt abeehire; whenthev were removed from UiehMoa of the touu 
conplc, ther were carefuDj envebped in a hamlkercbief of owmreo 
e«u^ and borne mnj to be hni^ (9 in the ohi^el of the bnde- 

ron's hooae ; yfbete Otej viU temain nidil tiie deaUi <d eiths d 
parties, when the deceased ia onnnied for the aeotaid and last 
time, in the open coffin in vhich he is bmne to Hie gmrti. 

The Oreeks make almost as much tdlette for * funeral as foe a 
marriage. Where the deceased is jooii; and ^ettj, ahe is ded^ 
out in her )>u.\ust upp:ircl, and not nD&eqnenOr has her eyebtowi 
staiued, aud a. quantity of longe qtiead over her dteeks. to cheat 
death for a few brief hours of his Undness; her ^oredhaodsan 
carefullf displayed ; she ia teioked out in jewds ; and tius fri^^itfbl 
mockeiT is rendered still more tevoltfaw br tiie uot that ahe is tbiu 
paraded through the streeta, folloved by her female idatirea, vho 
weep, and sbnek, aad bewail themselTes with a tnnsioiit vwloioe 
tnil^ DBtion&l. At the gray«-side bU the flnerj is strimed frtan the 
stifleneii'conise ; the friends canj it awsf ; a oorer is puced am the 
coffin; and tlie poor remains, thM woe onlf a few inau^s prencHisl; 
so Javishlr adorned, BTecouagned to the tM& of nUich taey an ao 
Boon to finm a part. 



CHAPTER L. 

The FteMmnhetiicr— atnynlTSeme— ATmfcttPim jm Pret^Glrit IV ottq 
aTTDiUih IsdiutrT— Unitaptu EOtedi— PnetH of Mamtbetuna — Odkt BAndl 
■ndtlw Anbt— AvHiJ* Acs. the Aimenlin— The Praod DUconnil— Tbe bnpe- 

KspooBil— The fciUa ud Uoitu of the nfmii Thn OirdcD of Delimit— Tte 

Colomn of Thcododui— AiilTil ol tbs SnHu— ADdent Qnek InactlpttaaB— 
CcoAued InicTtptlai— The DUHoond— Uenwric* of SgUan Hrtim 

No traTcUer shouLl leave Constantinople withont paTing « visit to 
the "Eiz Mano&ctfl^ of Eyoub, where sU the cxps txx tbe Saltan's 
armies are now made. He bnudin)t, which is entirely modem, wd 
admirably adapted to its purpose, stuida in the port^ near the palace 
of Azmfc Snltane, on the site of an ancient impoial reoidenoe. It ia 
under the control of Omer Lnfti GSendi, late Goremor of Smyrna, 
a man of known probity and talent;*, and its immediate snperin- 
tendence has been intrusted to Mnsb^ha Effendi, whose ready 
courtesy to stiangera enables Eun^eantrsvellen to fonn an aocniate 
idea of the state and progress of the eatahli^micDt. 

After a delightfol row from Galata, we landed at the celebrated 
^er of Eyoub ; and, accompanied by a personal friend of Hnstifha 
J^endi, proceeded to the mamofu^arj, which we entered by the 
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women's door. Aa we passed the threshold a most curious scene 
presented itself. About lye hundred females were collected together 
in a vast hall, awaiting the deHyery of the wool whidi tiiey were to 
knit ; and a more extraordmary group could not perhaps be found in 
the world. 

There was the Tnrkess with her f^askmae folded closely oyer her 
face, and her daAJeruffAe faS^ne to the payement : the Greek woman, 
with her large turban, and braided hair, coyered loosely witii a scan 
of white muslin, her g»y-coloured dress, and large shawl : the Arme- 
nian, with her dark \mffit eyes flashing from under the j[ealous screen 
of her carefnlly^azranged yeil, and her red slipper peepmg out under 
the long wrapping ckok ; the Jewess, muffled m a coarselinen doth, 
and stimding a little apart, as thougn she feared to offend by more 
immediate contact ; and among the crowd some of the loydiest girls 
imaginable. 

At the moment of our arriyaL Mustapha Effendi was at prayers; 
and we accordingly seated oursefyes to await him in an inner apot- 
ment, well-carpded, and occupied by half-ardozen derks, who were 
busily employcxl in recording the quantity of wool deUyered to eadi 
applicant : their seats were diyidea from the women's hall bjr a parti- 
tion about breast-high ; and I remarked that the prettiest girls were 
always those whose accounts were the most tedious. 

On the other side of this spadous office was a wool-store, where a 
score of indiyiduak were busi^ employed in weighing and aeUyering 
out the wool; and all were so actiye, and so earnest m their occupa- 
tion, that the most sceptical European would haye been compelled!^to 
admit, when looking on them, that the Turk is no lon^ the supine 
and spiritless indimual wbicn. he has been so long considered. 

TmTnediatdy that his prayer was completed, Mustapha Effendi 
invited us to pass into his pnyate room ; a pleasant arairtment open- 
ing to the water, and most luxuriotdsly cusnioned. Mere coffee and 
dubouks were seryed; after which a couple of the knitters were 
introduced, in order that we might see the different qualities of wool, 
necessary to the manufacture of the yarious kinds offiz. 

During their performance, Mustapha Effendi asked many questions 
relatiye to Europe ; and particularly How the English^ ^yemment 
were now disposed towards the Turlcs ; and expressed his curiosity 
to learn the impression which the present state of the people had 
made upon oursdyes. He appeared to haye been piqued by some 
American traydlers who had yisited the establishment ^ for at the 
dose of the conyersation he said earnestly ; ''Europe bcjnns to know 
us better; and the Franks to judge us more honestly— -/iMAa//aA — ^I 
trust in God, that the day will yet come when we shaU be able to 
oonyince eyen the Americans that we are not wild beasts anxious to 
deyour them." 

When we had passed an hour with the superintendent, we pro- 
ceeded to iospect the establishment, which is on a yery extensiye 
scale, three tnousand workmen being cousUxitli ^^sc^^i^ ^^^s^ 
workshops are spadous, airy, and we\i-cicm!^si<Ci\fc5L\ ^Jftfe^^^^'^^Mrsosi, 
been spread over a stone-payed room on. \Xy& ^5^''^^^"^^*^'La^^'^ 
undergoes «ahinition with oil, is we\^<bi cwS. \jci \iB» ^^aftssc**, ^ 
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thence passes into tbe haada of tlie spiimers, where it i* 'worked iolo 
lliiead« of gT«iitei or Ws me, mxaiatg to tAe quklityof/h fbc whidi 
U is to be made avaihUe. Ilie Tomen then receive it in baUa, each 
oontainiiig the qnsotit; necessary for a cap; and these Uief take hane ' 
hy half-o^ozen or a dozen at a time to their oim houses, asd (m 
teatonug them, receiie a shilling for each of the cotvse,«iidae'eiil>Ben 
pence for each of the fine, ones. 

The next process is the most inoonvenient, althon^ p—*^ the 
most sinkple of the whole. As soonasspnn, tfaecws wens^dwith 
cold water and soap ; "tai, tliere teing no nuh <H Vt ' — - ■ 



ipentionaof dmtng and 
Child, has no Ogst the 
U the effiwt of ft fine doH 



strong in l.he immedi&tc viciniLy of the capital, th^ ara oUigedloM 
sent to Smit. distant about ten leagues, where &^ am ■oc™"' "^ 
dried, and ultimately returned to Eyoub, ia Older to be p 
Each^z then undei^iies three different opetationa a* '■■ 
pressing; and at the termination of tbe Quid, has ] 

slightest appearance of knitted wool, but all the effiwt 

doth. Tbe next process is that of dyeing the 09 ft ndi dH^ a 
and herein existed a difficulty which has been but latcl;^ ot mujui b, 
and of which I shall give an account when I have ■*''*'*H tbe wbols 
routine of tbe manufacture. 

Having been immersed during several boon in large oogpixt fott- 
stantlv stirred and kept upon tbe boil, tbe caps are flnnc ipto a nvUe 
trough filled with running water, where the; vie btwun Ivft oonplB 



of men, and aiftcrwards given to the btocieTa, idu> stntifcn 
earthen moulda to etiable them to take a good abve, 1 
snbsequently removed to tbe drrijig-rooni, where VKJ an kq4 
perpetual current of air until aU the damp i^ lemored; aaA ^ 
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subsequently removed to tbe dryioe-room, where vnej an Kq* HI > 
perpetual current of air until aU the damp is remored: aaA QiisDOe 
debvered up to the head worlcmen, who raue (he nap tS N^ inxiTipith 
the bead of the bullrush, and then clip it awv with hagt flliMn, 
precisely aa cloth is dressed in England. Pres^n^ fdlovii VU the 
jez is ultimately carried to the marker, who works into Hat dnrwn ue 
private cipher of the manufacture, and affixes the short oord of 
crimson which is to secure tbe /oat or tassel of porple silk, nth its 
whimsical appendage of cut paper. Tbe last opentioa is that of 
Bewins on the tassels and pacidng the caps into paioela ""tiifiwg 
half-a3oien each, stamped with tlie iranerial seal. 

The whole process is admirably conducted. Tbe severBl branches 
of the establishment are perfectly distinct ; and the greatest indiurtr; 
^ipean to prevail in every department, Tbe mannfactory was aug- 
grated and founded by_ Omer Lufti Effendi, ii '^ 



extremely high price paid by (he Sultan to the Tnnisiaas, with whom 
this fabric on^nkted, for the head-dress of his bwips. HftvuigiDdncxd 
a party of Arabian woHonen from Tunis to aocompaar him to Con- 
stantinople, he established thefi in tiie old palace, which haa since 
been [placed by the present noble hmlding; and nnder their direc- 
Haa the knitting aud shaping of the caps acquired some degree of 
perfection. 

But tbe dye was a secret beyond their art ; and the Torkiab Oovem- 
ment, anxious to second Vo& -n^-vt, ^ 'Aie eocxficlifi Omer £ffendi, 
made a second imporlatioa oS To ww im v . -w^ftv -na \Bi>ia wiaao*, 
although fhey were ckoeen firom biqo»% XJm* w». ^ksand.~«<iit«^ 
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of their country. " The caps, while they were equal both in fonn and 
texture to those of Tunis, were dingy and ill-coloured; and the 
Arabs declared that the failure of the dye was owing to the water 
in and about Constantinople, which was unfavourable to the drugs 
employed. 

As a last hope, a trial was made at Smit, but with the same result ; 
and the attempt to localize the manufacture was about to be abandoned, 
when Omer Enendi, suspecting the good faith of the Arabian workmen, 
disguised a dever Angorian AnneniaiL named Avanis Aga, as a 
Tunc^ whom he placed as a labourer in tne dye-room. Being a ^;opd 
chemist and a shrewd observer, Avanis Aga^ affecting a stupidity 
that removed all suspicion, soon made himself master of the secret 
which it so much imported his anxious natron to learn ; and, aban- 
doning the ignoble besom that he had wielded as the attendant of the 
Tunisian dyers, immediately that he discovered the fraud which, either 
in obedience to the secret orders of their Begent, or from an excess 
of patriotism, they had been practising ever since their arrival, he set 
himself to work in secret, and, with the water of Smit, dyed two caps, 
which, having dried, he presented to Omer Effendi, who was unable 
to distinguish them from those of Tunis. 

Delighted at the successful issue of his eq)eriment, Omer Effendi 
summoned the Arabs to his presence, and showed them ihefiz ; when, 
instantly suspecting the masquerade thitt had betrayed them, they 
simultaneous]v turned towards the Armenian, fuid, throwing their 
turbans on tne ground, and tearing their nair, they cri^ out, 
"Yaccoup! Yacooup!" (Jacob! Jacob!) 

Ilie superintendent having dismissed them, after causing them to 
be liberaOy remunerated for the time which they had spent at Con- 
stantinople, sent them back to Tunis ; while Avanis Agi^ elected head 
dyer of the imperial manufactory of Eyoub, now eiuoys tiie hifh 
honour of dedduijg on the exact tint to be worn by Mahmoud the 
Powerful, the "Iiight of the Sun," and " Shadgw of the Universe." 

Fifteen thousanocaps a month are produced at the factorv of Eyoub. 
and they are said to equal those of Tunis. The finest Kussian ana 
Spanish wools ^are employed, and no en>ense is spared in order to 
render them worthy of the oistinguished patronage with which the 
Sultan has honoured them. The imperial apartments at the manu- 
factory are elegantly fitted up, and sufficiently spacious to accommodate 
a numerous suite ; and, as the building faces the ars^ial, his Hi^bness 
is a frequent visitor to the establishment of Omer Effendi, where he 
sometimes passes several consecutive hours. 

When we had made the tour of the manufactory, we returned to 
the apartment of Mustapha Effendi, where we niutook of coffee and 
sherbet, and after expressing the smcere gratincation we had expe- 
rienced in our survey, we took our leave; and once more nestlmg 
ourselves into the bottom of our caique, we darted off to the Serai 
Bournou, where an officer of the Sultan s household was waiting to 
admit us, en cachette; the prevalence of plague having added tAtk<^ 
jealousy with which lus Hignness evei ioiiAd^^<b*\£k3gc«;^^V^u£«&%ss^ 
v^itiiiii lis v&Ils 

t J3to iZra^ cQuii of this cdebrateASeta%Aio^<!xaTi^^ 
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of legality to the visitor. It is xather an excresoenoe than an appen- 
daffeu) jUie pidaoe; containing on the li^^t hand the infirmaries, the 
^Sdiooses, uid wis voodjstores, and on the left, the Greek church of 
St. Irene, now oonyerted into an arsenaL On a line with this dese- . 
crated temple is the Mint, in wUch are Ipdged the iartMUswe.fx 
inspector, and the cAekir endne, or superintendent, of uie public 
huildings* 

P&wmg along beside a high wall, we arrived at the oria iaptmm. 
or ndddle gate, which ia flanked by two towers forming a saiUie; and 
dose be8i£ ik the dgUlai odosn, or ezecutioncnr's room, was pomted 
out to us, where the viziers who are condemned to death or exile are 
generally arrested; hence the expression, ''anested between the two 
doors." 

Above the {gateway is a line of spikes, on which the forfeited heads - 
were exj^oseC^ to blacken in the sunshine. And here used formerly to 
be exhibited we pestle and mortar with which the Muftis and Utemas 
were dratroyed. Having themselves framed the laws by idiich the 
oountry was to be governed, and f earinjg to suffer sooner or later by 
ti^eirown agency, these '' second Daniels" dedded that their own 
body ooidd not legaJly suffer death either by the bow-striiup, the 
sword, the buDet. water, or fEunine ; thus destroving, as they beueved, 
all power over their lives. But there were other spirits awake as 
wily as thdr own; and tiie pestle and mortar of the Orta Kapomm 
were adopte^ in which the unhmypy wretchea, taken in then: own 
toils, were ineially pounded to death! Whe&er tiiese extraordi- 
nary and revolting instruments of torture are still in existence, I 
know not ; but it is certain that they are no longer exhibited as 
objects of curiosity. 

Within the middle gate commences the splendour of the SeraL 
Elaborate gilding and curious arabesques are profusely lavished on its 
inner side, whence an avenue of be«dies \etAa to the third door, 
opening into the kiosk-crowded *' Garden of Delight," wherein former 
Sultans were wont to receive the European Ambassadors. 

Beyond the vast and golden-latticedbuilding formerly appropriated 
to tms purpose, the eye is bewildered by the confusion ot many- 
shaped and glittering pavilions scattered about on all sides ; and I, 
unfortunately, had not time to examine them at my leisure, as 1 
was requested previously to my survey to visit one of the officers 
of the nouseholcL who possessed the power of introducing me into 
the harem. Thither we accordingly went, and found the courteous 
Effendi smoking his chibouk in a sort of garden parlour, overlooking 
the endosure in which stands the Column of Theodosius. 

As soon as we were seated I reouested permission to sketch this 
interestinjg: monument, whidi he at nrst refused from a dread of being 
compromised by my entrance into the Serai, but after a little rduc- 
tance he complied, and I hastily availed myself of his politeness. 
Well was it for me that I did so, for I had scarcely replaced my 
pencils when an attendant, breathless with haste, entered the room, 
eKHaiming " Hide the \aa.y\ Hidfi \;\i<& Yxasks^l The Sultan has 
/u5^ arrived in the second court V ^ > ^ ._ ^x 

AM was instantly confuaon. ^e ^taaAB «. \iasV5 ^\s«s&.\s^ ^^Siwa. 
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Sate ; ancL^passing along to the w&Uit's edge, traced upon the moul- 
erinff waUs several inscriptions in ancient Greek. G^ ran thos : 



trions Theodosins, the great King by the Grace of Christ;" while 
nnmberiess crosses and half -oblLteratea sentences still remain, which 
are beyond sohction. 

Altogether, I bron^t away from the Serai Boninoa a mere con- 
fased impression of gilding and splendour, of domes and kiosks, and 
^lardens. of lofty walls and gleammg lattices. On {Missing under what 
18 called the Gate of Constantine, the spot was pointed out to me on 
which a bov, being a few months ago ensa^ in pla^with a par^ of 
children of ms own age, had dog up a onUiant, weighing bstween 
twenl^-eiff ht and thirty caxats, since wMdi period that narrow passage 
has aCso been closed against the public. As our caique darted past 
the golden gate of the imperial harem I lost myself in reveries of all 
the guilt, and suffering, and despair, which had .made the celebrated 
Palace of the Point the jtheme of story and an object of undving 
interest to the carious. I seemed to see the anivenng body of the 
unfortunate Selim — the Sardanapalus of the East — flnng from the 
walls in mockers, and to hear the taunt of his murderera as they (»st 
him forth — "TnaUsn andrebeb! there is your Saltan — Do with 
him as you will!" 

This was the most recent tragedy of the Serai Boumou. and perhaps 
one of the saddest; and, as I glanced around me, ana remembered 
how many of his works had outlived him, I for^t my own disappoint- 
ment in commiserating the fate of a sovereign, who, sensual and 
supine thoufh he was. vet possessed qualities both of the heart and 
the head, which shoula have arrested the weapons' of his assassins, 
and secured to him the affections of his adherents. 



CHAPTER LL 

Social Condition of tiie Eastern Jew»— Parallel between the Jews of Europe and 
the ^Levant— Cruelty of the TurUrii Children to Jews— A Sini^ular Custom- 
Religious Strictness of the Jews— National Administration— The House of Naim 
Zomana of Galata— Costume of the Jewish Women— Hebrew Hoepitality. 

I NEVER saw the curse denounced against the children of Israel 
more fully brought to bear than in the East, where it may be truly 
said that " their hand is against everv man, and every man's hand 
against them," — ^where they are considered rather as a link between 
fmi mftk and human beings, men as men possessed of the same attri- 
butes, warmed by the same sun, chilled by the same breeze, subject to 
the same feelings, and impulses, and joys, and sorrows, as their feUow 
mortals. \ 

There is a subdued and spiritless ell1pTesaMl^l1S^^3^^^"^A^'*=^>^^ 
of which the comparatively tolerant ^xoowaaa. eaoL ^as^xofc \»>^«^^ 
po possible Hoa, until he has looked u^u Vc. ^^^ Ascw^^^Jfi^ 
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a rpecaliar physiognomy ; a cronc^iii|^ aelf-huinUiiig, ocm- 
mner, but there is " a lurking deyil in his ^ye," whidi it 
once o^^ces you that it is the hope of gain nUJier than the hax 
of insult which teaches him that over-acted subsenrieni^ (tf caniase. 
You may detect the internal chuckle of self-nratuktoij success^ tin 
stealthy glance of calculating caution, the sudden flaahing out of tiu) 
spirif 8 m1^nph, as transitory as it is vivid. But the Jew of Toikey 
Imows not even the'poor enjoyment of these momentary outbieaks n 
our oommon nature: " Jie ests his bread in bitterness," and comes 
forth from beneath nis own roof-tree with fiear and trembling to 
bursue his calling, and to mingle, even unequally, in the avocationaof 
nis task-masters. . 

. It isiHttle to be wondered at therefore, that the bitterness d 
hatred is blent with the terror oi the Jew in his oommeroe with his 
Moslem lords, nor that his heart bums as he treads their hi^wayi, 
and wanders through their cities. But this is a secret and impotoit 
revenue, and even while his spirit pours forth *' corses not loud, bat 
deep, ne only crouches the more servilely benaatii the power that 
cmshefi him. lest the yoke should be pressed down yet more heavily, 
and ihip biiruien be doubled. 

It 18 impossible to express the oontemptuoos hatred in whioli the 
Osmanlis hold the Jewisn people, and the vmest Tnrkiah urdiin who 
may enoiranter oiie <^ the fallen nation on his path has his meed of 
insult to add to the degradation of the ootoast jtyd wandering race of 
Israel Nor dare the oppressed party revenge himself even iq^ this 
puny enemv, whom his very name suffices to raise up against him. 

I remember, on the occasion of the great festival tit iTyhMf/Ayia^ 
seeing a Turkish .opy of perhapMS ten years 6i age i^proach agroi^ of 
Jewesses, and. defiberately fixing upon one, whose deUcate state of 
health should nave been her protection from insult ffive her so vioLent 
a blow as to dg^ve her of consciousness, and level ner to the earth. 
As I sprang forward to the assistance of this unfortunate I was held 
badL by a jSA. of my acquaintance, a man of rank, and, I had hitherto 
believed, divrated of such painfol prejudices, who bade me not agitate 
or trouble myself on the occasion as the woman was only a Jeweu! 
And of the numbers of Turkish females who stood looking on, not 
one raised a hand to assist the wretched victim of gratuitous bar- 
barity. ~ : 

Very shortly before our departure from Constantinople, my Ottther 
and myself were ascending tne hill of Topp-hanne, on our way to 
Penk (pllowed by a Jewisn lad of sixteen or seventeen years of age, 
heavily laden with linendrapery, which he was hawking for sale. 
About mid-way of the rise we passed a house upon wnose door- 
step a p^rty of Turkish boys were amnsing themselves ; but they no 
sooner saw -the Jew, who was quietly pursuing his way in the centre 
of the street, than thev simultaneously quitted the sport with which 
they were engaged, ana, springing upon the poor youth, they com- 
menced beating him, and endeavouring to drag from his back the 
merchandise with which he waa \aAe>ii. 

The terror of the lad waa tn6\iU\iL Taa ^cr^-w^ ^xiW^ftt 
ifi2^7 « to entail ruin upon cveii \ias4^V>aafe ^e^ 
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as he struggled against the pain of the blows that were ^showered 
upon him on all siaes, and the efforts which were made to d^^y his 
goods, the big tears rolled from his eves. But the contest w^ soon 
terminated by my father, whose cane liberated the unfortunate Jew 
from his tormentors in a very short time, and procured for himself a 
voll^ of abuse, the most vtquante of whidi was — *' See the Giaour ! 
the Giaour who %hts for the Jew !" — a specimen of wit that appeared 
to be greatly rebshed by\i couple of grave-looking old Turks, who 
had b^ unmoved spectators of the whole scene — the poor lad, 
meanwhile^ like an annual which has been beaten, and rescued by a 
passer-bv, following crouchingly upon our footsteps until he entered 
the High Street. 

A common custom with both the Turks and the Greeks when they 
pass a caique on the water laden with Jews is to ruse one hand, and 
with outstretched fin^ to count their number, which is supposed to 
bring jBome heavy misfortune on the last of the party. The Jews, 
who nave finn £uth in the effect of the spell, wnthe with agony as 
they remark the action, and never fail collectively to yell forth: 
" May the cupse faU back upon yourself!" After woich the caiques 
diurt onward, e^h iipon its own errand, the one ga^ '^nth the subdued 
mirth of the tormentors, and the other freighted with new and unne- 
cessary bitterness. 

The Jews of the East, like their brethren of Eon^, are the people 
of the poontry who spend their sabbath the most sinctly ; and who 
are the most ponsdentious in the ezerdse ol thoir p^ljgious obser- 
vances^ and the inost obedient to its pro£rasors. Even accustomed 
as they arp. to habits of chicane and ei^tortioxL the Jews are seldom 
gnpty of wilful eiTor in their contribntions to tne Rational Chc»t for 
relieving the wants of the poorer portion. C)f their, peopl^ which is 
snpphea ^m a.t^x levied on the provisions consumed by each 
family, tons falling the mo^ heavily on thp weaiiluest ot their 
community. 

The I^yantine few^ individually live in the hope, and with the 
intention, of terminating their lives at Jerusalem ; ana, as this specu- 
lation 14 an expensive one, their energies are quickened by the 
necessity it entads of making a gr^ual provision for so extensive an 
outlay; and instances have oeen firequent in which the father of a 
fjEunily, feeling that £rom his advanced age and his fedling powers, he 
was no longer able to benefit his children by his personal exertions, 
has resigned to his sons all his worldly wealtlL save the sum necessary 
to de&ay the charges of his pilgrimage; and sometimes alone, ana, 
sometimes accompanied by his wife, has bidden a last adieu to his 
childreiL and depmed to cue in the chosen city. 

In order not to be ruined by any political convulsion, or bejg^gared 
by any stretch of despotic power, the Jews have a law regulating the 
division of their property into three equal proportions. One consists 
of floating; capital; another is secured in jewels; and the third is 
retained m the coin of the country; an arrangement which i^t<\^«i(L 
highly beneficial to that portion of thdx iial\OTi V2&s^ ^%& ^tK^o^^^^^sK^ 
mm ecolewticaljperaecdaon to evacus&A "fiox\»m^ «a.V^^<g*ss^ ^ 
tie iosUgation ot Torquemacla aad, oti\<st iaBswec^i^J^ Tasso^TSk <». \» 
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dergy, and to establish themsdyes in Constantinople, ^rbere, throogli 
the long series of years wMch has snoceeded, they have retained 
the langoa^ of the countries whence they were banished inth 
such tdoacity, that most of their women are altogether ignorant of 
the Turkish. 

The Constantinopolitan Jews, who wear a dingy-cokmred white 
cap, surrounded by a cotton shawl of a small brown pattern, are 
raSuis, or yassals to the Forte, and are also distinguishable by their 
dark purple boots and blade sUp^rs ; while those who oonrer their 
heads with a calpae, somewhat similar to that of the Gredo, bnt sur- 
mounted by a scarlet rosette at the summit of the crown, axe either 
under forei£[n protection, or subjects of another coun^ trading 
temporarihr in the Leyant, and enjoying all the prerogatiyes of tw 
portion of the community whose costume they adopt^— these inra- 
riably wear yellow boots, and slippers similar to those of ihe Tarks. 
The raiahs, as well as the strangers, are under the jurisdictiion of the 
Grand Babbin ; the difference of then: position acting oidy on ifadr 
external relations, and not being mx)gnised by their own rulera. 

The Leyantine Jews formerly yisitca the iimddity of their women 
with death; but the present Sultan has forbidden to them the exer- 
cise of so seyere a law, and the crime is now punished by exDe. 
They marry their sons at fifteen, and their daoghters at tea. veara of 
age ;^ and if a father desires to chastise his child, he is obtJMd to 
obtain the concurrence of the seyen Deputy Counsellors, dua^glsd with 
the rdiMous administration of the nation, who refer the matter to ^ 
Grand Kabbin, whose order in its turn must, ere it can be made 
ayailable, receiye the sanction of the Porte. The same role is 
obseryed with indiyiduals charged with any crime, saye that these are 
imprisoned during ihe deUberation. 

£Dayiiig ei^ressed to a friend my desire to yisit one of the p r in ci|Ml 
Jewish famihes, in order to see the costume of their women, d[ which 
I had heard a ^n^eat deal, he accompanied my father and mysdf to 
the house of Nami Zomana, with whom he had hdd some oommerdal 
rdations.^ Nothing could be more miserable than the approodi to 
his dwelling ; for, m order to reach it, we were compelled to trayene 
the entire length of the Jew's Quarter at Gdata : nor did the appear- 
ance of the house itself, as we crossed a miserable yard into wmch it 
ooened^ tend to giye us a yery fayourable idea of the establishment. 
The wmdow-shutters were swinnng in the wind upon their rus^ 
hinges ; the wooden bdustrade of a dilapidated terrace, whose m- 
ticed roof was oyergrown by a magnificent yine. was mouldering to 
decay; the path to the house was choked with rubbish; and the 
timber of which it was built was blackened both by time and fire. 

The first flight of stairs that we ascended, tog;eUier with the rooms 
on the grouna-floor, were qmte in keeping with the exterior of the 
'dwelling • but when we reached the foot of the second, we appeared 
td haye oeen suddenly acted upon by magic : the steps were neatly 
matted, the walls were dazzlingly white, and at the entrance of the 
vast salle into which the seycm a?^axWk€ci(& <s^x\K^la.y a handsome 
Fersian carpet. Here we were me\.\s^ \)ti^\esfiai«^ ^l^Cofc^aas^^-iBB^ 
greeted with the lowliest oi di laa^env «^^i\«tessoa> «fe ^^ 
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conducted to the scmpulously dean and handsomely arranged saloon 
Appropriated to the reception of visitors. 

Never, during my residence in the East, had I looked on any cos- 
tume which eqraialled in richness, and, their head-dresses excepted, in 
elegance, the dress of these Jewish females. It was a scene of the 
Ajfinan Nights ii^ action, and for a few moments I was lost in admi- 
ration. The mistress of the house stood immediately in front of the 
8o£a>on which we were seated : she was a tall stately woman, who 
looked not as though she belonged to a bowed and rejected race : 
she had the eagle eye, the prominent nose, and the high pale forehead 
of her nation, with a glance as fiery as it was ke^L 

Such as I nave described her, she was attired in a full dress of 
white silk, confin^ a littie above the hi^s by a broad girdle of 
wrought sold, clasped with gems ; both the girdle and the clasps being 
between five and six inches in width. Above this robe she wore a 
pelisse of dove-coloured cachemire, lined and overlaid with the most 
costly sables, and worth several hundred pounds ; the sleeves were 
lar^ and loose, and fell back, to reveal the magnificent bracelets 
which encircled her arms, and the jewelled rings that flashed upon 
her fingers. Her turban, of the usual enormous size worn by all 
Jewish women, was formed of the painted muslin handkerchief of 
the countrv, but so covered with jgems that its pattern was undis- 
tinffmshable ; while, from beneath it, a deep fringe -of pearls, dropped 
witn emeralos of immense size and value, fell over her brow, down 
each side of her face, and ultimatelv upon ner shoulders. 

Behind her were grouped her three daughters-in-law, in. dresses 
Hourly similar, save Qiat, not being widows, they did not wear the 
heavy pelisse, and that the gold and pearl embroidered sleeves and 
bosoms of their silken robes were consequently visible. The prettiest 
woman of the party was her own and only daughter, who had been 
summoned from the house of her husband on the previous day, to 
welcome the return of her younger brother from Europe, where he 
had passed five years. She was nearly fourteen, with an expression 
half pensive and half playful : a sometning which seemed to mdicate 
that ner nature was too sad tor smiles, and ^et too gay for tears ; as 
tiiouffh the voung bright snirit had been cmlled and withered ere it 
had Jeit its nesimess, and that it still struggled to free itself from the 
thrall 

Hier dress was gorgeous ; the costly garniture of gold and jewels, 
which almost made her bodice appear to be one mass of light, was 
continued to the knee of her tunic,, where it parted to form a deep 
hem, that entndy surrounded the skirt of the garment. The jewelled 
fringe dT her turban was supported on either temple by a large spray 
of brilliants, and fell upon a border of black floss silk that rested on 
her fiedr young brow. Her arms were as white as snow, and seemed 
almost as dazzling as the gems which bound them ; while her slender' 
waist was compressed by a golden girdle similar in fa^on, but richer 
in desigi^ than that of her mother. 

. In their girlhood, the Jewish {esna\e& takfc ^s^^ ^xv^ xs^^^**^^- 
meat of their bait, but from the moTXifix^ ol mca Tasssww^ ^ ^ 
MiintpaJaasly Mddai; 80 8CXupulo\uiy,\xMade«^>uw8^^^ 
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handkerchief attached to the turban behind, which falls to the ground, 
in order to conceal the roots of the hair wat the turban may fidi to 
cover, 

A sweet hitUe girl of about nine Tears of age. ihe affianced wife at 
one of the brotiiers. was introduced, in order to snow me the difforenoe 
of head-dress ; ana assuredly her coif lire was A most elaborate affiur. 
She must have wcmi at least fifty bndd^ each secured at the end bra 
knot of pearls and ribbon ; wliile her little dmbby hands i^ere litmDy 
covered witii jewelled rings ; and her feel; like tiiose df the elder 
females, simply thrust into richly embroidered slippers. 

The cour^y and hospiteJitv of the whole family were e iU e m e. 
Thev appeared delighted at the mrasusJ drcomstance of ieoeinng 
Christians, who appreciated their kindlv intentkms'; and when I Re- 
mised, in complifoioe with their eaniest request, that I would repeat 
my visit, I had no intention to fafl in the pledge. 



CHAPTBRLIL 

HospiUlity of the Annteian*— An Impiompta Vlait— Tlie Bri d e CotOj rmfiiinii 
TiuldBh Taste— Kind Receptioii— I>6ine8tic Etiqaette of tbe. Sddsmatic Ame- 
nians— Annenian Sarafo— The National Cfaaiacteristlcs. 

I GAinfOT, perhaps, eive a better idea of the hospitable feelins 
of the Armenians, than by relating a little adventure which happenea 
to a Mend and myself a few weeks previously to my departure from 
the East. 

We left home with the intention of paying a visit to tiie amiable 
sisters of Tingler-Oglou, at their residence on the Bosphorus ; and, 
after a short walk, rang at a great gate which we imagined to be that 
of their grounds. The summons was immediately answered ; and a 
lovely ^m Of about sixteen haying followed the servant to the n^ to 
ascertain the identity of the visitors, replied to our inquiry tor the 
ladies we sought, by an invitation to enter. Supposing, from the 
extreme splendour of her dress, and the perfect ease of ner manner, 
that she was some relative of the family whom we had not hitiierto 
met, we at once obeyed her bidding and found oursdyes on a tenace 
overshadowed by lime-trees, on which a party of ladies, entirely un- 
knot to lis, were wiling away the time, sutrounded by a crowd of 
attendants. 

Both the nlace and the persons bdng strange, we drew back, ana 
apologised for our unintentional intrusion on the piivaoy of the faxoSij : 
when an elderly female, evidently the mispress of the house, motioned 
us to seat ourselves on the cushions beside her, telling us that she had 
been lon^ desirous of making our acquj&intance, and was r^oioed that 
her dau^ter-in-law had possessed wn etiougih to profit by the oppor- 
tfWiijr afforded by our mistake. 01 ocraxtu^ ^^ «qtS^^^sQs«i^bi«a of 
the catnitsy; and the more tcsuK\y Aa^r^isiaaR^^^^Qawj^^* 
#e were in the grounda of a^eaWbLi ^toi,^\»^«^ H5sat»S«eaBw& 
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of Tineler-Oeloa'; and who had lately built the magnificent mansion 
which lay below the terrace on the edge of the channel, and married 
the beantifol ^1 who stood beside us, smiling at the success of her 
harmless deceit. 

She was the bride of a week ; and, as I had never before had an op- 
portunity of seeing the costume of a newly-married Armenian femal^ 
1 looked at her with considerable curiosity. Her hair, which was per- 
fectik black, and extremely luxuriant, hung in a number of glossy 
braids uoon her shoulders, being bound back from her brow by a 
handkercnief of gold gauze, deeply fringed, and thickly covered with 
diamonds. 

Between her eyebrows was afiSxed an ornament composed of small 
briUiants, and forming the word *\ bride " in Armenian duffacters. Her 
chemisette was of blue crape. Ringed with silver; and her antery of 
Broussa silk, worked and edged with gold, bound about her waist 
with a costly cachemire. She wore trousers of fi^^ured silk, of a pale 
blue; thread stockings, and slippers of pink kid. Her rinffs and 
bracelets w;ere a little fortune m themselves ; and, had she Known 
how to adjust her costume with the intuitive taste of a Turkish 
woman, she would have been beautiful \ but the Armenian lady is as 
inferior in elegance to the fair Osmanli, as the Perote to the Euro- 
pean. They wear the same description of dress, and emplov the same 
materials, but they inay, nevertheless, be distinguished at a glance, from 
the mere manner of its adjustment. The one is almost a caricature of 
the other. I remained long enough in the East to think the ynshmae 
the most coquettish and becoming of all head-dresses : but to be either 
the one or the other, it must be arran^ by the fair nngers of a gentle 
Turk; for when put on as the Armemans wear it, it is the greatest 
disfigurement in the world. The same may be said of the whole of 
their costume. The inmate of the Turkish harem is as willow-like and 
graceful as a swan— the Armenian lady, on the contrary, overloads 
herself with shawls and finery ; and is, consequently, fettered in her 
movements. 

Nothing could be more oourteous than our reception by the family 
with whion we had become so unexpectedly acquainted. The most 
delicate sweahneats and the finest Mocha cofiee were served to us bv 
the fair hands of the bride herself, which were deeply stained witn 
henna; and, as I have before remarked, blazing with jewels. 

When the refreshments were removed, we made a tour of the 
grounds: and were laden by our new friends with tuberoses, 
orange-blossom, and green lemons. There was not a courtesy that 
the^ did not show us ; not a flattering epithet which they did not 
lavish on us ; and, as they led us by the hand &om terrace to terrace, 
th^ pointed out witii in^tive taste every fine noint of view as it 
opoied upon them-7-lingered beneath each Httle garden pavilion 
wraiihed witii parasites, where the passion-flower blossomed beside 
the creeping rose, and the violet nestled at the root of the tiffer lily — 
pLayfdlly sprinkled us with the limpid waters of each sparkung foun- 
tain, whose marble basin looked like aRVi&\ieim^^\<^\AA\SLS^^ 
— 4Mtod 05 in the painted kiosks wmsii w«t\OTQ% ^<b^«^i^Kfc— ^ss:^ 
tdootedior job the most tempting piodxioe ol^^^scv^sffsos^* 



3(Ml THS CITT OF THE 8ULXAK. 

When we at lenfi^th relnctantly took pur leave^ the prc^y bride 
kissed our hands with a graceful hnmilitj perfectly charming ; and 
we were followed to the gate by entreaties that we would renew our 
yisit. To these I replieid by an invitatioiL wfaich^ was instantly 
accepted; and on tibye morrow my room was a blaze of jewds and gold 
embroidery. 

The etiquette of a schismatio Armemaa family la infinitely more 
rigid than that observed by the Turks. With theiatter, the danajitar 
or daughter-in-law, when in tiie harem, can seat herself imbinden; 
althougn not, indeed, where she pleases, for her proiier place is 
assigned to her, and she is not permitted to intrude into those of her 
elders. But the youm; Armenian wife, who may have brought to her 
husband the dowry of a million of piastres, and the fair girl who is 
the heiress of her father's house, must remain meekly stanaing, with 
folded hands and patient brow, until the lady mother giyes the 
nacious signal which authorises hxsr to occupy a comer of the so& or 
the cushion. 

The Aimeman CathoHcs do not enforce so rifforonaly tiiis domestic 
slavery, although l^ey also are fettered by a tnousand inoonyenieBt 
and inoonseouent observances. !U is the Schismatics who dmg 
jealously to all the absurd ceremonials whidi render thehr existence 
as uncomfortable as they can conbiye to make it. The eldest son dm 
smoke before his father, it is true ; -but the chibouk iaplaoed in sodi 
a i^osition as to be invisible to the chief of the feonily, the smoker 
bemg oblifipd to turn his head backward to press the amber mouth- 
piece ; and, moreover, to select for this fleetmg ei^oyment the brief 
moments when the eyes of his parent are averted. 

The younger sons dare not produce a ddbouk, nor even utter an 
opinion, before either of these august personages. The mother ahme, 
among the females of the family, has the privilege of occupying a 
place on the sofa» and appropriatmg a share of the conversation : tne 
younger ladies only appear before i^eir male relatives when tiiey are 
summoned, or compelled to intrude in the p^ormance of some house- 
hold duty. On all other occasions they inhabit the harem, which is 
usually a noble apartment most luxuriously fitted up, where they knit, 
embroider, or idle, as best suits their indmation. like the Turkish 
women, they are passionately fond of flowers, and cultivate them with 
great assiduity^ ^tneir gardens being as remarkable for their neatness 
as are the interior of their dwellings for that extraordinary cleanliness 
to which I have borne testimony elsewhere. 

On the arrival of a male visitor, should any of the ladies be wan- 
dering amid the bright blossoms m which tiiey so much delight, the 
• alarm is instantly given : and they shuffle away to their pretty pnson- 
room as fast as tiieir neeUess slippers will enable them to move. 
Perhaps the guest may be a suitor; but if so, tiie case is not altered 
one iota. The lady still runs away, without any attempt to indulge 
her curiosity by a peep at her destined lord ; while the gentleman, on 
his side, takes nis seat in the great saloon, and, after smoking a score 
of mpes, and making a thouaaoid. femimu to the father or brother of 
Ma oride elect, mounts bia boise, ox TesQa&se& \a& ^^»»^ '-^^ ^aSisa^iu^ 
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peity, and in contented ignorance of all that relates to her character 
or person. 

Will^ou take this woman, whether she be halt, or deaf, or humped, 
or blind ?" asks the priest on the bridal day, as the happy bridegroom 
stands opposite to a mummy-like mass of gold threads and cachemire, 
wil^ his own monstrous calpao tricked out in the same ghttering 
^nfiry, until he looks like a male Danae j and with true stoud Arme- 
nian philosophy he answers : "Even so I will take her/' 

The Europdin Toung lady associates the idea of marriage with ten- 
derness, and indiilgence, and domestic enjoyment ; emancipation from . 
maternal authority, and comparative personal liberty. She smiles in 
the stillness of her own spirit at the fair visions of happiness that rise 
before her ; and there is no bitterness in the tears with which she 
quits the home of her infancy. But the Armenian maiden only 
exchanges one tyranny for another ; she is tl:ansx>orted to the home of 
a stranger, whom a priest has told her that she is to love, and whom 
she has never seen — ^beneath the roof-tree of a man whom henceforward 
she is bound' to honour, though her heart may loathe the mockery. 
To obey is her least difficult duty, for she has been reared m obedience ; 
but jet she cannot escape the pang of feeling how much more easy 
was that blind submission to another's will, when it was enforced by 
the motiier who had laid her to sleep upon her bosom in her infancy, 
and en. whose knee she had sported m her girlhood, than when she is 
suddenly called upon to- bow meekly beneath the dictation of a new 
and strange task-mistress, knit to ner by no tie, save that new and 
unaccustomed link which has just been riveted by the Church ; and by 
whidi she has become the slave, not only of her husband, but of his 
parents also. 

/Has she fortune, beantv, rank, tiiey avail her nothing ; for two long 
yean she must not speak before her step-mother, save to reply to 
some question that ma^be put to her ; and, should she herself become 
a parent shid has yet a sterner and a more difficult task to learn ; for 
md cannot even fondle her infant before witnesses, but must fly and 
hide herself in her own chamber when she would indulge the outpour- 
inn of maternal love. \ 

How melancholy a contrast does this Armenian barbarism afford to 
the beautiful devotedness of every inmate of a Turkish harem to the 
oonafort and happiness of infancy ! There it is difficidt to decide 
which is really the mother of the rosv, laughing, boisterous baby that 
is passi^ from one to the other; ana welcome to the heart and anus 
of iJl. The little plump, spoilt, mischievous urchin, whose lil'e is one 
long holyday of fun ana frolic, and whose few fleeting tears throw all 
around nim into commotion. An infant is common propertv in a 
Turkish harem — a toy and a treasure alike to each — whether it be the 
child of the stately hanoum whose will is law. or of the slave whose 
duty is obedience ; and it is certain that if cnildrcn could really be 
*' killed with kindness," the Ottoman empire, in as far as the Turks 
themselves are concerned, would soon be a waste. 

There can, I think, be no doubt that l\\e\Ae ol ^\^,\cnkwjKssv5ss^> 

AeaH-Bbutting ceremony led by the ArmemaBS acKvci\i^ \k\w«a^^^'a»os^^^ 

ham in s great degree the. cause oi th^ ^Ui^i^Vj o^ OMsxwi\Jcx^^^»^ 
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which I have elsewhere reproached them. It would, pethaps, he 
difficult to find a finer race of men in theworld^as far as tJoeir penonal 
^pearance is concerned ; while it is certain that nowhere doiold thor 
be exceeded in mental, or I shoold rather say moral, inertness. Inafi 
affiedrs of commerce^ where the subject may be reduced bj nik» and 
decided by calculation, they are competent alike to undertake sod to 
comprehend it ; but once endmyour to while them beyond the diaaied 
cmue of their money-bags—^ detach their thoughts for a moBDOit 
from their piastres— and mej cannot utter three consecutiTe aentonees 
to wldcji if is not a waste or time to listen. 
That they are a most valuable portion of the jKipuktion admib of 




energy, more self-appreciation, and more moral devdopment, thejooold 
not continue to be the tame listiess imitators and iddaters cc tiieir 
masterd that th^ now are. 

The Armenian holds the same position among the b^eds of tiieSast 
as the.buffiBdo amon|; the quadrupeds. He bears his load and pei:fonn8 
his task with dodhty, wShout appearing conscioufl that lie can be 
capable of anything beyond this; and even the sara£s, or bttites to 
the Pashas— -a class ofmen in whom I expected to encounter, at kast 
occasionally, an individual of general acquirements and information, 
as feur as my own experience went — scarcely formed an exoeptim to 
the rule. I kne^ manv among them who were exceeding^ amiable, 
and possessed of great snrewdness, but it was all professional subtLefy ; 
it extended not beyond the objects on which their personal interests 
were hinged. Not one in a score can spet^ five words of any Euro- 
pean language, or be induced to exhibit the slijghtest wish to acquire 
one. In a word, I should say that the Armenians, as a nation, were 
worthy, well-meaning, and useful, biit extremely uninteresting mem- 
bers of society, possessing neither tiie energy of the Greek^ nor the 
strength of character so conspicuous in the Osmanli— a moi 



monev-loving people, having a proper reu^ard for the ''purnk and fine 
linen of the world, and quite satisfied to bear the douHe yoke of 
the Sultan and the priesthood. 



CHAPTER Lin. 

Season-Changes at Constantinople— Twiligrht— The Palace Garden— Th« Falaoe of 
Beglierbey— Interior Decorations— The Bath— The Terraces— The Lake of the 
Swans— The Air Bath— The Emperor's Vase— The Oilded Kiosk- A Disap- 
I>ointment. 

We had landed at Constantinople amid the snows of winter ; we 

had danced through the Carnival at the jpalaces of Pera ; seen the 

early primroses spring intYie'V^e^ ol\\ife^^^t Waters^ and the first 

violets blossom among tih^e tombs in. ^i^i«i ^seokaXfcx^ ^1^^>i^. ^^\ad. 

badled the brigbteniog summer «a*\\.^Nxo\fe*\\&wws««»«i.xoi^ 
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fingers amid the bursting roses of the terrace-gardens, whispered its 
gentle promises in the low murmuring breezes which cnrl^ lovingly 
tne dear ripple of the Bosphoros, ana made mystic mnsic amongtne 
leafy phme-nees. We had glided over that ripple by mooidirht in a 
fairy bark, whose golden glitter flashed back the sweet light that 
touched K, and whose broad-bladed oars flung the light spray from 
them at every stroke, like mimic stars. 

We had dropped down with the tide under the '' hill of the thousand 
nightingales, when they made ni^ht vocal with their melody. I shall 
never forget that hour ! It was m the very heart of summer, and in 
the West the twilight lingers lovingly upon the earth, as though it 
were loth to leave a scene of so much beautjr ; and in the dim fight 
the wanderer who moves slowly among the sights and scents of ihe 
most luxurious of seasons, may see the chalices of the reviving flowers 
opeaiing to receive the dew-offering poured forth as if in homage to 
their beauty, and the tinted lip of every Orient blossom uplifted to 
the ^teful touch of the tears of night. It was at the last hour of 
daylight; but, in the East, the giant Darkness overshadows the 
earth only for an instant in his approach, ere he lays his sable hand on 
the landscape, and effiices its outline. 

I had bc^en passing the day in one of the palaces that skirt the 
channel It was a season of festivity, and my father and myself had 
shared, with about fifty other guests, the princely hospitauty of its 
owner. We had met earl^, ajuoL after many hours of excitement and 
exertion, I felt that craving for mental repose always the most 
imperative after a lapse of time in which the spirit has been more 
taxed than the physical strength. 

From the supper-room I accordingly strolled into the garden. 
Daylight was just lookmg its last over the waters ; and ahready the 
shadows of the Asian hills were looming long upon their surface. I 
turned listlessly from the broad path which, overhung with trellised 
roses, divided the parterre almost in the centre, an(L striking into a 
screoied way hedged on either side by a deep belt of ever^preens and 
flowering smnbs. retreated witii a rapid step from the immediate 
neighbourhood ot the iUuminated saloons that gave upon the garden ; 



falling, and the blossoming trees among which I passed were givmg 
out a cool fresh scent as the moisture touched them ; an occasional 
tuft of violets, nestling at their roots, flung a rich perfume to the sky ; 
and the faint odour of the far-off orangery, which was already invisible 
in the fading light, came occasionuly on the breeze like a gush of 
incense wafted by tne hand of Nature in homage to her God. 

Another breath, and down oame the darkness* above and about me. 
Hie stern mountains were faintly pencilled against the horizon ; the 
breeze signed through the blossom-laden branches as though it 
mourned the loss of tne daylight ; and conjured, as it seemed, by that 
soft sound, up sprang a single star into the Hwivcvsa— ^Xsax A^^'«^^ 
guttering, as though it had been formed oi on'fc ^\afe «ev^^T\RR^ ^^ 
mond, and was reiected back from the cairn \>osom q1 \>E!k&^^"«^^^^^^^ 
In bright but tempered brilliancj% 
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It "was a moment of enchantment ! And as my eye became aoeos- 
tomed to the sudden gloom, the whole horizon appeared changed. It 
was not blackness that veiled the skyi lu^t wore no sables; hot a 
far-spreacUng vestment of deep dense bine, withont a vapour to dim 
its intensity; and slowly, beantifally, into this empnrpled vault rose 
the soft moon, whose silver circle was almost perfect, casting, as she 
clomb her mysterious path, a hmg line of light across the channel, 
which glittered like liquid gems. 

The summer, with its luxury of leaves and flowers had passed awar: 
and we saw the bright green of the Asian woods grow into gold 
beneath the touch of autumn. Our days of pilgrimage were numbored; 
and Stamboul, with its mosques and its minarets, its domes and its 
palaces, was soon to be only a gorgeous memorv. 

Already had we said our farewell to many a fond and valued fiieni 
never, probably, to be looked upon again in life; and as we wandered 
amid scenes and sights to which we had become familiariaed, we fdt 
that indescribable sadness with whidi an object is ever contemplated 
for the last time. The heart may have becai wrong, the spiin mij 
have been pained, during a foreign sojourn; deep wadows may have 
fallen over the landscape ; but there must ever be sonny spots on 
which the memory lingers, and to which the affections ding. 

The freshness had passed away from the Valley of the Sweet Waters, 
and the turf had wimered beneath a scorching sun; yet to me it was 
still beautifoL The sparkling Barbyses was shnrnken to a siher 
thread, but in my mind's eye I yet saw it filling its graceful channel 
and ghding like a snake through the silent uen. 'The cemetery <h 
EyouD was glorious ! The lordly trees which overhang the tombs 
were rainbow-like in their tints ; and the gilded headstones appeared 
to be overcanopied by living gems. • 

Every hour passed in the solemn Necropolis of Scutari was a 
distinct mine of thought. Its deep, dense shadow^ its voiceless soli- 
tude, its melancholy sublimity, all remained as I haii first felt them. 
The seasons effect no change on this Gi^ of the Dead. The long dim 
avenues of cypress put on no summer livery to flaunt in the gariidi 
sunshine — amid the snows of winter, and the skies of spring, they 
wear the same dark hues — ^the autumnal beams shed no golden tints 
over their duskv foliage ; nor do the summer heats betray them into 
blossoming. The grave-tree, nourished by the mouldering remnants 
of mortalij^, dank with the exhalations of the tombs, and rooted in a 
soil fed witn corruption, drinks not the dews, and revels not in the 
daybeam, like the chan£pefal child of the sunshine^ which flings its 
leafy ana light-loving branches over a painted kiosk, or a marble 
fountain. It is dark and silent, as the dead above whom it springs ; 
and the wind moans more sadly among its boughs, than when it sweeps 
through the leaves of the summer woods. 

The very streets, narrow, difficult, and even plague-teeming as they 

were, acquired a new interest when we remembered that in a few 

weeks we should tread them no more. The columns of the Atmeidan 

— the "Tree of Groans" \)es\dei\kei^'Q»Q2fM^^^'l^^5J^^ Achmet— the 

gorgeous fountain of Topp-Ywflm<b — ew^ ^SiaMas^ ^X^soa^ss^ ^sa^*^Ba(&. 

ncretofore, as we felt tliat il ^^aa \^«i^a2^, 
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^Riese were oar diosen haunts^ and the steam-vessel that was to 
cxmyey us to ih& Danube, bv which route we had decided on retuminff 
to Enmaiid, already lay in tne port, when an officer of the Imperud 
Housenold bore to us the gracious permission of the Sultan to visit 
liis palaces: coupled with the injunction that we were to be unac- 
oompanied by any other IbmnL Not a moment was to be lost ! We 
had not a week to remain in the countrjr ; and we accordingly 
.appointed the morrow for crossing to the ^ded summer Palace of 




w~ caique was at the pier of Yeni-keuy at ten o'clock: and we 
shot athwart the diannd which was steeoed in sunshine, like wild 
birds. At the marble gate we were met oy the courteous individual 
who was ioaakas our guide through the saloons of the Sultan ; and, 
having made our bow to the K'iara, who was also awaiting us, we 
stepped across the threshold, followed by the gaze of the astonished 
ffuara. : and skirting the rainbow-like garden, we passed along the 
fine of gilt lattices which veil the seaward boundary of tiie pleasure- 
groonds, and entered the halL 

The ftist f^ajooe of the interior is not imposing. The double stair- 
case, sweeping orescentwise through the centre of the entrance, 
contracts its extent so much as to ^ve it the appearance of being 
insignificant in its proportions ; an effect which is. moreover, consider- 
ably heightened by the elaborated ornaments of the carved and gilded 
balustrades and pulars. But such is far from being the case in r^tv ; 
lis, from this outer apartment, with its flooring of inlaid woods, 
arabesqued Veiling, ana numerous casements, open no less than eight 
^padous saloon^^ appropriated to the imperii household. 




velvet are relieved by sofas and lounges of European fashion — 
bijouterie from Geneva— -porcelain from Sevres— marbles from Italy 
— gems from Pompeii-y-rersian carpets — English hangings — and, in 
the principal saloons, six of the most magnificent, if not actually the 
six mott ma^iificent, pier glasses in the world; a present to the 
Sultan from the Emperor of Russia, after the treaty of Unkiar 

Uikwardsof twelve feet in height, and about six feet in width, of 
one single plate, and enclosed in a deep frame of silver gilt, beturing 
fhe united arms of the two empires ; these costly glasses reflect in 
every direction the ornaments of the apartment, and produce an effect 
aWost inagicaL While the highly elaborated ceiling, nchly ornamented 
with delicate wreaths of flowers, and the bright-pattemed carpet 
covering the floor combine to fling over the vast saloon an atmosphere 
of light and gladness, which is increased by the dazzling glones of 
the parterre spread out beneath the windows: with its fla-ghing fountain, 
gohten orangery, and long line of gleaming lattices. 

The reception-room is small, and remarkable only for the comfort- 
ably-cushioned divan on which the Suilan i^\n^ \^ ^rv&^^x^^ *«s2i^ 
the Boble view timt it commands oi ibe d;iasms\, ^\si >^^ '^ssssa^ia 
Faiat to the CasUe of Mahomet. 
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The banquetrng-hall is entirely lined witii inlaid woods of rare and 
beaatiM kmds finely mosaiced; the ceiling and the floor being alike 
enridbyed with a deep garland of grapes and vine-leaves, flung over 
groups of pine-apples of exquisite wonnnanshi^. 

Henoe, a long galler^^ conducted us to the private apartments of the 
Sultan, and on eyery nde were graceful fountains of white marfal& 
whose flashing waters fell with amusical sound into their sculptured 
basins. In one, the stream tridded from a plume of feathers wrought . 
in alabaster, and so delicately worked tiiat they almost appeared to 
bend beneath the weight of the sparkling drops ; in anoJ&er, the 
stream gushed forth, ov^owmg a lotus-flower, upon whose lip sported 
a group of Cupids. The private apartments, which separated the 
harem from the state wing of the palaoe, were the very embodiment 
of luxurious comfort; two of them were lined with wicker-work 

n' ted cream colour, tiie prettiest possible idea^ executed in the 
possible style. 

The harem was, of course, a sealed book : for^«as the ladies of the 
Sultan's household have never been allowed to mdulge their curiosity 
b^ a survey of that portion of the palace appropriated to Mahmoud 
hunself, it can scarcely be expected that any intruder should be 
admitted beyond the jealously-barred door forming their own 
boundary. 

The bath was beautifal. As we passed the crimson door with its 
crescent-shaped cornice, we ent«*ea a small hall in which two swans, 
the size of life, and wrought in pure white marble, w^re pouring forth 
the water that supplies the cold stream neceswy to the bathers. 
The cooling-room was richly hung with embroidered drai>eries ; and 
the mirror was surmounted by the Ottoman arms wrought in ffold 
and enamel. The bath itsdf realized a vision of the Arabian Nignts. 
with its soft, dreamy twilight, its pure and glittering whiteness, ana 
its exquisitely imagined fountains — and the subdued effect of our 
voices, dying awa^ in indistinct murmurs in the distance, served to 
heighten the illusion. 

Altogether, the summer palace of Sultan Mahmoud is as fair within 
as without ; and I have akeady said that it is the most elegant edifice 
on the Bosphorus. 

The nuraens, which rise to the summit of the steep height imme- 
diatelj Dehind the Serai, are formed into terraces, each being under 
the direction of a foreign gardener, and laid out in the fashion of his 
own land. Thus there are a Spanish, an Italian, an English, a German, 
and a French garden. Q'he deeped terrace is occupied by a fine 
sheet of water, called the Lake of the Swans, on which about thirty 
of these graceful birds, the Sultan's peculiar favourites, were disport^ 
ing themselves in the clear sunshine. Weeping willows, and other 
graceful trees, were mirrored in its calm bosom, and a couple of Raily- 
painted pleasure-boats were moored under the snadow of a magnificent 
mitfnolia. * 

About fifty jrards from the water, stands a ^racefrd edifice of white 
marble denominated the " Ait "Bam*,'* \si'w\5MSi\£a%\iJci\^ 
passes many a delicious lioxa dunxig \5afc wansaffit V^a^. ^^ ^*^?«\ 
2s paved, itwfei and lined m\ii TnaaW^-, wi^ cmpms&^i ^saweM^ 
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{onntains flio^ their waters £rom the lotus-leaves that are carved on 
the cornice or the smartment, through a succe^on of .ocean-shells, 
fantastically grouped, and dekcatelv chiselled, which divide the stream 
into a hundred slender threads, ana ultimately pour their volume into 
the basins, whence it escapes to the lake without, keeping up a con- 
tinual current of cool air, and murmur of sweet sound, whieh produce 
an effect idmost magical. In the centre of this saloon, whence several 
inferior apartments branch off on either side, stands a magnificent 
vase of vcm-antique, about eight feet in height ; a present to the 
Sidtan from the Emperor Nicholas. 

The hill is crowned bv a gilded kiosk, glittering amon^ cypresses 
and plane-trees; and tne whole establishment is more Bke a fairy 
creation, than the result of human invention and labour. 

On the tnorrow, we decided on paying another visit to the Serai 
Boumou, as the following day was that fixed for our departure. But 
alas ! when that morrow came, we had reason to congratulate our- 
sdves on having ahready penetrated beyond the '' Golden Gate; " for 
the waves of the channel were running mountain high, and the oppo- 
site coast was lost in a dense vapour of sleet and rain. The disap- 
pointm,ent was extreme : but, as there was no alternative, we were 
compelled to submit. Tor once /' our star was ^bankrupt : " and we 
were fain to console ourselves with the reflection that our last day in 
Asia had been so worthily spent. 



CHAPTEE LIV. 

The Bosphoros in Mist— The Ferdinando Piimo—Emballcatioii— Tardy tiafisengers 
—The Black Sea— The Turkish Woman— Varna— Visit to the Paslia— Rostem 
Bejr— Mustaplia Ni^ih Pasha— Turkish GaUantry— The Unes— Sunset Landscape 
— Bulgarian Colonies— Discomforts of a Deck Passage. ^ 

I NEVEB beheld the Bosphorus to less advantage than on the morn- 
ing of our departure from Constantinople ; for, as if to lessen our 
regrets on leaving it, its shores were concealed by mists formed of 
sxnall light rain, which effectually veiled their beau^. As doud after 
doud rolled by, each succeeded by a denser and darker vapour than^ 
its predecessor, we lost sight of every accustomed object ; and, though* 
I flung back the casement, and turned " a last, long, lingering look " 
along the channel, 1 was unable to distinguish even the most promi- 
nent points of view. 

The steam-vessel Ferdinando Frimo, in which we had secured our 
passage, was to arrive at YenOceuy at mid-da^r ; and we spent the 
earlier hours of the morning with some Greek friends, whose summer 
residence overhung the stream ; and from whose wmdows we had 
hitherto been enabled to see the fairv-like Palace of Beg;lierbe^^«3BsL 
the hiU-seated Castle of Mahomet, ttut, «JLaa\ lot qp« ^^ii«a5i,'«»ft- 
dations—tbe gilded glories of the Impeacuil ^T«i, «aS. ^^'^^^ 
towen of the Prophet's Fortress, 'weie «2QL<fc VxsTssisJtfiN ^kss^^^^or 
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glitter of tiie one, and the whitewash whieh had recently heea 
profosely and piorokingly laTished on the time-tinted walla of the 
■ other. 

Onward crept the mist as the day adranced ; and at length the 
oppos^ akore became yeQed by a vapour so dense that even the little 
vuuH^ of Soltani^^ immediatelv facing the terrace, disappeaied : and 
notiung was distmgnishable throngh the darlmeHa save, the soamy 
crests of the waves^ as they were driven .onward by tiie force of the 
coirent : and the white glewm of the seagull's ertended wings^ as he 
dipped nis bosom for an instant in the troubled waters, and then 
rose, with a wild cry, into the mnrky atmosphere. 

It was an honr of tears ; and I am not qnite sure whether at the 
moment I repined that no garish son shone foriJi to mock them; 
while I am, nevcrthelms, certain, that a more comfortless sensation 
never oppressed me, than that with which I contemplated the an- 
proach of the vessel throngh the turbid waves ; her colnnin of sable 
smoke lending a deeper tint to the angry donds ; and her iirow dash- 
ing aside the current in streaks of foam. As she lay-to in front of . 
the house, we hurried into the caique that was ahreadr freighted 
with our luggage ; turned a last look towards the Idma ones who 
thronged thetenace^ despite of the fjEust-falling lain, .and pushed 
out into the channel 

When we reached the packet we were miserabljr wet, and had to 
despatch our doaks, shaids, and coats, to the engine-room to dry; 
while our trunks and portmanteaux were lifted^ppinff upon the 
deck, giving the last touch of discomfort to our embarkation for a 
long and tedious voyage. In one respect I was, however, fortunate: 
as, from being the onl^ lady on board (and, indeed, the first who had 
yet undertaken the passage), I found myself in possession of a com- 
modious and comtortabljr-arranged cabin, well fitted with every 
requisite for lessening the inconvenience of ship-board. 

in twenty" minutes we were off Therapia; and in ten more we 
entered the !Bay of Buyukd^re. By the time we reached this poin^ 
the fo^ had deepened so much as to render it uncertain whether wc 
shoula be enabled to leave the Bosphorus until the following morn- 
ing.; a resolution to which the Hussian steamer, the Nicholas /., 
had already come the more readily: as she had on board the mother 
and sist^ of Madame de Boutinien, who were not anxious to tempt 
tiie perils of the Black Sea at so unpropitious a moment. Mr. Ellis, 
t)ur late ambassador in Per^ was also among her passengers ; and, 
like the ladies, he was quietly preparing for a comfortable dinner at 
the Russian Palace. 

As we lav alongside, these tidings were communicated by the 
captain of the Nicholas, who naturally endeavoured to induce our 
own to follow his example, and remain in the bay until daylight ; but 
the commander of the Ferdinand had too much energy to yield to the 
suggestion ; and at seven o'clock in the evening, the weather having 
somewhat moderated, he summoned on board one of his passengers 
who had delayed his embaikalion. xniti^ \)!^<& \a&\. isiQ.^nfiXLt, said set the 
steam on: wnen away we Nvent ^ V)ii^ ^e«^ <3fia«ca\. ^^ Sia& tw^ 
estahUabmGoli, leaving bdmuixxaVwo ox \Xff«fe^VV5aa<^s^^\«««w»w» 
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who had failed to pay attention to the signals which were made to 
announce to them our instant departure. 

Our party was a pleasant one. We had a Prussian baron, tall, 
serious, and high-bred; a German noble, gay, voluble, and tani soU 
peu gourmand; a colonel of the Goldstre»ain Guards; an Kun^;arian 
cavalier, holding a distinguished rank in the Austrian service : a 
Hussian-Greek aridst, bound on a tour of Italy, and fall of entnu- 
siasm both for himself and his art ; the captain of the levant steam- 
boat, on a survey of the Danube navigation; my father, and myself. 
The deck was crowded with Tdrks, Greeks, and Jews ; and among 
the rest by some poor old Turkish women on their way to Varna; 
and a couple of pretty young Greek girb bound for Galatz. 

All went on tolerably well until a couple of houn had elapsed, 
when, one by one, all the party began to disappear. The rude billows 
of the Black Sea replaced the comparatively smooth channel of the 
Bosphorus — the lighthouses of Fan^ikki loomed through the fog — ^we 
were fairly " at sea^"— and the sprav be^an to fall in showers over 
the paddle-boxes, inundating all the snivering Orientals who had 
" spread their mats and mattresses on that part of the deck. 

I never beheld a more perfect picture of wretchedness than one old 
Turkish woman, who, having resisted all the kindly attempts of the 
captain to induce her to chmige her position, and having been iairly 
soaked through by a succession of the heavy seas which we were con- 
stantly shii)pmg, at length permitted herself to be removed, and led 
aft to the tiller ; where she instantly buried herself among the folds 
of the wet awning that had been flung there out of the way, and 
resig[ied herself to ner misery. 

What a night we passed ! I thought that it would never end ; aCnd 
what rueful faces I encountered in the morning, when with some 
difficulty, and a §;reat deal of assistance, I dragged mj^df on deck I 
The wind was durectly in our teeth ; and as the vessel roUed from 
side to side, we continued to suffer direfully from the violence of the 
motion. It was an unspeakable relief when, at half-past four in the 
afternoon, we anchored off Varna, where we were to land three 

hundred bags 'of coffee, and where Colonel H , Captain E ^ 

my father, and mjself accompanied the Captain of the Ferdinamd on 
shore, to pay a visit to the Pasha. 

The sun was breaking so violently against the pier, that we were 
for a few moments undecided as to the most eligible spot on which to 
land ; nor was it without difficulty that we ultimately effected our 
purpose ; and almost immediately on entering the main street of the 
{own we encountered Eustem Bey, the commandant, a fine, intelligent 
young Italian officer in the service of the Porte, who speaks several 
EuroDcan languages, as well as the Turkish, most fluently, and who 
woula ere this have been created a Pasha, could he have been induced 
to embrace Islamism. 

The answer that he is reported to have made when the terms of his 

Eromotion were explained to him is worthy of record*. " lfeftk^^Jc!R. 
onour which I refuse ; but I am nevert\id.e;a:& coxo'Q^^^si Vsk^*^- 
I can dispose of my services, but 1 wn Tia\. «X \i\ie^ ^ ^^^ ^'^^ 
conscience/' 
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Under his guidance we traversed the town, and passed the mined 
citadd, on our way to the palace of Mustapha Kajib Pasha^ the present 
goyemor, who was removed firom his post at Tnpolrin coder to take 
possession of this important chai^. The palaqe is a handsome and 
somewhat extensive modem builoinff, commanding, from one of its 
fronts, an excellent view of the fortincations, and separated onlv h^a 
hig^ wall from the banadb, which are a^Mkble of aooommodatrng 
several thousand men. 

With an extent of courtesy unusual in the East^ Niqib Pasha 
received us standing, and wdcomed us with thfe cordial Bounmm^ 
he motioned us to the sofa on which he had himself been sitting. He 
is a remarkably animated-looking man of about five-and-forty, with a 
quick em and a most agreeable smile. He was surrounded by psqpers. 
and bendjB the chibouk that he had been smoking lay a small imxiel 
iar mounting guns upon their carriages. 

The most costly pi^ were introduced for the sentlemen, and 
offered to myself ; and the procession of "blue-coatea serving men" 
was quite amusing, as tiiey entered with the lon^ chibouk in one hand, 
and UL the other the little brass dish, in which, as they knelt, they 
deposited the bowl of the pipe. Coffee succeeded, and was re^daoed 
by raisin shoHbet ; and as we shortly afterwards expressed our desire 
to see the fortifications, we were instantly offered horses to enable us 
to ride round the lines. The gentlemen were thus provided for at 
once ; but, as I was not prepared for such an excursion, I was about 
to resign myself to what I considered an inevitable disappointment, 
when the Pasha courteouidy expressed his regret that he could not 
provide me with an European saddle, and bagged me to accept his 
carria^ as a substitute. I gladly availed myself of Ids kdncmess; 
and while the equipage was preparm^, listened with as much surprise 
as interest to the converssSion with which he beguiled tiie tune. 
Among other things, he mentioned his extreme disappointment at the 
non-receipt from Europe of some able works on fortification that he 
had been long expecting; and expressed his eamest desire to possess 
models of all the new mventions tending to perfect the worlds upon 
which he was engaged. He inquirod whether he could offer to us 
anvthing that would be acceptable on board ; and even enumerated 
milk, fruits, and sweetmeats, which he pressed upon us with an ear- 
nestness perfectly demonstrative of his smcerity. 

On our rising to take leave, he said that he should expect us back 
to dinner, and that he would, cause it to be prepared against our 
return; and he appeared much hiirt at our assurance of the impossi- 
bility of our availing ourselves of his hospitality. As we were preparing 
to make our parting salutation, he left the room, and moved forwara 
to the head of the stairs, where he saluted us inoividually as we passed 
him, in the kindest and most gracious manner, wishing us a fortunate 
voyage, and assuring us of the pleasure that he hadderived from our 
visit. 

A troop of servants followed us to the door, where we found the 
kavashlir of the Pasha stationed on either side the entrance to do us 
bonoxa. But a still mote a®ceea5a\<& ^^yis^ '^^ VJwb ^'n&ss&. \Mdtscha, 
drawn bjfour greyTartailaotaeaj'^^'^^^^'^^^^^i^s^'o^^^^^^ 
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gate. The. carriage held forth such goodly promise, that Colonel 

H and Eustem Bey only were firm in their original purpose of riding 

round the lines ; the rest of the party immediately being of opinion 
that tii^ should prefer a drive. Nor had they an^ reason to repent the 
arrangement, for the spirited little Tartars earned us alonff at a sur- 
prising pace over all the rough and uneven ground, and through all 
the ditches of tiie neighbourhood, as though tney haa been cantering 
across a bowling-green. The fortifications are proceeding rapidly, ana 
most creditably ; five thousand men are constantly employed on the 
works, and the number is occasionally doubled. 

As the evening was closing in ere we regained the town, the scene 
was extremely sm^ular. The huts of the Bul^uian labourers, built 
of branches, and huddled together in clusters, were revealed by the 
camp-fires that blazed up among them, and revealed the flitting figures 
of those who were engaged in the culinary preparations of the little 
colonies to which they belonged, while the appearance of the carriage 
drew to the entrances of then: jprimitive dwellings all the unoccupied 
inhabitants of the temporary village. 

Upon its outskirts herds of cattle were to be seen, slowly return- 
ing from their mountain pastures to the vicinity of the town ; and 
driven by ragged urchins, with sheep-skin caps and gaiters. The 
sun, meanwhue, was setting gloriously; and the outline of the fortifi- 
cations cut darkly against a back-ground of orange and crimson 
clouds, that stretchedfar along the west, and were pmowed upon two 
diurk and statelv mountains. Altogether the scene was one of en- 
chantment; ana I believe that there was not an individual of the 
party who did not regret t^e necessity of exchanging it for the 

floating prison" that awaited us on me Euxine; and which we 
regainea muder a heavy swell that rendered our passage from the 
shore the very reverse of agreeable. 

During our visit, the deck of the Ferdinand had been nearly cleared 
of itspassen^fers; and the poor old Turkish woman whom I have 
already mentioned, had, with some difficulty, crawled forth from her 
awning, shivering with cold, and looking the very picture of wretched- 
ness. I had endeavoured in vain durmg the day to induce her to 
bathe her hands and feet with brandy ; for she no sooner smelt it 
than she put it from her, exclaiming, " Sin— sin ;" nor could I pre- 
vail on her to foUoy^ my advice. The only thing that she would 
receive was a cup of coffee, and on that she seized as a famishing man 
would have clutched food. It was really a relief to me when 1 saw 
her safdy embarked on board the boat which was to land her at 
Varna. 

On our departure from Buyukder^, we had been half amused and 
half annoyed by the efforts of a young Turkish officer, to appear 
nnooncemed at the rough treatment that we were experiencing firom 
the tempest-chafed waves of the Black Sea. He sang, he shouted, 
he toasea his arms above his head, and yelled forth his Mtuhalku at 
every roU of tiie vessel ; but ere we haa been tossing about manv 
hours, the exulting tones died away in a qufttula^aa tw^VsJift^., -srWL 
announced that Ids exultation was destim»i\ft\» ^<3f\i^^\"wss^^ 
the morrow I lemaxked tliat be waULed\)lckft ^wSt^^n^^^^^^^*^^^ 
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mulons as that of a lady ; and was one of the first to make his eacsspa 
onshore. 

The two little Greek girls [who were bound for Galatz were stOl 
lying upon the deck^ rolled in their fur pelisses : in that state oi hqpe- 
less and resided misery which is the last staffe of sea-nausea; m 
when we retired for the night their young brother was sitt^ beside 
ihffln, wiHi a i>ale cheek and heavy eyes, as though he;, to^liad not 
escaped a pomon of their suffering. 

CHAPTER LY. 

The Danube— Ciosaack Ooard-— Moldavian Mnaqoitoes—Tiiltzin— Galatz— Placoe 
Oondactors— Proarian Officer— Ezcorslon to Stttstria^-Amateor Boatoen— 
VfnUAneA Hanilet--The Lame Baron^The Salate— SiUstrian ^asaiita— A Fie- 
Nic in the Wilda— The Tortoise— Canoes of the Danube— The Moldaiiaa State- 
Bange— Pictoresqae Boatmen— The Water Partsr— Painful Politeneaa — ^VisitoCtiie 
Hospodar— Suite of his Highness— Princely Panic— Tbe Pannonia. 



At three o'dock on the following day, we entered the Ghinrchen 
mouth of tiie Danube, which is omy two hundred fathoms in width ; 
and extremely dif&cult of access for sailing, vessels. The shores at 
this opening are low^ marshy, and treeless, presenting as desolate an 
appearance as can well be conceived: and are only relieved at inter- 
vals of about a mile, by the rude mud huts of the cordon samUaire d 
Cossacks, placed along the Moldavian coast to enforce the quaran- 
tine. The apnearance of these reed-roofed hovels was beycmd ex- 
pression wretched; and the long lances of the guard, stuck into the 
earth along the front of the tenement, and the apparition of a mounted 
Cossack appearing and disappearing among the tall reeds idiich 
were the soutary produce of the lancL were almost requisite to con- 
vince us that they could really be the habitations of human benigs. 

Beside many i of these hovels an extraordinary erection attracted 
our attention ; it consisted of four tall wooden stakes driven into the 
ground, and supporting, at about the heieht of eight feet from the 
earth, a small platform of wickerwork, tnatch^d«in some two feet 
higher ; which we' ascertained were constructed as sleepiuR-plaoes, 
wherein the unhappy dwellers in the Moldavian marshes took rcibce 
against the clouds of musauitoes that infest the Danube ; and which, 
being of immense size, innict a sting that is far from oontemptiUe. 
Fortunateljr for their human victims, these voracious insects ny low, 
never trusting themselves to the current of wind that, as it sweeps 
along, might overcome their strength of wing; and thus this soli- 
tary medium of escape from their virulence is adopted all along the 
river. 

At ten o'clock at night, we arrived off Tultzin, where we remained 
only an hour : and then profited by the moonlight to pursue our voyage 
to ualatz, which we xeac\ied at ^nc m \\ifc Tsi^TDLS^^^ock^^sofij^cired 
beside the Quarantine groimd-, «^ smaJ^ «'eacfcT«^s^^\sst'^BSk^si.fiHaB. 
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siye use of the steam oompanj, and- separated from the road leading 
iato the town by a double pahsiEding of wood about breast-hi^h. 

Here commenced our land miseries ! We were looked up6n as a 
society of ph^ue-conductors, and treated accordingly. Parties of the 
Galatsians collected along the outer fence to contemplate the infected 
ones whose contact they dreaded; and meanwhile we enjoyed the 
priyil|^ of walldng up and down an avenue formed of ocnus on the 
one side, and taUow packed into skins on the other. 

We were visited at the palisades by the British and Austrian con- 
sols ; and by a Prussian gentleman, who, on our arriinal tA, Constanti- 
nople, had been in the service of the Sultan^ which he had now 
exchanged for that of the Hospodar of Moldavia. We had made his 
acauaintance at the Military College, and he had been long on the 
look-out for us at Galatz. 

He appeared perfectly satisfied with his new speculation, and talked 
much of nis enjoyment of the liberty of this new locality; a libcarty in 
which we were unfortunately not permitted to share. And such 
being the case, we bade adieu to our friends on the town side of the 
fence; and. after having ascertained that the Fanmrnia steamer, 
which should have been on the spot ready to receive us, would not 
reach Galatz until late at night, we determined on rowing across to 
the opposite shore of Silistria^ in order to relieve our enmui. 




crew tJiat had probably ever " caught crabs " in its muddy waters . 
all the seamen belonging to the vessel being employed in lading ana 
unlading merchandwe. 

Nothmf could exceed the wretchedness of the little hamlet that 
was seatd along the Cjdge of a creek, into which we passed when we 
had gained the Silistrian side of the river. The low hovels, rudely 
built of mud. and roofed with reeds, were lighted by windows of oiled 
lamb-skin; the floors were of earth ; and nothing more cheerful than 
twOight could penetrate into the single apartment which served for 
" kitchen, snd narlour, and hall." Not the slightest attempt at a 
garden was visible, though the village stood upon the verge of an 
extoisive wild, stretching away far as the eye could reach, and 
covered with redundant, although stunted, vegetation. The groond- 
ash, the caper-tree, the gum-cistus, the wild hollyhock, the flagpreed, 
and the water-willow were abundant ; while patches of white dover 
and vetches were scattered about in every direction. 

As the Baron E~ — was lame, and unable to undertake a long walk, 
he with some d^culty procured a horse that had just been released 
from a'waggon. the ragged peasant to whom it belonged not being 
proof itf[ainst the sight of a purse, which was shaken before him as the 
most emdent hinguage that could be employed to enforce the demand • 
and. when the laughing German had mounted the packsaddle, armed 
with his meerschaum and cane, and grasped the knotted rope that 
served as a substitute for a bridle, he was by \iO tCLeas\& t£& \s&&^ 
picturesque of the party. ^ 

WfiJiadnot long pursued the patti \eadisi!|^ Vi >^ ^^^ias^^^Jtsjiiass 
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we were bound, when we heard the salute fired at inid-day br the Tefdi- 
nattd, in honour of his Highness the Hospodar of Moldayia^ who 
chancibd to be residing temi)oran]T at Gaktz ; and to ^om, as he was 
paiticohixly solicitous to facilitateby every means in his power the local 
arrangements of the steam-company, they were carefaito pay all dae 
honour ; and indeed somewhat more, as tney gave him a sarate of one- 
and-twenty guns^ that came booming along the wild through whidi 
we were wandering, and echoing over the waters of the little stream 
that bordered it : startling the burds by which the riyer-willows were 
tenanted, and oispelling momently the deep silence of the jiide 
solitude. 

When, after a walkof considerable len^h, we reached the hamlet that 
was the object of our excursion, we excited universal attention and as- 
tonishment among the women and children who crowded the cottage 
doors, and who were universally dad in coarse white lin^ ; the females 
wearmff huge silver ear-rings, round bracelets of coloured dass, and 
rinffs cl every dimension. All were barefooted ; and the chilmnm, who 
hucuiled togdher in croups to gaze upon the passing stran^^ers. were 
wretdied-looking littife mortals, with their li^ht hair hanging m en4ocks 
about their ears, and their rags fluttering m the breeze, llie hovds 
were universally built of mud, and roofed with reeds and the long leaves 
of the Indian com ; with chimneys of basket-work. In short, I never 
beheld a more thorouflh demonsbation of the fact that human neces- 
sities adtually exceed out little those of the inferior animals, and that 
the tiiousand wants which ^w up around civilization are merely facti- 
tious. These isolated individuals were scantily and coarsely clothed ; 
fed almost entirely upon vegetables and the black wheaten bread, of 
which the grain was grown in their own gardens ; Indian ^mtnat 
supplied them at once with food, fuel, and bedding ; lodged m hovels 
better suited to cattle than to human beings : and yet they were not 
merely healthfal and happy, but, as I have ahready notic^ they had 
their umocent vanities, and mdulged in all the glories of coloured glass 
trinkets. 

The only men whom we saw in the hamlet were engaged in 
packing water-melons into the wicker bullock-cars destined to con- 
vey them to the market at Galatz ; and of some of these we imme- 
diately possessed ourselves. A shawl flung over the tall stems of 
some flag-n^, and propped by a rake, was soon converted into an 
awning for me, and we made a most primitive and delicions meaL 
seated on the fresh grass among the wild flowers. As we sauntered 
quietly back to the river-side, we collected some of the shells that 
had been driven up the creek bv the river tide ; and captured a fine 
tortoise that was sunning itself on the turf, which we carried on 
board ; where we returned tolerably fatigued with our ramble in the 
wilds of Silistria. 

We were amusing ourselves on deck after dinner by watohing the 

passage of the canoes which the natives impel by a wooden paddle 

precisely after the manner of the Indians, when we observed half- 

a-dozen men nishing down upon a \VU\e -vocAksl ^Set YsmicdLat-ely 

under the stem of the Ferdinand. w\\eTe ^^ W^^^e^Vi^i ws«^^ 

two gaudy^ooking boats, painted m vccvmcissQi sVxv^^ Q!l^ttt^«A>^>», 
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Nor irere the sroup who sprang into the largest of them less remark- 
able than the Boats themselves ; and we had some difficulty in per- 
suading omrselYes that they were the boatmen of the Prince, and not 
a pariT ot ^j^rrolean ballet-dancers. They wore broad flapped hats, 
boimd py a njbbon of red and blue, hanging in long ends ufhon their 
ahopldera, and ornamented in front by a large M, worked in gold : 
their shirts and trowsers were of white, with braces and garters of 
red and bine ; while wide scarlet sashes, fringed at the ex&emities. 
completed their costume. The Moldavian bsumer was hastily affixed 
to the stem of the boat ; and then a party of servants thronged the 
pier, who were succeeded by a couple of aides-de-camp, and a grave 
eldenT gentleman in an oriental dress ; and lastly arrived the Princess, 
a middle-aged, plain-looking person, attended by three ladies, who 
were didy dciaked and shawled by the obsequious aides-de-camp. 

During this process the guns of the Ferdinand were once more 
prepared; and the fantasticadly-dad b9atmen had not dipped their 
oars thrice into the stream, and her Highness, the Kospoaar«f«, was 
yet jsndex the stem of the ship, when bang went the first gun, witii 
a flash and a peal that, somewhat discomp^ed her nerves ; tod she 
raised her arm deprecatingly towards the captaiiL who stood bare- 
headed near the wheel ; but the gesture was unheeaed. 

'* She wishes you to desist. Captain Everson ;" I remarked, as I 
detected the action. 

'' Can't help that, ma'am ;" answered the commander of the Fer- 
dinand: " she's the Prince's wife; and she shall have her thirteen 
guns, whether she likes them or not." 

She '' had " them accordingly, and they were fired in excellent 
stvie; while the two boats of the principalis fiaunted their party- 
coloured glories across to the other shore. I do not know whether 
her Highness anticipated the probability of being compelled to " smell 
powder " on her return, as well as on her departure ; but it is certain 
that she did not land near the Ferdinand when she repassed to the 
Moldavian side of the river. 

• On the following morning, it was announced to us that his High- 
ness the Hospodar intended to honour the vessel with a visit ; and 
we were particularly requested to avoid coming in contact with him- 
self or suite^ lest we might bequeath the plague to his principality in 
return for his politeness. Of course, we promised compliance : and 
as the Fannoma had not yet made her appearance, we were glad of 
any excitement to relieve the tedium of our detention. At eleven 
o'dock the wretched drums and fifes of the garrison announced that 
the Prince was approaching. The guard at the entrance of the 
quaiantine-ground was turned out; officers, covered with tags, 
aiguilettes, and embroidery, passed and repassed the palisade; a 
crowd of idlers lined the road; the Tyrolean boatmen were once 
more at their post ; the trading vessels in tiie port, which were lading 
with wheat, had their decks clean washed ana their colours hoisted. 
Li short, the harbour of Galatz was in the full enjoyment of " a sensa- 
tion," when the gates of the enclosure \i«e Wawira. Vsw^vB^xsi*^ 
the infected space walked bis Hig\m.es&,«b\i\XXi& ^«M^>i^Mssss^ 'wa^ 
vitb huge whiten Bsad moustactea, ^me^^^ TsvsitfSw^ 
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enoimoos pair of golden epaulettes that he ^vore on a plain blue frock- 
coat. On nis right stood his Russian dragoman, ooyered with a dozen 
ribbons, clasps, and medab : who never railed his imn^ wiflraut 
liftmg his cap, and uttering Mon Prince ! in an accent of Hie most 
folsome adulation : and on his left walked his physician, a fine voong 
man of very gentlemanlike manners and ^ypearance. Lnme^qatdy 
behind him came the Moldavian Minister of the Interior, all fnrs na 
wadded silk ; and the procession was closed by a score of aides^ 
camp, officers of the household, and hangers-on. 

Tne party remained a considerable time in the quarantine-eDclosiire 
ere thev came on board ; and I suspect that his Highness b^gan to 
repent that he had volunteered so perilous a visit : but as it was too 
hxe to recede, he at length ventured to tmst '' Ciesar and his for- 
tunes " to the temporary keeping of the plague-ship i and advancing 
to the stem of the vessel where our |)arty were standing, he verv gra- 
ciously expressed his regret that he could not avail him£^, as he snould 
have been delighted to do, of our presence in the priildpality, bjdaimiiig 
us as guests during our stev, owing to the unhappy prev alooce of jdagne 
in the countr]^ that we had left. After this he talked very sofenmly 
of the necessity of strictly observing the quarantine \ made two or 
three more bows in a peculiarly ungracefol style ; declined tbe diam- 
pagne that had been prepared for mm in the great cabin; and made 
nis exit with infinitely more alacritr than he had made his entry: 
only -pausing in the enclosure to lift his hat as the first gun was firea 
of the salujte which celebrated his visit. 

When his Highness had departed, and that the last scene of this 
Moldavian comedy had been enacted, we had nothing left to do but 
to walk the deck, and contemplate the muddiest-looking of all rivers. 
Unlike* the Pasha of Yama, the Hospodaf made no inquiry into our 
wants and wishes, andino ofiPer of the local milk and honey that might 
have tended to increase our comfort on board ; although the captain 
of the Ferdinand sent him a bushel-basket of magnificent grapes, 
which, after they had been subjected to repeated immersion, were 
declared to be non-conductors, and were admitted U) pratique accord- 
ingly. 

It was not imtil iye o'clock in the affcemoon of the second day, 
that the Fannonia anchored beside us : aSid, as she had to take her 
coab on board, she could not sail until eight and forty hours after 
her arrival. The transfer of passengers did not take place until late 
on the morrow; for when tne inferiority of her accommodations 
became apparent, we of the Ferdinand were in no haste to change 
our quarters. 

We had 1^ Constantinople in a fine, well-kept ship; where a barrier 
was erected which preserved the after-deck from the intrusion of the 
inferior passengers ; and where the cabins were comfortably fitted up. 
and supplied in the most liberal maimer with everything that could 
contribute to the convenience of their occupants ; and, although we 
were quite prepared for less space in the Fannonia, from the uict of 
her being merely a river-\)oat, we were \y5 -wi Ts^«i»D& ^alvsfifid on dis- 
coveiing the confusion that ei^tedi onVec ^e^\^>Ms»TOQj^^ 
dirty Tuika, and noisy Greeks, were w^jasW^ ^Ta.Vct^ssasB^Nft>» 



HIBSOYA. 831 

stem ; blocking up the path of the cabin-passenffers. and filling their 
clothes with vennin, and their atmosphere with the busies of bad 
tobaooo ; nor the cheerless discomfort below, where not even a wadli- 
ing-staad had been provided ; and we were suddenly thrown upon our 
Ofwn resources for all those little comforts, that, from tiie arrangement 
of the vessel in which we left the port of Constantinople, we were 
entitled to expect throughout the voyage. ^ Thus mudi for the dis- 
airay of the Pannonia: and I mention it in order to prepare future 
traveUors on the Danube not to be misled, as we ourselves were, by 
the satisfactory aspect of the Ferdinattd, mto a belief that such will 
continue to gladden them on the river ; while on the other hand I am 
bound in justice to add, that the table is infinitely better served than 
ihat of the firat vessel ; a fact that may perhaps compensate to many 
individuals for the absence, of those personal comforts of which our 
own party so bitterly felt the want. 

Nor must I omit to make honourable mention of the artiste to 
whom this department was confided. An Italian by birth, and a wit 
by nature, as weQ as a cook by profession, we were indebted to him 
and his goitar for many a pleasant hour that would otherwise have 
passed l^vily enough. As the dusk grew into darkness, he used to 
come upon deck wim his instrument, and sing Neapolitan bt^o songs, 
with a spirit and gtisto that almost convulsed us with laughfer. Ana 
as we stood about him, listening to his minstrelsy, and looking on the 
bright moonlight silvering along the river-tide, where it wasnotover- 
sh^owed by the tall trees tha^ fringed the bank beside which we 
were s[liding, and startiins wit^ our somewhat noisy merriment the 
deep silence of those scantily-peopled shores, the effect upon my mind 
was most exixaordinary. ^ 
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At half-past eleven in the morning we were off Hirsova, where wc 
embarked some more deck-passensers, greatly to our annoyance and 
discomfort. The few stra^glinp: villages that we had passed since our 
departure from Galatz were oi the most wretched aescription; and 
Hffsova itself is in a ruined state, bavins been besieged and taken by 
the Russians aito a gallant resistance of fifty days. It is situated in 
a ^orge between two rocks, and on the la^« isl VSaa \w^ ^^db^*^^ 
rums of the 2\irkish fortress, of w\iic\i oi^ «* te« cross^^s^L^^n^ 
and a solitary buttress now rcmaiiu 'Ma teteK«& ^^ xss&stfwsffl&RN^ 



ocnnmanded bf the opposite height on irhich the Rnsajoiu tlinnr np 
fortificatioiia. under wxio»e cover ]hej kept up an incessMit fire vpm 
the town ana the fort, anil ultmiat«ly<le8ni);ed both. SoareaofMUa 
are trtiU imbedded in the bank of t^ lirei, md nhnw tlie ilum: 
and, knowing what I do of the Torks, I h&ve no dirabt Out itvmla 
be imposaibb ki preraS on them to touch them, even for the pur- 
poses of traffic. 

Whoerer the boat stopped, crowda of the peaaantiy floeked to the 
edge of the water, and stood gaong at her in' Mburinc wiinider; te 
aa thia was tmlj her twelfth TOiM^i their cnriontr and *"tniMiiiMil 
had not jet sobaided. Front Sraora the landinme bmn toiB- 
prore on the Bolgaiian side.^ Gnmps of trees just ionduM. with the 
lirst antnmnal tints, *^ at interrals a glimpH* q£ liigliff T Xmd n tiko 
distance, relieved tlu eje. 

At two o'clock in the motning we arriTed at Slisbik, a amall town 
sQiTDonded by oatworks. and celebndcd for the hixn Tmiirfimrr of 
its ganison of twelve Utousand men, to an army of fifty thousasd 
ILnssians : a resistance so obstinate, or I should rather esy, SO 
heroio, as to endoie for nine long monuis ; and k> be terminated tsij 
br the utter destraction of the town, and the partial demolition of its 



. J a place in the page of histoij which could not be 

more woitibil; filled np. 

At half-past two in tiie afternoon we were off Tottoki, a van 
extensive village, presenting a most singular appeAnuioe; almost 
everj cottage havine a lar^ o^stack withm the littls gudem taxK, 
aa laive as the dwelling itself; aud manj of the cotiagea bang bd- 
lowed in the rock, while strings of red capsicums wieatlied moat of 



^_, „ e str«rta, who only paused in 

their several occupations for a moment as we passed, to watch onr 
progress, and then resumed their primitive occupation of reed-thatch- 
ing the cottages, or driving forth their cattle to the high lands in 
search of pasturage. 

Such herds of horses, oien, buBaloea, ttad pigs ; such flocks of goats 
and sheep, as are scattered along the whole of the Bul^riaii dtcm, I 
never saw in m; life ! The land in the.immediate vkiiu^of ^utoki 
was highly cultivated, and abounded in oom-fields ana Tine;aids; 
riving evidence of much greater energy and indnstry in ita peMaab; 
than any localit; that we nad vet witnessed. About naif a mile above 
the village a row of water-mills, six in number, were moored across 
the current ; each mill was supported on two mtatdng baigea of vet; 
curious construction, and as thej were all at work the; presented a 
singular ap^aronce. 

Shortly after we had passed Turtuld we saw about twenty pelicans 
congregated on a bar ot sand which projected into the river. And 
during the day we remarked several eagl^ on the wing ; and nnmbers 
ol the lieautiful white aigintte heiQos, whose gleaming plnmage 

glistened in the sunshine. 

I never belieldamDre gAorioua somA ftisjum. ^taM::s«^n»,. "^* 



THE WAIiLA.CHIAN COAST. 323 

liad jnssed seyeral wooded islands, fringed with river-willows/and 
fonmng points of view that almost appe£u:ed to have been artificially 
nroduoed; ^d we were just sailing past one of these when the son 
disappooed bdiind the niffh land oy which it was backed, and shed 
over the sky tints so richly and so deeply marked, as to make the 
mer-ripple sparkle like lionid gems, and to give to the stream the 
appearance of diluted amethysts and topaz. At this moment a sadden 
bemd in the Danube brought us beneath a rock crowned with the 
GnunibliDg ruins of a Genoese castle, at whose base a flock of goats 
were browsing on the ^reen underwood that clothed its fissures. 
Nothing: more was requisite to complete the beauty of the picture ; 
and bxm this moment we all began to entertain hopes of an improye- 
meni; in the aspect of the country through which we had yet to 



T|ie next town we readied was Ruschuk, which is of considerable 
ebcteo^ mdled, and surrounded by a ditch. It coniains only three 
iiionsand inhabitants, though it formerly boasted thirty thousand, 
Imt >irhThitM no symptom of that desolation we had remarked in 
aeveni other towns cm the river. It possesses nine mosques, and 
ite main street is wider and more carefully paved than any in Con- 
ataiitinoplcL Its prindpal trade is in salt from Olenitza; sugar, iron, 
apd manurantnreq TOods ; its exports are Uve stock, gram, wool, ana 
tiniber; and its industry comprises sail-making by the women, and 
boatAniilding by the men. 

» The extreme dieapness of food at Buschuk struck me so much that 
I took aoine pains to ascertain the price of the most common articles 
cf ooDsmnption ; and I subjoin the result of my inquiries as a posi- 
tive coziosity. Sf;gs were two hundred for a shilling ; fowls were 
ocmsidned exorbitant, — and the hi^ value which they constantly 
maintained was accounted for by tne fact that the market of Con- 
atantinople was in a great degree supplied from thence, — they were 
twopence each ; ducks and geese, from the same cause, cost two- 
pence halfoennv: turkeys averaged tenpence, being a favourite food * 
with the Orientals ; beef three halQ>eiice the oke, of two pounds and 
three quarters ; mutton the same price ; the wine of the country one 

. piaatie the quart; grapes a halfpenny the oke : melons, and pastoks 
of immense size, three farthings each ; bread equally cheap, but 
bad. 

^ Shqrtly after leaving Buschuk, I was amused for a considerable 
time in watchmg some cormorants that were diving for fish : while 

^ eveiy sand in the shallows of the river was covered with hunoreds of 

' Uoe plover. Wild ducks and geese also flew past the vessel in clouds ; 
and we purchased small sturgeon and sword-fish from a boat with 
which we came in contact. 

The Wdlachian coast still continued to pn^sent one swampv and 
uninteresting flat, save at dktant inter\'als, when a scattered and 
treeless villain built upon tne slope of a slight rise, broke for an 
instant upon its tame monotony. But Bulgaria grcvi' mVy(»»X^ "^^^ 
Hiproached its boondazy. Noble luHs, weW e\o\\\ej^ ^'\>^\x^:«&^^^^ 

,m mB tbe rainbow tints of autumn, and couli-AsXAa^ >^Mi ^v xvon 
umberhaes of tbe fading heech, andt\\e\)ng\i\.Nfc'^w c»U>^fc^«^^'=^^'^ 

y2 
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walnut, with the gav red garlands of the wild Tine, wliich flung its 
mby-coloived wreatiis from tree to tree, linking tnem togeUier in 
one glowing wreath. Snng little villages, with each its tmy fleet of 
fishing-boats, and its sandy shore oovered with groups of gazjers; the 
better classes clad after the Asiatic fashion, — ^tne men weaiiniif their 
turbans large and gracefaUv. arranged, and the women suffenng the 
fosAmac to nang nearly to uieir feet above the dark fericUhe : and the 
poorer among them dad in shapeless woollen garments, and nkh ca^ 
of blade sheepskin.- Herds of horses bounding over the hills in 
all the graceful lularity of fr^om. Droves of bnmJoes lyhig in the 
deep mud of the river, basking in the sunshine. Yineyaraa over- 
shadowed by fruit trees; fidds neatly fenced from tfaje waste, and 
rich with vegetables and grain, in turn varied the prospect; nor had 
we wearied of the scene when, at two o'dock, P.M., we arrived at 
Sistoff, a small, but flourishing town, with the ruin. cf. an old castle 
perched on a hdght immediately above it. Here, greatly to oor 
satisfaction, we landed most of our deck passengers ; and a kttle after 
seven in the evening we found oursdves abreaist of Nicopolis; but 
owing to the darkness we could only trace the ouUine of Hhe town as 
it cut against tiie horizon, and discovered that it was tolerably exten- 
sive, and surrounded by mgh bluff lands. 

Having been detained several hours by the f o^. whidi was extremely 
dense at daybreak, we did not reach Orava untu near nud-day. This 
town, which was d^royed by the Russians during the.. reign of 
Catherine, appears to be of considerable extent,. but it is only par- 
tially fortifi^. It possesses five or six mosques, some of which are 
scarcely visible from the fiver, owing to 'the very higji land that 
intervenes between a portion oi the town and the shore. The ruins 
of an old castle on the summit of a rock, and of a Roman bath on the 
water's edge, give a picturesque effect to the locality, i Some hours 
later we anchored on the Wallachian side to take in coals, which were 
obtained from Hungary, and said to be of very excellent quality : the 
little enclosure that contained them was situated dose to one of the - 
sanatory stations, and we were not permitted to approach within a 
hundred yards oi the white-coated WaUachians. We revenged our- 
sdves. however, by wandering over the plain, gathering wila flowers 
and blackberries, and giving chase to some of the most Douitifnl little 
green fro^ that ever were seen— they looked like leaping leaver. 
Eight pehcans passed us on the wing during the day. 

Another dense fog prevented our progress after seven in the even- 
ing, as the pilot refused to incur the responsibility of the vessel ; aud 
we accordingly anchored imtil three o'dod: the following niorniu^'. 
when we sta^rted again in a bright flood of moonlight ; and in abuui 
four hours we arrived opposite to Widdin, where we anchored. It i> 
a large and handsome town, strongly forofied with a double Hue of 
works of great importauce. The fortifications are in good order, auil 
extend, as we are told^ about twelve hundred yards dong the bank uf 
the river * while the Im^es on tlie landward side are kept with equal 
care, ana are of similar e^tenV,. *\!^^ Ts^Ska «xfc protected by lour 

stron;^ bastions ; and tlic guxvs aie «5k^ aB^^\ft>Qfc\B.«SL^i&R\^^oitc. 

2^26 Pasha's palace, based ou W\^ Qu\«t ^^iS^A^^ ;i&^«3is.^ 
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comfortless as a barrack ; hut its windows commnnd a noble view of 
the river, lie minarets of twelve or fourteen mosques relieve the 
oatiine of the nictare ; and, jnnmediately opposit^ on the Wallacluau 
nde, stands xne low, flat, rambling town of Kalefat, whence the 
co unt r y assumes a new and more interesting character. A graceful 
onrre m the river carried us past the ' quarantine establishment, — a 
gnrap of wretched buildings erected close to the water's edge, and 
endoied within a rude w9oden paling, backed bjr a lofty cliff that runs 
far akmg the shore, riven into a thousand fantastic shapes ; while hero 
and there we had distant glimpses of cultivated valleys and wooded 
bOlfl. 

Thid aspect of the country improved throughout the whole day; 
■dxraptandprecipitous heights, wooded to the very summits — stretches 

'. of com andp&sture land— multitudinous herds of cattle — and laughing 
idaiiiB, gay with gnrass and wild flowers, flitted rapidly by; while tlie 
loid doud-crested mountains above Orsoni fonned a noble baok- 
Bxoimd to the picture. At noon we were abreast of Florentin, the lust 
Kilgsrian village on the bank of the river, and decidedly the most 
TUfotaiesque locality on the Lower Danube. The hamlet was nestled 

'-Mnesth a rock, three of whose sides were washed by the river, wliilo 
^tbe fourth was protected by a deep ditch *, and the tall, blulT, jicrpcn- 
dicnlar iock itself was crowned by a Gothic castle, whose grey outline, 
mparently nearly j)erfect, cut sharply against the sky, and completca 
m imeaa so struungly beautiful, as to elicit an imiversal exclamation 
of delight. 

We ran past Scala Glavoda in the night, from whidi circumstance I 
lost the opportunity of seeing Trajan's Bridge, whoso arches inay be; 
djatrngnianed beneath the level ot the' water ; . and at midnight wo 
andiGared at a straggling villaj^ about half a l«Aguc above it. Here 
ire took leave of the Fannonia; and, as the river is not navigable fur 
m' considerable distance for any thing but flat-bottomed boai% whose 
wearisome course against the current is secured by the assistance of 
oxen, who tow them lazily on their way, we were obliged to j^rooced 
to Orsova. by land. Custom-house officers came on board to examine 
the merchandise with which the vessel was freighted, but tlicy did not 

- interfere with the luggage of the passengers ; and, as soon us bullock 
eaxB had been aecwcm, we despatched our packages on shore, whither 
-we shortly followed them. 

On the opposite shore rose the mountains of Wallachia, just touched 
lumn their summits with the brilliant tints of the newly-risen sun, and 
diothed with many-coloured foliage. Tlic hills, Ijcside which we luid 
passed during the previous day, had closed uix)n us in the ix*ar ; and 
the chain which tenninatcs in the porie (fefer, or iron d<x)r, a bar of 
lock that nearly traverses the Danube, and over which its waters toss 
and boil in impotent violence, shut in the forward view. 

In the bottom of the gorge ran the river, whence an)sr the eohinin 
of steam escaping from the cliimnev of the Pannonui ; and the ty;rviiui 
shore was scattered over with the multifarious j)n)pertics of the 
passengers. The village ran along tlie bank of the nver, and consisted 
fit log huts, most ingeniou.sly conslniclcA,YiittsikW\>}^VL«wMx\.VaTKvvfcL 

itfclaj; and tbBtched,]jkfi those in livA;g^km,\iiv\2fcLXwA»»'as^^'^>^ 
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of tbe Indian corn, interspersed with small tenements of wicker-w<xk 
raised on poles, and serving as store-honses for fruits and gpdn. 

The dinerenoe of oostnme between the peasantry of Servia and 
those of the adjoining country, was remarkably atruing. The mea 
had added a wide sash of ridi scarlet to the dress of the Bnlguians. 
and wore their woollen greaves^ and the sleeves of their shirts woikea 
witii dark-coloared worsteds; while the women were attired in the 
most smgfnlaT manner that can well be imagined. They n n iveraalbr 
retained the wrapping-dresss of. white linen l£at we had remarked aU 
along this i^ore 01 the Danube; but above it they had j^laoed a couple 
of aprons of thid^ woollen stun, striped or checked with dark Uiie, 
one of whidi they wore before, and the other behind, leaving the lindi 
■garment nnoovered on eitiier side to the waist; but theiriiead-gear 
was yet more extraordinary, and, at the same time^ ningntariy 
:pictnresqae. 

The yomira amdng them wore their hair confined bv a nmj^ 
across the forehead, to which were attached branoies (» bright- 
cobnred flowers, such as marigolds, hollyhocks, and the blossoms of 
the scarlet bean, intermixed with strings of- small ^ver coin, in 
greater or less goantities. I renuu^ed that even the vomageat of the 
•girls, children of five and six years of age^ were thus oecorated, some 
of mem not possessing, however, more tnui half a dozen littleiiara 
pieces; and as eitdi of uiesegi]^ was twirling her distaff with all the 

gntvity of a mabroiL 1 imagine that^ nrecisely as tiie Asiatics aocumu- 
te strings of pean by the slow proaace of their indnsby, so, in like 
manner, the female peasantry of Servia increase their ornaments 
through the medium of their own individual exertions; and I was 
the more confirmed i^ this opinion, by observing that in every instance 
save one, the number of coins worn upon the head appeared to preserve 
an equsl proportion with the vears of the wearer. 

The exception to which I allude was on the person of a young nrl 
of about seventeen, from whose braided tresses coins of considerable 
size fell in every direction nearly to her WBist ; while her throat was 
endrded by a succession of the same ungraceful ornaments, descending 
like scale-armour low upon her bosom. There was an elastic spring 
in her movements, as her small naked feet pressed the sandv path, 
and an expression bordering upon haughtiness in her large dart eyes, 
which betrayed the daughter of the village chief. I would peril the 
value of every coin she wore that I read her fortune aright ! 

The dder women wore linen cloths bound about their heads, with a 
grace which would have suited the draping of a statue ; the long ends 
of the scarf being secured behind the ear, and formi4g deep folds that 
looked, at a short distance, as though they were hewn in marble ; and 
above this drapery, rows of coins were disposed, helmet-wise, in suck 
profusion, that as the sunlight glanced upon them, they were ncrfccUy 
dazzling. Nor did the matrons dispense with the gaudy knots of 
flowers so general among their younger countrywomen ; and the gav 
effect of a group of Servian females may consequentlv be ima^e». 
Some among them were tolerably pretty ; nearlv all had fine bright 
black eyes ; and they were umwcreaJ^y ww^. «ml ^^^ 'OiaAss^^ith a 
step ana carriage at once €im. an^ ^^ni^^. 
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Banged aikxig tlie road stood the line of buUoek-waggons, intended 
fot the transport of our luggage; and beside them a nondescript 
- cazriage of wicker-work, drawn By two grey horses, for the accommo- 
' dstioii of snch of the jpaartv as preferred driving to waUdng. We 
Werel however, some tune oefore we were fairlv en route, and still 
longer before any one felt inclined to forego the pleasure of wandering 
tiuoagh the long grass that bordered the edge of the plain, throng 
"whidi woimd the road leading to Orsova. 

Eor a brief interval we lost sight of the river, and continued to 
advance along the rude path, scaring the wild birds from their resting- 
i^aoea amon^ the stunted branches of the dwarf oaks and beeches 
uat dothed it, or threading along the boundaries of the wide patches 
of IiidiiDi com which had been redeemed from the waste. But as the 
day advanced, the heat became so gr«U;, as to render any farther 

Eiess on toot too fiEddg:mng to be pleasurable, and four of our 
f according^ taking possession of tne carriage, we started at a 
I pace along the smooth and easy road; and after a precipitous 
descent, down which the horses galloped at a pace infinitely more 
apeedv than safes, we found ourselves once more on the shore of the 
iJaniiDe, where it is separated in the centre by a long bar of sand, 
ieiminatiiig in a small island of rock, now cumbered with the remnants 
d^ a roineafortreas. 

. Twenty minutes more brought us to the porU de /er, which does 
not, however, extend all across the river, as there is a sufficient width 
, cf aand Idt finee of all rock on the Servian side, to render the formation 
tif a canal sufficiently extensive to insure the safe passage of mode- 
iately sized vessels extremely easy. Nothing in nature can be more 
lovely than the landscape at this point of the river ; it is shut in on . 
all sioes bv' majestic rocks oversrown with forest trees, and tenanted 
.by the will boar, the wolf, ana the bear. Eagles soar above their 
tmrnades, and singing-birds make the air vocal at their base ; while 
Ibeneath them rashes the chafed and angry river, foaming and roaring 
over liie line of rock that impedes the accustomed onward flow of its 
waters. 

' Another turn in the road and the Danube is hidden from view bjr a 
wooded strip of land, which has forced a portion of the river from its 
natural channel, as if to accompany the traveller upon his way, a? he 
follows the chain of rock along a road so narrow, that there is not 
half a foot of earth between the wheels of the carriage and the edge 
of the baij: that is washed by the little stream, while dchdous 
glimpses of the Danube are occasionally visible between the trunks of 
ue tall trees that fringe the intervening islet. 

About a quarter of a mile onward stands a crucifix, the first symbol 
that we had yet remarked of Christianity, and which we liailed as the ' 
ihed desert-wanderer welcomes the spring whereat he slakes his 
r-endured and withering thirst. It was erected beneath the 

low of a fine old bcech-trcc, and immediately beside a crazy bridge 

flung across the channel of a mountain torrent. The scene increased 
in beauty as we proceeded. The great \MveVs ol VvoX. waa\j%^56R.^s*. 
£nhige beiglitened the effect of tW AaxidscaL^-, ^^^W^^^'^-*;]^ 
erer, seen a more gorgeous \oca\ilv iV^aa X>mbJ^ ^Cklq^^ ^\>m». -* 
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travelled to Oisoya. Nature liad poured forth her treasures witii an 
unsparing liberality, and every mountain-glen was a spot that a painter 
womd have loved 10 look upon, 

- ' We passed through one straaa^ling village, baUt like tiiat at ^which 
-we had landed, of timber and mud, ^ere we stopped for a few 
moments to procure a glass of water ; and I was agreeablv impressed 
by the eager courtesy with which the reouest was met. A portion of 
the road proving too steep to enable the horses to drag us to the 
suminit otthe rise along which we had to pass, we descended from the 
carriage, and pursued our waj on foot, when we were much struck 
by the appearance of the soil, unpregnated as it was sostronffly with 
metallic . particles, that it had the iq^pearance of diamond-aust. I 
collected several specimens of ore thsn were tmhr beautiful ; and I 
have no doubt, even from my own very slight geological knowledge, 
that a scientific person might find ample emplo^e^within a cou^ 
pf miles of Orsova for at least as many months. 
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Warning. ^ 

We reached Orsova, after a drive of about three hours, and passed 
through the court of the castle that guards the pass on the Servian 
side, and which must have been of ^eat strength when in repair. A 
buttressed tower, perforated from its base to its summit with loop- 
holes for musketry^ occupies the side of the hill immediately above 
the fort; and the site of this stronghold is so cunningly chosen, that 
it is invisible from the Yiennese side of the river until you come close 
upon it, owing to its being built in a gorge between two boldly-pro- 
jecting rocks. A couple oi Turks, armed to the teeth, were lounging; 
at the outer gate, who uttered a courteous *' Bouroum " as we passed 
the archway; while a man, stationed on the roof of tbe towef, gave 
out a wild shrill cry, evidently intended as a signal 

The town and fortress of Orsova occupy an iskmd of considerable 
length, and have a very picturesque appearance; the gleaming minaret 
of the solitary mosque cutting against the party-coloured fouage that 
clothes the hills Iw which it is ovei^hadowed, and the castellated and 
buttressed wall of the town reflecting itself m the river-tide. . Much 
pf this wall is now in ruin, althougti it may still be traced entirely 
sloDg the bank. The island was lotlSSkaA. \d;^ t\^<& A\istrians, but was 
afterwards cedwi to the Turks, loge^toc V\VJDL\\i^lw\xwa^V^£rf^issc^^ 
Jbjr the JSmperor Leopold. 
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Prmn this point weoould distiiigiiish the quarantine estaMisbment, 
niched in at the foot <^ the Banut moontaina, and distant from the 
town of Ah Qrsova about a mife. But we were oUi^d taoFeiahoot 
it hy neaily half a league, frcnn the fsct oi ihete hang no boats for 
liire nntQ we reached the Tillage of Tekia^ situated by the rirer-side, 
whence the embarkations of tiie "condemned" unirenaUy take 
place. 

As we had considerably out-traTcUed our companions who had 
remained with the lusga^wa^rgons, we resolyed to await them here; 
andL the gentlemen navnig ^Bsoorered what they supposed to be a 
couee-ldoS^ J gladly availed myself of the cool, clean apartment to 
which they summoned me ; and the more readily that I was welcomed 
on the tmeshold by one of tiie prettiest women iinaginable. She 
most have been idwut eigjiteen, and she had all the bloom of youth 
combined with all the grace of womanhood. 

I have already remarked an. the erect. carriage of the Servian 
fenvdes, and our new acquaintance was no exoepti<ni from the rest of 
her countrywomen. Her eyes and hair were dazzlingly dark and 
bri^t; and die had a brely glow upon her chedc that told a tale of 
health and happiness. Her tick treses were wound about her head 
aboYC a small Smymiote Jrz, with a fallini^ tassel of purple silk, and 
the smooth braids that pressed her fan: young brow were partly 
shrouded beneath a ininted muslin himdkercnief. Her dress of violet 
silk was made precisely like those of the Constantinopolitui Jewesses, 
and girt about the waist by a girdle of pale yellow ; and above it she 
wore a)K!arf of innk muslin embroiderea with gold^ enossed upon har 
bosom, and a jacket of wadded green sarsenet with Vhite sleeves; 
stockings she nad none, but her feet were shrouded in purple slip- 
pers; and altogether she was as pleasant a specimen of Servian 
beauty as the eye could desire to look upon. 

As we were self-deluded into the conviction that we were in a 
coffee-kiosk, apd as we were suffering severely from heat and thirsty 
we unhesitatingly ordered coffee and wine, which were instantly 
brought, and to which our pretty hostess added sweetmeats and 
water, presented by herself with a blush and a smile that quite verified 
the sentiment of the old song, which says — 

" If woman be bat ftur. 
She has the gift to know it.*' 

We were shortlv joined by an important-looking personage, clad in 
a richly-furred ana embroidered jacket and greaves of bright scarlet, 
who seated himself in the midst of us, called for wine, replenished his 
pipe, and made himself so thoroughly at home, that when the pretfy 
hostess chanced to leave the kiosk, we inquired whether she were his 
daughter, expressing at the same time our admiration of her beauty. 
It was hot without some surprise that we learned from the plain middle- 
aged individual to whom we addressed ounelves, that the young 
beauty was his wife ; and moreover the adopted daughter of PtinoQ. 
Milosch, who had bestowed her upow \fim vcLTMrnaJB^^aSk'^^sH^^I^ 
Mspecaliar regard. He did not appear Va V\vfc Vasi^ '^^^^^^^^ 
Sianoes of unequivocal admiration w\ac\i t\^ ^\^(5«iaRRi^^^s«^ xa»^^ 
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long inhabited a land of lattices and yoMMoef, oonld not refirain from 
tmning on her as she mored among them onsied in the offices of 
hosmtality ; but appeared to treat h^ rather as a spoiled diild than 
■as toe partner of ms fortunes. 

A tonr of the Tillage being proposed by one of the party, we started 
-on an enloring expedi(i(», but met 'with nothing particalaiiy inter- 
. esting. The peasantry were remarkably respecBul and courteous, 
•every one rising as we i^proached their cottage-dpor, and sahituig ns 
with a smile of pCTfect good-humour, while we won the hearts or the 
mothers by diyi<ung amonf the numerous children, who were sporting 
on all sid^, a collection^ copper coins made during the joume]^of 
which we Imew neither the names nor the yalue. liiey were a puin 
race^ coarsely formed, and universally disfigured by feet ca an 
unwieldy size : but, nevarthdless^ the women ad carried themselYes 
like empresses ; and their g^littermg head-dresses and large silver ear- 
lii^ rendered their appearance almost attractive. 

When the rest of our caravan arrived we discovered the emar into 
whidi we had been betrayed by our ignorance of the locdity : bebg 
informed by the agent wno had accompanied, us from Scala Guavoda^ 
in order to deliver us up to the quarantine 8uth(nities, ihat we were 
theguestsof the diief man of the village, towhom it was utteriy impos- 
sible that we Gonld offer any remunefaitiQn for all the trouble that we 
had given in his house. Such bdng the case, we could only overwhdm 
him with acbrawledgments and compliments, with whidi he was so 
well saids^ed. that he declared his intention of accompanying us down 
the river as lac^as the station at which we were to land, in order to 
proceed on foot to our temporarv nrison. 

When the large flat-bottomed oarge, in which we were to be con- 
Teyed thither, was freighted with our packages, and that we were 
about to push off, we were detained for an instant by the declaration 
of the little Servian beauty that she had detennined to be of the 
party; and on board she accordingly came, having flung over her 
nouse-costume a magnificent pelisse of grey doth, edged with sable 
and worked with gbld. 

In half an hour we reached a long wooden shed, bnilt as a receiving- 
house for the quarantine; and here we were detained until our 
patience was fairly outworn, and that our hunger had become posi- 
tively painfuL A double p"aitition of wood parted us from the autho- 
rities, who graciously welcomed us to the horrors of iacarceratioh ; 
and we were obliged to seat ourselves on the luggage, and await the 
arrival of the bullock-carriages that were to convey our travelling-gear 
to its destination. 

All was at last accomplished, and after taking leave of our pretty 
Servian companion, who laughed heartily at my pressing invitation to 
her to share our imprisonment, we followed the train of waggons * 
the rear of the party being brought up by an Austrian soldier, armed 
with a loaded musket and a fixed bayonet. We were, however, in no 
mood to yield to gloomy ideas or feelings. We had a blue sky above 
ns, a £ne turf beneath our feet, anj^i V)[i<& ^TosTpw:^ ^^ «s^!::^i!&ssc \\alf-hour 
of comparative liberty : and we were ^toJ^^iSn^ «!%3 i^\3X.H5^^>«$flfimL, 
Jaugbiug and speculating ou our ap^ptoa^So^sNjm^xfflftTs^^ 
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were called to order by the ^oard, and compelled to keep to the hi^h- 
xosd lest we shopld contaminate the grass and thistles among which 
we were wandering. 

Before we reached the quarantine-ground, we passed the grave- 
yard destined to receive those who die oi plague during their 
incarceration. It was dosdv fenced, and rendered still more gloomy 
by a tall crucifix, painted red, and supporting a most revolting effigy 
of Our Lord. 

On ringing a bell the great gates of the establishm^ were flung 
*' hospitably " back, and we were requested to allow the waggons to 
enter Def ore us^ lest we should contaminate the oxen by our contact ; 
and, after passing through a couple of walled yards, surrounded by 
Jwarehouses for receiving merchandise, we entered a third endosnre 
wherein we were met by the governor and surgeon; who, keepinjg at 
a respectful distance, invited us to enter a dark, white-washed, iron- ^ 
gratd cell, in order to have our passports examined. 

A wooden lattice separated us from our new h(»ts, and the peasant 
who had conducted us from the river-side, stood in front of a small 
opening made for the purpos^ and held at arm's length the papers 
which w;ere demanded. Much bowing and scraping ensued bd;ween 
M. le DLrecteur, the foreign noBlemen, and the Hungarian chevalier; 
and we had reason to congratulate ourselves on their companionship, 
as it produced a visible increase of courtesy on the part of the local 
authorities ; a courtesy whidi did not, however, exempt us from the 
^ locks, bolts, and bars " of the Lazaretto. As I was only the second 
lady who had been unfortunate enough to come under nis keeping, 
the governor very jpolitely resolved to commence his arrangements 
by providing me with as good a cell as he had then vacant— not that 
' he called the space into which he was about to consign me, a eaekot 
— by no means— the word ''cell" being somewhat grating, another 
term has been invented ; and the dens of the Lazaretto of Orsova 
are designated colleves. which signifies — ^nothing. 

But before we coula take possession of our prison, another gate had 
yet to be unlocked, which admitted us into a large space encLosed 
within a high wall, and containing the ^lite of the accommodations; 
The ceUs, like those of a madhouse in Turkey, were built round the 
four sides of a garden, and each had a smaU entrance-court paved 
with stone. As none of the buildings were capacious enough to 
contain our whole party, it was at le^h arranged that five of us 
should take one of them, in which we might make such arrangements 
as we preferred ; and that the three others should be accommodated 
as near to us as possible. Upon which understanding M. le Directeur. 
a plump, good-natured looking little old man, with a bit of soiled red 
ribbon displayed in the button-hole of a threadbare gray frock-coat, a 
ruffled shirt, and the funniest of all forage-caps, led the way to cell, 
or I should rather say colleve, No. 2 : and when one of his followers 
had unlocked the yellow and black gate of the court, he bowed 
' ceremoniously to me, as he pointed to two melancholy-looking trees, 
which had contrived to exist amid tVvft roAfc ^wyb%, "wbSi ^^^assas^ 
with a tone and gesture pcrfectVj di^ix&a2C\^ \— ** Sa>|t* \a " ' 
Jfadame; voyez Us beaux arhrei que dous at>ez !^^ 
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■ It was extremely fcnrtanate that the day chanced to be one of dood- 
less sunshine, and that we consequently saw everything under its 
most favourable aspect : for there was nothii^ paiticulariy exhila- 
latbiff in'the interior of the buildinss. Windows both barred and 
giat^; walls whitewashed and weafider-stainedj chairs, tables, and 
80& all of wood, which is « ^non-conductor/'- and whitewashed like 
the walls, were the only objects Ihat met our eyes. But as we were 
. aU both tired and hungry, we welcomed even these, and only b^ged 
to learn where we must address ourselves in order to procure some • 
fDod ydth as Httle delav as possible. 

• This brought us to tne second feature of our position ; for a window 
whose shutter was padlocked up, was unfastened, a bell was rung, 
and at a casement gratjsd like our own appeared the Eestaurateur of 
the Lasaietto to receive his instructions. Dinner was instantly 
ordered; bread and wine were speedily procured: and we were waited 
upon bv a very gaily-dressed, cono^ted individfnal, who announced 
hunself 'to be our keeper:" a niece of intelligence whidi once 
more carried back my thou^is to the Timerkaz^B, pr madhouses of 
Constantinople; and I began half to apprehend that we had indeed 
ivtmded into one of those mdancholj establishments. At five o'clock 
we were furnished with a very bad dinner; bedding was brought in ; 
and at sunset we were locked up.' - 

On the morrow we were somewhat disconcerted to learn that the 
comt of the eoUeve was to be oui'' boundary- during the ten days of 
our imprisonment ;- and our officious ''keeper " very carefully locked 
the gate ever^ time that he thought proper to make his escane. But 
this was a tnfling annoyance to that dv which it was succeeded ; and 
which consisted of an announcement that at mid-day the surgeon of 
the Lazaretto, and the examining officer, would visit us, in prder to 
take an inventory of everythinsr in our possession. Each trunk, 
portmanteau, and basket was to oe unpacked ; in short, we were even 
to declare the contents of our purses ! 

We were abready aware thai the Austrian was the most paternal of 
all Governments ; taking an mterest in the private affairs, not only 
of its own subjects, but also in those of strai^rs : yet I confess tha^ 
for such a proceeding as the present we were totaUy unprepared. 

There was, however, no remedy : and the "secret recesses" of every 
nacka^ were laid bare before the "authorities." The reason ^ven 
for this inconvenient and revolting stretch of power, is the desire of 
the Government that, in the event of a decease, the friends of the 
dead person may receive every part of his property upon demand ; 
the inventory held by the proper officers enectuaUy preventing the 
J^eeper of the colleve from plundering the trunks; but certain little 
circumstances which we remarked during the investigation rather 
tended to weaken our faith in the disinterestedness of tlie 
arrangement. 

When the possession of any Turkish article was ihentioned, there 

was a visible excitement. Even a lantern exhibited bv my father was 

entered on the list \ and the imm\^T ol d^V^>sk-taJbes^ of tobacco 

purses, and other tnflcs, whicAi coxAii \vaNft \jfccft. ^V\ia nt^^ \a \.W 

jmrvirors of a deceased person, vrer^ TC^VAtfedL^«\\Ja.^o^ciitf5ajKs&, 
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In my own case they w^e pecaUaily inqnisitiTe; oountuisr my 
rings, and recording my bracelets and necklaces, Not a pockci- 
handkeix^ue^naravaisMbbonescawed; and I was more tlum once 
asked if I had really exbibited the whole of my wardrobe.^ Mj books 
and drawings wa« seised without ceremoinr, and carmd off to be 
examined by the proper oflKoer: and the worthy fmctionaries at length 
departed in fidl possessim of all which related to our pei^pateiio 
properties. 

It regoired a oonpleof hoars to soften down the ''diafedhnmoors" ' 
of ihe gentlemoi of the party; which were not rendered more raaitle 
hy the aemand of the keefjer, that thi^ should ddiver np alTtheir 
arms, of whatever description they might be, on the nndentandiDg 
that they were to be restored toi£emonthedayof theirownddiray. 
But the request did not meet with the ready acquiescence whidi had 

been anticipated. Colonel had trayelled with the whi^ of his 

uniform, and when our attendant advanced to lay sacrileg^us hands 
upon his sword, which was hanging over a chair, all the qmck sense of 
honour of the iBntish soldier was roused at once: and. as {he mdignant 
blood rushed to his brow, he vowed tiiat he would fell to the eartn iho 
first man who dared to meddle with his side-arms. In vain did tiie 
keeper insist, and the CSievalier explain; the English heart beat too 
high to hecdeither the one or the other; and the pistol-laden functioDaiy 
was obliged to depart without the sword of the gallant guardsman. 
Of course he made his report to the governor, but the worthy little 
old ffentleman had too much good sense to peisist in the demand, and 
no allusion was afterwards made to the subject. 

Twice each day we were visited by the medical officer, who just 
popped his head m at the door, and smfled forUi: '* Ah ! quite wdJ, 
qmte well, I see— impossible to be betters-good morning,'' and aw«y 
he went, without affording us time to complain had we been^ so in- 
clined. M. le Directeur also paid us several visits, always carefully 
pointing his cane before him, as a warning to us not to i^proaoh hhn 
too closely ; and never failing to commence the conversation by the 
ejaculation o^ **Madame,jevoustalue-^ia/ Us beaux arbra que urns 
avez / " It was really worse than ludicrous. 

As a signal mark of favour, we were occasionally permitted to 
walk, uuder the cbar^ of the keeper, from the ^te of our own eoUeve- 
court to that of our friends, and to receive then: visits in return, when 
we had always a very laucpable interview ; the incarcerated mdivi- 
duals amusing themselves oy rocking to and fro behind the bars of 
their prison-gates, and roaring like wild beasts in a menagerie. 

There are two descriptions of persons to whom I would partionhirly 
recommend an avoidance of the Quarantine at Orsova ^~the enmtife 
and the ton vivaiU, For the first there is no refuge save sleep, and 
the few doggrel attempts at poetry which may be partially traced 
through the whitewash ; the outpourings of an mipatient spint weary 
of its thrall^ with the occasional society of the "Keeper," who is as 
cold and as impracticable as his own keys. The very books of which 
the wanderer has made his travelliiig companions^ and somA^^nKVas^ 
would bear a second pemstd, at «3\ ^\co^& \iv ^ Qg\Krwri 6 s w^ ^^^^^^^ 
earned off and sealed up, as IIwwl^ c^cx^ N^Jwaa.-^ -^^i^ -tsftsMss* 
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high treason : and he is left to his own resoiiroes as ruthlessly as if lie 
were indeed the last man ;" and that he had done with the worlds 
and the world with him. 

To the -second I nded only hint that the restamrani is a Goyemment 
monopoly, where you are provided for at a fixed sum ^ day, and fed 
npon wliMeyer it may please the comptroller of the kitchen to serve 
up. Nor can you procure any wine ^ye the sour and unpalatable 
vm dupayt, however liberally you may be disposed to pay for it. 

Those travellers are fortunate who, like ourselves, can meet the 
ca^^ivity of quarantine with pleasant compani9ns, light hearts, and 
untelmg spirits, findbig food for mirth in their very miseries, and 
forgetting the annoyance of present detention in the anticipatian of 
future freed(mi. 



CHAPTER LVm. 

TIm liut Dft7 of Captivity— Qoanoitiiie Endosore— Baths of MahadJji— fjautorapa 
Soenay^Peasantzy of Himgary-— Thdr Costome— Trajan's Road— Honcazian 
inilage— The Mountain Pass— The Bath»-*A Disappolntment—Tlie Health 
I n veuio^ y — Inland Jonznqr— New Road. 

The last day of our captivity was the most tedious portion of the 
whole, for the prospect of speedy emancipation kept us in a constant 
state of irritation. Our luggage was collected and arranged with a 
haste which by no means aaaed to its comfort or convenience, and 
whidi only \m us an additional hour of unoccupied restlessness : 
while the servants were urged to a continual commotion that robbed 
us even of the tranquillity which might have made our prison^ouse 
somewhat more endurable. 

The morning of the fifteenth of October was that of our release. 
We were all ready to depart at daybreak ; and after the necessary 
ceremonies had been gone througlLwe assembled in a large grassy 
space, bounded ^n one side by the Danube, and skirted on the other 
by tiie quarantine buildhigs. This enclosure was crowded with 
oxen, waggons, and bales^T merchandise ; and about fifty peasants- 
were employed in lading such goods as were admitted to pratique^ 
after their period of punfication had been acc9mplished. Here we 
also found carriages for hire, two of which we immediately engaged 
to convey some of our party to the celebrated Baths of Mahadia;. 
whidi, being[ situated off our road, we were anxious to reach as speedily 
as posisible. m order to enable us to secure our passage on bosurd the 
Stoun Packet, that was to leave Drinkova at daybreak the following 
morning. 

Three of the partv accordinglv took possession of a caleche. drawn 
by a trio of wiry-locking little chestnut ponies, harnessed in tne most 
inartiidal way in the world, with Yitvdka, tojcea, «jA t«a& <if stout 
ooixi' while the others mounted oiie oi V\ift cowata^ ^^^^ts.^^^^ 
^tb iajr, Mnd dragged by a couple oi ^wTl^-\oo>Q2a%\ia»fc&. 
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Never was there a more sincere exhibition of self-gratulation than 
that with which we passed the boundary gate of the quarantine 
ground, and found ourselves beside the tall stone cross that is erected 
on its outskirts as if to claim the thanksgiving of the newly-liberated. 
We had majestic hills rising before and oeside us, clothed with forest 
l^ber, now rich in the thousand hues of autumn. The river-tide 
running ripplins^would, for the sake of my landscape sketch, that I 
could say ^rkUnff^in. the sunshine ; but alas ! the lordly I)anube». 
throughout its entire length, looks like diluted dirt ; and the beam 
must oe full and fierce indeed which can lend a tightness to its- 
waters. The vapours that had during the night been pulowed on tiie 
hill-tops, or had cinctured them with a fleecy girdle^ were just beg^in- 
ning io roll back beneath the influence of the sun, which was lismg 
like a ^Iden globe into a horizon of the fEdntest pink: and as the 
halo widened round its disk, deepening the clouds to amber. 

The hardy Hungarian peasant^r were all astir : and very picturesque 
they looked, as they drove forth their flocks to the green and .gocKlly 
pastures on the.mounUdn-side, or yoked the docile oxen to their light 
waggons of wicker-work, wmch resemble huge baskets raised^ on 
wheels. To us everything was delightful ; for like long-cased birds 
suddenly set Dree, we were pruning our win^ for a fresh flight. Ten 
dajs of nappiness go by like an Eastern twilight, or the down of the 
thistle; but* ten days of quarantine — ^ten days of wood and whitewash 
— of locks and bdlts — of walls and weariness ! No one who has not ' 
passed ten days in a eoUeve and its narrow court can understand all 
the delight of the first bound back to freedom. 

But even had we looked on the peasantry of Hungary at a less 
joyous moment, we could not have fedled to be struck with their 
extremely picturesque costume. The men were dressed like those of 
Servia. even to the ungainly sandal of untanned leather, laced above 
a short stocking of checked worsted: though many among them had* 
discarded the rude conical can of sneepskm for one neatly made of 
white flannel, and bound with black ribbon, whidi had a very cleanly 
and smart appeiurance ; but the women were in a costume which would 
have .produced its effect at a fanc^ balL Like tiie maidens of Soot- 
land, the young girls wore their hair simply bound by a silken snood,, 
into whicn they had stuck marigolds or wild roses ; while the matrons- 
covered their heads with a handkerchief placed very backward, and 
secured by bodkins, flowers, and coins, to a cushion worn low in the 
neck, and concealed by a thick pLut of hair. A band of linen, a 
couple of inches in width, was fastened round the brow, and com- 
pleted the head-dress; and manv of these were elegantly wrought 
with beads ahd coloured worsteds ; I also remarked one whidi was- 
decorated with small white cowries. 

Herein alone existed any distinction of dress between the oldest 
matron and the youngest maiden, the garments varying only in the- 
richness of their material A chemisette of white Imen readiing tO' 
the throat, where it was confined by a band worked with coloured 
worsteds, continued down the front of the bc^om^^s^^^^^^^k^^Ks^ 
of the hrge full sleeves, was art «2loo\x\.\X3L<fe'^t^''r&OL'^?*^'^^^^^^^ 
spwDS worn like those of Sema, Wt iii^ ^l X^ \5Qa>cBSRs^^«s55 
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they tenninated in a deep fringe of the same colours as the apron, 
that descended to the ancle. Some few made use of the same nn- 
si^thr sandals as those of the men, but they were principally haie- 

The* Hungarian peasantry are all soldiers when their services are 
Teqtuie^ but resume their agricoltoral and domestic duties imme- 
diately taat the necessity has ceased to exist ; hence they are all erect 
and 8mart4ooking; and as they are a remancably fine race of men, 
thdr appearance is verv striking. Of the women I cannot in can- 
dout say so much, as they are, generally speaking, very plain, with 
!flat features and expressionless countenances. There were, however, 
several startling excerptions ; and I know not whether in such cases it 
be actually the mtrinsic d^ree of beauty possessed by the individnaL 
and that in a land of plain women. Nature lavishes on the few all that 
she lias withheld from the many ; or that the deiurth of eood loob in 
the many mav lead a stranger involuntarily to heighten to nimself those 
of the few; out it is certun that I saw m Hung^ary, as I thought at 
the time, half a dozen of the loveliest mih im'agmable. 

We had left Orsova only a few miles oehind us, when, descending a 
short but predpitous declivity, we entered upon aioad skirting {he 
mountain ndge on the one hand, and bounded on the other by the bed 
. of a torrent, whose waters, now in a state of comparative rq[K)0eL 
brawled over the masses of rock with which their own violence baa 
cumbered ihe channel during the winter storms, and ran dnn#»hig in 
the lijght, as their course was further impeded by the fishing-dams of 
the peasantry, and, after forming a thousand pigmy cascades, fdl 
flaahrhg back into the depths of the ravine, to form a mirror for the 
overhanging hills. 

Another hour of rapid travelling brought us to the ruins of Trajan's 
Toad. Six of the arches, built against the solid rock, still remain 
nearly perfect ; and hence this stupendous work may oe traced for 
several miles, as well as the massy fragments of a bndge across the 
torrent. 

A lovely valley succeeded, hemmed in by lulls, and dotted over with 
little ville^es, seated on the banks of the mountain stream, looking, 
from the peculiar formation of their small rced-thatched huts, like 
siganlic apiaries. Every narrow shelf of rock that could be redeemed 
nx)m the forest— for such the whole line of heights (gigantic as they 
werej may Hterally be called—was in a high state of cultivation. 
Patcnes of Indian com, flourishing vinevards, green pasture lands, and 
thriving orchards, were to be seen on all sides, while the effects of the 
flitting light upon the autumn-touched timber were so magical, so 
various, and so brilliant, that words arc inadequate to x>aint them. 
Hcrc and there, amon^ stretches of foliage, varying from the faint 
silvery green of the nver-willow and the white limng of the aspen- 
leaf, to the bright gold of the decaying beech, and the rich brown of 
the withering oak, stood out a huge mass of bare calcareous rock, 
looking like a giant x)oi*tal closed upon the hidden treasures of the 
mountahi's heart. And amid a\i \.\ies^ ^VciWius hillsj this jewel-like 
foliage, and these flashing waters, -w^ ttwO^^^^^ra.^v^'^^ «^rw1q£ 
iigbtnh^, through an avenue oi insi\.-tt<ica ?&M«;^\c^^\sA«iSi^. 
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A second stretch of the monntaiiL-road condacted us to a spot where 
a descent had been made to the bed of the torrent; and here, leaving 
the direct line t6 the town of Mahadia, we forded the streain, tad 
stnick intoabv-way, which, traversing a dense wood, led immediately 
to the baths. It was but an excha^e of beauty. And as we entered 
the gorge of two stately mountains, draped in fore^ foliage, and 
lifting to the sky their hign and leafy heads, and saw the eag^ planing 
above them in maiestio security, while flowers bloomed b^ide our 
path, and small birds twittered among the branches ; while the sound 
of tne shepherd's reed-pipe came sweeping down into the valley from 
the giddy heights on which his flock were browsing ; and the luxu- 
lious cattle, standing midway in the stream, lowed out their ei^oy- 
ment to their fellows, as if to lure them from the mountain glades 
amid which they were wandering : I thought that I had never tra- 
Tersed a oountnr so lovelv as this comer of Hungary. I would not 
Lave missed that morning landscape for another tenn of quarantine. 

We were quite -unprepared for the scene that awaited us at tiie 
baths. The sorge in which they are built is so narrow, that the rodcs 
on either side almost overhang the houses : and the torrent rushes 
^brawling alon^ at their base, fed by continual springs. This establish^ 
ment, wnich is becominsr every year more popular, is on a very luge 
and handsome scale : ana the whole aspect ofthe place is so enchant- 
ing, so bright, so calm, and so ddightfoL that, could we have woven 
the web of our day to a week's duration, 1 am quite sure that not one 
of our party would have wearied of it. 

The baths are of Boman origin! and in the wall of one of the prin- 
cipal apartments a stone is imbeaded, which still bears most lesibly 
the following inscription : — " To Venus, Mercury, and Hercules, tnese 
springs, conducive to Beauty, Activity, and Strength, are dedicated." 
They are strongly impregni^^d with sulphur, and produce, pn a flrst 
trial, extreme ana almost painfal exhaustion ; but they are considered 
to be so Tery efficacious, particularly in chronic diseases, that the 
government have erected an invalid hospital and bathing-house at the 
extremity of the mountiun, for the use of the troops. 

We piurtook of an excellent dinner at the Table d'Hote, on leaving 
the batns ; and, greatly to our regret, were then compelled to retrace 
our steps, in oidjsr to reach Orsova before dusk. But we had aheady * 
lingCFea too long ; and on arriving in the court of the hotel where the 
post-waggons were awaiting us, we were met by the declaration of the 
drivers that they would not stir until dayligl^t, the road to Drinkova 
being cut ahmg the brink of the mountain precipices, and so slightly 
inotected as to be even dangerous at noon-dav. 

We wa%, one and all, extremely annoyed at their decision, not 
knowing if we could afford a loss of time on which we had not calcu- 
lated^ and we almost b^gan to ask ourselves whether the more incu- 
rious portion of the pa^, who had quietlv mounted the luggage- 
waggons at the quaiantine-gatCw and pursued their direct road to the 
st^m station, luid not been also the most prudent. 'E<v^ x^^ii^ 
despite the fatigue that I had undet^Tie ^mto^ ^^ ^®^'»^?^?^. 




ln» qvte impndicable ; bat, as thereww no altematirG, we Tcsatred 
CO retuing eady to onr aputmoits, whosa '•J"'"l"wiw and ooufoit 
MW1B Mlmntid tnrfnld in oiirByBuhy nnrrwwit mHnriu.^ . ^^f Btj .fa. 

jpTlJ wad -^flWoifltk™ "^ tiia jm*t^w*aH*jwfcTl<i 

. WeiRt«,li£nrever, oUigeo, ae we parted for Uie uisbt, to reeeire 
ihc agoit of tke steam coapan;, Htf two offioen oTt^ Aostrias 
cnstoDU, v^ for "a oomtderatam," tetomed onr bctoks, eai^db 
aewed up in liaeii, and sealed vilk this goTcmBieait atamp in kasL 
aeooB^auied by an injnacttoa not to icmora it until -we had passed 
QieAiutnaiLfeBitier. We next naidkdiriyiaardttlVufcith aiticks 
we had brouriit witb QB, and wUu th<v did not tiod^ na to caome' 
late, as, tiianka to tite "Health litveiaoiy" taken at the Lantetto^ 
titer 'vcae tkvtnij^ aeqoanded «i& the extant cf oar possesnott. 
ne official trau ted no aooner diluted than vc bailed oandTca 
[trf^nii^p t^ aDmBcmeut of the prorisionfl Xt n^^ 'wtft to 
V osontbe motroiFa jooiBcr; "MJ'g etid^aave Indian 

cLbeinK parcJusaUe betveen fhe town of Oraovaaad the 

jnofthaateudioat. 

fnr tne —Mi ti nw can be wemvconkJag&M^ ti» nene aMty ir h idi 
cdatiiit abiBdang tiieoaaiseat the lirarBtthia putaoolwrnii^ 
aa the aaonrlbc aenod floeeeevve milea is of the moat ■ajotwana 

j ftaJHag i lMBi i ji t i im TSli^ nf mA liwn ■in Otit^ M i mMtL^ »J^ rfiitMrt 

ovethaagit; eaycms, hollowed t^ acme feaifnl-eonTnlBaa of natiHei 
tonpt t^B vaitqroiis foot of the cimons tiBvellet: /uk fv-e^eadiBf 
foi^tj, sweeping aw.iy into tb.e distance, friMO ne launnuta of the 
monntsins, and C4^t their deep shadows over we river-tide. 

Saperadiled to this disappointmcot, is the incieaae of-firiKve <x»- 
aequQit ca the compulsatorf delour, the distance oociunkd 1^ tiw 
Gboal being toaie. thii'i doubled by the overland jaarat^ OMtt is made 
across ihe Mtitst of the Bajiut monstainE, aul petf<ained in the 
oonntrr csiriavcs (the bosket-work waggou already menlioiied), 
xiiiich, ^thoo^ so lightly conatnicted as to lix^ TC17 n|iidl;, yti, 
bdng without spiiDgs, are cxbemelr btigiung. tf 

To obviate this inconieDieno& the steam compai(^BTe «>_ 

the oonstmotion of a road at the foot of dw BMnmtain-fil——, 

iriiole lei^tth of the-alMal; and it waa nwresnng npidlj at the 
period of our visit, under the aamices of u» Anstrian Oorenuncnt.* 
lie neoessaiT onusy was said to do vot great, owing to the difficult 



Tjk ntetstuj ontlsy was said to be mj great, owing to the difficult 
natnie of the lootJity, and the lidxtor of pcnetntang the living rock. 
An entife mile of this singular nndertabng was aueady completed; 

and Mally afforded an extnordjnary proof « the eJEecte prodnoeahle 
by bunmn ingenuity and peneverxnoe. In particalar spots it is 
entirely artificial; and is a solid stretch d mastmiy baaed <m the bed 
-of the river— in otheis, it hangs on tbe side of tlie mountain like a 
goat-path — and at others, again it is a tunnel, walled and nx^bd with 
roc^ and torn fana the heart of the mighty buss by tilmliiig 
This road b intended to bcilitate the passage of trave 



mgxdmDdaKi;hxm cue at ii i c i wl to the otter, I7 «»» <if i>t- 
bottoned boiit% to he toved I17 knes alfoor the Ulherto impam- 
afaie portiaB of the mer— si ■ii M.r Mii t wipchwffl wip cued e the 
aeoen^of abndon^ tte dneet Bk; and ssre the tovvfler the 
ej^enae^ fidJeae^ and JHamoKMV of the inkad ionvf. 
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As im cTdoek the fDlovK BotW w left Ornvi, Gc^ 
perfect ofaxj of iton; bat WTcnar noB the danp TBonB vliieh 
wenhagbgrndaiKiil^ abort the Danhe. He l^fvas jiot 
bveilm^ » veiBid»d the loot of the nciaatnf, and been to lim 
imdy ^i^Elhr gwHrd ob the oater ed^e by m 'woodea 
se ve kdked dbra mto Tifti »i chMBS iOed with the 
kim%t i at whoK botton lippled along the pigmj 
vfckhhithe^vhitcraeaaomsvdl toton«Bia, avl ava£e the 
dCTtha of the JiintfniM 11 with their btawtiig^oieea. 

ItiaiaifiMilii tosi»ethe<atqt|iict«eof thig nootaiB-paa^ 
withitohidgeaof mfetbdieriaagoTCrahBort aafirtin a idh i r ealii 
— itaboM, iMi ibiBg,ii^ patha, along wbidi the narrow wbeeb bafe 
aeare^ annee toftpaaa — ifca deaae maaea of forcat fff Hi gr bidbed 
to0Bther%tte^aee6dwRatha of the wild Tine with ^^bicnd-i^ 
leinrea, aiai the di^sii^ tewbib of the wild eotton pint, with its 
tnfta of dowm— ita hatb of eattle — its iocks of 



ifca mm. rnimj gbdea, bnyhiny in the sun^hinr — its 




Bjitenons aknoe— and ita 

tiawflfd on, the d^-beaat grew liigh i e i in tte 
aad the honaon beeanK one rich eanopj of pmk and Tiokt. There 
■hen I waa ftxeathleia With awe aa we tratvned that 
I nercrtbongfatof dan^;cvcnwh«thebalf-wad 
that drew na were caflopin^ at their greafeeat apeed down the 



, wmh a ahen of rkk walling na won the one hand, 
aad a den pneipee fawning over againat us OB the other. Ibadnot 
an iaatani to apare to the poanble pail of oar poaition; I aaw onlf, 
I Celt only, the dory wbiiciiaQiTonndedBie. leoaldatthat 
foDj nndecilaadwbf the nionntaaeer cbng to ISxrtj aa to 
—how he who bad onee breathed the pare aix WL 
moisrinywaBniachthecionda ol u^^tR^woi^ Xc^ 

z2 
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sunshine of day to sport, must pine amid the ^oom of the valley, 
and the monotony of the plain. And when we onoe more desoendea 
to the riyer's edge: where all was safe and levd, I only felt regret 
that I could not call back the mysteiT and the magnificence of the 
locik-seated forests, even althou^ were mi^t be peril in their 
paths. 

The foad into which we passed at the foot of the mountain-chain 
led us, along fields of Indian com, to the village of Plauwisdb^witsa; 
where we were compelled to remam a couple ot hours, in order to rest 
the horses. It was nine o'clock when we reached it ; and as the little 
hamlet boasted no wine-house, at which we could satisfy the keen 
apl>etite that we had acquired b^ four hours of ra^id travelling among 
i£e mountains, we were prepimng to breakfast m one of tne wag- 
gons, ifhen. the Chevalier Peitiioli was recognized by an o£Eicer of 
lus^ engineers, who immediately invited us to a yery com- 
fortable house that had been built for himself and his brother- 
cflBksers, during thdr stqseiintendeDoe' of the road to which I have 
already aUud^ , 

We availed ourselves of his poHtenm most readily, and were 
received with the greatest court^v by the whole party • who showed 
and eq^ained to us several beautiiully-CQbuied idans ot the Danube, 
and the projected roads and canab. In their bookcase I found Bui- 
wer^s ''J&idand and the English," and Manratf s '' Naval Officer :" 
both publisned bvBandry, m Paris. It was like meeting old friends 
in a strange lancC to turn over the kayes of these well-remembered 
volumes in an obscure Hungarian village 1 

At eleven o'clock we resumed our journey, which lay along the 
bank of the river, but at a considerable height aboye the water. 
In one or two places we wound round the base of rocks that juUcd 
into the bed of the stream, and which 'were rent and riven in an 
extraordinary manner; one mass resting upon another, and so^pa- 
rently insecure as to iu;>pear ready to loosen their hold with the next 
blast of wind. By this picturesque route we passed the rapids 
called Izlas; a singular ndge of rock extending nearly across the 
river, at a spot where the shores are extremely bold and beautiful ; 
and at three o'clock in the afternoon we again halted in another 
small hamlet. 

The scene was a ver^ cheerful one. as, owing to its being Sunday, 
a]l the peasants were in their holyoay garb ; and were clustered at 
the doors of their cottages, enjoying me pure air and the genial sun- 
shine. I was much amused at the methoa adopted by the Hungarian 
mothers of nursing their infants ; they carry a small box, in shape not 
unlike a coJQBn, slung over their shoulders, in which the child lies 
upon a mattress ; and when the little bein^ requires their care, they 
sit down upon the first stone, or piece of tmiber in their path, swing 
the box to their knees, and quietly attend to the wants of their nurs- 
ling ; the suspended cradle is then restored to its original position, 
and their own occupations are resumed. 

On our arrival at the steam station at Drinkova, which is simply a 
Jme block of bmldin^ coiitsassng v^u^im^sc^ 
Mua stores for the housmg ot mctcWidiafc^ ^^ Vasss^^^Qa^^JP^s^M|,\J^ 
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the long drou^lit, the water had become so low in the Danube that 
the vessel could not descend beyond Alibec, the next station ; and 
consequently, fatigued as we were with a journey of sixty-five miles 
in rough carnages over steep roads/ we were compelled to continue 
our route at ail speed ; and m about twenty minutes we reached the 
pretty and c^xtensive village of Drinkova, in which we found an 
Austrian'r^fiment, occupymg a commodious barrack in the principal 
street. We remained here an hour, in order to rest the unfortunate 
horses, which we were obliged to take on, as there were no means of 
procunng others ; and we started again just as the sun was setting^, 
and throwing fairy lights upon the mountiun crests. 

Many a gay group did we encounter as we pursued our way, hurry- 
ing home to the village after a day of recreation among the hius : and 
we even passed one parbr who had lingered so long that the olaze 
of the fire that they h^ kindled in the woods str^oned across our 
path. 

At nine o'clock we reached Alibec by the light of a bright vonng 
mooi^ which just disappeared behind the hills as we were hailed fix>m 
the vesseL At daylight the next morning we were under weigh ; 
and about noon the Francis I. was abreast of the extensive monastery 
and dependencies of Yoilovitch pn the Hungarian side of the river; 
and Portly afterwards we pass^ the town of PanchovtL seated on 
the Temes. which here empties itself into the Danube. About a mile 
and a half pevond FanchoviL we entered a shoal, and the steam was 
almost entirely stopped, whue we glided over the tresacherous smrfaoe 
of the stream; the boat scarcely appeared to make any way: but 
there was a slight tremulous motion tnat seemed as though her neart 
stfll beat, while her progress was impeded. 

These shoals, which are by no means without danger even by day- 
light, are not, however, the only impedunent to niffht-traveUmg on 
t& Danube— the violence of the current, particularly after a gale at 
sea, frequently carrying away immense masses of the light sandy soil 
of the islands that are scattered along the whole line of tne river ; and 
with them enormous trees, which come sweeping down the stream, 
with tiieir wide branches spreading on all sides, and choking the pas- 
sage. We encountered at least a dozen of these uprooted forest 
giants during our voyage. 

In the course of the afternoon we were off Semendri, an extensive 
Turkish fortress, occupying a verv commanding position on the Ser- 
vian shore, at the junction of tne Jesava with the Danube; and 
defended by twenty-seven towers, of which t>venty-three were square, 
two round, and two hexagonal ; out extremely eipos^&d on all sides, 
and apparently not in the best state of repair. 

At sunset we passed a group of islands thickly wooded, nrindpally 
by river-willows ; and surrounded by long narrow necks of limd, from 
which the approach of the vessel aroused such a cloud of aquatic 
birds as I never beheld before in my life. They must have amounted 
to several thousands ; and being Hdld swans, geese, ducks, and plover, 
they filled the air with a discord, to which the monotonous beat of 



tiie steam-paddles was music. Durm^ \3ftfc ^\is^fc ^*2|,r7^T5^ 
earnestly talking of Edgrade— the {ax-&Bie^ \q{*^»s& ^ ^ 
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which we were anzioiis to leadi bef<»e dusk. It wa& however, eigiit 
o'dod: before we were abreast of this last stronghold (A the Tisks 
isL Europe ; and in half an hour mate we anchored at Semlin; where 
we were to remaid the whole of the next day to take in coalsi, and to 
embark passengers and mgehandiae. ' 

On the foUowinff mcHming immediately after break£iet, we went on 
shoro to see the town; but previously to landing we stood awhile 
on deck contemplatiiig the interesting scene around ns. Ihe Save, 
which here empties Ssdf into 'the Danube, forms the boimdary 
between the possessiomi of iho Moslem, and those of the CSiriBtian. 
On one side its ripple reflects the bel&ied towers and tall czoases, the 
walls and dweUings, of the Christian popidation of Semlin— on the 
other it minors toe slender minarets andhnstling Inrtifications of the 
followers oi Mahomet. Barges, filled with wat^-patroles, passed and 
repassed the vessel; aU was acavity ahmg the shore of Sanhn; while 
a dead stillness hun^ over the dark outworks of the opposite badk. 

A walk of ten nmntea :broug^ us to the^gate of semlin, which 
terminates a km^> wide»4dLean4ooking street, fcmmng the main artery 
of the town. The tide of life was, however^ flowing throu^ it dug- 
gisfc^afewknotsolmilitMy^lMwingi^ to the itaUan regiment by 
whi^ it was ganisaned, wero grouped at distanoes^ or knuiged idly 
along^lgazing into the diop wmdowa; but we did not meet iadf-a^ 
dozenpeasantsjaqrwimwfaBTicethatwaaaft^^ 
feet oTour having made our inenndim on the. day^of agreat amnaL 
madcet, which had attraeted nearly all the inhamtants of the town 
and the surrounding eountrr to an extensive square at tiie bad: of 
the main street; wnere, we mniid a dense crowd (^ horaes, waggons* 
merchandise, btsy men, and phunwomwu . . /^ 

Amraig its pnbnc bmlijings, Sendia boasts a quarantine establish- 
ment, considerably more eucnsive than that of^Oraova: and alao^ as 
we were informed inflmtelv preferable in point of comfort and con- 
venience. Our curiosiij, however, did not tend in that direction; 
and we were quite satisned with, a view of the exterior vraUs. 

In our stroll thrcraffh the airy and well-kept streets, we visited the 
Greek church, which was handsoinely fitted up. The door was 
opened to xks ^ a magnificent-looking priest, ^o did the honours 
with great politeness ; save that he would not admit me into the 
Sanctuary to examine the enamelled Bible which he displayed with 
great pride to the eenttonen ; little imagining, holy man ! that I had 
poietrated behind the veil of the church at the Eanar ; and seen the 
most costly of all their copies of the Saered Writings in the thrice- 
blessed hands of the Patriarch himself ! 

Erom the church' we ascended a he^t above the town, to explore 
the ruins of. the cele1[»ated GasUe of Hunyady^ the father of Matteas 
Gorvinu^^ the most renowned <^ all Hungarian heroes. It b now 
rapidly mssing away, to be numbered with the tlnngs that were, and 
arenot. It isa square erection, with around tower at each angle ; and is 
nowhere left standing more than tcai feet from the level of the euth ; 
but the walls are exfienkly massive, measuring nearly eijghteen feet in 
tbickneas ; and the aituaiioii Va omiim«cDd^3\£) «&\}&!b ^odbLvity on which 
it 23 built sweeps the liyer to a eonav^x«2D\& ^ffi^aa^s^ ^siX^iCsw^s^ss^ 
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Having sauntered tiiroii^ the town, and made a few purchases, in 
order to recall to ns hereafter oar first ramUe in Sdavonia, we le- 
tomed on board to a mid-daj dinner ; the Chevalier having assoredns 
that he possessed sufficient mterest with the general eoniittandiBC[ at 
Semlin, to secure to ns the permission to visit Bdgnuie: whic^ bon^ 
aToddsh fort, was umpproadiahle to the quarantine-cfeanaed, with- 
owt sperial authority. Be had calmlated justihr; and in the course of 
the MtemoMi an iwpqrial barge put cff, with the pbgue-flag flying at 
her stern, and took us <m board, attoided by two keQ>ers uom the 
quaiantine estaUishment, and a custom-house officer. Under this 
oieeiful escort we departed for Belgrade ; the last minareted town in 
liKtone, and the residmce of Yusuf Pasha; who, in the event of 
hnstjntiesLwill probably acquit himself at Belgrade as hmoiffably as 
hedidi^yania. 

Hhe position of this extensive fortress is most imposing, seated a» 
it is upon the banks of two noble rivers, its walls being washed <hl 
two sides by the Danube, and on a third by the Save. lis 
n^earance is yerjr fanmdaole, and had it been bestowed upon a 
l^Bopean power, it must haye proved a dangerous present; but its 
noble outworks and stately walk are crumbling to decay, and in 
its present state it is scaroely more than a cdossal feature in the 

On the fiisteession of the fortress of Bdgrade to the Turks by the 
ifinneror Leopold, the occupation of the town was reserved exdusively 
to me Servians^ whose prince, Milosdi, has a handsome residence in 
the principal street: but nnce the treaty of Unkiar Skelessi, Ihe 
Osmanlis have poured into the town, and, as the natives resisted the 
innovatioiL-have formed themselves into a distinct colony which roaj 
be called Trnktown, where they live witii the Jews in tolerable har- 
mony; a dreumstanee that to a person conversant wi^ the Mussd- 
maun prqndice i^j^dnst'the outcasts of Israel, is altogether inexplicaUe. 
13ie two peo]^ haTc a population of eight thousand souls ; while the 
Serviaas ayeraffe about twelve thousand. 

Nothing could be more irksome than our passage through the streets 
of Belgraoe ! We landed beside the new custoan-house, a large and 
rather handsome buildittg, and thence passed the gate of the town, 
which was guarded b^ a sentinel who onild have been barely fourteen 
years of age. Just within the barrier stood the guard-house, where 
an officer sat smoking his chibouk and talking with his men with aU 
tiie bonhomie and laxity of disdnline common to the Turks. 
- It must haye been a comeay to see us pass along, all crowded 
toj^ether, and flanked and followed by our vigilant guardians, who 
with their long canes threw aside every fragment of Unen, woollen, or 
paper, that chanced to lie in our path, as well as chasinff thence evirary 
passenger who happened to cross it. The Turks smilea a quiet smile 
as we passed them, for they believe all Europeans to be impregnable 
to the pUgue, and consequently consider their precautions as the mere 
result of a love of excitement and bustle ; and I confess that to me the 
extreme watchfulness of our attendants was so irritating that, althou^ 
it amused me for a time, and that I smiledmtJbL\]^'^x^i^'i^*'^u^ 
Uiken to prevent our contact with t1ie \i!&)aScsi&»Kd& ^V '«.\rs«^^'^' 
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DoplagUie-case had happened daring the season, and -who had tiiere- 
fare more reason to avoid our proximity, it finished by making me 
perfectly nenrons. . 

Thus guaided, and rendered sensible that it is sometimes more 
traohlesomie to be . out of qoarantine than to be in. i1^ we made our 
way to the^ reaidenoe xd^ the Austrian Gonsol, with whom our finoid 
the OluBvalier was aioquainted, and who joinedour party at a respeotfol 
distimoe, having sent nis dragoman to request the Pasha's permission 
for us to visit, the interior of the fortress. While we awaited his rqdy 
we detemuned on acoompaimng our new and courteous acquaintance 
to pay a visit to G^ieral lifilosch, the brother of the Prince, who is 
a resident in Servia. By the way he^ pointed out to us the house 
of .the Prince's dau^ter, who is married to a wealthy brewer, aad to 
whom he gave a he^ of ten thousand oxen as a marriage portion; 
and, what was infinitelv more interesting the dwelling <$ Cemy 
QootjBei, a single-storidd ouilding of some ext^ but of most unpre- 
tending appearance, 

. A servant having been despatched to i^rise the general of our 
intended visits he received us most politely at ike door of .his house, 
and joondacted us up stairs to a marble hall, being kept at arm's 
lent^'. during .the .ascent by our pla^^ue-preventing keepers, who, 
having themselves placed a line of chairs for us along one side (^ the 
hall,, gniidoaaly permitted us to be seated. . !I3ie general attended b7 
two or three sorvants^ then took possessJonof-a green silk fauteuil i 
the other extremily of the apartment; and the lady, of the house 
shortly afterwards made her appearance, followed by her eldest 
dan^it^ a remarkably fine girl, with a noble forehead, and fall dark 
eyes. . The costume of these ladies was ex^remdy elegant and pic- 
turesque : confirming an opinion which I had often expressed, that 
the Greek dress, if carefully arranged, and judiciously chosen as to 
colours, must be one of the most beaming and effective in the world. 
Here. I saw the realization of my idea : for the smiJl fiz, confined by 
the dark tress of hair, and fastened with a diamond cla^»--^e pelisse 
of pale blue satin, limsd and edfi:ed with sables — and the full robe of 
sQl^^deUcatelv embroidered on tne bosom and wrists with gold, were 
all Greek; while the extreme tenue and taste of their arrangement, 
the slight .waist, and careful cAaussure, were essentially Servian. 

-Nothing could exceed the courteous attention of the whole family. 
Caffiee, pip^. and sweetmeats were served ; and our trusty euaidians, 
satisfied with handing them te us themselves, and thus heroically 
incurring the risk of becoming the medium of contagion in their own 
proper persons, allowed us to make use of the silver spoons, alUiouj^ 
we had oeen obliged to deliver up our money in the quarantine, m 
order that it mi^t be washed by the keeper — ^metals being voted 
plague-conducters at Orsova, though they were admitted te pratique 
at Belgrade! 

The permission of the Pasha te our entrance into the fortress was 
not so readily accorded as had been anticipated ; and we were accord- 
ingly detained nearly an hour ere it amved. It came, however, at 
last; and, after taking leave ol t\ie m\;e;cc:;^\sk% (axailY who had so 
^os^ni^afii// received us, we once mote «fc\i toc^ Xxvt^nso^ ^ ^«5vr 
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sideraible portion of the Servian town, in order to reach- the glacis ; 
when, divorginff a litde from our direct route, we ascended one of the 
outworks in ioder to look down upon the Turk quarter, and the sliores 
of the liver. 

Hence we ha/l-SL lovely view of Semlin, and of a portion of the 
extensive Hungarian plain, which, studded with villages, and masses 
of forest timber, extends for a dii^ance of six-and-thirty leagues. In 
Toiktown the consul pointed out to us the ruins of several fine 
buildings erected by the Austrians, and, amongst others, the remains 
of the residence of Prince Eugene. 

Descending the out-work, whence we had a perfect insight into 
the dilapidated state of the exterior walls and bastions of the once 
lozdiyt lattreas, we proceeded to the ^e, and, having passed it, 
were obliged to progress for a consideiable distance along; the 
palisade, ere we reached the bridge bv which we were to enter the 
fort. The palisades were in melancholy keeping with the rest of the 
defences, and traces of fire were perceptible on the few that still 
lenuunea erect. 

The interior of this celebrated stronghold did not belie itjs promise 
from, wilhout. Kd-devani barrack had a stunted minaret built against 
its waU, an4 was converted into a very dilanidated-looking mosque. 
Tlie citadel, now denominated the Palace of the Pasha, had much the 
ajypeanmce of a bam, weather-stained and neglected, with broken 
windows and swinging shutters. The kiosk of the harem was a tem- 
poiBiy wooden buuding, pitched, and repaired with unpainted timber. 
And, nad I been on mv way ^o Constantmople, instead oifrom it, my 
pre-conceived and hignly-wrought ideas of Oriental spendour would 
nave inevitably suffered utter prostration at the sight of this "princely'* 
establishment. 

The fortress of Belgrade, which is the most extensive, as well as 
the strongest military position possessed by the Turks, is garrisoned 
only by four hundred men, or rather men and boys, for a portion of 
them are mere youths ; and when to this fact is aaded another still 
more stortling, that, since it passed into the hands of its present 
masters, all the cisterns have been suffered to fall into utter decay, and 
that the whole of the water necessary for the supply of the inhabitants 
is carried into the fort daily in carts, it will be seen at onee that a 
future ** Siege of Belgrade" would be a bloodless one, as the garrison' 
must inevitsimy be starved out by drought. 

I must not, however, omit to mention that the gentlemen of our 
party were mudi struck by the very soldier-like and efficient 
manner in which the troops (if thus I may be permitted to designate 
the mere handful of men collected in the drilling-ground) were 
performing their exercise, and whom they declared to excel m pre- 
cision of movement, and cleanliness of appearance, any Turkish, 
regiment that they had seen in the capital; and to do great credit 
to thb military talent of Osman Bey, their lieutenant-colonel, who, as 
well as Ismacl Bey, a subaltern officer in the same corps, is a son 
of the Pasha. 

Osman Bey, who is rather a fine-looking man^ greeted n& ^«rs 
poUtdjr as we crossed, the exercise-sxo^G^iQL m ^t^^st \j^ \b»^^ ^^q^ 

s 
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fortress by a^ haodsame gate, above whose massy oolimms are still 
emblazoned, in alio relievo, the arms c^ Austria^ in a shield sor- 
lOfonded by military emblems, and supported by two colossal suits of 
annoor.' 

Beside ihe moat that protects this site, stands an hexagobal 
tower, built by ^ Turks, and called the fearless Tower,'' firran 
the pertinacity with whkh they defended it dorine a siese, and the 
heroic actions p^ormed in its immediate vicinity by^e of their 
• Ptahas. Hiis tower, and two ox three rude bridges of timber over 
the moat; a couple of ill-proporticmed minarets» and the wooden 
kiosk attadied to the citad^ are the only Turkbui erections percep- 
tiUe. Kuin is rapidly progressing on all sides ; the waUs are giving 
waj^ the ditches are in many places cnmbcared with the bSSesL 
xuM)^; the covered ways are laid open; and the gona that yet 
lemsm witiiin the weeiigTOwn embrasures are, so ill^noanted, as to 
be perfejctly innoxious. 

Sudi is, at this moment, the condition dT the far-famed fortress (^ 
Belgrade--the boundary-fort of Servia— ^he last spot of Enopem 
kna suljeet to the sway of the Modem. And here, as we re-enteied 
oar bam to ]MV» to the opposite bank <tf the Sav^ whei^ 
retam to Semin* in the caniage oi a friend of the CSiefatiear^& we 
kokedourlaston ihe gracefial mmarets wkidi indicate the rd^ 
olMahome^ and form so elegant a feature in the Oriental buidseiqie. 
- Sre we retumed on board, we drove to the garden of the Avstnaa 
dragomao, whence yon are said to ooimnand iA» &kest view in the 
neignboumood of Semhn ; and although the river-vapours efTectuaUr 
prevented us, on this occasion, from seeing a hundrra yards b^na 
the Epot where we stood, we were'amply repaid for the dl^tSrar that 
we had been induced to make, by the oppoHunity whkdiit afforded 
to us of spending half an hour in one of the most charraim^ and wdl- 
kept firaraens imaginable: a great treat at idl: times, but douUy 
agreeable to individuals like (Kirselves, who had been so kmg wan> 
derers on the waters. The walks ran through avenues of vinesy 
whose purple clusters did not invite our touch in vain, imd so neatly 
trained as t6 form the greenest and most level hedges that can be 
imagined; while not a weed nor an unsidxtly object was to be seen 
from one end of the inclosure to the other. Tue Sclavonians are. 
mdee(L considered su<^ pn^dent gardeners, tiiat forfy-five out or v 
fif^ or those employed in Constantinople are of that natum ; and we 
had consequently^ been curious to see a gentleman's grounds in their 
own land, and hud out entirely in l^eir own manner. 

We were about to re-enter the carriage, in order to return to the 
vessel when a flight of rockets ran shimmering alon^ the sky ; and 
' immediately afterwards we were overtaken by a procession of peasants, 
cdebrating the last day of the vintase. 

It was one of the prettiest sights that I ever remember to have seen. 

Tbe train was headed b^ about thirty youths dressed in white garments^ 

and wearing large flapping hats of black felt, nearlv similar to the joai- 

dfwqs of Spain, into whose narrow bands they had wreathed bundles 

of wild £owers : each carrying wstos^^aa ^Qiv)\i\!st ^\Q.\sds \iliant pole, v 

with a basket pildl with grapes «X ew^ ^T^^wsafltej. "^^fiKSfo^^sis^V;}^ V^ , 
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lowed by as maay yom^ ^Is, in the usual picturesque costume of 
tke country, with a promsion of marigolds fastened among tihbeir daik 
tresses ; walking twa and two, and bearing baskets of grapes between 



them. And the procession terminated with a crowd ^of children 
waving in their little hands long branches ai the vine; and kiniing 
their dejar and joyous voices to the wild chorus c^ the vintage-song 
that their elders were pealing out^ 



CHAPTER. LX. 

CariowRz— Pete i ' v r ai i a dm—Bridge of Boats— Neosatz—Tbe Joam^ of Life— The 
Chcralier Pdtridi— Austrian Officers— The Hongaxiaii Poet— Dlok— The Ancient 
Samiam— PeeL Tower— iotenae Cold— Flat Show— Moteadt— TOMw r r e sth 
— Germafi Postillion— A Few Last Wcvds. 

Ea&lt on the morrow we were offCarlowitz, a cathedral town 
beautifully situated; ci wludi^ owing to the abrupt windxnga of the 
river^ we had two distinct views. The CSathedral is a handsome 
edifice, with two light and graceful spir^ having t&om a distance 
very much the M^[)earance of minarets. Tne premling reli^oa on 
the Sclavoniaa shore of the IHuaube is that of the (Seek Qmrdi, 
which has also obtamed consideraUy in Husfluy; but the Roman 
Catholic worship is to be £ound everywhere aumg its banks. Car- 
lowitz contains above twdtve thousand inhabitants : and its ^ shore 
was crowded with, passage and fishing boatsr— while ike whole height 
beneath which it is built was oovereil with v iu ^y a cds and orchards, 
in the finest state dt cultivation ; the latter bemg niincipalb corn- 
nosed of trees beadng a small lime rinm, used in the disnllation of 
orandy, which, we were told, was dt a verj fine quality. A short 
distance beyond the dty, the tiibutai^ river, Thuss empties itsdf 
into the Danube ; offering extraordinary fjacilitkia for the ttanspart of 
produce, in the very heart <^ a rk^ and prolific country. 

A sudden angde of the river immediately after leaviivr Cadow^z^ 
brought us within> sight of Peterwarradin, a very fine fortress with 
strong and extensive outworks, and in its position greatly resembling 
Belgrade. It is ^[arrisoned by tluee thousand Anstrian troops ; ana 
on arriving opposite to the height on which it is seated, we observed 
the remaius of an outwork, on an island ui the centre of the river, 
that has been abandoned, owing to its annual destruction by tiie ice : 
the otttlav necessarv to preserve its efficiency having been considered 
greater tnan its probablb utility was thought to wanant. 

A second bold sweep of the Danube, which winds like a girdle 
about the hill-seated fortress, disclosed to us the bridge of boats that 
links Feterwanadin with Neusatz, a cheerful-Iookiiig town, co ntaining 
six churches : and here the Francis L fired her three mnoay gui^ ere 
she passed on to the wooden pier where she was to take oil board her 
new passengers: and, greatly to our regret, to land our eonrtl y^and 
amiable friend tne Chevalier, whose esUdbb -^^ — -^ * ^— •^^ 
leases o/ the river. 
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A long voyaffe resembles a lon^ life, — friends and associates £b1I 
from yon on all sides as yon advance * and those who join company 
more tardily, generally fau to fill np the void occasioned by the loss 
>of the earlier and better known. Both in the one and the other, yon 
set forward with high hopes and nnexhaosted energies ; and you knd 
^porself readily to the companionship of those among whom your 
late has flnnff tou. But as you become accustomed to tiie scrip and 
the staff, and learn by experience the weariness, and the with^ing, 
incident to your pilgnmage, you turn not with the same joyousness 
to greet the new wayfarer who joins your company. You may indeed 
share with him your loaf of bread and your cruse of water, but the 
heart no longer goes forth with the hand to mingle in the gift. 

Jjons will the Chevalier Peitrich live in the memory of ihe par^ 
with whom he travelled im the Danube, and shared the captmtv <h 
the quarantine. He did the nonours of his country so gracefully and so 
gia^9U8l^— his patience and his pqUteness were so untiring-and he 
was in himself so agreeable and intelligent a companion, that the 
greatest deprivation which we had been called upon to suffer sinoe 
oar departure from Constantinople, was that ci his society. 

Oar influx of passengers from .Keusatz was considerable ; and for 
ihcf first time since I left the Bosphorus I found myself compelled to 
share the affcer-cabin with two ladies, while the gentlemen's purty 
was inotiased by half a dozen young Austrian officers on theb way to 
a new quarter,--a]l very noisy, and very good-natured : jgr^ stiiokisis, 
great talkers, and great card-plavers ; and as many civilians, among 
whom was a lame^ benevolent-looking, elderly Hunganan, who spent 
the whole of his tmie in reading Horace, and writing poeby. 

Late in the afternoon we reached lUok, a fine town, crowned bv 
the ruins of a- very extensive castle, whose castellated remains stxetcn 
for a considerable distance alon^ the brow of the hill. This noble 
property belongs to II Principe Odeschak, the Pope's nephew, and is 
distant only three ndles from the 'ancientSurnium. 

At night-fall we passed another ruined pile, apjiarently a peel- 
tower, perched on an abrupt rock, whidi had a beautiful effect as the 
mooimght touched its mouldering walls. Near it stood a small castle, 
^9 in ruin, but we could not distinguish more than its outline, 
owing to the lateness of the hour, ana the rapid gathering of the 
darkness. We anchored for the night at the small town of v acova^ 
having been seventeen hours under steam. 

The following morning we passed three more feudal and picturesque 
remains ; and about noon arrived off the mouth of the Drave, a con- 
siderable river dividing Sclavonia from Hungary Proper, and pouring 
forth its tributary waters in a noble str^un to the all-absorbing 
Danube. But the cold was so extreme, and had come upon us so 
suddenly, that we were unable to keep the deck for any len^^of 
time — a circumstance which we regretted the less, however, as both 
the banks of the river had become flat, swampy, and uninteresting — 
the beautiful mountaiiis of the Banut having given place in Hungaiy 
•to the far-stretching and monotonous plain to which I have already 
alluded; and the Sciavoman s^iote; >Qevx^ ^ \s^cx^ \i&& of sand and 
marsb'WiUows, with here aadttierft«kVJ!^^:SE^«»^XBR^i^ssQ%>^^fti5^ 



in uLc evcmD^ ul suiuwi* vt d ibhiudu .auiaaacu, 

wlieeled on board hj womeii, iriiile gnmpa of 
/wDoden pier watduDg tiiedr laboun. 

T^a&amirss on at daybttak thefcdknriiis „ -«_, 

the vilola day we tenuined prumien in the rabiii, die cold bdngw 
intcmM as to diiye even the atnidieat of the duIt bdtnr. lie oooB^ 
contiDiied to present one nnraried flat ; md docks, pen^ and pmoila, 
were in reqnuiUon until snuM^ vhrak ve nndioted » little Iwlov 
ToMtu on Hm Hongsrisn aide ctf the river, and temained these 
qnietl; until the nxKrow. 

Hie evening <^ that monow waa to see ns at Festh, and the tnoai' 
tionwasso-great &onitheoverp)werinKheata to vhich wehad forao 
maUFmonthBbeenaccDstcBuedinthBlMsL to the heavy md dinginx' 

J.,nj<. nt till. TUnntWj -tlmit »p TBwJpitH.nil ■twrAm^^ till. Thrin-. m^ f ^^ 

' point, jmd pursuini; our journey by post to Yienna — a, detemiination 
m wliidi we were st reopened by tlie discovery that there was ,a deten- 
tion of sin dayaat festn ere the vessel continued her voyage. 

The opproacli to the city waa between an avenue of floatiu" mills, 
of nearly naJf-a-mile in length, producing an eitraordinaiy effect to 
an unacccstomed eye ; and, as the <iay was falling before we reached 
it, the myriad lights of lie streets were reflected tke lines of stars in 
the river-ripple. The situation of Pesth is beautiful, and the town 
itaelf weli-bnilt. cleanly, and cheerful ; the Opera House is a hand- 
some pile, and the artistei are far frem eootemiitible ; the Hotels arc 
apacious and comfortable ; the Palace of the Palatinate is finely sealed 
on an eminence, and in extremely good taste ; and there ia a Iniainess- 
look about the inhabitants as thef hurr^ to and fro, which gives an 
air of ammation to the scene essentially European, 

A bridseof boats, four hundred yards iti length, links the more 
modem w^ of Festh to 'the ancient Hangarian lamtal cA Bnda on the 
opposite mm, and now called Offen. The hUl oi BLockshurg on this 
bank of the Innnbe is crowned by an observatory ; and the gently 
rniiinUfmy iKighta vMch hcm in the town, on the south ai^ east 
ri^ are covered with vineyaida, and cdehrated for the superior 
qnalitr of their vtodnoe. 

We left Festh in the aftemoon, two hoars later than we had 
m t'T'l'^j owing to the difficoltiGS started with regard to our lug- 
gaM, but these were ultimately oreroome br the potent argument 
wiui whid Bn^ish travellera generally contrive to carrv a point. 
"When wfl issued izwa the gate of the JSgerhom, in our neavy and 
lumbering carriage, we were infinitely amused by the appearance 
of the poatJlhOD, a youth of about eighteen, who wore a sort of 
hnssar jacket, with a small bugle hung about his neck, jack-biMta, 
and a formididile cocked-hat and feather. We traveUeid, however^ 
at a tolosble pace ; and, es we bade adieu to the Hungarian Ciq>itaC - 
and aaw the laughing vineyards spreading away into the distance, 
we cAigratnlatedoniaelves oa our emaudpation horn the damiMfmd 
deh^ of the rivK-vovase, even pardHsed as it waa by the fatigue of 
siz-uid-thirty houn of Gennan posting. 

A fewwOTds nag now dose thte^oVmift. WM^XiSMs^ti.'&ok."' 
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part 'from the reBdeor "wlio has Imffcied witb ine in isirange lands nidi- 
out aieeiing of regzet; and, as I look back npon ihs pages tbatl 
liave wiittoa, and the scenes that I love t^ceiiclied, a' Bea^ineasdf 
bent txmes over me, «s iiKnijgh I were looking «doii the ftce «f a 
dead fiiend.; As I tnioed.tlie ose tmd ^e ether, -Qie linages of tiie 

eiose im befoi^ me ; 'BbA^ tf^ck alflioH^'tike tlvidii^ cf eacb'iras 
^Bions^ yet remaiaed to m^ for fheie ma still a tie;, ttoo^ 
emry hoar -weakened it.- Ma^Tbe pennitted to vnrsne themdm-. 
«holf hooey that I have cosgnied np? 1 iisve'oeen as one .^dio 
watdied a death-conch, clinging to the fast-fBiling remnant of that 
which enoe iras iHighi^ and ;ivaB soon to pass 1^^ 

( JSj Tigils iiow«e ended. Uepleasaiit speD. is hroken; I tommy 
ftoe tcmnds Meoca^ and remen^ber my ]^^iixm^; but ihe^duteit 
hndseage is'-veOed-m mot;'- ■■ -^'.' ^'■'•''^ ■■- ?■■•'• ■■■ ■ ■ ' " " • 

i ''fDM'iPiUKjiitis is hut- a^ nlcfciioiy-^iiic tioridns Borohconcffi is Men 
cdfiB a d£niin-^--^^SBa 4(tf ^Btorn^ B6'l^£^i3eai«''fJiB ratf ef 
its breakoft to*w e ar$ jirt i tte Bairal^'iefls tJo^ 
haflirng-iodc ^ana liWnitaiwj isldt imd citirl mits tir(nul%atcDl; Inft 1 
ndeiiotimaaitai^adev''- ••■■•■ .:.r>4-''";'';. v ■•'■■■■•■ .■.■'^••■. •.-•■■ .r:.-^.- • 

^iiJOMgiMnight.''':Ihe tall h0iisrat]f« dense city nsbheC^ 
heuLtxf -maDT Toioes c(mies upon ihe ivfnd'^-^ai lni^A~fire3oic3c- '^ftA^* 
ift the ^;iiain.-fire-^a ffternTOioe chafleggesfhe sAcangers as "flic^nass 
•:»rt^ jaded fa(ii8esy:<0QDSciGfQS of-a^gioaidB^ pot f<»th maac 
&ilingjDoweiv--snd!^:e niaby momebts.'roisB feelieiyycamage tatties 
ander the azKilied gateway <» the StfdfcXondo^ 
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